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PREFACE 


unq««,flon.blv  ju-t  „  eM,mi.l  ...  the  «„.tinu«J  pr«.i,ri.y  ^JZZji 
the  inhabitant*  of  the  Dnminion  a»  a  pe..ple.  '  na|.pi.,P«  „f 

IThe  »oun,l.  «,»«.r  military  .pirit  which  prrme.t«.  the  loyal  and  patriotic  pop,,!., 
tion  of  (»„a.la  in  un.,ue«tionaWy  „„e  „f  the  nw-t  valuable  aJu  of  him. 
cuntry  History  prove,  i^yon.i  all  eavil  that  the  continunl  Zll  „  "  Te, 
hn,  m.itary  .pirit  i.  al-olutely  e«K.„,ial  .„  .he  pre«.r^.a.l„n^7X  .^rtV^ 
n«,enal  prn.peri,y,  the  higher  .tandardn  of  moral".!::!  reli,io„H  i  '  a  ,1  thet  1^ 
hapirfnc*.  of  nation..    Ancient  empire,  like  AH.yria.  Hal.vlonia.  F*  w     W,  il 

»H„ed  the  «..«i„,j,  of  .  phi|™„,pher  with  th.  .kill  and  coim^e  of  ^n  JhtvZ" 

t.on  „    the  military  .pint  prevailing  among  them  .hould  he  ma.Je  to  work  the 
nation  .  death.    They  were  deprix-ed  of  their  armn  and  all  tmnh^.Ll 
recalling  pa.t  military  glorie..  'xhey  were  /oSe^to ^cZ' mimaryTJ^^^^^^^ 
or  anything  re«.mbling  them,  and  we,,  actually  compelW  to'v^ln  t^iX  e.S 
ment  of  the  wealth  they  p««««H,  i„  „«,er  ,hat  the  race  might  becTm^deZ™ 
li«ed  and  effeminate.    Thi.  policy  «.on  accompli.hed  it,  purpcH^e  "" 

IThanka  to  the  oft-recurring  outbn'ak.  of  unfriendline*  among  «,ction.  of  th- 
people  of  the  neighbouring  but  no.  alwayn  neighbourly  ^public  and  .^"^"^^5! 
roo^  determination  of  the  Canadian  people,  begotten  ofVheir  rvalil  .tLk^ 
pre«.rve  mviolate  at  all  co.t.  the  territory  of  Canada  aa  the  homTof  ^H^  ' 
l«.me„t«y  institution,  and  the  ark  of  tnfe  f«^omm  North  Z^^^J^  "r 
^wayn  been  more  or  le«  military  .pint  in  thi,  country.  andT  exi^eToe  ^f 
the  Canadian  Militia,  even  during  the  period,  of  mo.t  p«nouncrt  nerim  h« 
done  not  a  litUe  to  foster  and  nourish  it.  pronounced  neglect,  haa 

TThe  South  African  War  stimulated  the  mUi.ary  .pirit  in  Canada  a,  it  h«l  „„♦ 
been  for  yea«;  and  in  demonstrating  the  mighty  HcotJ-wh^T^X.^ 
operation  between  the  \f„ther  Countn-  and  her  dauri^^r  ^J  !     -.xmted  for  co- 
the  Empire  at  once  raised  the  Canadian  M^ia^rotttv: iT/m:^^^^^^^^^ 
of  the  regular  army,  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  fuminh  men   and  ^.Z     , 
selected  officers,  in  case,  of  local  emergencv    to  the  It^,?.'  t      ^^  *  '"* 
neces^ry  unit  of  the  Imperial  defensTvX^  '"""  "'  "  '""*'^"'  '"'«' 

IThe  Canadian  people  and  the  Canadian  MUitia  have  manfully  a»,nm«J  .k 
increased  responsibility,  and  the  intervening  f.w  yean,  havH^n  a„  T^ZS  m' 
o^ani^d.  a  poorly  supported,  and  an  oft-neglectL  miSir  ZnZZZll 
effective  anny  with  a  carefuU-  «,|ected  and  trained  staff  v^Uhr^IT^ 
a..d  enuipmen.,  and  with  iu  own  a«enals.  maga«i  and  de;;;:::^;^"""""" 


PREFACE— Continued 

If  And  CanacU,  poiwening,  m  her  oft-tried  loyalty  well  warrants,  the  abaolute  con- 
fidence of  the  Mother  Country,  has  dutifully  and  proudly  assumed  the  full  respon- 
sibility of  keeping  the  flagof  the  Empire  flying  in  the  northern  half  of  this  continent. 
The  last  soldier  on  the  pay  rolls  of  His  Majesty's  regular  array  has  left  Canadian 
soil. 

f  A  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Canadian  forces  has  been  reached,  and  the  timr 
seems  opportime  for  taking  a  glance  backward  and  for  reviewing  the  various  stages  of 
the  development  of  the  Canadian  Militia.  It  might  now,  more  correctly,  be  styled 
the  Canadian  Army, 

KFor  many  yeare  the  writer  has  had  in  contemplation  the  production  of  a  volume 
or  series  of  volumes  giving,  in  comprehensive  detail,a  rc?ord  of  the  origin,  develop- 
ment and  services  of  the  Canadian  Militia,  and  he  hopes  yet  to  carry  out  that  idea. 
When  he  was  first  approached  by  the  publishers  of  this  book  and  invited  to  under- 
take the  writing  of  it,  he  hesitated  somewhat,  as  the  time  and  space  phiced  at  his 
disposal  were  limited;  but  realizing  that  the  volume  proposed  could  haidly  fail 
to  be  of  immediate  practical  use  to  his  comrades  of  the  militia  and  others  in- 
terested, for  a  bojk  of  the  kind  has  been  long  needed,  he  agreed  to  do  the  work. 

fThe  Minister  of  Militia,  Sir  Frederick  Borden,  had  been  already  interviewed  by 
the  publishers  and  kindly  expressed  his  approval.  He  also  most  courteously 
promised  the  writer  that  any  departmental  information  he  required  should  be 
placed  at  his  disposal. 

fOn  account  of  the  lack  of  space  at  his  command  the  author  found  that  it  was 
impossible  in  this  volume  to  give  more  than  a  passing  notice  to  'he  campaigns  of 
the  Militia,  deeming  it  of  more  practical  importance  to  trace  the  development 
of  the  force  and  to  record  the  successive  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  its 
organiiation  and  internal  administration. 

f  Thanks  have  to  be  accorded  to  Doctors  De  Celles  and  Griffin,  Librarians  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  their  staff  of  the  Parliamentary  Library,  Ottawa,  more  particulariy 
to  Lieut.-Colonel  A.  H.  Todd  and  Messrs.  Sylvain  and  MacCormac;  to  Dr.  Arthur 
Doughty, C.M.G.,  Dominion  Archivist;  toCoIonel  F.  L.  Lessard,  Adjutant-General 
of  Militia;  to  Colonel  D.  A. MacDonald,  Quartermaster-General;  to  J.W.Borden, 
Accountant  and  Paymaster-General;  to  Major  R.  J.  Wicksteed,  author  of  a  most 
interesting  pamphlet  on  the  militia  (1875) ;  to  Mr.  Lane,  Librarian  of  the  Militia 
Department;  to  Major  Irving,  of  the  Canadian  Military  Institute,  Toronto,  and 
to  a  large  number  of  military  and  literary  friends  who  have  placed  material 
and  pictures  at  the  author's  disposition. 

IThere  is  in  the  Dominion  Archives  a  veritable  mine  of  invaluable  information 
with  reference  to  the  infancy  of  the  Canadian  defensive  force,  and  it  must  be  a 
subject  for  congratulation  to  all  interested  in  the  force  to  know  that  this  material 
is  being  so  skilfully  and  carefully  arrange^  '.hat  it  will  be  directly  and  usefully  avail- 
able to  them.  In  the  preparation  ot  the  following  pages  the  Archives  have  been 
largely  drawn  upon  and  so  have  the  annual  reports  of  the  Militia  Department, 
parliamentary  papers  and  the  Hansards  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons. 


ERNEST  J.  CHAMBERS. 


325  Daly  Ave.,  Ottawa,  July  1,  1907. 


CHAPTER  I 

THE   CANADIAN    MILITIA   OF   THE    FRENCH    REGIME 


ALTHOUGH  a«  it  at  present  exists,  the  Canadian 
Militia*   system    liears    the    impress    of   the 
influences  of  the  old  militia  organizations  of 
England  rather  than  that  of  those  of   New  France, 
there  are   nmny   points  of  conneciion  entitling   the 
present    Militia    of    the    Dominion    of    Canada    to 
claim    some    sort    of    relationship    to    the     gallant 
Canadian     Militia     of    the    French     Regime.     The 
Act    of    Capitulation    of    Montreal,    cancelling    the 
authority    of   the    King    of   France   in    Canada,   of 
course  voided,  or  to  be  more  accurate,  for  the  capitu- 
lation, was  subject  to  subsequent  treaty,  suspended 
that  sovereign's  commissions  in  the  colony,  including 
those  of  the  officers  of  Militia.     But  the  ink  upon  the 
document  in  question  was  scarcely  dry  before  the 
British  authorities  provided  for  the  recommissioning 
of  such  of  the  militia  officers  as  would  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.    True,  the  object  of  the  British  was  to 
obtain  the  services  of  the  officers  of  the  old  Canadian 
Militia  in   their  civil  rather  than   in  their  military 
capacities.     But  it  was  the  old  militia  organization 
which  was  temporarily  revived  under  British  auth- 
ority, nevertheless.    After  the  formal  cession  by  treaty 
of  Canada  to  Britain  the  French  commissions  were 
cancelled  by  ordinance,  but  the  authorities  appear  to 
have  availed  themselves  of   the  good  offices  of   the 
militia  captains,  and  it  was  they  who  were  relied  upon 
to   raise   and  command  the   first    British   Canadian 


rirtored  by  encydopejnu  snd  hiatnrisni  u   mMuiiiiir  that  nonion  at  tfaa 

^Jn  Ka  ornwutiun.  and  anntnl  n  aiUva  ■rrvice  only  in  eaae  of  mtt- 

„i  _^?"'  8?"  f"^'  a<ikiii.wl«l««l  m-Mina  waa  not   ti  orininal  oaa, 
and  m  knovtrom  rMriiamaatary  luatory  that  M  EhfHdi  npfaSBtatiTai 


armed  force  raised  in   Montreal,  Quebec  and  Three 
Rivers  in  1764  for  use  in  the  operations  against  the 
western  Indians.     Similariy  it  was  the  officers  of  the 
old  French  militia  who  raised  and  officered  the  most 
of  the  volunteer  corps  which  served,  not  only  in  re- 
pelling the  American  invasion  of  1775-76,  but  rendered 
good   service    with   the    lioyalist   armies   during   the 
revolutionary  campaigns  in  what  is  now  the  United 
States.     And  when  the  first  colonial  acts  respecting 
the  organization  of  a  militia  under  the  British  rule 
were  drafted  the  militia  laws  and  practices  of  the  old 
regime     were   taken    into   consideration   and   had   a 
marked  effect  on  the  legislation  in  question.    As  to 
the    personnel   of   the   first   Canadian   militia   under 
British  rule,  the  muster  rolls  of  that  period  could  be 
easily  mistaken  for  those  of  the  splendid  but  pojriy 
appreciated  'militia   that  rendered  such   fine  strvice 
under  Montcalm  and  de  Levis,  so  many  of  thr  officers 
who  had  fought  so  valiantly  to  uphold  the  fleurs-de- 
lys,  accepting  similar  appointments  under  tie  Union 
Jack.    To  all  effects  and  purposes  the  first  Canadian 
militia  organiied  under  the  British  regime  was  the 
same  body  as  had  served  the  Bourbons  so  well  before 
the  Capitulation  of  Montreal. 

Few  people  realize  what  a  powerful  foroc  the  militia 
of  the  old  French  colony  was.  The  year  of  the  first 
battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  1759,  Montreal  con- 
tained 4,000  inhabitants,  and  yet  the  militia  organiza- 


Ikin  oKU^*^  l-Mnninn.,  rfaliiina  th«  national  d.-ead  of  military  dictator- 

SSif»^  i?!2".j  &f***'  '"J^f  i™  call  tha  •  •  Artiva  MiliUa'^Ulha  DoiiyB- 
iJlliJJiSLi'.itS'^l^'}  •»«<»*••  'on»  ("null  it  ia  tnia), Tpanuil 
•■Uy  amhodiad  trnopa— raciilara-vith  a  eompletc  parmanant  itall.^^^ 


tlon  of  the  province  wm  m  perfect,  that  Montreal 
alone  had  a  militia  force  of  about  1,000  men  on  §ervice 
in  the  field.  This  enrollment  of  such  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  was  accomplished  by  the 
aid  of  the  Feudal  law  of  Fiefs. 

Under  the  French  Militia  Ordinances,  based  upon 
this  Ww,  every  man  in  the  colony,  the  clergy  and 
noblesse  excepted,  was  required  to  enroll  himself 
in  the  militia.  The  military  administrative  organisa- 
tion in  each  district,  outside  of  Quebec,  where  the 
colonial  administration  was  located,  consinted  of  a 
Governor,  a  Lieutenant  du  Roi  and  a  Town  Major, 
all  under  salary.  In  every  parish  there  was  a  Captain 
of  Militia,  responsible  for  the  drill  and  good  order  of 
his  men,  while  the  seigneurs  were  generally  commis- 
sioned as  colonels.  The  Governors,  in  cases  of 
emergency,  decided  what  quotas  were  required  from 
each  seigniory  and  town  and  forwarded  a  requisition 
therefor  to  the  Town  Majors  and  Seigneurs.  These 
officials  in  turn  decided  upon  the  strength  of  the 
quotas  of  the  various  parishes,  and  requisitioned 
the  Captains  of  Militia  therefor,  the  Captains  raising 
the  men  by  a  draft,  and  marching  them  under  escort 
into  the  nearest  town  where  the  Town  Major  fur- 
nished each  militiaman  with  arms  and  clothing. 

Many  duties  of  a  civil  nature  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  the  law,  the  regulation  of  statute 
labour,  and  the  making  and  maintenance  of  roads, 
bridges  and  other  public  utilities  were  imposed  upon 
the  Captains  of  Militia,  these  useful  officials  being 
compensated  for  their  services  in  time  of  peace  by 
grants  of  powder  and  ball.  At  least  from  the  year 
1754  until  the  Capitulation  of  Montreal  every  parish 
was  a  garrison,  commanded  by  a  Captain  of  Militia, 
whose  authority  was  not  only  acknowledged  but 
rigidly  enforced.  From  the  datie  first  mentioned 
until  the  appearance  of  Saunders'  fleet  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence, the  militia  of  Quebec,  Montreal  and  Three 
Rivers  was  frequently  exercised,  the  Quebec  militia 
including  a  carefully  trained  artillery  company  which 
performed  good  service  during  the  siege. 

The  clothing  supplied  the  militiaman  can  scarcely 
be  described  as  a  uniform.  At  the  embodiment  of  the 
levies  the  Town  Mayor  furnished  each  militiaman 
with  tt  gun,  a  capote,  a  Canadian  cloak,  a  breech 
clout,  a  cotton  shirt,  a  cap,  a  pair  of  leggings, 
a  pair  of  Indian  shoes  and  a  blanket.  The  old 
Canadian  militiaman  during  the  French  regime 
must  certainly  have  looked  more  serviceable  than 
soldierly,  particulariy  to  the  critical  eyes  of  those 
used  to  the  prim,  tight-laced  soldiers  of  those  days. 
But  he  showed  in  the  field  and  forest  that  he  could 
do  the  work  required  of  him. 
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After  receiving  their  equipments,  the  militiamen 
were  marched  to  the  garrison  for  which  they  were 
destined.  The  French  authotities  do  not  appear  to 
have  made  any  serious  attempt,  apart  from  the  ease 
of  the  Quebec  artUlery  company,  to  make  trained  line 
soldiers  or  artillerymen  out  of  the  militia.  They  pre- 
ferred to  rely  upon  the  smart  professional  soldiers 
of  the  Carignan,  Languedoc,  Beame,  Guienne 
La  Sarre,  Berry  and  Royal  Roussillon  regimente 
and  the  Troupes  de  la  "  Marine"  for  the  line  of  battle, 
leaving  to  the  militia  the  just  as  dangerous,  and  con- 
sidering the  country,  just  as  important,  functions  of 
partisans  and  bushrangers.  As  the  country  was  not 
suitable  for  cavalry,  the  commanders  depended  largely 
upon  the  militia  for  the  important  duties  of  the  scouting 
and  intelligence  service.  Consequently,  while  clothing 
the  peasant  soldiery  in  a  fashion  as  much  mdike  the 
military  uniform  of  the  day  as  anything  well  could  be, 
the  French  officers  made  no  attempt  to  instill  into  the 
ranks  of  the  militia  any  idea  of  drill  and  discipline 
beyond  such  as  was  necessary  to  secure  a  fair  show  of 
order  while  on  the  march.  The  employment  as  scouts 
and  skirmishers  was  congenial  to  the  wariike  race, 
and  they  readily  came  forward  whenever  the  war  drum 
sounded. 

Sometimes  the  old  French  Canadian  militia  dressed 
exactly  like  their  Indian  allies.  Some  of  the  Canadian 
prisoners  captured  in  affairs  of  outposts  during  Wolfe's 
siege  of  Quebec  were  naked,  with  their  bodies  daubed 
with  red  and  blue  paint,  and  with  bimches  of  painted 
feathers  in  their  hair.  According  to  Parkman,  they 
were  said  to  use  the  scalping  knife  as  freely  as  the 
Indians,  in  which  respect  they  resembled  the  New 
England  Rangers. 

The  old  French  militia  was,  according  to  War- 
burton,  generally  reviewed  once  or  twice  a  year  for 
the  inspection  of  their  arms;  that  of  Quebec  was 
frequently  exercised,  and  the  artillery  company  at- 
tached thereto  was  very  efficient. 

During  the  Anglo-Indian  French  war,  says  Rogers 
m  his  "Rise  of  Canada,"  in  1754  to  be  exact,  when 
the  English  American  colonists  bad  determined  upon 
the  four  expeditions  against  Crown  Point,  Niagara 
and  the  French  fortresses  in  Nova  Scotia  and  on  the 
Ohio,  the  Marquis  du  Quesne,  then  Governor  of 
Canada,  organized  the  militia  of  Quebec  and  Montreal; 
minutely  inspected  and  disciplined  the  militia  of  the 
seigniories,  and  atctahed  considerable  bodies  of  regular 
artillery  to  every  garrison.  When  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  de  Cavagnac  arrived  in  IjJfe  to  succeed 
du  Quesne,  he  found  all  Canada    in  arms. 

The    French    governors    undoubtedly    appreciated 


the  value  of  the  force,  and  when  the  hut  decisive 
struggle  was  impending,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1758 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  issued  a  proclamation  to  the 
officers  of  the  Canadian  militia  to  excite  their  xeal 
and  quicken  their  activity  m  preparations  for  resist- 
ance.   "Notwithstanding  our  glorious  successes,"  said 
he,  "  the  state  of  the  colony  is  perilous.    No  time  must 
be  lost  m  organising  our  defence."    He  then  directed 
that  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  province,  from 
sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age,  should  be  enrolled  in  the 
militw,  and  should  remain  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  notice.    The  Captains  of  mUitia  faithfully 
endeavoured  to  comply  with  these  orders,  but  the 
habitants  showed  some  disinclination  to  leave  their 
farms.    In  many  cases  the  levies,  under  the  law  of 
universal  conscription,  were  carried  out  to  the  letter, 
sections  of  the  country  remained  waste,  and  eventually 
the  country  was  involved  in  a  state  of  absolute  famine. 
On  the  occasion  of  this  last  appeal  of  the  French 
governor  there  was  really  a  magnificent  response,  for, 
at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  according  to   British 
official  returns,  the  effective  militiamen  of  the  colony 
numbered  20,433  men,  divided  among  the  military 
distncts  as  foUowsr-Quebec,  64  companies  or  7,976 
men;  Three  Rivers,  19  companies,  1,115  men;  Mont- 
real, 87  companies,  7,331  men. 

The  "Troupes  de  la  Marine,"  which  formed  the 
permanent  military  establishment  of  Canada,  might 
be  described  as  forming  a  part  temporarily  of  the  French 
Colonial  militia.  Francis  Parkman,  in  his  preeminently 
mteresting    and    accurate   volumes   "Montcalm  and 
Wolfe,"  speaking  of  this  force  says:— "Though  at- 
tached to  the  naval  department  they  served  on  land, 
and  were  employed  as  a  police  within  the  limits  of 
the  colony,  or  as  garrisons  of  the  outlying  forts,  where 
then-  officers  busied  themselves  more  with  fur  trading 
^n    with    their    mUitary    duties.    Thus    they  had 
become  ill-disciplined  and   inefficient,   till   the  hard 
hand  of  du  Quesne  restored  them  to  order.    They 
originally  consisted  of  twenty-eight  independent  com- 
panies, increased  in  1750  to  thirty  companies,  at  first 
of  fifty,  and  afterwards  of  sixty-five  men  each,  form- 
mg  a  total  of  1,950  rank  and  file.    In  March  1767,  ten 
more  companies  were  added.    They  wore  white  'uni- 
forms of  simUar  pattern  to  the  line  regiments,  but  with 
black  facings." 

The  colonies,  in  fact,  were  administered  by  the  French 
Department  of  Marine,  which  maintained  an  army  of  its 
own,  distinct  from  the  Royal  Army,  for  colonial  service. 
The  officers  of  this  service  while  on  duty  in  Canada 
signed  themselves  "Captain"  or  "Lieutenant,"  as 
the  case  may  be,  "  of  a  company  of  the  troops  detached 
from  the  Marine,  in  Canada." 


And,  now,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  French  Militia  in 
Canada.  Practically  aU  of  the  fim  settlers,  except 
the  pnes»^  were  soldiers,  and  equipped  to  do  duty  as 
such.  ' 

Courage  and  self-sacrifice  were  required  on  behalf  of 
all  concerned  to  maintain  the  little  colony.  Pestilence 
and  famine,  the  prowling  savage,  and  the  treacherous 
courtier,  combined  to  endanger  the  very  existence  of 
the  settlements;  but  the  brave  colonists,  undaunted 
worked  out  the  salvation  of  themselves  and  of  New 
France.  The  annals  of  this  heroic  period  of  Canadian 
history  have  a  peculiar  fascination  for  the  reader. 

The  population  of  the  colony  did  not  extend  very 
rapidly  during  its  eariiest  years,  but  the  geographical 
bounds   of   its    commercial   activity    increased    tre- 
mendously.   Although  the  population  of  New  France 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  English,  Dutch  and 
•Spanish   colonies   along   the   AtUntic  seaboard,  was 
insignificant,  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  colony  on  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  pursued  their  explorations 
completely  around,  and  weU  beyond  the  spheres  of  in- 
fluence of  all  rival  colonies.    New  France  had  the 
great  advantage  which  Canada  has  to-day,  of  the 
greatest  mland  waterway  in  the  world,  and  so  it  came 
that  the  Mississippi,   the  western   prairies,  and  the 
distant  Rocky  Mountains  were  discovered  and  first 
explored  by  parties  from  this  colony. 

With  the  extension  of  the  colony  a  purely  commercial 
element  sprang  up  and  developed,  with  other  matters 
to  engage  their  attention  than  defence.    The  import- 
ance rf  that  question  could  not  be  overiooked  by  the 
authorities,  and  we  find  as  early  as  1627  the  first  legal 
enactment   imposing   mUitary   responsibUity   on   the 
population  at  large.    On  the  date  mentioned  an  order 
was  issued  that  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  Port  Royal 
(now  Annapolis,   N.S.)   were  required  to  assist  the 
soldiers  m  garrison  duty  if  needed.     In  1648  mention 
18  made  of  the  organization  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
m  Acadia  and  along  the  St.  Lawrence  into  companies. 
In  1649  the  first  call  upon  the  inhabitants  for  actual 
militia  service  appears  to  have  been  made.    The  whole 
male  population  of  the  colony  did  not  exceed  1  000 
men,  yet  fifty  men  were  called  out  and  pUced  under 
arms  to  assist  in  repeUing  one  of  the  ever-iecurring 
Iroquou  attacks.    That  same  year  100  volunteers  were 
called  out  as  a  "camp  volant"  to  patrol  the  country 
between  Montreal  and  Three  Rivers,  and  this  service 
appears  to  have  been  maintamed  continuously  until 
1651 .     In  1653  was  organised  a  sort  of  volunteer  corps 
of  63  men,  known  as  the  "Fraternity  de  la  Trfts  Sainte 
Vierge."    In  1664  the  whole  male  population  of  Mont- 
real able  to  br     arms  was  enrolled  as  volunteere  as  a 
iwecaution  on  account  of  threatened  Indian  troubles. 


And  aimilar  precautions  were  doubtlew  taken  In  the 
other  act  tie  mentg. 

A  strong  military  element  was  about  this  time 
bodily  incorporated  in  the  population  „f  Canada. 
When  the  Marquis  de  Tracy  arrived  to  take  over  the 
duties  of  Viceroy  in  1664,  he  brought  with  him  as 
settlers  the  then  newly  disbanded  regiment  of  Carignan- 
Salliires,  which  had  returned  to  France  after  fighting 
the  Turks  in  Hungary.  These  men,  who  had  aided 
m  setting  bounds  to  Mahomedan  encroachment,  were 
admirably  adapted  for  settlement  in  a  country  in  wh'  -h 
constant  fighting  was  going  on  with  the  Iroquois  and 
the  English  colonists,  and  when  the  regiment  returned 
to  France  in  1669  many  of  its  officers  and  men  remained 
in  Canada,  and  their  descendants  are  here  to  this 
day. 

.Much  of  the  glory  of  the  first  campaigns  against 
the  Iroquois  belonged  to  the  Canadian  levies. 

April  3rd,  1669,  the  King  of  France  wrote  M.  De 
Courcelles,  Governor  of  New  France,  to  organize  all 
the  male  inhabitants  of  Canada  into  companies  in 
order  to  teach  them  the  use  of  arms.  (Canadian 
Archives.) 

Between  1674  and  1676  Frontenac,  the  iron  governor 
of  New  France,  thoroughly  reorganised  the  mUitia, 
giving  that  body  the  form  it  retained  up  to  1759-60,  the 
able-bodied  men  of  each  parish  or  c6t8,  forming  a  com- 
pany of  militia,  "mUioes,"to  be  brigaded  in  time  of 
war  only. 

May  16,  1677,  an  Edict  was  issued  creating  the 
office  of  "Pr6vAt"  in  Canada,  and  providing  for  six 
"offlciers  d'archers,"  to  execute  its  ordmances  and 
decrees. 

Although  the  internal  organization  was  progressing, 
the  colonial  officials  felt  the  need  of  regular  troops. 

In  1679,  M.  de  Frontenac,  the  Governor-General, 
on  account  of  trouble  with  the  Iroquois  and  English, 
wrote  to  the  F-vnch  government  demandmg  re-inforce^ 
ments  of  troops. 

In  1682,  M.  De  La  Barre,  the  then  governor,  again 
appealed  to  the  King  fr.r  military  aid  to  protect  the 
colony  against  the  Iroquois.  The  same  vear  M.  de 
Meules,  intendant,  writing  on  the  state  of"  the  colony 
to  the  minister,  complained  that  there  were  no  guard 
houses  for  the  troops  in  Montreal  and  Three  Rivers. 
The  following  year  de  La  Barre  wrote  another  letter 
to  the  King  renewing  his  request  for  troops  to  make 
war  upon  the  Iroquois,  and  petitioned  His  Majesty 
to  award  a  commission  in  the  navy  to  a  son  of  M.  de 
Saurel,  recently  deceased.  In  those  eariy  days  the 
ambition  of  young  Canadians  to  serve  in  the  regtilbr 
armed  forces  of  the  Crown  was  very  marked,  and 
many  of  them  served  in  the  French  army  and  navy 
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with  distinction.  November  12,  1707,  M.  de 
Rameaay.  Governor  of  .Montreal,  wrote  the  minister 
thanking  him  for  having  appointed  his  son  to  a  com- 
miswon  in  the  Marine  Guards.  November  1st,  17H, 
de  Rameiay  wrote  to  Governor  VaudreuU  requesting 
a  commission  for  his  second  son,  his  first  having  been 
killed  the  year  before  in  an  expedition  to  Braal. 

April  10,  1684,  the  King  wrote  M.  de  La  Barre  that 
200  soldiers  had  been  sent  from  France  to  assist  the 
colony.  The  Governor  had,  meantime,  made  pre- 
liminary arrangements  for  a  punitive  expedition 
against  the  Iroquois,  causing  a  number  of  friendly 
Indians  to  assemble  at  Fort  Frontenac  (now  King- 
ston), and  reviewing  them  April  17th.  June  «th,  the 
reinforcements  from  over  the  ocean  not  having  arrived, 
the  Governor  wrote  to  the  minister  praying  that  the 
reinforcements  asked  for  be  sent  or  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  resign  and  return  to  France.  Meantime 
de  U  Barre  proceeded  with  his  preparations  for  the 
expedition,  and  assembled  a  force  of  Canadians  and 
Indians  at  Fort  Frontenac  and  reviewed  them  there 
August  14,  1684. 

From  thi«  time  forward  drafts  of  the  Canadian 
militia  were  on  almost  constant  service,  and,  according 
to  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  acquitted 
themselves  with  distinction. 

In  1684,  a  company  of  Canadian  militia  from  Cap 
Rouge,  commanded  by  Captain  Denis  Joseph  Juch- 
ereau  de  La  Ferte,  served  in  de  La  Bane's  expedition 
against  the  Iroquois,  and  this  same    militia  officer 
serving  with  d'Iberville  in  the  Hudson  Bay  in  1689, 
at  the  head  of  a  party  of  Canadian  mUitia,  captured 
near  Fort  Nelson,  the  English  governor  of  New  Severn. 
During  this  period  there  was  almost  constant  trouble 
with  the  Iroquois,  and  the  governors  and  other  officials 
were  firmly  convinced  that  the  Indians  were  instigated 
by  the  English  colonists.    The  Chevalier  de  Calli*res, 
Governor  of  the  Island  of  Montreal,  was  so  firmly 
convinced  of  this  that  he  submitted  a  scheme  to  the 
minister  for  the  capture  of  New  York,  volunteering 
to  carry  the  scheme  into  execution  himself  chiefly  with 
nulitia.    The  proposition  was  favourably  entertained 
at  Court,  and  instructions  as  to  its  execution  issued  to 
Count  de  Frontenac,  who  had  returned  to  Quebec  as 
Governor-General . 

In  his  reports  to  the  minister  on  the  successful 
repulse  at  Quebec  of  the  British  Colonial  fleet  under 
Admiral  Phipps  in  1690,  de  Frontenac  gave  great 
credit  to  the  Canadians,  and  suggested  that  as  a  reply 
to  Phipps'  expedition  Boston  be  captured. 

The  drafting  of  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  for 
mihtia  service  caused  considerable  trouble  in  the 
colony,  shortages  of  crops  often  resultmg.    To  obviate 


this  danger  ooiutant  demanda  were  made  for  r*eu/or 
troopa.  ■ 

In  1691,  de  Frontenac  wrote  the  King  asking  for 
fresh  regular  troops,  and  September  15th,  1692  a 
memorial  wm  despatched  to  the  minister  by  deFro'n- 
tem»c,  and  M.  de  Champigny,  the  Intendant,  setting 
forward  the  urgent  need  for  a  thousand  soldiers 
Similar  requesU  were  made  in  1693,  and  in  October  of 
the  last-named  year,  some  reinforcements  were  re- 
ceived. 

In  a  letter  dated  November  10, 1695,  to  the  minister, 
de  Champigny  and  de  Frontenac  spoke  of  having 
despatched  700  men  to  Fort  Frontenac,  and  highly 
praised  the  Canadians  operating  with  the  Royal 
troops.  The  following  year  the  old  governor  left 
Montreal  on  his  chief  punitive  expedition  at  the  head 
of  2,200  men,  a  large  proportion  of  them  militia. 

The  war  party  sent  to  the  Boston  country  under 
command  of  d'EschaUlons  and  de  RouviUe  in  1708 
was  composed  principally  of  Canadians. 

October  18,  1708,  M.  Randot,  Intendant,  wrote  to 
the  Mmister  with  reference  to  salaries  for  Councillors 
Mihtia  Captains,  etc.,  the  duties  of  the  latter  having 
extended  so  considerably  as  to  call  for  regular  official 
recognition.  September  20,  1714,  M.  de  Vaudreuil 
governor  general,  reported  to  the  minister  upon  the 
reorganisation  of  the  troops  and  militia. 

In  1714,  Governor  de  VaudreuU  forwarded  a  mem- 
orandum to  the  CouncU  of  Marine  on  the  danger  to 
Canada  in  the  event  of  war  with  England,  in  view  of 
the  smaU  number  of  inhabitants  able  to  bear  arms 
The  same  year  he  forwarded  another  memorandum 
on  the  same  subject  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent 
of  the  kingdom.  He  contrasted  the  smaU  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  fit  to  bear  arms  with 
the  large  propo.-tion  of  English  colonists.  He  asked 
that  regulars  be  sent  out,  and  steps  taken  to  settle 
and  fortify  the  colony  in  every  way. 

It  was  fuUy  realized  by  the  officials  of  the  colony 
that  each  succeeding  year  placed  New  France  at  an 
mcrewed  mUitary  disadvantage  compared  with  the 
New  England  colonies,  and  ever>'  precaution  was  taken 
to  make  the  most  of  what  military  resources  the  colony 
possesf<ed. 

CJovemor  de  Vaudreuil,  May  22,  1725,  wrote  the 
mmister  of  Marine  recommending  that  soldiers  marry- 
ing in  Canada  and  settling  here  be  aUowed  to  retain 
their  muskets.  This  suggestion  was  apparently  ad- 
opted, and  in  September  28,  1728,  M.  De  Beauhamois, 
de  VaudreuU's  successor,  recommended  that  muskets 
be  also  given  to  old  soldiers  who  had  previously 
married  and  settled  in  the  colony.  In  a  letter  dated 
Quebec,  October  17,  1830.  Hocquart.  the  Intendant 
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wrote  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  permission  to 
distribute  muskets  to  discharged  soldiers  remainhiB 
in  the  colony.  October  20th,  1727,  M.  Dupuy,  In- 
tendant, wrote  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  that  an  in- 
creased public  expenditure  had  been  caused  by  the 
assembling  of  militia  to  be  sent  to  t"hou^en. 

In  Quebec,  the  corps  of^mUitia  artillery  maintained 
to  assist  the  regular  troops  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
big  guns  m  that  fortress,  attained  considerable  dis- 
tmction  for  its  efficiency,  and  an  official  statement 
dated  Quebec,  October  1,  1728,  contains  the  names 
of  the  burgesses  and  citizens  of  Quebec  who  presented 
themselves  in  order  to  learn  the  gun  drill  during  the 
years  1725,  1726  and  1727. 

About  this  time  the  French  Government  impressed 
with  the  comparatively  rapid  development  of  the 
mUitary  resources  of  the  English  colonies,  and  pro- 
bably anxious  to  avoid  the  constant  demands  of  the 
Canadian  governors  for  regular  troops,  drew  the 
attention  of  the  officials  in  th°  colonies  to  the  desir- 
abUity  of  husbanding  the  local  resources.  How  well 
the  situation  was  appreciated  m  France  is  shown  by 
a  document  among  the  Dominion  Archives.  On  the 
24th  of  May,  1"  ia,  De  Maurepas,  Minister  of  Marine 
writing  to  M.  Dupuis,  then  Intendant  of  Canada' 
wrote:-  The  policy  of  the  people  of  New  England 
being  to  labour  at  the  thorough  cultivation  of  their 
farms  and  to  push  on  their  settlements  little  by  little 
when  It  comes  to  a  question  of  removing  to  a  distance 
they  wUl  not  consent  to  do  so,  because  the  expense 

would  fall  upon  themselves The  settle™  of 

New  France  are  of  a  different  mind.  They  always 
want  to  push  on,  without  troubling  themselves  about 
the  settlement  of  the  interior,  because  they  earn  more 
and  are  more  independent  when  they  are  further  away 
The  result  of  this  difference  in  the  mode  of  proceeding 
IS,  that  then-  colonies  are  more  densely  peopled  and 
better  established  than  ours." 

The  exigencies  of  military  service,  however,  made  it 
necessary  to  use  the  Canadian  settlers  on  far  distant 
fields  on  mihtia  service.    When  Celeron  de  BienviUe 
June  15th,  1749,  left  Lachlne  on  his  celebrated  ex- 
pedition to  the  VaUey  of  the  Ohio,  he  had  no  less  than 
180  Canadian  Mihtia  with  him,  the  rest  of  his  force 
exclusive  of  Indians,  being  14  officers  and  cadets  and 
20  soldiers.    This  was  about  the  ordinary  proportion 
of  regulars  and  militia  of  the  numerous  hard-fightinir 
war  parties  v!  those  years,  for  after  the  departure  of 
the  Cangnan  regiment  the  regular  garrisons  did  not 
exceed  m  the  aggregate  300  men,  and  they  were  com- 
manded by  a  Captain  of  Infantry.     Six  or  seven  extra 
companies   were   sent   to   the   colony,   however,  at 
different  times  between  1684  and  171.3-7. 
The  miUtia  system  in  New  France  appeare  to  have 


h^  In  nany  rt,pecti  in  «lvMce  of  tlut  of  the  Mother 
Country  'Le.  Maioe.  PH,vinci.le. "  of  Old  Fr.i^ 
WW  .uxilury  troop,  recruited  upon  eme,g^no^ 
SLhT^T^  '^  '^'""'^  •"  .Ne-bodied  men 
of  the  two  firrt  order.,  the  clergy  ,u,d  the  nobUity. 

by  the  lntend.nU.  The  King  fixed  by  .n  ordinanci 
the  number  of  men  to  be  called  out,  and  thia  number 
wa«,  m  councU,  divided  among  the  province..  In  each 
provmce  the  intendant  determined  what  contingent 
wa.  to  be  furnished  by  each  community,  and  thr* 

Hi7"'^J""™'^  ^y  '»'  '^•'o  '««*  to  go  with  the 
draft.  The  militia  on  being  drawn  were  given  three 
franc,  uniform  and  underclothing,  the  King  charging 
him«,lf  with  the  arm.  and  equipment.  The  men  bo 
drawn  and  equipped  were  eligible  for  wsrvice  for  ten 
years,  but  they  were  not  caUed  out  except  in  caw  of 
war.  During  peace  the  regimental  .taffg  (cadre.) 
only  were  maintained.  Thi.  hi,titution  had  it.  origin 
m  the  mU.t«  of  the  Commune.,  and  wa.  fir.t  put  into 


effect  by  Loul.  XIV  between  1688  and  1(K>7,  wh«>  a 
temporwy  militia  force  of  25.000  men  wa.  maintained 
111  trance.  It  became  permanent  in  1736  under  the 
adrrJi.tr.tion  of  the  Duke  of  Wbon;  but  t£  fi« 

Them  litiaof  J>»nceln  1749  formed  40  regiment,  of  two 

5S  "JllT";  "  ^'°"''''"'*  =«'«'*'•'«  t-t^'onT 

The   political   government   of  Camwla   before   the 

conque,     wa.  very  .imple,   if  arbitrary,   all   power 

practically  raiding  in  the  Governor  a^  Inten^t 

the  Council  having  little  real  power.    Office,  rank  «,d 

d^VT  ^'^'"^  '""""^  »•«'  sentry' with  "e 
.tm  ""bo'dination.  the  gentry  being  drawn  into 
*tiU  clo«r  attachment  to  the  government,  of  their 
po«t.  by  oommiMion.  in  the  Provincial  (Le.  Troupe, 
de  la  Marine)  and  Royal  troop..  A.  a  itter  JfS 
the  ^igneur.  owed  their  title,  and  cUte.  to  p«it 
mJitary  «rv,ce.,  and  their  capacity  for  rendering 
valuable  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  ^lony.  T^^ 
XnoTi^""^       *'"'  i-wtniment.  creating  the  varlou. 


tl' 


14 


CHAPTER  II 

THE  CHANGE  OF  FLAGS 


M.UTA8Y   Rule   in   Canada.-Tb«  Fi««t  Biutibh  Canadian  Miutia. 


L0UI8BURG,C.B.,capitulate<i  to  General  Amherst 
July  26th,  1758  ;  Fort  Niagara  was  captured 
by  the  British  force  under  Brigadier  General 
Prideaux  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  July  25,  1759;  the 
first  Battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham  was  fought 
September  13,  the  last  named  year,  and  Quebec 
capitulated  September  18. 

The  change  of  flags  in  Canada  dates  from  the  capitu- 
lation of  Montreal,  September  8,  1760,  when  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  General  de  Levis,  submit- 
ting to  the  inexorable  logic  of  a  vastly  superior  force, 
surrendered  the  French  armies  and  the  whole  of  New 
France  to  General  Amherst. 

When  quitting  Canada,  de  VaudreuU  paid  thU 
homage  to  the  Canadian  people  in  a  letter  to  the  French 
ministry:— "With  these  beautiful  and  vast  countries 
France  loses  70,000  inhabitants  of  a  rare  quality;  a 
race  of  people  unequalled  for  their  docility,  braverv 
and  loyalty." 

That  this  tribute  was  richly  deserved  one  has  but  to 
study  the  history  of  the  Old  Regime  to  realise. 

The  mUitiamen  of  Montreal  must  have  felt  keen 
pangs  of  regret  when  the  Union  Jack  replaced  the 
Fleurs  de  Lys  on  the  little  citadel  near  the  site  of  the 
present  Place  Viger  Station,  the  morning  after  the  sign- 
ing of  the  capitulation.  But  they  had  been  for  years 
growing  disgusted  at  the  rapacity  and  rascality  of  many 
of  the  French  colonial  officials  and  at  the  slights  put 
upon  them  by  some  of  the  regular  officers. 

The  ordinary  people,  too,  had  suffered  con- 
siderably   in    many    eases    from    the    overbearing 

u 


conduct    of   the   seigneurs,  and  consoled  themsplves 
m   the   hour  of  the    triumph    of    their    hereditarj- 
enemies  by  the  hope  that  it  might  deliver  them  from 
aspeciesofpettytyrannywhich  they  knew  "did  not  exist 
m  the  English  colonies.  There  was  a  feeling,  too,  in  the 
colony  that  New  France  had  been  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent left  to  its  fate   by  the  Mother  Country.    And 
above  all,  to  the  war-scarred  veterans  of  the  militia 
the    proud    consciousness    of  having,   during   many 
years  of  most  exacting  service,  done  their  whole  duty 
robbed   defeat   of   its   bitterest   sting.    Though    the 
fortunes  of  war  had  been  against  them  and  Britain 
had  won  their  country,  they  had  gained,  at  least,  as 
much  honour  out  of  the  prolonged  contest  as  their 
conquerors'  many  armies  of  conceited  and  quarrelsome 
colonials   and  of  contract-raised,  and  poorly  handled 
regular    regiments  that  had  often  suffered  defeat  at  the 
handsof  the  Canadian  maitia,and  the  white-coated  colon- 
Mi  troops  and  regulars  of  France  before  this  day  of  final 
defeat.    To  the  rich  harvest  of  imperishable  glory 
reaped  by  the  devoted  supporters  of  the  cause  of  the 
Bourbons  during  this,  to  them,  disastrous  campaign, 
the  gaUantry,  the  amazing  hardihood  and  the  pathetic 
devotion  (,f  the  Canadian  mUitia  fairly  contributed 
the  lion  8  share.    There  was  n  >  disgrace  for  such  men 
as  these  m  the  final  defeat  of  the  cause  for  which  they 
had  so  heroicaUy  and,  for  long,  so  successfully,  fought 
When  General  Murray,  in  the  spring  of  1760  ascended 
the  St.  Lawrence  from  Quebec,  with  his  army,  to  par- 
ticipate m  the  operations  against  Montreal,  he  recei%'pd 
the  submission  of  the  various  parishes  on  his  way 


ill; 


the  rural  mUitiamen  ooMklering  the  eountry  Umt 

(Jopwiiting  their  itriiu.     No  Um  than   1,400  men  J 
the  Neipiiory  of  Buurherville  alone  took  the  oath  of 

neutrality.  Murray   iiaued  a  procUraation   that  all 

Unadian.  found  in  oorpa  aervinc  with  the  Freneh 

would    be  t»n»ported   to   Franee   with   the  rnnilar 

troopa.  -»»— i 

A  detachment  of  the  Britiah  amy  enten-d  Montwal 
to  talw  formal  po«e«ion  the  day  after  the  .igning  of 
the  capitulation,  and  at  Hace  D'Arme.  the  regular 
regimenta  of  the  garrison  *-ere  drawn  up  and  .urren- 
dered  their  arms.  The  Britbh  force  at  once  mounted 
fuards  and  poeted  «entrion,  and  that  night,  for  the  first 
time  English  drunw  beat  the  sunset  tattoo  in  the  streets 
of  Montreal.  The  French  regulars  and  officials  were 
without  any  unnecessary  delay  shipped  home  to  France 
The  English  colonial  troops  with  Amhemt's  armies 
were  also  returned  to  their  homes. 

September  19th  General  Amherst  instructed  Colonel 
Haldimand  to  assemble  the  mUitia  of  Montreal  who 
had  servctl  under  the  French  regime,  at  once,  and  order 
them  to  give  up  their  arms.    That  done,  provided 
they  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British 
Crown,  the  arms  would  either  be  returned  to  them  or 
placed  in  an  armory  as  might  be  determined.    From 
sub«*quent  proceedings  it  appeared  that  the  British 
army  authorities,  who  thus  found  themselves  respon- 
sible   for    the   government   of   the    newly   acquired 
colony,    were  anxious   to   acquaint   themselves   with 
the    personnel    and    spirit    of    the    militia    for   the 
purpose    of   enlisting    their   assistance   in   the    civil 
administration  of  the   eountry.    The  admii.istration 
of   justice    and    of    puWio    and    communal    affairs 
generally,    including    such    public    works    as    roads 
bridges,  etc.  had  under  the  old  regime  been  in  the  hands' 
of  the  militia  officers,  and  as  these  matters  had  to 
be  attended  to  by  somebody,  it  was  thought  that,  to 
some  extent,  the  old  officials  might  safely  be  entrusted 
with  these  duties,  if  they  evinced  any  willingness  to 
act.    On  this  point  the  British  army  officers  appear 
to  have  been   perfectly  satisfied,  for  when   General 
Amherst  established  his  military  governments  in  the 
colony  he  made  provision  for  several  courts  of  justice 
composed  of  militia  officers,  who  decided  cases  brought 
before  them  in  a  summary  way,  with  an  appeal  to  a 
court  compoE  :d  chiefly  of  officers  of  His   Majestv's 
Army. 

The  military  government  established  by  Amherst 
divided  the  country  into  three  districts— Quebec 
Montreal  and  Three  Rivers.  Over  f  first  was  placed 
General  James  .Murray,  who  was  also  to  act  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  r^neral  Thomas  Gage  was  the  first 
mUitary  governor  of  Montreal,  and  Colonel  Kalph 
Burton  of  Three  Rivers. 


U 


The  three  govemars  seem  to  hMVt  been  left  pretty 
TfiL!**  "*''  ""^  '«»«"*'»'•  to  carrybig  out  the  detail, 
of  their  system*  of  administratton.,  but  the  various 
governmenu  wm  aU  of  a  military  pattern,  wid  to 
some  extrot  the  service,  of  the  offioen  of  the  old 
trench  mUitia  were  called  into  requisition  to  assist 
m  their  accustomed  capMiities  as  the  local  adnin- 
latrators  ot  the  Uws  of  the  country,  which,  of  eouiw 
remained  in  force  pending  the  final  diapoaltion  of 
Canada  by  treaty. 

In  the  government  of  Montreal  the  militia  officer* 
found  themselvee  re-in.tated  in  practically  aU  their 
former  function.,  if  in  fact  their  authority  wa*  not 
increased;  but  in  Quebec,  whether  on  account  of  that 
distnct  being  the  seat  of  the  chief  administration,  or 
that  the  population  wa*  not  *o  weU  disposed  towards 
the  new  rulers,  the  mUitia  appears  to  have  been  only 
caUed  upon  to  assist  in  the  reguUtion  of  the  .UtAry. 
labour,  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  etc 

Murray  constituted  a  military  council  for  his  district 
(Quebec)  composed  of  seven  army  officers,  as  judges 
of  the  more  important  civU  and  criminal  pleas  This 
eoimcU  held  bi-weekly  sedenmts.  Murray  reserved 
to  himself  the  jurisdiction,  without  power  of  appeal 
over  other  caw.;  or  left  them  to  the  care  of  military' 

IwhT  '"!,■  '^  ""^'"^  P^-  Two  I»t.mi„ent 
trench  Can^lians  were  appointed  public  procurators 
and  legal  commissaries  before  the  miUtary  tribunal 
of  Quebec  City:  one  being  Jacques  Belcourt  de  U- 
fontame,  ex-member  of  -.e  sovereign  council,  for  the 
country  on  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  the 
other,  Joseph  Etienne  Cugnet,  seigneur  of  St.  Etienne 
for  that  on  th-  left  side  of  the  river.  ' 

At  Three  I..vor8,  almost  the  same  arrangement  was 
made. 

General  Gage,  in  his  district,  (Montreal)  authorised 
the  parochMl  militia  captains  to  settle  any  differences 
aniongst  the  people  according  to  their  own  discretion, 
but  dMsatisfied  clients  had  a  power  of  appeal  to  the 
nearest  British  commandant  or  to  himself. 

An  ordinance  dated  at  Montreal,  Octoljer  13    17fli 
set  forth  that  "His  ExceUency  Thos.  Gage,  Go'vemo; 
of  Montreal  and  its  dependencies,  4c.,  4c.,  taking  into 
account  the  administration  of  justice  of  his  govern- 
ment  and  being  desirous  of  rendering  it  more  prompt 
and  less  expensive  to  those  obliged  to  resort  thereto 
had  seen  fit  to  prepare  the  present  ordinance  and  reW 
for  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  government  of  Montreal  " 
The  government  was  divided  for  the  administration 
of  justice  into  5  districts.    In  each  one  there  was  to 
assemble  a  court  (Un  corps  d'Officiers  de  Milice)  on  the 
first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month.    These  courts  of 
mUitia  officers,  were  to  be  composed  of  not  more  than 
seven,  or  less  than  five  members,  of  which  one  should 


hold  the  nnk  of  c^Uiu,  the  lenior  •«  act  m  prntUlcni 
The  officers  of  militU  of  eMh  dktrict  wei*  iiunim»iH><l 
to  meet  in  their  pwiaheii  on  the  y4th  Octo»»r,  to  nmkc 
•rrwigemenu  for  the  whole  of  thene  court*,  and  to 
prepare  raeten  of  offioera  for  duty  therein.    The  town 
of  Montreal  wan  aet  apart  an  a  judicial  diatrict  of  itK 
own  with  a  local  Board  of  Officern  to  adminivtrate  the 
lawB.    From  theae  courta  appeal  waa  to  be  allowed 
to  three  Boarda  of  Officdw  of  Hia  Majeatya  Troapa, 
one  to  meet  at  Montreal  the  other  at  Varennca,  and  the 
third  at  fit.  Sulpice,  theae  Cburta  of  Appeal  to  ait  on 
the  20th  of  each  month.    From  theae  courta  a  further 
appeal  to  the  Governor  in  peraon  woa  provided  for. 
In  the  event  of  capital  crimea,  officera  of  militia 
were  authoriaed   to  arreat   the  oriminala  and   their 
aooompiioea,  and  to  conduct  them  under  guard  to 
Montreal,  the  militia  officera   to  furniah  with  each 
priaoner  an  account  of  the  crime  and  a  liat  of  witneaaea. 
in  civU  caaea  involving  amall  amounta,  not  exceeding 
20  livrea,  all  the  officera  of  the  militia  were  individually 
granted  authority  to  adjudicate  with  an  appeal  to, 
and  no  further,  than  the  militia  courta  of  the  diatrict! 
Pro  viaion  waa  madefor  the  payment  of  the  militiaofficcra, 
for  all  of  theae  dutiea  by  a  acale  of  fees,  a  treaaurer  to 
be  appointed  for  each  court.    The  officera  of  mUitia 
were  apecially  enjouied  to  maintain  peace  and  order 
within  their  rcapective  diatricta. 

October  17,  1761,  the  "ConaeUdea    Capitainea  de 
Milice  de   Montreal"  presented  a  memorial   to   the 
Oovernor,  in  which  they  expreased  their  willingneaa 
to  administer  justice  gratuitoualy,  aa  they  had  done 
in  the  paat,  but  requested,  aa  a  favor  from  Hia  Excel- 
lency, that  they  be  exempted  from  the  obligation  to 
billet  troops  in  their  domicilea.    They  requeated  that 
six  corda  of  wood  be  purchaaed  to  heat  the  chamber 
in  which  their  sittings  were  held,  and  that  Mr.  Panet, 
their  clerk,  be  compensated  for  his  services  at  the  rate 
of  30  "sola  "for  each  sentence.    Two  mUitia  sergeants 
had  been  appointed  to  act  as  bailiffs  and  criers  of  the 
court  and  a  Uriff  of  fees  was  asked  for  to  provide  for 
their   pay.     These  sergeants,  it  was  also  explained, 
were  not  only  made  use  of  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  but  also  for  the  district,  for  the  supervision  of 
the  statutory  labour  or   "corvee."    This  memorial, 
which  was  signed  R.  Decouagne,  was  approved  by  the 
Governor. 

The  placing  of  the  administration  of  the  law  to  such 
an  extent  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  old  French 
militia  was  clearly  an  honest  attempt  to  place  the 
administration  of  the  French  laws,  the  temporary 
continuance  of  which  had  be»n  promised  to  the  Cana- 
dian people  at  the  capitulation  of  Montreal,  in  the 
hands  of  those  considered  to  be  the  best  versed  in 
them.    The  commissions  in  the  militia  were  gwiirally 


held  by  the  aeigneuni  and  the  other  nntaMlitiea  of  Ihi  ir 
n'Sjiective  dlatrieta.  and  thiw  |)erw>na  wen-  not  men-jy 
the  lieat  dlucaH-d  but,  often  the  moat  highly  e»te.me«l 
men  in  the  country,  and  they  had  shown  themH<-lv«*  to 
liegiMKl  soldiers.  The  victoriouaoffirera.with  that  Klrong 
prnfeaaional  n-garit  whieh  engenders  a  apeciea  of  de.|)- 
Kealed  comradeship  even  la-lwi-en  memlara  of  hiiatile 
arm.es,  naturally  felt  inclined  to  wly  upon  the  honour 
of  brother  soldiers,  though  late  enemiea.  rather  than 
upon  that  of  civilians. 

And  it  is  gratifying  to  relate  that  thia  n'liance  upon 
the  honor  of  the  officera  of  the  Canadian  mUitia  at 
this  trying  period  of  the  national  history  waa  not 
misplaced,  although  from  thia  period  doubtlesa  datea 
l)8ck  the  intimacy  U-tween  the  old  noblesse  and  the 
British  officials  which  reaulted  in  the  former  class 
exerting  a  preponderating,  and  not  alwaya  just  and 
enlightene<l,  inHuence  upon  the  early  years  of  British 
civil  government  in  Canada. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  on  retiring  from  the 
governorship  of  Montreal,  Gage  forwarded  a  letter 
to  ".Messieurs,  lea  Capitainea  deiaChamb  e  de  Milice  de 
Montreal,"  dated  Montreal,  October  1763,  in  which  he 
wrote  "  I  cannot  help  expressing  the  aatisfaction  that 
I  have  alwaya  derivetl  from  your  conduct,  during  the 
time  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  your  chief;  and  it 
becomea  my  duty  before  leaving  your  country  to  tea- 
tify  as  to  my  lively  recognition  of  the  services  which 
you  have  rendered  to  your  king  and  country.  Con- 
tinue to  do  your  duty  in  advancing  the  public  welfare 
and  not  only  increase  the  good  reputation  you  have 
idready  acquired  among  your  fellow  countrymen, 
but  earn  what  you  wUl  certainly  not  fail  to  receive, 
the  gratitude  and  protection  of  the  king." 

The  Treaty  of  Versailles  ceding  Canada  to  Britain 
was  aigned  in  February,  1763,  but  not  proclaimed  in 
Canada  until  the  following  May.  October  7,  the 
aame  year,  a  Royal  IVocIamation  was  issued  providing 
for  the  government  of  the  new  colony  somewhat  along 
the  lines  of  the  prevailing  system,  but  only  so  far  as  it 
did  not  conflict  with  the  laws  of  Great  Britain. 

Three  ve.y  different  opinions  were  entertained  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  October  7 
1763.  There  were  those  who  argued  that  the  proc- 
lamation repealed  all  the  existing  laws  and  established 
English  laws  in  their  places;  others  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Canadian  laws  remained  unrepealed.  They 
ai^ed  that  according  to  the  spirit  of  English  law, 
upon  the  conquest  of  a  civiliaed  country,  the  laws 
remain  in  force  till  the  conquerors  shall  have  expressly 
ordained  to  the  contrary.  Others  again  thought  that 
the  effect  of  the  proclamation  and  the  resultant  Acts 
was  to  introduce  the  criminal  laws  of  England  and  to 
confirm  the  Civil  Law  of  Canada. 
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tMKBdkr  denrni  Burton.  ri.mov«J  from  Thiw 
Hivrm  to  r,fi»et  (iriu.r»i  (ta«P  •.  CovwH.r .t  Monirr.1 
upon  .-uming  hb  nrw  novrmnK  nt,  iwu«l  .  pm,.' 
tatMlion  .mMmncinu  that  M  th*  ordrm  for  the  |«r„. 
totkm  gwrf  order  »n.l  (N.lice  «ervice  in  the  (covemment 
would  b.  aminUi^  cx.ctly  m  they  h«l  l«.n  in.tltut- 
r.1  under  the  ^iminkHmtion  of  Major  Uemml  (Iwe 

S?  .""""!""  *"  '~'''  "'  "*  '""'  *•»'  " "'vU  juX 

would  be  «dminM.tere«l  by  the  miiiti.  and  military 

"W    with  the  .ppe.1  M  heretofore  to  the  (l«ven.or 

When  Bntuih  civU  goveniment  wm  pr,»l.in«l  in 

,T*'  r"*  *•■  «'^'"  »'  »•*  •••ncelUtion  of  the 
extotUMj  French  l.w..  For  the  time  being,  however. 
f»ilin|[  the  prockmation  of  new  law*,  many  of  the  old 

lirr.  J"""  r"*,  ~"*'"'^  '"  '""*  *"  -rcordance 
with  the  maxim  already  referred  to. 

80.  many  of  the  foaturen  of  the  military  administration 
continued  for  aome  time  iiulwequently  to  the  pro- 
camation  of  civil  Kovemment.     New  law.  to  meet 
aJI  the  exutrng  local  condition!*  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  be  pr«luced  at  o„ce.    The  old  population 
of  the  colony,  but  more  particularly  the  neigneun. 
and  gentry,  who  were  in  domt  touch  with  the  British 
colonial  official,  rather  favored  a  continuati<.n  of  the 
mu:Ury  rule.     Being  a  brave  and   military  people 
immured  to  war  and   military  diwipline.   they  had' 
taken   kmdiy   to   military    rule   aa   administered    in 
«*?!'1'  \.**"'  •*""••'•   ^^  the  gradually  growing 
Britwh  civilian  population  did  not  like  it.  and  one 
or  the  objects  of  the  proclamation  of  1763  wan  to 
encourage    a    Urger    Britiah    immigration    into    the 
province. 

The  proclamation  may  be  said,  broadly,  to  have  es- 
tablished inCanadathe English  criminal  law.but  to  have 
recognised  tlu-  "ancient  customs"  and  civil  laws  of 
New   France.    For   the   interpretation   of  these   the 
administration  continued  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
aervices  of  some  of  the  tribunals  composed  of  militia 
officers.    At   this   time   there   was   considerable   uii- 
certainty  as  to  the  limitations  of  the  two  systems  of 
judicature,  and  there  was  much  overlapping  of  systems 
and   many  disputes  as  to  procedure,  etc.    Friction 
•rose,  and  more  or  less  local  iU-feelling  was  gradually 
consolidated  into  a  wave  of  national  discontent.    The 
authorities  found  themselves  too  much  occupied  other- 
wise  to  find  time  to  draft  a  new  mUitia  law. 

Not  only  were  the  militia  officers  and  non-com- 
raissioned  officers  used  for  mere  court  duties  at  this 
time,  as  some  have  assumed.  The  capuins  of  mUitia 
were  looked  to  as  responsible  for  the  statute  labour 
bridges,  roads,  etc.,  as  in  the  days  of  the  old  regime' 
■nils  is  clearly  proved  by  many  existing  placards  of 
the  time.  one.  for  instance,  issued  by  tkivemor  Burton, 
May  9,  1764,  drawing  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
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the  improvement  of  the  road,  and  maJntewMiee  and 
constructbn  .rf  britlge.,  etc.  The  prineipaJ  elau.,  of 
the  proelamatkm  rpail  as  follows:— 

of  he  militia  withiij  the  toun.larie.  .rf  thi.  govemmrot 
to  take  step.  imnHNliately  on  the  posting  of  the  prewnt 
placard,  to  see  that  the  r<>a<ls  and  briilges  are  ropalred 

militia  in  his  district  or  parish  will  attend  to  this  in  the 
rmummty  manner,  under  |ienalty  of  arbitrary  tneaauica 
|»ing  taken  against  the  captains  or  other  offiom  of 
the^  pariah  militia  who  neglect  to  have  the  roads  and 
bndges  in  their  district  placed  in  a  satisfactory  order 
by  the  time  the  inspection  will  be  made,  one  month 
after  the  issue  of  the  present  proclamation." 

To  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  mUitia  officer*  a 
certain  number  of  arms  were  issued  them  for  free 
puWic  distribution,  on  loan,  during  gwxl  behaviour, 
in  or.h.r  that  the  recipients  might  hunt  and  "keep 
their  hands  in."  in  case  of  emergency.    It  waa  doubt- 
less felt  that  this  would  help   to  maintain   the  au- 
thority  of  the  militia  officers  who  had  been  f iendly 
enough  to  the  new  authorities  to  take  the  Q.th  of 
Allegiance.     In  one  case  the  recipients  of  these  «Tn« 
refused,  insolently,  to  perform  public  service  in  roi. 
nection  with  the  military  transport  «,rvice,  and  an 
order  from  the  new  governor  of  Three  Rivers,  Colonel 
ired.  Haldimand.  was  issued  to  the  militia  captain 
concerned  to  call  in  the  arms. 

The  gtivemors  were  not  slow  to  avaU  themselvea 
of  the  advice  .f  lie  militia  officers.  March  2eth  1764 
the  captains  of  the  Montreal  mUitia  drew  the  governor's 
attention  to  an  interference  which  had  been  made  with 
customary  practice,  in  a  formal  documimt. 

Burton  promptly  accepted  the  explanation,  and 
ordered  the  obstacle  complained  of  removed. 

And  now  Britain  was  about  to  caU  upon  her  new 
subjects  in  Canada  for  actual  mUitary  service  The 
^ighty  uprising  of  the  western  Indians,  known  as 
Pontiacs  conspiracy,  had  broken  out.  and  armaroenta 
were  preparing  to  suppress  the  uprising  and  relieve 
the  few  English  posts  that  still  held  out. 

The  British  authorities  recalled  the  splendid  service 
the  Canadians  had  rendered  the  French  armies  a. 
bush  fighters  and  voyageurs,  and  determined  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  service  of  a  Canadian  detachment. 

March  5,  General  James  Murray,  Cmvemor  of  Quebec 
and  Commander-in-Chief,  wrote  to  Lord  Halifax  that 
he  had  made  a  requisition  for  300  Canadians  to  serve 
in  the  approaching  campaign.  He  was  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  number  should  and  could  be 
raised  by  voluntarily  enlistment,  and  hoped  to  be  i 
able  to  prevent  his  neighbors,  the  Lieut.-Govemors  of 
Montreal  and  Three  Rivers,  from  putting  the  draft 


into  foTM.  He  hwl  pn>|)Mr«l  pmekmatioiMi  irUinK 
forth  that  (miM  of  ■prvin*.  anil  hr  wbhnt  that  all  th«< 
mm  ihould  tw  raimi  areonlinii  to  thrm.  ()im>  of 
thMB  proelamatioiM  an  ImimnJ  by  (liivprnnr  Hakiimai.d 
at  Thrt*  Riven,  ami  atidreawd  to  "All  the  Captaimi 
of  MUltla,"  ttmd  mt  follaw*:- 
"HJr:- 

"  Although  I  have  alrrady  vcrUlly  inforroiHi  you 
of  the  de«lre  with  which  Hm  Majeoly  w  ftimirmni  of 
PMuring  the  happitinw  of  hw  Mubjrptii,  and  of  the  firm 
rraolution  which  he  ha*  taken  to  lirinR  ImcIc  to  mumn 
some  of  the   Indian   Nation*,  whoM>  evil  spirit  ha* 
revealed  it»elf  through  trpawui  and  violence,  and  to 
oompel  them  to  ennure  the  return  of  a  iwyinK  trade 
and  peace  lo  neceamry  to  hi*  peofiieM,  I  have  deemed 
it  adviitable  to  inform  you  that  for  thin  purpoM>  the 
Oovemment  haa  rewilved  upon  adding  five  eompanieM 
of  CanadianN  to  the  troops  to  \te  engaged  in  this  aervice. 
Theae  companiea  will  compriae  6U  men  each.    Two 
will  be  raiaed  in  the  (Sovemment  of  Quebec,  two  in 
that  of  Montreal  and  one  in  that  of  Three  Rivera  and 
will  be  under  the  command  of  Canadian  offieera.    Only 
thoae  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  are  determined  to 
become  aubject  of  Hia  Majesty  wUI  be  enrolled  in 
theae  eompaniea.     In  recognition  of,  and  aa  a  reward 
for  the  good  will  of  thoae  who  enroll  themaelvea,  there 
will  be  given  twelve  dollara  in  money  to  each  volunteer, 
there  will  be  diatributed  to  them  one  coat,  two  pain  of 
Indian  mocaaaina  and  a  pair  of  mitta;  they  will  !» 
fumiahed  with  arma,  munitions  and  auppliea  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  campaign.    The  pay  for  each 
man  will  be  aix  EnglUh  pence  per  day,  and  they  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  prieat  to  diaeharge  the  dutiea  of  hia 
miniatry.    The  aervice  of  theae  volunteen  will  end 
with  the  campaign,  and  after  that  each  of  them  w.ll 
be  at  liberty  to  return  home.    Huch  a  atep  indicatcN 
in  the  Oovernment  confidence  in  the  aubjecta  of  Hia 
Majesty.     We  are  in  the  right  in  expecting  that  thc> 
will  not  only  enroll  readily,  but  will  show  great  faith- 
fulneas   to  fulfill   their  engagements   wherever   they 
may  be  placed  by  circunutancea  and  for  the  good  of 
the  aervice.    They  should  act  aa  much  through  honour 
and  duty  aa  through  gratitude  and  through  teal  in 
their  own  interest.     Pending  the  time  when  you  may 
be  at  liberty  to  publish  this  ordinance  at  the  church 
door  nfext  Sunday,  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  render 
it  public,  more  especially  among  the  young  men,  so 
that  they  may  be  informed  of  all  the  conditions  which 
are  offered  them." 


"Made  a<Hl  delivered  at  Three  Riven,  under  the 
aeal  of  our  arma,  mi  the  l.th  of  Marrh,  I7M. 

(Higned)    "Khkd.  Haldimano." 

April  IH,  I7M,  Haldimand  wrote  that  he  had  raiaed 
the  sixty  men  re<|uired  aa  the  quota  from  his  govern, 
ment  for  the  Canadian  corps.  He  met  with  a  difHeulty 
in  regard  to  volunteering,  a*  the  ( 'ana<lians.  arci-  omed 
to  In  ordered  out  <«•  drafted,  feared  that  b.  volun- 
teering and  accepting  the  tmunty,  they  would  lie 
enliated  for  life.  They  were  at  last  cimvinced,  and 
all  the  men  retpiired,  volunteered. 

In  a  letter  from  ( ieneral  Murray  to  Lord  Halifax,  April 
24, 1764.  the  (iovernor  reported  with  apparent  gratifica- 
tion that  the  Canadian  Corps  had  been  raiaed  and  equip- 
ped in  fourteen  days,  and  left  .Montrea'. ';.  r  (Jswego  on  the 
aixth  of  that  month. 

Thia   pioneer   militia  corps  of   >hr  British  regime 
in    Canada   was  placed   under  the  command  of  one 
of    the    moat  capable   otticen    of    the    old    French 
aervice,  Jean  Baptiate  Marie  des  Hergerea  de   Higau- 
ville,   who    waa   temporarily  commiaaiimed  aa  Major. 
Thia  gentleman  waa   boro  at  Herthieriii-haa,  Ocio-. 
ber  28,   17a6,  and   for  diatinguiahed  aervice  in   the 
MilitU    waa    rewarded   with   a   commiaaion    in    the 
Troupes  de  ht  Marine.     Aa  one  of  the  aenior  officen 
of  that  hard  fighting  body  of  men,  he  participated 
with  marked  diatinction  in  the   liattle  of  8te.  Foyc, 
often  spoken  of  aa  the  second  battle  of  the  Plains  of 
Abraham,  in  the  spring  of  1760.    He  was  especially 
thanked  for  his  services  in  connection  with  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Pontiac  uprising,  and  was  called  to  the 
legislative  Council  in  177S.  The  same  year  he  formed 
part  of  the  heroic  garrison  of  8t.  Johns,  being  wounded 
and  taken  priHoncr  of  war.  While  in  prison  at  Bristol, 
Penn.,  he  succumbed  to  his  wounds  and  exposure, 
October  30,  1776,  and  was  buried  at  Philadelphia. 

The  other  officen  of  this  corps  were  all  men 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  militia  of  the 
French  r^ime,  such  men  as  Antoine  Jucherean  Du- 
chesnay.  Saint  Ange  de  Rellerive,  Godefroy  Baby 
and  many  othen  whose  names  are  familiar  to  the 
readen  of  Canadian  history.  The  aervice  they  per- 
formed ill  connection  with  the  expedition  against 
Pontiac  and  hia  Indiana  waa  of  the  most  useful  and 
gallant  kind,  gaining  the  unstinted  praiae  of  the 
commanding  officen,  and  winning  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  their  Britixh  comrades. 


CHAPTER  III 

SIR  GUY  CARLETONS  MILITIA  AND  VOLUNTEERS 


^K-^  "•'!,  »*"«•"*  "'  «"«"W,  (J,.„oral  Murray, 

or  Wolfe «  .fficen..  m  S,.p.,mber  the  muhh.  vrar.    Th.. 
n.n«.of  Crloto..  (Ltor  Lord  Dorrh.M..r)  u,i„,im«tX 

When  the  «ew  governor  .rrived  he  found  aJT.ir.  in 
•  decidedly  critical  «tate.  The  uncertainty  a,,  to  the 
oxact  application  „,  ,h,  Royal  iWlaniation  „f  1764 
»nd  the  «ub«equent  ordinanc,..  ha.1  C8u«>d  much 
c.mfuHH.n  m  the  administration  of  juHtir.  a,.d  bitter 
dmpute.  between  the  foiglinh  and  Fn-n-h  «p..uki„. 
people.  Loeal.ritation.and  ill-feeling  we«.  prevalent 
trouWe  l»tween  (Jreat  Britain  and  her  older  AnM-rican" 

■i.duce  fl«,  Irench  fanadiaim  ,„  participate  in  their 
moyement.  emu-arien  of  the  Fn-nch  goyeV^ment  were 
aj«    attempting  to  tun.  the  Canadian   people  from 
their  newly  waled  allegiance  t«  Britain 
M  thiH  juncture  the  fair  and  honouraWe  treatment 

?ew  Ith    T.r"'"  '•'■  """  """"'•  •^"""«  "■«  fi™. 
ew  month*  of  the  new  regime  .a«  «.paid  and  with 

ntere«t,  although  a  few  month*  later  it  lcH.kod  for  a 

.me  a«  though  the  generosity  of  the  British  had  been 

i^T\' .  '".  '"^"*"''«  "♦  'W«  point  to  recall  that 
mmediate  y  after  the  conquest  the  distreH«  to  whi.h 
the  French  Canadian  inhabitantH  had  been  «Kl„ced 
wa«  Huch  as  to  render  rtlief  necessary,  and  in  1761  the 
«um  of  600  pounds  sterling  was  raised  by  sul»cription 
among  the  merchants  and  othe™.  and  each  s,Ildier 
m  the  regular  army  gave  one  day's  proyisions  monthly 
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l»  Mieye  th,.  immediate  distre*..  Mupplle.  wen-  aim 
-on.  out  from  Enghmd  for  free  dk.ribi^l.  M^eh  " 
the  .lis yes.  had  arisen  from  the  non-payment  of  the 

':^St  i.!""'^  ^'  "«  Krench^^Oo^mlnt 
-etUed  for  m  paper  money,  of  which  large  amounU 

were  outstanding  at  the  cession,  and  whil^Sn 

orlilT"^"'^-  Th-Hriti.h.uthoritie.„« 
on  J    m*1e  efforts  to  obuin   payment  for  the     ew 

to  warn  the  (  aiudians  fn,m  dispoeing  of  their  paper 
mon^v  at  a  s«ri«c.,  to  jobber,  and  .peculat!!™'^'^ 

written  to  General  Amhemt  by  (Jeneral  Ga»  from 

Cye  ^de  it^  ™^  """""^"^  ^  *•"•  K«»vem„.ent  I 
haye  inade  it  my  constant  care  and  attention  that  the 

kind  and  humane  intentions.  No  inyarion  on  thii' 
propert.es  or  insult  to  their  persons  ha.  gone  Ipun 
-hrd.  All  reproaches  on  their  subjection  by  tte  fate 
of  arms,  rey.HngH  on  their  customs  or  co-mtty  aLd 
all  reflections  on  their  religion  haye  been  di.runrn- 
aneed  and  ^.rbid.  No  distinction  has  been  m«le^ 
tween  the  Briton  and  Camidian,  but  they  S  6^ 

t?ey  rllr    n"  '"'"*""''  *'"•  '''«  '"»»«>it.nt,,  a^d 

hey  reciprocally  acquire  an  affection  for  each  otter 

'>ave,  notwithstanding,  made  known  Hi.  Maj^ty'. 

ot  corps    that  everj'  individual  may  be  acquainted 
therewith,  which   will.  n„  d..ubt.   add    the '^t^ 


wMght  lo  iIm>  ordm  Mtd  liirMtkin*  which  haw  bi>ni 
•IrMdygivrn.  Andyouimy  bDMaumlthMihriniop*, 
who  hav*  »¥w  ahnwti  thi>  m<Mt  Mtipiit  tir  <irti  to  mI  vanrr 
the  InlWMta  o(  ihi>ir  Mnvrrpifn.  Mid  paid  ihr  nwwi 
cxaet  ohnilor.n*  lo  hki  nMnmandii.  will  vW  with  parh 
olhw  In  l>r(:'h<>rly  lovi*  and  affi>rtioii  in  the  Canaillanii 
owr  whom  Hli  MaJmMly  ha*  rxipii.l,-.!  hi-<  rovnl  favor 
•*id  protPctkm."— (Roport  on  Canadian  Awhivw  for 
I7M,  p.  xi.) 

The  eoiTMpi>ndFnc«  of  all  I  he  Rovernon  at  thin  linio, 
no  leai  than  Iheir  artiona,  indirattsl  the  hoicitt  denirv 
to  deal  JiMtly  by  Hie  French  Caiixtiami.  And  «. 
much  waa  thin  appreciated  that  M>me  CanadiaiiK 
of  «Dod  family  who  had  ({one  to  France  after  the  cewion 
returned  to  Canada,  preferrinn  to  lulimit  to  the 
British  rule  at  adminiDtered  in  Canada  than  t«i  remain 
content  with  the  unfiilfilM  promineii  of  ih.'  French 
Qoveniment. 

There  ia  no  dosil>t  that  there  were  th«in>  in  authority 
in  France  who  from  the  b«>(inninR  looked  forward  to 
the  future  rcconquewt  of  Canada,  and  the  Canadian 
tnilitary  officem  who  returned  to  Fra-  -  were  continued 
on  tho  pay-roIlM  at  inen-aiipd  rate*  of  |,ay  for  Home  yearn, 
the  only  apparent  object  being  to  retain  their  rervicce 
for  ime  in  future  operation*  in  Canada. 

Bclnn  a  thorough  Roldier,  one  of  the  fimt  thinick  that 
imprewed  Carleton  after  hiH  arrival  waa  the  defencelciw 
and  danRerou*  condition  of  the  colony,  and  before  he 
had  been  many  monthn  in  Canada  he  addremed  a 
communication    ro    I»rd    Shelburne,   of  the    Britiah 
Ooveniment,    dated    Quebec,    3Sth     Nov.,    1767— 
(Dominion  Archiven  Series  (J,  vol.  5—1,  p.  280).  in 
which  he  clearly  and  in  complete  detail  set  forth  the 
actual    poaition.    After  ahowing   the   poor   atate   of 
repair  of  the  defences  of  Montreal  and  Quebec,  Sir 
Ouy  proceeded  to  detail  the  force  available  for  the 
colony's  defence,    writing   as   followa:— "The  King's 
forces  in  this  Province,  supposing  them  complete  to 
the  allowance,  and  all  in  perfect  health,  rank  and  file, 
would  amount  to  aixtcen  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
men,  the  king's  old  subjects  (o/  Brili»k  w  Briliik 
Colonial  birth),  supposing  them  all  wUling,  might  fur- 
nish about  live  hundred    men   able  to  carry  amw, 
exclusive  of  his  t.-oope,  that  is  supposing  all  the  king's 
troops  and  old  subjects  collected  in  Quebec,  with  two 
moiiths  hard  labor,  they  might  put  the  works  in  a 
tolerable  state  of  repair,  and  would  amount  to  about 
one-third  of  the  forces  necessary  for  ito  defence. 

"The  new  subjeota  could  send  into  the  field  about 
eighteen  thousand  men,  well  able  to  carry  arms;  of 
which  number,  above  one-half  have  already  served, 
with  as  much  valour,  with  more  «-al,  and  more  military 
knowledge  for  Afticrica  than  the  regular  tniope  of 
France,  that  were  joined  with  them. 
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"An  I  he  nmmon  pm|4e  are  giMlly  to  he  influenerd 
by  their  Heigneun,  I  annex  a  reluin  of  t.Se  NoIiIcmm  of 
Canaila,  nhowing  with  tohraliie  txarlneas,  their  age. 
•ank.  and  pniaent  place  of  abode,  ingeiher  with  aueh 
natives  of  France,  as  serve.!  in  the  colony  traopa  so 
early  in  life  aa  to  givp  them  a  kmmledge  ->f  the  country, 
an  acquaintance  and  influence  over  the  people,  equal 
to  natives  of  the  name  rank;  fn»m  whence  it  appears 
that  there  are  In  France,  and  in  the  French  service, 
about  one  hiin<lre<l  odieera,  all  ready  lo  be  aent  liack. 
in  caae  of  a  war,  to  a  country  they  are  intimately 
acquainted   with,   and   with   the  aaaistanee  of  some 
troops,  to  stir  up  •  people  acciiatomed  to  pay  them 
lm|)licit  olmtienre.      It   further  shows   there  remain 
in  Canada  not  many  more  than  seventy  of  those,  who 
ever  hati  Iwii  in  the  French  service,  not  one  of  them 
in  the  King's  service  nor  one  who,  from  any  motive 
whatever,  ia  induced  to  aupport  hb  Oovemmenf  and 
Dominion,   gentlemen,  who  have  hiat  their  employ- 
ments, at  least,  by  becoming  his  subjecia,  and  aa  they 
am  not  b.)und  by  any  offices  of  trust  or  profit,  we 
ahould  o..ly  deceive  ouraelvea  by  suppnaing,  they  woidd 
he  active  in  the  defence  of  a  people,  that  has  deprived 
them  of  their  honours,  priviiegea.  profiu  and  laws, 
and  in  their  stead,  have  intro<luced  much  expense! 
chicannery,  and  confusion,  with  c  delude  of  new  laws 
unknown    and    unpuWinhed.    Therefore    all    circum- 
atance.t  (onsidered.  while  matters  continue  in   their 
preHcnt  state,  the  most  we  tTuiy  hope  for  from  the 
gentleinen  who  remain  in  the  province,  is  a  pas.iive 
neutrality  on  all  occasions,  with  a  respectful  ..i-b- 
inission  to  Government,  and  deference  for  the  King'a 
Commission  in  whatever  hand  it  may  be  lodged;  this 
they  almost  to  a  man  have  persevered  in,  since  my 
arrival,  notwithstanding  much  pains  have  been  taken, 
to  engage  them  in  parties,  by  a  few,  whose  duty,  and 
whose  office  should  have  taught  them  better.    This 
disposition  the  French  minister  si'ems  to  have  fore>«>en, 
as  appesrs  by  orders  calculated  to  draw  them  from 
Canada  into  France,  well  knowing  that  such  as  re- 
mained, were  bound  by  duty  and  honour  to  do  nothing 
against   their  allegiance   to   the   king,   under   whose 
Government  they  live,  whereas  those  who  go  to  France, 
are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  officers  in  the  French 
service,  and  liable  to  be  sent  on  any  service. 

"For  these  reasons,  I  imagine,  an  edict  was  pub- 
lished  in  1762  declaring,  that  notwithstanding  the  low 
state  of  the  king's  tinanees,  the  salary  of  the  captains  of 
the  colony  troops  of  Canada  should  be  raised  from  four 
hundred  and  fifty  livres,  the  establishment  at  which 
their  pay  was  fixed  at  first,  to  six  hundred  livres  a 
year,  to  be  p»id  quarterly,  upon  the  footing  of  officf  rs 
in  full  pay,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
quarters  assigned  them  by  his  majesty  in  Touraine, 


and  that  luch  of  them,  as  did  not  repair  thither, 
should  be  struck  off,  the  Icing's  intention  being,  that 
the  said  officers  should  remain  in  that  province,  until 
further  orders,  and  not  depart  from  thence  without  a 
written  leave  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Marine  Department. 

"  A  few  of  these  officers  have  been  sent  to  the  other 
colonies,  but  the  greater  part  still  remain  in  Touraine, 
and  the  arrears  due  to  those  who  have  remained  any 
time  in  this  country,  are  punctually  discharged,  upon 
their  emigration  from  hence,  and  obedience  to  the 
above  mentioned  injunction. 

"  By  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter,  a  certain  quantity 
of  wine,  duty  free,  is  admitted  to  enter  the  towns, 
where  these  Canadian  officers  quarter,  for  their  use, 
according  to  their  several  ranks." 

The  summaries  of  the  lists  sent  with  this  letter  are 
.  s  I'^Uows: — 

"Names  of  the  roots  of  noble  families  in  Canada 
the  titles  of  which  are  unquestionable,  and  whose 
children  and  descendants  have  remained  in  the  pro- 
vince since  the  conquest,  vix.: — 

"  Families  whose  titles  of  nobility  are  enregistered  :— 
Baron  de  Longueuil,  title  granted  in  1700;  Hertel, 
Boucher,  Louis  CouUlard  De  Beaumont,  Aubert  De  La 
Chesnay,  Juchereau  Duchesnay,  ennobled  in  Canada. 

"Families  whose  ancestors  received  the  title  of 
esquire,  in  their  commissions  as  officers:— Xavier  De 
Lanaudiere,  De  Langy,  De  NormanvUle,  Duverwr, 
Denoyelle,  Sabrevois  De  Bleury,  Denys  De  la  Ronae, 
De  Richarville,  De  Montigny,  came  out  in  the  regi- 
ment 01  Carignan,  the  first  that  arrived  in  Canada, 
about  the  year  1652  or  1663. 

"Officers  who  were  all  necessarily  gentlemen  by 
birth:— Daillebout,  De  La  Cx)me,  De  Beaujeu,  St.Ours 
De  Dechallion,  De  Varennes,  Chabert  de  Jonquieres, 
Desbergers  De  Rigauville,  De  La  Valtrie,  De  Ganne, 
Picote  De  Belestre,  officers  in  the  colonial  corps. 

Chaussegros  De  Lery,  engineer  in  the  colonial  corps; 
De  Bonne,  officer  in  the  colonial  service;  De  Vassal' 
officer  in  the  Queen's  regiment;  De  Salaberry,  captain 
in  the  Royal  Navy. 

"Families  whose  ancestors  were  councUlors  in  the 
superior  council  established  in  1663,  by  act  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  the  provisions  of  which  are  en- 
registered  :—Damour  Duchaufour,  in  1663,  first  coun- 
cillor; Villeray,  Lepinay,  La  Durantaye,  in  1670; 
Chartier  De  Lotbiniere,  1680,  first  councillor;  Hazeur 
Delorme,  1700,  Guillemin,  1715;  De  la  Fontaine,  1730; 
Taschereau,  1732. 

"Godefroi  De  Tonnancour  held  the  title  of  esquire, 
by  the  king's  commission  of  lieutenant-general  of  the 
district  of  Three  Rivers." 
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"  French  Noblesse  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Novem- 
ber, 1767:— Captains  having  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  8; 
captain  named  in  the  Order  but  not  invested,  1; 
captains  who  have  not  the  Order,  4;  lieuts.  having'the' 
Order,  1;  lieuts.,  16;  Ens.,  20;  officiers  de  rdwrve,  2; 
cadets,  23;  have  never  been  in  the  service,  44;  in  the 
upper  country  who  have  never  been  in  the  service,  6- 
total,  126. 

"French  Canadian  Noblesse  in  France,  1767:— 
Grand  Croix,  1;  governors,  lieut.-govemors,  ii(ajor», 
aide  majors,  captains  and  lieut.  of  ships  of  war  having 
the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  26;  aide  major  and  captains 
not  having  the  Order,  6;  lieutenants,  12;  ensigns,  10; 
Canadian  officers  in  actual  service  whose  parenta  have 
remained  in  Canada,  15;  total,  79. 

"Natives  of  France,  who  came  over  to  Canada  as 
cadets,  served  and  were  preferred  in  the  colony  troops, 
and  are  treated   in   France  as  Canadian  officers:- 
Captains  not  having  the  Croix  of  St.  Louis,  7;  had  the 
rank  of  captain  in  1760,  raised  to  that  of  lieut.-colonel 
in  France  K.  of  St.  Louis,  1 ;  lieutenants,  7;  was  captain 
in  the  colony  troops  at  Mississippi,  came  to  Canada  in 
1780,  and  is  raised  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Spanish 
service  at  Mississippi  Kt.  of  St.  Louis,  1;  having  had 
civil  employments,  5;  officers  of  the  port,  2. 
(Canadian  Archives,  Series  Q,  Vol.  6-1,  p.  269.) 
It  appears  that  Carleton  had  already  advised  that 
some  steps  be  taken  to  give  military  employment  to 
the  French  Canadian  gentry,  as  a  measure  of  relief, 
as  a  means  of  securing  their  interest  in  the  new  regime, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  forces  of  the  crown.    The  raising  of  a  regiment 
officered  by  French  Canadians   had   been   proposed, 
and  it  had  been  also  suggested  that  commissions  in 
the  army  might  be  given.    But  Carleton  was  met 
with  the  reply  that  under  the  old  laws  upholding 
Roman    Catholic    disability,    the  French  Canadians, 
being  Roman  Catholics,  could  not  hold  commissions 
in  the  army. 

However,  Carleton  persevered  in  his  idea,  and  we 
find  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  preserved  in  the 
Dominion  Arohives,  (Series  Q,  Vol.  6-2,  p.  890),  which 
he  wrote  November  2l8t,  1768,  in  reply  to  some  queries 
regarding  some  treasonable  correspondence  supposed 
to  have  been  received  in  Canada,  the  following  obser- 
vations on  this  same  subject:— 

"My  Lord,— Since  my  arrival  in  this  province,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  make  any  discovery  that  induces 
me  to  give  credit  to  the  paper  of  intelligence  inclosed 
in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  14th  of  May  last;  nor 
do  I  think  it  probable  the  chiefs  of  their  own  free 
notion  in  time  of  peace,  dare  assemble  in  numbers, 
consult,  and  resolve  on  a  revolt;  or  that  an  assembly 
of  military  men  should  be  so  ignorant,  as  to  fancy 


they  could  defend  themaelv<!i  by  a  few  firethipe  only, 
againat  any  future  attack  from  Great  Britain,  after 
their  experience  in  fifty  nine. 

"  Notwithitanding  this,  and  their  decent  and  respect- 
ful obedience  to  the  Icing's  government  hitherto,  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  secret  attachments 
to  France,  and  think  this  will  continue  as  long  as  they 
are  excluded  from  all  employments  under  the  British 
government,  and  are  certain  of  being  reinstated,  at 
least  in  their  former  commissions,  under  that  of  France, 
by  which  chiefly  they  supported  themselves  and  families. 

"When  I  reflect  -hat  France  naturally  has  the  affec- 
tions of  all  the  peuple;  that,  to  make  no  mention  of 
fees  of  office  and  the  vexations  of  the  law,  we  have 
done  nothing  to  gain  one  man  in  the  province  by 
making  it  his  private  interest  to  remain  the  king's 
subject;  and  that  the  interests  of  many  would  be  greatly 
promoted  ty  a  revolution,  I  own  my  not  having 
discovered  a  treasonable  correspondence.  Never  was 
proof  sufficient  to  convince  me  it  did  not  exist  in  some 
degree,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  such  a  message 
has  been  sent,  very  few  were  entrusted  with  the  secret. 
Perhaps  the  Court  of  France,  informed  a  year  past  by 
Mons.  de  Chatelet,  that  the  king  proposed  raising  a 
regiment  of  his  new  subjects,  caused  this  piece  of. 
intelligence  to  be  communicated,  to  create  a  jealousy 
of  the  Canadians,  and  prevent  a  measure  that  might 
fix  their  attachments  to  the  British  Government,  and 
probably,  of  those  savages  who  have  always  acted 
with  them.  However  that  be,  on  receiving  this  news 
from  France  last  spring,  most  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
province  applied  to  me,  and  begged  to  be  admitted  into 
the  king's  service,  assuring  me  they  would  take  every 
opportunity  to  testify  their  zeal  and  gratitude  for 
so  great  a  mark  of  favour  and  tenderness,  extended, 
not  only  to  them,  but  to  their  posterity. 

"  When  I  consider  further,  that  the  king's  dominion 
here  is  maintained  but  by  a  few  troops,  necessarily 
dispersed,  without  a  place  of  security  for  their  maga- 
zines, for  their  arms  or  for  themselves;  amidst  a  numer- 
ous military  people,  (the  Gentlemen,  all  officers  of  exper- 
ience, poor,  without  hopes,  that  they  or  their  descen- 
dants will  be  admitted  into  the  service  of  their  present 
sovereign),  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  France,  as  soon 
as  determined  to  begin  a  war  will  attempt  to  regain 
Canada,  should  it  be  intended  only  to  make  a  diversion, 
while  it  may  reasonably  be  undertaken  with  little 
hazard,  should  it  fail,  and  where  so  much  may  be 
gained  should  it  succeed.  But  should  France  begin 
a  war  in  hopes  the  British  Colonies  will  puck  matters 
to  extremities,  and  she  adopts  the  project  of  supporting 
them  in  their  independent  notions,  Canada  probably 
will  then  become  the  principal  scene,  where  the  fate 
of    America    may    be    determined.    Affairs    in    this 


situation,  Canada  in  the  hands  of  France  would  no 
longer  present  itself  as  an  enemy  to  the  British  colonies, 
but  as  an  ally,  a  friend  and  a  protector  of  their  indepen- 
dency. 

"  Your  lordship  must  immediately  perceive  the  many 
disadvantages  Great  Britain  would  labour  under  in  a 
war  of  this  nature;  and  on  the  other  hand,  how  greatly 
Canada  might  forever  support  the  British  interests 
on  thw  continent — for  it  Is  not  united  In  any  common 
principle,  interest  or  wish  with  the  other  provinces 
in  opposition  to  the  supreme  seat  of  government — was 
the  king's  dominion  over  it  only  strengthened  by  a 
citadel,  which  a  few  national  troops  might  secure, 
and  the  natives  attached,  by  making  It  their  interest, 
to  remain  His  subjects. 

^My  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  Nos.  20,  23,  24, 
25;and  26  contain  more  fully  my  humble  opinion  of 
the  measures  necessary  to  obtain  this  desirable  end, 
convinced,  that  the  affections  of  the  Canadians,  or 
a  great  force,  is  necessary  to  secure  this  province  In 
time  of  war,  or,  at  least  till  the  marine  of  France  Is 
thoroughly  subdued.  To  those  letters  I  refer  your  Lord- 
ship for  further  particulars,  and  am,  with  great  regard 
and  esteem, 

"  Your  Lordship's 

"  most  obedient 

^,  "  and  most  humble  servant, 

3UY  CARLETON. 

"  To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. " 

The  reply  to  this  communication  Is  interesting  as 
expressing  the  views  held  at  court  on  the  subject  imder 
discussion : — 

Whitehall,  Jan.  4,  i769. 

"  Sir:— I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  king  your 
secret  despatch  of  the  2l8t  of  November. 

"  The  remarks  you  make  upon  the  state  and  temper 
of  His  Majesty's  new  subjects  will  be  of  great  utility 
in  the  consideration  of  the  measures  now  under  deliber- 
ation, and  do  evince  both  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  extending  to  that  brave  and  faithful  people 
a  reasonable  participation  in  those  establishments 
which  are  to  form  the  basis  of  the  futiu«  government 
of  the  colony  of  Quebec,  but  I  fear  that  from  the  spirit 
of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
prejudices  of  mankind,  and  the  dispositions  that  appear 
in  all  parties  and  factions  to  mak>^  every  measure, 
however  well-considered  and  Intended,  the  foimdation 
of  clamour  and  opposition,  it  will  hardly  be  practicable 
to  extend  such  participation  to  the  military  line, 
although,  for  my  part,  I  clearly  see  and  agree  in  opinion 
with  you  that  great  advanatges  might  be  deduced 
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both  to  the  colony  and  to  the  Mother  Country,  from 
an  Mtablishment  of  that  «ort,  under  proper  regulations. 


"  I  am,  4c., 

"HILLSBOROUGH." 

Carloton  was  anxious  to  properly  oigani*.  the 
sedentary  m.l.tia,  but  found  the  Uw  on  this,  as  on 
other  .subjects,  confusing. 

In  IVwraber,  1767,  some  progress  had  been  n.ade  in 
preparing  a  summary  of  the  laws  of  Canada  as  thev 
existed  under  the  French  regime  and  previous  to  the 
establishment  of  civil  government  in  Canada,  and 
Carleton  wrote  to  the  colonial  authorities  in  London 
calhng  attention  to  the  confusion  which  existed  in 
admunstering  the  laws  since  the  Ordinance  of  1764 
and  recommending  the  repeal  of  that  ordinance,  leaving 
the  old  Canadian  laws  almost  cntire.-(Dom.  Archives 
Report  for  1890,  p.  xiii). 

January  20.  1768,  Carleton  wrote  to  Lord  Shel- 
burne  uigmg  various  means  for  impressing  the  new 
subjects  with  attachment  and  zeal  for  the  king's 
government,  suggesting  among  other  things  that  a 
Canadian  corps  be  raised  and  that  offices  in  the  king's 
.service  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

September  4,  1774,  C^vernor  Gage  of  Massachu- 
setts, from  Boston,  forwarded  to  Quebec,  for  Carleton 
a  suggestion  that  two  regiments  of  Canadians  be' 
raised  for  service  in  .Massachusetts  in  view  of  the 
unruly  disposition  of  the  people  there.  Carleton  of 
course  could  not  comply. 

February  4,  1775,  Carleton,  at  Quebec,   wrote  to 
General   Gage   at    Boston   stating   that   the    French 
Canadians  generally  seemed  pleased  at  the  passage 
of  the  Quebec  Act.    The  gentry  were  well  disposed  to 
serve  m  regular  corps  but  did  "not  relish  commanding 
a  hare  militia."    The  sudden  dismissal  of  the  Canadian 
regiment  raised  in  1764,  at  the  time  of  Pontiac's  con- 
spiracy, without  gratuity  or  recompense  to  officers 
was  still   uppermost  in  their  thoughts.    As  for  the 
peasantry,  government  had  retained  so  little  power 
that  It  would  require  time  and  discreet  management 
to  recall  them  to  habits  of  obedience.    To  embody 
them  suddenly  as  militia  and  march  them  off  to  war, 
_  would  give  color  to  the  language  of  the  sons  of  sedition, 
that  It  was  the  intention  to  rule  over  them  with  the 
former  despotism.'"  He  recommended  raising  a  batta- 
lion or  two  of  Canadian.s,  which  would  find  employment 
for  and  attach  the  gentry,  giving  them  an  influence 
over  the  lower  classes  and  securing  the  Indians. 

Meantime  some  of  the  newly  arrived  English  settlers 
most  of  them  from  the  older  American  colonies,  and 
some  of  the  civil  officials,  a  number  of  whom  were 
French   Protestants  or   "Swiss,"   and   naturally   not 


favourably  regarded  by  the  inhabitants,  were  acting 
in  such  an  arbitrary  or  a  greedy  way  as  to  cause  dis- 
affection among  the  high-spirited  French  population 
J^d  the  refractory  and  democratic  spirit,  which  from 
the  date  of  the  landing  of  the  first  settlers  had  existed 
and    been    fostered    by    gross    misgovemment,    was 
rapidly  drifting  on  towards  rebellion  in  New  England 
and   the   southern   colonies.    The   whole   patchwork 
fabric  of  British  Colonies  in  North  America,  with  the 
exception  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Hudson  Bay  terri- 
tory, appeared  about  ready  to  fall  to  pieces.    All  sorts 
of  tardy  concUiatory  measures,  most  o'  them  most 
absurdly  devised,  were  taken  by  the  home  authorities 
In  the  hope  of  conciliating  the  French  Cana^flans  the 
Hritish  Parliament  in  1774  passed  "the  Quebec  Act  " 
which  extended   the  boundaries  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec  from  Labrador  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  the 
Ohio  to   the  watershed  of  Hudson   Bay,   abolished 
Roman  Catholic  disabUity,  confirmed  the  tithes  to  the  ' 
Catholic  clergy,  but  exempted  Protestants  from  -pay- 
ment, re-established  the  French  civU  code  and  the 
seignorial  tenure,  confirmed  the  English  crimmal  code 
and  vested  authority  in  a  governor  and  an  vpointed 
council.    This  act,  whUe  received  with  gratification  by 
the  French  Canadian  seigneurs  and  clergy,  greatly  dis- 
pleased the  mass  of  the  French-Canadian  people,  the 
English-speaking  colonists  in  Canada,  and  the  people 
of  the  older  English  colonies.    This  act  made  no  re- 
ference to  the  militia. 

The  measure  was  founded  on  petitions  and  repre- 
sentations of  the  French  noblesse:  everv  clause  of  it 
showed  that  the  wishes  of  the  British  colonists  in 
Canada  especially  had  been  unjustly  and  contemp- 
tuously rejected.  Nor  did  the  Bill  recognise  the 
wishes  of  the  mass  of  the  French  Canadian  people. 

The  French  noblesse,  of  whom  many,  under  the 
Quebec  \ct,  were  received  into  the  CouncU  or  ap- 
pointed to  executive  offi-^  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  who  were  restored  to  the  possession  of  their 
estates  and  their  tithes,  acquiesced  in  the  new  form  of 
government,  but  by  a  large  part  of  the  British  residents 
It  was  detested,  as  at  war  with  English  liberties,  and 
subjecting  them  to  arbitrary  power. 

The  Act  was  unquestionably  an  honest  attempt  to 
satisfy  the  French  Canadians,  but  the  mistake  was 
made  of  accepting  altogether  the  representations  of 
the  seigneurs  and  clergy,  more  particulariy  those  of  • 
the  seigneurs.  The  latter  class,  by  reason  of  their 
superior  social  positions,  not  always  an  indication  of 
sound  judgment,  of  unselfish  patriotism,  of  familiarity 
with  popular  views  or  of  knowledge  of  national  require- 
ments, were  naturally  thrown  into  closer  contact  with  the 
first  British  colonial  officials  than  their  fellow  country- 
men of  less  pretentious  social  status,  but  who  were 


better  able  to  give  oxpregsioii  to  mund  popular  views 
on  public  questionft.     The  seigneurs  appeared  to  have 
succeeded  in  keeping  from  the  ears  of  the  British 
administrators  the  truth  as  to  the  ill-feeling  which  had 
been  produced  throughout  the  mass  of  the   French 
Canadians  by  the  arbitrary,  greedy,  and  often  corrupt 
conduct  of  many  of  the  old  seigneurs  during   the 
■•'rench  regime,  fc;  if  the  peasant  of  New  France  had 
wed  compulsory  military  service  to  the  king,  he  also 
aad  owed  to  the  seignior  crushing  feudal  obligation, 
and    this  obligation  was  but  too  often  most  cruelly 
exacted.     Even    Carleton,    whose    advice    had    been 
sought  in  framing  the  Quebec  Act,  sagacious  though 
he  was,  and  public  spirited,  failed  to  receive  with  due 
discrimination  the  representations  of  the  self-seekin 
seigneurs,  and  in  a  letter  writt^-n  by  Chief  Justice  Hay 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  1775,  he  point<>d  out  that 
Carleton  had  act*d  very  injudiciously  in  depending 
so  much  upon  the  seigneurs,   whose  elation  at  the 
supposed  restoration  oY  their  old  privileges  had  given 
offence  to  their  own  people  and  to  the  English  mer- 
chants. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1775,  Congress  passed  a  resolu- 
tion setting  forth  "  That,  as  this  Congress  has  nothing 
more  in  view  than  the  defence  of  these  colonies,  no 
expedition  or  incursion  ought  to  be  undertaken  or 
made  by  any  colony,  or  body  of  colonists,  against  or 
into  Canada.' 

The  resolution  was  translated  into  French,  and 
distributed  throughout  Canada.  In  the  light  of  the 
subsequent  action  of  Congress,  this  resolution  must 
be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  cheat  either  the  Govern- 
ment or  people  of  Canada  into  a  sense  of  security,  the 
better  to  overrun  and  overwhelm  them.  For.  on  the 
27th  of  June,  Congress  passed  another  resolution,  in- 
structing General  Schuyler  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  Ticonderoga.  and,  if  he  found  it  practicable,  "im- 
mediately to  take  possession  of  St.  John's  and  Mont- 
real, and  pursue  any  other  measure  in  Canada  which 
might  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  peace  and 
security  of  these  colonies." 

These  things  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  Governor 
Carleton,  one  of  the  most  praiseworthy  military  men 
that  ever  governed  a  British  dependency;  the  man  who 
preserved  Canada  to  the  Empire.  Carleton,  on  the 
9th  June,  1775,  proclaimed  that  he  had  put  the  pro- 
vince under  martial  law;  at  the  same  time  he  called 
out  its  militia,  depending  chiefly  upon  the  seigneurs 
for  the  enrollment. 

The  malign  influence  of  the  Quebec  Act,  now  that 
the fateof  Canada  wasabout  to  be  placed  in  the  balance 
of  war,  was  everywhere  felt  in  disastrous  disappoint- 
ment. 
The  peasants  believed  that  the  Quebec  Act  revived 
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those  powers  of  Crown  and  noble  which  had  been  their 
scourge  and  their  horror  in  the  French  period.  An 
opinion  prevailed  in  the  province,  that  the  seigneurs, 
by  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  owed  military  service  to 
the  King  of  England.  Further,  that  it  was  part  of  the 
same  tenure,  that  they  should  engage  for  the  personal 
service  of  all  their  vassals.  It  was  also  believed  that, 
as  the  Quebec  Act  revived  the  laws  and  customs  of 
Canada,  the  seigneurs  had  a  legal  right,  whenever  the 
king  or  his  representative  called  on  them,  to  command 
the  personal  service  of  all  their  tenants. 

The  seigneur  of  Terrelionne,  M.  La  Cbrne,  was  de- 
puted by  General  Carleton  to  enrol  his  tenants.  La 
Come  took  high  ground  with  the  peasants.  He  told 
them  that,  by  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  he  had  a  right 
to  command  their  military  services.  Their  answer 
was  the  most  pregnant  commentary  on  the  conquest: 
"They  were  now  become  subjects  of  England,  and  did 
not  look  on  themselves  as  Frenchmen  in  any  respect 
whatever."    Then  followed  uproar. 

M.  la  Come  struck  some  of  those  who  spoke  loudest; 
this  maddened  the  people.  He  was  forced  to  fly  to 
Montreal,  threatening  to  bring  back  two  hundred 
soldiers.  The  people  armed  themselves  for  resistance, 
determined  to  die  rather  than  submit  to  the  seigneur. 
But  the  prudence  of  Carleton  soothed  them.  He 
would  not  give  La  Come  soldiers;  but  sent  with  him  an 
English  officer,  a  Capt.  Hamilton.  In  reply  to  Hamil- 
ton the  people  said:  If  Gen.  (Carleton  requires  our 
services,  let  him  give  us  English  ofllcers  to  command  us; 
or  if  not,  common  soldiers,  rather  than  those  people"' 
(the  seigneurs).  The  pea.sants  only  dispersed  when 
Hamilton  promised  that  La  Come  should  come  no 
more  among  them. 

A  Mr.  Deschambaud,  son  of  a  seigneur,  went  to  his 
father's  estate  on  the  River  Richelieu,  to  raise  the 
tenants.  He  harangued  them  in  an  arbitrary  strain. 
They  replied  defiantly,  He  then  drew  his  sword; 
whereupon  the  people  surrounded  him,  and  beat  him 
severely.  The  result  of  this  incident  might  have  been 
fraught  with  the  very  worst  consequences,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  admirable  tact  of  Carleton. 

The  peasants,  fearing  that  it  might  go  ill  with  them, 
assembled  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  at  Fort 
Chambly,  and  began  to  march  to  Fort  St.  John's 
to  face  two  regiments  of  regulars  there,  whom  they 
suspected  the  govemor  would  use  against  them. 
Carietfln  promised  to  forgive  them  if  they  dispersed; 
they  did  so,  and  he  kept  his  word. 

Mr.Cuthbert,aformerofficerin  the  British  regulararmy, 
seigneur  of  Berthier,  madea  peremptory  demand  on  the 
militaryserviceofhistenants.  They  told  him  not  a  man  of 
them  would  follow  him;  and  made  an  oath  on  the  public 
cross,  at  the  place  of  meeting,  that  they  would  never 
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Uke  up  arm.  •g.i„t  the  American.;  that  if  wy  one 
of  them  offered  to  join  the  government,  they  LZ 
bun.  h»  hou«  «.d  b.m,  .nd  de.troy  hi.  ctUe;  «.d 
th«t,  if  Carieton  attempted  to  compel  them  inti  the 
wrvice.theywouldrepelforoebyforoe.  M.  Lanaudiei 
-eigneur  of  St.  Amxe'.  went  to  Berthier  to  m^ke  Ihe 
.  ^mpt  in  which  Cuthbert  failed.    The  peoKl^d 

tTrLTt  "'*"***"  "'  "'•  ^'"l^nion.,  and  held 
warm  deba  e.  a.  to  whether  they  should  «,nd  him  to 
^Amenc<»„campat  St.  John'..  Finally,  on  hi.  pro- 
m«e  to  obtam  for  them  the  governor',  pardon,  and 

he  and  hi.  friend,  were  Mt  at  liberty. 

.  J^**  ""^'^'^n  "'hy  the  pea«nt8-when  arouHed, 
a  determmed  and  warlike  race-«fu«d  to  do  mUitar; 

but  that  they  detested  the  new  BiU.  The  men  o 
Berthier  declared  that  if  Governor  Carleton  would 
ZT^'  '"uf  u.'"*  """"'«'  *°  ">«  •'hurch  door, 

m  ?hT  •"!?  ^'  '"'  "•*  "''*'"  °f  the  Quebe,; 

BUI,  they  were  ready  to  defend  the  Province.    Thev 

^i?^\T  V"i"-'>ho„t  any  p„.vocation  o^ 
their  part,  they  had  been  reduced  to  their  former  .tate 
t  ;»very.  -^ey  were  told  to  regard  the  invader, 
a.  enemie..  But  then  th.  invader,  wid  that  they 
were  not  enemie.  but  their  best  friends.  The  invader 
were  now  in  arm.  for  the  defence  of  the  peawmt. 
n  K.  *^„°P'"*^"'  »"'*  "«^«  the  repeal  of  the 
tnetf  arm..    (Mawres  papers). 

The  conduct  of  the  pea«»nt.  drew  out  hint,  from 
thegovernment,that  their  refusal  to  obey  the  wimeur. 
had  justified  the  forfeiture  of  their  lan^^rtha" 
au^at  law  would  be  Uken  to  di.po«««  t'hem  4e 
pea«nt.  «lnutted  that  they  had  incurred  forfeiture, 
hv  fntr  ''t?'"r'^  ^  hold  pos««sion  of  their  land^ 

Sitr;  .  """^  u"'  ^"^'  •"''  Great  Britain,  the 
«.l<lier^tate«nan  who  governed  the  Province  did  not 
allow  any  actions  for  forfeiture  to  be  taken. 

Quebec  Act  wa.  a  menace  and  a  r     ,ance.    The  men 

Monti  TT  ''"''  "•"  "•"""■*  *"  dete.tation.  In 
Montreal,  the  captain  of  the  P^nch  Canadian  militia 
declared  to  Carleton  "that  hi.  compatriots  wouS  not 
take  arm.  a.  a  militia  unless  Hi.  ExceUency  would 
rZt  T'  °"  "^  honour.-that  he  would '^u^S 
utmost  endeavour,  to  get  the  Quebec  BUI  repealed." 
The  governor  thereupon  gave  the  promise. 
The  government  of  Canada  felt  that  it  had,  in  aU 

^^m?n  ri*r"T'"''  ""  '"e«»tible  claim  on  the 
tt  2  ^**h°hc  Church  in  the  Province.  It  invoked 
It  ^Llu  ."''"r''  '°  '''""encethe  peanuts.  But 
the  chddren  clo«,d  their  ear,  against  the  advice  of 


2iutn»  m""  ^"^  ^•'*»*  ^  the  death  of  ifT^e, 
Ze^M  *'•  ^T^^''  "^^  ^  the  Captain 
S  ri  lll^'^'-lf^  "■"  *•*"  '^ht  to  elect  .tould 
be  recogniied.  The  governor  tran.mitted  the  matter 
to  he  home  authoritie.,  and  recommended  thegr«.ting 
1  hL  r"*-  .  ^"  "'^  the  law  office™  of  thfc«,wS 
de  ided  that  the  Penal  Law.  against 'the  RoZ 
Catholic,  in  the  British  Wands  did  not  extend  tolhe 
colonie,.  Accordingly,  the  Chapter  of  Quebec  etecSi 
a.  their  b«hop,  M.  de  Montgolfier,  Superior  of  the 
S.TTJJ  "J,?V^"'P''*'  """treal,  a  native  of  Sanoe 
who  had  held  him«,lf  aloof  from  the  Britiah.    Th^ 

M  fl'Zd  R  ?T"°"u  *"  ^^^  """'-•tion,  and 
LnH  '  ^Tl  ^^  ^^^'  ""^  "^  the  canoM  and 
E^^tlT'  t  ^"•'hec,wa.  designated  for  the  vacant 

year'STh  ^  ^Tf  ""  '*°*"-  ^^  the  «me 
year,  1764  he  vwited  London,  and  received,  with  the 

Poraemen^xnr  f  .""^  "^  hiveatilu^^lrom 
rope  Clement  XIII;  and  then  repairing  to  Pari,  waa 
there  consecrated.  To  the  Province  of  QuebJ^  whT" 
had  been  without  a  bishop  from  1760  to  176^,  M« 

t^^^rorr  r  ^'?  '•r  ''"^'  •  "tiPendiiry'S 
the  Kmg  of  England  to  the  extent  of  £200'.terlinB 

r^f.L,''"  "r*^"*  "'  *"«  y*rfy  pension  S 
jL™^r°'.'^'"'""'"'«°"'  eo-tribited  to  hJ 
unpopularity  and  le««ned  his  influence.    It  bbbu^ 

the  mir™  ^  ''"^'''  *»"*  '«'  ^"^^  exerc^^S 
!ffi~  T  k'°'*  r"*  '*»*'««'"t  dutie.  of  hi.  high 
hffn  .  ?  """^  *°  *hose  who  welcomed  hi.  arrival 
he  deprecated  pomp  and  ceremony.    He  told  them  that 

tht  «1T  rr  ""^^  ''"'  P^^*"*  to  he  a  bishop  on 

?th^^re„t  r"'  "  '"  P^""*-"  «  the  Le 
Of  the  French  Government;  that  he  was  'un  simple 
faiM^ur  de  pr«tres'-^  mere  ordainer  of  pS" 
Mgr.  Briand,  in  1775,  at  the  mstance  of  the  Govern- 
ment i«ued  an  encyclical  letter  to  the  Rench  Canadian 
P^ple.  In  thi.  epi.tle  the  birfiop  exhorted  them  to 
ntdere  Tl"  ^^^^^  '^"^'^  'he  America^ 
genoes.  Over  the  heads  of  tho*  who  should  re'use 
he  suspended  the  thunders  of  excommunication  S 
reception  accorded  to  the  letter  wa.  another  in.tanS 

th J  P^"T°°1  ~'°^*™'*  '^'tncMed  in  hi.to^- 
that  when  the  political  passion,  of  men  begin  to  L 

lo   evaporate.    The   very   quarrel   then   in   progress 
^TZf  '•"  "'  '"  '"'°""''  ^"  P^^ 

o''?he^'l''"'"u"''''"™"^'''^^«"'"  to  the  in  unction, 
o'  the  biehop,  but  expre<»ed  the  opinion  that  2 


•etion  in  the  diipute  wm  quite  unsuitable  to  the 
ch.r.cter  of  .  Chri.tian  prelate,  who  ought  to  have 

Tk'i^^-ru  "'^^'^  *•**  '"^"'^-^  'he  'bedding 
of  blood.  They  even  went  further  than  this.  Thev 
a«umed  that  Bishop  Briand'H  conduct  had  i,een 
llif^ir^v^  th«  pension  of  £200  a  year  he  received 
f«,m  the  King  of  England,  and  by  the  expectation 

c!Jr.„  ™r  ?^*  '!"*"  «™'"''y-  The  French 
Can^ians  not  only  di«,beyed  their  bishop,  but  went  so 
far  as  to  lampoon  hira  in  more  than  thirty  songs,  which 
were  circulated  during  the  summer  of  1775.     (M,«eres)    " 

The  situation  CoWeton  had  to  face  was  certainly  a 
perilous  one.  The  army  of  occupation  in  Canada 
owmgto  the  exactions  of  the  wars  in  Europe,  had  been 
reduced  to  an  insignificant  fore-  And  according  ( . 
AlluK)n(Hu.tory  of  Europe,  chap,  xc;  he  whole  mUito. 
loroe  of  the  empire  did  not  amount  to  20,000  men 
The  whole  population  of  Canada  consisted  of  90000 
Th'?;^nT''r  ^f^^  *'**  ^""^  ^«"''h  "Po^king. 
sioooS        °  '  ^^^^  ''°'°"'*''  '"  '*^°"  ^^ 

The  governor,  realizing  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  raise  a  forc^  under  the  old  militia  laws, 
or  under  any  sort  of  compulsion,  decided  to  do  the 
b«it  he  could  with  the  few  men-principally  of  the 
seigneur  class  and  retired  British  soldiets-who  offered 
their  services  as  volunteers. 

♦K^*^  ^l^T' ''  "'«•'*  ^  explained,  that  although 
the  French  Canadian  peasants  refused  in  so  many 
notable  cases  to  serve  in  the  militia,  they  showed 
less  practical  sympathy  with  the  Continentals  than 
did  their  neighbors  of  English  speech,  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  whom  had  drifted  into  Canada  from  the 
older  English  colonies. 

In  an  official  list  Carleton  forwarded  to  England 
of  the  pnncipal  persons  settled  in  the  province  who 
vej^ously  served  the  rebels  in  the  winter  of  1775 
and  1776,  and  fled  upon  their  leaving  it";  there  does 
not  appear  one  French  Canadian  name.  Tae  list  in- 
cluded 29  of  Scottish,  21  of  American,  five  of  English 
and  one  of  French  (old  France)  birth. 

Blood  was  shed  at  Lexington  and  Concord  in  April, 
1775,  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  Colonel  Warner 
with  a  view,  even  at  that  early  stage  of  affairs,  of 
preparing  for  an  expedition  into  Canada,  obtamed  the 
mastery  of  Lake  Champlain  without  any  loss  of  men. 
The  first  invasion  of  Canada  after  its  passing  under 
British  rule  speedUy  foUowed.  A  detachment  of 
revolutionary  troops  under  Benedict  Arnold  was 
despa  ched  down  that  old  route  of  invasion-the 
Richelieu  River,  and  St.  Johns,  garrisoned  by  a  ser- 
geant and  ten  men,  fell  an  easy  prise  about  the  end'of 
May. 

A  few   days  afterwards,  June   10,  this    important 
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fortress  was  retaken  by  M.  de  Belestre  at  the  hMtd  of 
eighty  Canadian  volunteer  militiamen  raised  in  Mon- 
treal and  vicinity.    The  victory  is  one  of  great  his-  !  1/ 
toncal  interest  as  the  first  recorded  feat  of  arms  of  a  !  ' 
force  of  Canadian  mUitia  fighting  alone  under  the  flag 
oi  luigland.  ^^ 

De  Belestre's  detachment  included  a  goodly  rewe- 
•entation  of  the  blue-blood  of  New  France*  and'^.eX 
old  officers  of  the  former  French  militia,  a.  attested 
by  such  names  as  the  Chevalier  de  Belestre,  de  Lon- 
gueuil  de  Lotbiniire,  de  Rouville,  de  BoucherviUe. 
de  la  Corne,  de  Labruiire,  de  St.  Oure,  Perthuis,  Her- 
vieux,    Oamelin,  de   Montigny,   d 'Esch^nbauli  a^d 

them'  ' f  r^'""' ««»'"*•  C""eton  publicly  thanked 
them.  In  September  of  the  same  year,  this  party 
with  the  assistance  of  a  number  of  Quebec  and  U^ 
Rivers  volunteers,  vis  :  Messrs.  de  Montesson,  Duches- 

Beaubien,   Demusseau,   Moquln,  Lamarque,   Faucher 

mL°^T^!^"^.  t'  ^'-  ^°^'  '"  "^i*^"  •  detach- 
men  of  the  7th  and  26thregimenta,  then  in  chaiije  of 

!:L  ' JT  u'^  ''"P*"**^  '  "*««■  •»"  ^^'  being 
beleaguered,  the  fort  surrendered  on  the  2nd  of  Novem! 
Oer  to  General  Montgomery.  The  Canadians  and 
soldiers  were  carried  away  prisoners  of  war.  Congress 
refusing  to  exchange  the  Canadians,  "they  beinTt^ 
much  attached  to  the  English  govUmeJ^t  «d  ^ 
mfluential  m  their  own  country."  Two,  Mess,, 
de  Montesson  and   de   RigouviUe,   died   prisoners  of 

r^n^  J  ™*'  ^"*'»""  •"'*  Beaubien  had  been 

kdled  dm-mg  the  siege;  de  Lotbinifire  had  an  arm  shot 
off   de  Salaberry  was  twice  wounded.    T^e  garrison 

"^tZ  ^*""  r^'  *  '^'"»"*  <»«'«'«''  "ucS; 

wu^tandmg  a  fierce  assault  delivered  during  a  «,vere 

June  26  Carieton  wrote  to  Lord  Dartmouth  from 
Montreal  that  with  his  best  effort,  he  had  only  been 
able  to  assemble  500  men  at  Chambly  and  St.  John,, 
artillery  included.  ' 

July  1st,  lord  Dartmouth  wrote  from  Whitehall 
autbommg  Carleton  to  raise  3,000  men,  either  to  act 
separately  or  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  troow 

clothmg  had  been  ordered,  and  the  same  pay  would 
be  given  to  officers  and  men  »,  to  the  British  regular 
troops^  July  24th,  in  consequence  of  desp^ches 
received  rom  Gage,  Dartmouth  again  w«,te  orie^ 
C«rleton  to  raise  6,000,  instead  of  3,000  men 

.r^rlf  '^.u  "'^'^''^X  he  could  to  raise  men,  but 
apart  from  the  corps  organized  in  the  leading  centres 
of  population,  the  number  of  militia  recruits  offering 
was  very  small.  The  governor  offered  temptinf 
conditions.    For  men  who  would  volunteer  for  the  ww 


J- 

I 


lor  each  unmarrM«i  |>riv»te  he  offemj  grantR  of  200 
acrw  of  laml.  married  oneH  280  acte.,  begides  SO  more 
for  each  of  the  children ;  the  land  to  be  held  free  of  all 
imposts  for  20  yean.  Yet  these  offers  attracted  few 
recruits. 

Carleton  desired  to  succor  Si.  Johns  by  meanH  <if  the 
armed  rural  populations  of  the  Montreal  and  Three 
Rivers  districts,  but  nearly  the  whole  militia  of  the 
datrict  of  Three  Riven  refused  to  march  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  governor.    Some  few  hundreds  of  rural 
royalists,  responding  to  the  call  to  arms,  assembled  at 
Montreal;  but.  perceiving  that  Carleton  was  dubious 
of  their  fidelity,  most  of  them  returned  to  their  homes. 
The  Chambly  people  joined  a  Continental  detachment 
and  actually  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  at  that 
place,  but  Carleton  did  not  abandon  hope  of  relieving 
the  besieged  garrison  of  St.  Johns.     The  fort    there 
was  only  a  poor  affair,  planking  being  the  only  shelter 
afforded  from  the  beseiger's  fire,  although  the  fort  was 
the  key  of  the  frontier  line  of  defence.     Colonel  Mac- 
lean    the    commandant   at    Quebec   led  300  of  his 
militiamen  as  far  as  St.  Denis,  where  he  expected  to 
be  joined  by  Carleton  with  the  Montreal  militia   but 
the  govenror  got  no  further  than  Longueuil,  fearing 
to  disembark,  as  he  learned  that  some  of  his  men 
contemplated  joining   the  enemy.     Maclean  returned 
to  Sorel.  where  nearly  all  of  his  men,  being  gained  over 
by  emissaries  from  the  Chambly  sympathisers,  deserted 
to    the   enemy.    This    desertion,    coupled    with    the 
inability  of  Carleton  to  rely  upon  his  corps  of  800 
raUitia  raised  in  the  Montreal  district,  left  Maclean 
with  no  alternative  but  to  retreat  to  Quebec,  and  after 
a  siege  of  45  days.  Fort  St.  Johns,  with  its  garrison  of 
500  men,  surrendered. 

September  25,  an  attempt  was  made  to  take  Montreal 
by  surprise  by  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  and  Major  Brown 
Allen  with  no  men  crossed  to  the  Island  of  Montreal 
and  was  assured  of  assistance  from  sympathisers  in 
the  city,  but  was  encountered  and  captured  near 
Longue  Pointe  by  a  force  of  60  regulars  and  300  of 
the  town  militia  commanded  by  Major  Carden,  who 
was  mortally  wounded  in  the  fight  which  took  place 
before  the  invaders  surrendered. 

At  this  time  Montreal  was  a  small  place  of  7,000  or 
8,000  population  and  defended  by  a  feeble  and  decided- 
ly dilapidated  wall.  At  one  place  a  pile  of  rubbisn 
was  lying  against  the  outside  of  the  wall  and  reached 
almost  to  the  top  of  it.  In  another  place  some  of 
the  citixens.  in  a  delightful  spirit  of  independence, 
had  broken  down  a  section  of  the  wall  to  make  .s  con- 
venient entrance  for  the  teams  drawing  wood  into  the 
city,  thus  saving  a  considerable  detoui'  to  the  nearest 
gate.  Military  defences  had  not  been  allowed  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  business  convenience.    There  were  rusty 


guns  mounted  in  the  little  citadel,  but  their  earriagMi 
were  rotting  away,  and  there  were  but  few  gunners  to 
man  them.    The  governor  had  barely  enough  regiiUr 
soldiers  for  the  guard,  and  only  a  portion  of  the  mUitia 
could  be  depended  upon.    The  English^peaklng  mer- 
chants were  generally  dissatisfied,  especially  some  of 
the  leading  ones,  who  had  come  from  the  older  Englirii 
colonies,  and  the  people  of  the  suburbs  were  pr»cti«dly 
friendly  to  the  Continentals.    This  had  been  shown  by 
the  refusal  of  the  suburbanites  to  deliver  up  their 
ladders  to  the  garrison,  the  governor  having  deemed  it  a 
wise  precaution,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  an  attempt 
by  escalade,  to  have  all  ladders  placed  in  the  citadel. 
November    12,    1775,    when    Montgomery's    army 
crossed  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Island  of  Montreal 
the  energetic  Carleton,  made  his  escape  by  night  in  a 
boat  from  the  lower  part  of  the  town.    Montgomery 
simply  had  to  march  his  men  into  the  city  to  take 
possession.    The  Continental  general  explained  to  the 
inhabitants   that,  being   defenceless   they   could    not 
stipulate   terms,   but   he   promised   to   respect   their 
personal  rights  on  condition  that  the  keys  of  the  public 
stores  were  turned  over  to  him. 

The  possession  of  the  pjblic  stores  was  no  insig- 
nificant  matter,  for  Montgc.nery  found  himself  badly 
supplied  with  clothing,  food  and  ammunition.  As 
he  advanced  further  from  his  base  the  wants  of  his 
army  naturally  became  more  acute.  The  campaigning 
about  Lake  Champlain  and  the  Richelieu  had  been 
very  rough  and  trying  on  equipment,  and  the  Con- 
tinental soldiers  had  been  very  glad  to  appropriate 
and  don  the  reserve  uniforms  of  British  troops  they  had 
found  in  the  military  stores  of  St.  Johns  and  Chambly 
And  so  It  happened  that  when  Montgomery  and  his 
army  entered  Montreal  by  the  RecoUet  Gate  on 
November  13th,  quite  a  number  of  the  Continentals 
wore  scarlet  coats. 

The  story  of  the  siege  of  Quebec  by  the  Continentals 
under  Arnold  and  Montgomery  belongs  rather  to  the 
pages  of  national  history  than  to  this  volume 
On  December  the  22tu'  Carleton  ordered  all  who 
would  not  join  in  the  d, .  „ce  of  the  city  to  leave  it 
within  four  days.  After  their  departure  he  found 
himself  supported  by  300  regulars,  330  Anglo-Canadian 
mihtia,  543  French  Canadians,  485  seamen  and  ma- 
rines and  120  artificers  capable  of  bearing  arms.  In 
all  1,778  men. 

A  very  important  part  was  played  in  the  repulse 
of  the  combined  assault  on  Quebec  by  the  Canadian 
militia.  It  was  Captain  Chabot,  a  mUitia  officer, 
who  gave  the  command  to  fire  which  swept  the  head 
of  Montgomery's  assaulting  column  away  and  laid 
the  general  himself  low.  A  handful  of  Canadians 
opposed  .^mold's  coiumu,  holding  their  ground  foot 


rict^e  L  S  r  ^  '^''•"'  ■«»"'«  ""c  inner  bar- 
nc^e  on  be.  J.me.  8t,«,t,  .  eown  mUitiam.„  „aZl 
CharlMd    M  intrepid  and  iobu,t   man    advai^^ 

!^  i  • -^T  "k  •*""■  '"'•^  '»-  '"S""  -dT« 

fim%  effecte-i  by  Captain  Marcoux'g  company  ft-i^ 
forced  by  a  few  regular,.    The  elder  Papineau^jLp^ 

About  the  middle  of  May,  part  of  Araold-rarmv 
whjch  had  retreated  from  befon,  QuebTo.  the  a^h' 

to  the  Contmentals  via  the  Ri.helieu,  but  so  were 
Br,t«h  ^enforcement,,  via  the  Atlantic.  In  Jun^ 
Arnold  and  the  remnant  of  hi,  and  Montgonto^y-: 
»rm.e,  reached  Montreal,  Arnold  establ  ^"^1 
headquarter,  at  the  Chateau  de  Ramewy.  He  found 
hat  but  fev  Canadian  ,ymp«thi«,«  remline^  for  the 
R  vTk"'/*'"  ^"^'n^"*""*  »nd  the  energy  of  Je 
Bnt«h  had  a  depre«i„g  effect  upon  the  di,?Ll  and 
encouraged  the  French  Canadian  dergy  anSL  "o 

from  their  temporary  lap«!  of  indifference. 

•'llbLr-' t"*"  .f  *'°""  *''  '«'*  '^'  Canadian 
T^vf^ndt).  .r  '  T!?  '*'^  '"  ^  indifferent. 
They  found  the  ill-provided,  half-starved,  and  generally 
mutinou,  Continenul,  very  different  f^m  tr "2 

S^  (^tiner,"*'?'  ''^'"P""'"*  '^^  »'  »»■«  B"S. 
Ihe  Continentals,  for  want  of  money,  «,ized  goods 

redeemed.  The  British  paid  for  all  the  good,  the 
mereh^its  could  spare,  and  for  aU  the  pro^uS:  f^! 
men,  could  supply,  m  good  yellow  gold.  The  Con 
tmen  a,  soldiers  performed  all  kind,  of  arbit™"; 
and  aiegal  acts,  and  their  officer,  would  not  or  dar^ 
not  brmg  them  to  book;  while  Briti,h  soldiers  charged 
wit .  offences  agamst  even  the  local  French  colonial 
ordinances,  the  habitants  remembered,  had  hTn 
promptly  arrested,  and  even  handed  ovw  to  com" 

fie.d'siursnttr"''  ''^^■--'  -^  ^^« 

Ogdensburg  was  still  a  British  post,  and  fairlv 
s  rongly  held,  and  Arnold  feared  thatThe'  Trnmandt 
vL  fhVsrr"*  '  '"^  li,''"^'*'"  '^'^^  "P°"  Montreal 
^gency  he  posted  a  considerable, force  at  the  Cedar 
3?^''!'"'^  u"*  •'•'*'*"•*'"«  ">e  St.  Lawrence 
r^l  .°  T^^  '  ^"^^^    Considerable  con- 

sternation and  alarm  was  caused  in  the  Montreal 
Karr.«,n  whe.  it  became  known  that  this  party  Td 
been  attacked  and  captured  by  a  party  ^  French 


Canadian  mUilia,  for  the  French  Canadian,  all  through 

andrSve7;hSr'----"''-"t 

Oontinentai  soldier  had  'rZi^tZ^'it'Z' 

there"*«.a""'    C""""''"*'''    "-""I*   evacuated    Canada 
there  »aH  no  grave  danger  again  during  the  war 

^^gifnd"    ''  ""'"'  "'  *'""«  -i"f"-emen,s  f^om' 

Jn2Z  '""*'"'  ''*'■  «°^*">'"  Carleton'main- 
taed  three  companien  of  Canadian  militia,  raised  by 
vcJuntao.  enlistment,  6n  a  war  footing,  a.rrdo 

"m  tr^'""  """""^  °'  --eommiLneJ  offic^L 
from  these  companies  as  well  as  from  the  regula^ 
^K.ments,  to  act  as  instructors  of  the  tdwfta^ 
m..t.a,  who  had  been  enrolled  after  the  ol^S 

-."tiZlf":  '"'  "vf"""  '^'^  •**"  ^"'"""l'  C«rleton 
Tn  a  Z!h  f'  J^V  r"*'"^"'"  '"  P'»«*  'he  militia 
lar^eir,^  '^'  ''"'  •>'*  '''^•'  f"'  «""e  months  wa^ 

guiar  and  Hessian  troops  sent  to  Canada  to  ouemt. 
agamst  the  revolting  colonies  by  way  of  Lake  CW 

th^ng  to  do  was  to  prepare  and  have  passed  a  milin» 
ordinance  clearly  defining  the  authorityTtJe  g'^er; 
ment  and  the  duties  to  be  imposed  upo";.  the  S 

Frenchlw"  T""'  ""'  "■"  '"*  *°  fovour  the  old 
drench  laws  and  custom,  as  the  basis  of  the  new 

law    f  "m^r't  *'":  •'•^  ^«"'"'  '»""-  '-     Mil"  il 
laws  framed  after  the  English  model  had  been  for 
years  in  existence  in  most  of  the  New  Zland  aid 
southern   colonies    and   had   proved   mosT  defective 
the  generals   commanding  in   the  old   French   !« 

oraered  from  the  vanous  colonies.      Moreover   «..Ph 
levies  as  did  reach  the  camps  of  mobi?S  werj 

abe"tr".'"''^'"r  """^  '""""°-'  ""d  seldom  amL 
able  to  ordinary  discipline. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  militia  laws  and 

Carleton   would   naturally  suppose,   too    that   the 

fo  "wh  ITf  P'^'"  ""  ordinal  similar  to  thol 
to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  and  of  course  tl^ 
se-^onal  .„fl..e„ee  about  Him  would  cneourCTmt 

So  it  came  to  pa,,  that  at  the  historical  session  of 
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the  LagiiikUve  CouneU  held  at  Quebec  in  1777,  Mnong 
the  •Uteen  ordinanoei  paued  wm  one  providing  for 
the  regulation  of  the  militia,  baaed  largely  upon  the 
laws  and  praotioea  which  prevailed,  or  were  auppoied 
to  have  prevailed,  during  the  French  regime.  Critics 
of  the  measure  decUred  that  the  council  was  misled 
by  the  over-iealous  seigneurs  who  had  seaU  at  their 
board,  and  charged  that  the  new  militia  ordinance 
established  for  a  common  rule,  obligations  which  v.eta 
in  New  France  never  imposed  on  the  militiamen,  ex- 
cepting under  extraordinary  circumstances,  as  when 
public  spirit  and  popular  readiness  with  regard  to 
the  defence  of  the  colony  exceeded  the  demands  of 
the  government.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  new  ordin- 
ance subjected  the  inhabitants  to  rigorous  military 
service,  such  as  to  bear  arms  beyond  Canada  for  an 
indefinite  time,  to  do  vicariously,  agricultural  labour 
for  absentees  serving  in  the  army,  etc.;  all  to  be 
gratuitously  performed,  under  heavy  penalties  for 
refusal  or  neglect.  Provision  was  made  for  calling  out 
the  militia  for  corvie  or  statute  labour,  a  very  im- 
portant duty,  particularly  with  the  need  of  making 
and  keeping  in  repair  the  roads  from  Montreal  to  the 
scene  of  active  operations  on  Lakes  Champlain  and 
George  and  the  Upper  Hudmn. 

In  a  letter  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  dated  Quebec,  aoth  May,  1777,  he  wrote  — 
"Three  hundred  Canadian  militia  are  also  to  make 
the  campaign  (Burgoyne's  via  Lake  George  and  the 
Hudson),  to  be  disposed  of  by  Lieut.-General  Bur- 
goyne,  the  same  I  had  ordered  while  I  flattered  myself 
I  should  have  the  conduct  of  the  war  on  the  frontiers 
of  this  province,  which  Canadians,  with  those  nece8sar>' 
for  scouring  the  woods  towards  the  New  England 
provinces,  and  a  great  number  which  must  be  em- 
ployed for  the  forwarding  all  things  for  those  two 
expeditions,  is,  I  think,  in  the  first  dawning  of  good 
order  and  obedience,  as  much  as  ought,  in  prudence, 
to  be  demanded  fiom  this  unfortunate  province." 

July  10,  Carleton  wrote  Lord  Germaine  that  the 
number  of  militia  called  out  being  insufficient,  en- 
couragement was  -jiven  to  volunteers.  St.  Luc  La 
Come,  Lonaudic-b  and  others  assembled  about  170 
and  joined  the  Western  Indians  under  Campbell  ; 
those  from  the  interior  of  the  province  were  led  by 
Fraser.  A  corvfe  of  500  njen  for  Burgoyne  had  gone  off 
with  a  better  grace  than  was  expected.  So  soon  as 
the  transport  was  finished  the  number  should  be  in- 
creased. He  would  do  everything  possible  to  assist 
Burgoyne.  These  services  were  a  burden  on  the  people  ; 
and  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  restoring  the 
old  usages,  especially  as  he  had  been  deprived  of  sup- 
port by  the  appointment  of  an  inferior  officer  (Bur- 
goyne) to  the  command  of  this  army.    There  had  been 


desertions  among  the  armed  militia  force,  but  two  men 
for  each  deserter  had  been  ordered  from  the  respective 
parishes.  He  enclosed  the  opinion  of  the  new  Attorney 
General  as  to  the  legal  (mceedings  in  such  cases.  In 
1775,  he  asked  for  no  lawyer's  opinion,  but,  havbig 
full  confidence  in  the  judgment  of  the  ministers  then, 
he  took  the  steps  that  were  necessary  without  waiting 
for  orders. 

After  the  war  the  Canadian  people  appear  to  have 
devoted  some  attention  to  the  question  of  defence. 
Considerable  agitation  arose  agahut  the  mUitia  laws 
on  account  of  the  i»vvisions  imposing  sUtute  labour 
upon  the  people,  English  and  French  being  associated 
in  the  agitation. 

In  the  celebrated  "Appeal"  of  Pien»  du  Calvet, 
whose  name  figures  so  prominently  in  the  history  of 
Montreal  and  the  province  of  that  time,  puUished  in 
1784,  was  a  su5ge>,tion  'hat  a  permanent  regiment 
of  two  battalions  be  established  in  the  province,  with 
the  ultimate  object  of  expanding  this  force  to  provide 
for  small  detachments  m  each  parish,  to  serve  as  an 
example  and  point  d'appui  for  the  sedentary  militia. 
Du  Calvet  suggested  that  the  chief  officers  should  be 
British,  and  discouraged  the  idea  of  recruiting  from 
the  militia,  as  the  Canadians  were  required  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  Apparently  his  idea  was  that 
the  subalterns  and  non-commissioned  officere  should 
be  Canadians,  the  superior  officers  and  privates, 
British,  the  latter,  probably,  (!ischarged  men  from  the 
army. 

June  13th,  1787,  Lord  Dorchester  (formerly  Guy 
Carleton)  wrote  to  Lord  Sydney  announcing  the  pass- 
ing by  the  Council  of  "  An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Militia." 
The  ordinance  provided  for  detachments  being  em- 
bodied  for  two  years;  Dorchester  would  have  preferred 
three.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  ordinance 
"would  have  the  effect  of  curing  the  dangerous 
supincness  produced  by  the  disuse  of  all  militia  service 
to  train  up  youth  in  discipline  and  obedience,  and  to 
teach  the  people  that  the  defence  of  the  country  is 
their  own  immediate  concern;  and  would  provide  for 
many  natives  and  residents  of  distinction." 

The  governor  |H«ceeded  t3  explain  that  the  corps 
to  be  raised  under  this  ordinance  may  be  increased 
as  exigencies  require,  and  always  preserved  complete. 
He  asked  leave  to  embody  three  battalions,  two  of 
Canadians  and  one  of  British  or  loyaliste,  on  the 
same  plan  as  those  existing  in  England,  except  that 
the  colonel  should  have  neither  pay  nor  emolument. 
The  governor,  m  concluding  his  communication  to 
the  minister,  wrote:— "If  this  measure  cannot  be 
carried  out  in  peace  there  is  little  hope  of  drawing 
out  the  strength  of  the  country  m  ease  of  invasion." 
September  14th,  the  same  year,  Lord  Sydney  wrote 


Uoreheiter  th.t  the  propo«I  for  the  e.e.Ui.hment 
of  •  Un«duw  militi.  wa.  .pproved  of,  »nd  that  cloth- 
ing for  the  propowd  bkttiUion.  would  be  Knt  out 
••riyintheipring. 

^. Sir  Guy  Carleton  l.ter  added  two  battaliooi  niwd  in 
p  *?*»!«  ""^''  *^y^  America,,  now  the  60th 
Roy|U  Rifle..  The  two  new  battiUion..  according  to 
Mr.  Suite,  we^  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 

H  "S  '^^1!'  Z'?'^  d'Ewhaml^ult,  «,  officer  in 
M.  M.  lOMh  Regiment,  whoee  father  had  been  the 
nche.t  and  one  of  the  mo»t  patrio  ic  men  in  New 
I'>ance  before  the  change  of  flag..  The  two  \m- 
talion.  m  M  «rved  not  only  in  Canada,  but  in 
U»  Antilles.  JenM,y,  Ouemiiey  and  etewhere,  but 
being  annoyed  at  being  considered,  for  purpo.*.  of 
promotion,  etc  without  the  pale  of  the  n-gular  army, 
the  offlcem  a«ked  for  dUbandment.  which  wa.  ac- 
corded. 

Early  in  1788,  Dorche«ter  iwued  circular,  to  the 
ieut..govemor.,  the  object  l»ing  to  .how  the  people 
the  necewity  for  .Unding  forward  in  their  own  de- 
fence. On  the  9th  of  January  he  wrote  Lord  Sydney 
drawmg  attention  to  the  want  of  .mall  arm.,  and 
recommending  that  30,000  be  wnt,  namely,  20,000  for 
quebeo  (old  province,  which  practically  included  the 
prwent  province  of  Ontario),  and  5,000  each  for  Nova 
Scotu  and  New  Brumiwick.  He  al.o  urged  the 
dMpatch  to  Canada  of  .trong  reinforcement,  of  re- 
gulan. 

Q*»!!f?'*L'"'^*''  "^-  ^"^  l>orche.te-  wrote  fmm 
Queb«,  to  Mr.  GrenviUe  that  the  proapect  of  a  war 
with  Spam  «!emed  a  proper  occasion  to  call  on  each 
of  the  Province,  for  it.  own  defence,  so  that  the 
troopa  might  be  united  for  general  defence.    General 
order,  respecting  the  militU  had  been  ordered  for 
thia  provmoe,  and  copie.  wnt  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
New    BruMwick    for    consideration.    The    governor 
pomted  out  that  corps  formed  from  the  miiitia  were 
the  only  remforoement.  that  could  be  had  on  a  .udden 
emergency.    If   a    certain    number   of   militia    were 
kept  always  embodied,  one-half  or  one-third  to  be 
duHJharged  annually  and  replaced  from  the  mass,  it 
would  be  the  mean,  of  restoring  habits  of  mi  itary 
service,  and  revive  a  spirit  of  national  defence.     It 
wa.  the  wisest  course  to  rely  on  the  people  for  their 
own  defence. 

.u^  'J®'' "»«  Constitutional  Act  was  passed  dividing 
the  old  colony  of  Quebec  into  two  provinces.  Upper 
and  lower  Canada;  from  which  time,  until  the  pass- 
age of  the  Act  of  Union  in  18^12,  the  militias  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  were  distinct  forces  under  reparate 
staff,  ard  .eparate  laws. 

T  !?)!!  'u*  ^°*"'"t'°n»'  Act  was  under  discussion, 
Ujrd  Dorchester,  the  governor,  urged  upon  the  British 
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government  the  iroportanee  of  eilablishing  "a  m*. 
peoUble  mUitia.  •  He  wrote:-"To  effect  thkln 
Canad^  law  wa.  p.«ed  in  1787.  enabling  the  governor 
to  embody  draughu  to  «,rve  for  two  year,  in  Station 
under  a  permanent  corps  „f  officer..  This  mea.ure' 
iT  T  a'1  '«•",.•'•''*««  i«to  execution.  It  .hould 
be  extended  to  all  the  king',  colonies.  Without  it 
the  dommion  of  Great  BriUin  on  the  continent  of 
America  wiU  alway.  be  precariou..  A  quantity  of 
small  arnu.  .hould  also  be  depo.ited  in  the  ktag's 
colouH*  for  u«  of  the  militia  in  general  in  case  of. 
emergency." 

To  this  Lord  Grenville  replied:-"  It  i.  conceived 
that  Lord  Dorchester  might  bo  instructed  to  propo«. 
a  new  law  to  the  Legislature  for  embodying  twoT 
three  battalion,  of  mUitia,  stating  the  time  of  service 
to  be  for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  to  have  frerf, 
ba^fots,  and  «,  to  proceed  a.  often  as  the  mUitia  i. 
called  out  at  the  end  of  every  two  or  three  vears.  This 
would  be  an  Act  for  a  regular  permanent  liiilitia.  But 
Query?  Whether  it  would  be  nece«ary  to  keep  the 
»ame  embodied  nxotv  than  a  month  or  .ix  week,  in 
every  year,  during  which  time  only  the  men  and  offi^« 
are  to  *»  paid. 

"The  expen*.  otherwise  would  be  considerable. 
The  other  particulars  mentioned   by  Lord  Dor- 
Chester  wem  proper. 

"It  appear,  by  the  6th  .uggction  that  no  .teps 
were  taken  to  carry  into  execution  the  Militia  Act 
passed  in  Canada  in  1787,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
It  might  now  be  a  proper  measure  to  propose  a  per- 
manent .Vii  itia  Act,  which  as  far  as  locTcirc^- 
stance.  w.U  admit  of,  should  be  in  the  general  out- 
lines of  Its  formation  in  a  great  measure  similar  to  our 
own. 

"The  time  of  service  I  apprehend  should  not  be 
ies«  than  three  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  then 
each  Corp.  to  be  renewed  by  fresh  ballots.  But 
neither  the  men  nor  officers  should  receive  any  nav 
except  during  the  time  they  remain  embodied,  such 

one-ha^f  of  the  mJit«  to  be  called  out.  At  the  san^ 
time  there  should  be  a  provision  to  enable  the  governor, 
at  hu,  discretion    to  call  the  whole  out  at  any  time 

but  not  to  keep  them  embodied  longer  than week. 

without  the  con«,nt  of  the  Legislature  of  the  pro- 
vince. ^ 

"I  wm  only  add  that  the  Act  for  so  important  a 
measure  as  the  constituting  of  a  permanent  militia 
8hou.d  either  be  transmitted  home  for  Hi.  Majesty', 
assent  or  rather  a  copy  of  the  Bill  before  its  pUL 
thro'  the  Provincial  Legislature.  ^^ 

"It  will  be  certainly  nece^ary  to  deposit  a  pro- 
portionable quantity  of  smaU  arms  within  the  pro- 
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viiirr,  aiiii  It  will  Ir  ciiiiklly  in  that  mmr  eorrrivp 
niiMit*  nhoiilil  >M>  MioiMnl  for  thvlr  pmN>rvaib>n,  and 
thrlr  nfiiUr  and  fir<|iM>iit  production." 

Thf>  arrival  of  H.  K.  H,  thf>  Ihikr  of  Kfnt,  father 
of  hrr  late  Majeiit.v  guppii  Vintnria,  at  Qilrhrc  in  I7V1, 
an  CoIoiipI  of  thp  7th  Royal  KunUicra,  (City  of  London 
Kcgimpnt),  in  an  pvpnt  of  lomp  intprmt  to  ('.r  Canadian 
militia.  IhirinR  hin  Mijoiim  in  Qupbec  thv  Ihikr  madp 
himwlf  vrry  aRTPpabli*  with  IradinK  Fn>nch  Canadian 
familini,  and  wan  inatrumrnlal  in  Npruring  rotnmiii- 


■ioni  in  the  n^nlar  army  for  aomr  ditapn  yuunf  Frrnrh 
Canadian!),  w-vrral  of  whom  havr  Ivft  thrir  mark 
•m  the  militia  fore*  and  on  national  history .  Among 
Ihmie  prot^gA)  of  the  IKike  were  fo<ir  of  the  tie  Hala- 
herry  family,  two  of  ihat  of  Jurhereau-Diirheanay, 
and  two  of  that  irf  i>i>«  Riviere*. 

.Meantime  France  had  been  pawting  through  the 
revolutionary  periiMt,  and  the  long-threatened  war 
liptween  the  two  mother  eountries  of  the  Canadian 
people  had  liroken  out. 


An  exsmpit!  of  Popular  Interest  in  the  South  African  Contingenta. 
Crowda  at  Quebec  watching  the  Departure  of  the  "  aordinian,"  October  30th,  1809. 


CHAPTER  IV 

THE  UPPER  CANADA  MILITIA 

ThB   OrIUINAL   OlIOAffUATIOM    UKBFR    OoVKRMOK    8IMCOK.— ThK    RRITlm    MoDKI,  Or   THK    NkW    FoRCK.- 

Thk  War  or   1812    and  thk  Rkbellion  or  lS:i7-:«. 


BY  the  Comtitutinnal  Act  two  provinces,  "  Lower 
Canada"  and  "Upper  Canada,"  were  civated 
out  of  what  was  left  of  the  ordinal  Province 
prQuebeeafterthetreatyof  peace  with  the  Unlte<i  State*. 
To  each  province  was  left  the  regulation  of  it*  militia. 

At  the  time  of  the  ceiwion  the  territory  compriwd 
within  the  l>rovince  of  Upper  Canada  was  virtually  a 
wilderness.  There  were  trading  posts  at  a  few  places 
and  a  respectable  frontier  military  post— or  rather 
its  ruins  —at  Frontenac,  now  Kingston.  ]>ractically 
there  was  no  settlement  and  no  militia. 

Immediately  succeeding  the  conquest  there  was  a 
small  influx  of  immigration  into  the  Upper  Canadian 
wilderness  but  it  remained  for  the  great  upheaval 
of  ths  American  Revolution  to  furnish  the  province 
with  her  first  settlement  of  any  great  account.  The 
story  of  the  United  Empire  Loyalists,  of  their  pathotic 
and  noble  loyalty,  of  their  sacrifices,  their  hardships, 
and  their  settlement  in  what  is  now  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  in  the  Eastern  Townships  of  Quebec, and  in  New 
Brunswick,  isapartof  the  national  history  of  this  country 
and  a  part  which  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  people 
of  Canada. 

By  1791,  thanks  largely  to  the  settlenien;  of  the 
United  Empire  Loyalists,  the  population  of  Upper 
Canada  had  attained  such  dimensions  as  to  give  weight 
to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  inhabitants,  to  whom  the 
Freueh  laws  and  usages  of  the  oid  the  Province  of  Quebec 


were  irksome,  that  they  be  accorded  a  separate  govern- 
ment,  hence  the  Constitutional  Act.  In  the  light 
of  present  development,  Ihr  population  of  Upper 
Canada  at  that  time  dties  not  seem  very  considerable, 
being  only  about  twenty-five  thousand,  but  it  was  a 
population  strongly  imbued  with  pure  patriotic  prin- 
ciples and  high  military  spirit. 

We  are  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  feelings  of  the 
men  of  Upper  Canada  of  that  time  from  the  knowledge 
that  the  first  business  of  the  second  session  of  the  firjt 
parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  March  31st,  1793,  \yas 
the  passage  of  a  Militia  Act  (33  George  III.  Chap.  1). 

Up  to  this  time,  according  to  section  xxxiii  of  the 
Constitutional  Act  (Slst  (Jeorge  III.  Chap,  xxxi)  all 
laws,  statutes  and  ordinances  which  had  been  in  force 
in  the  original  l*rovince  of  Queliec  continued  to  be 
of  the  same  force,  authority  and  effect  in  the  province 
as  if  the  Act  in  question  had  not  been  passed. 

The  original  Upper  Canada  Militia  Act  was  drafted 
by  Governor  Simcoe  himself  and  provided  for  the 
organization  of  (he  provincial  militia  on  a  system 
very  closely  indeed  approximating  to  that  then  existing 
in  England.  This  English  militia  system  had  been  the 
develop  nt  of  many  centuries  of  experience  and 
Lgislsi./n,  and  a  brief  review  of  that  development 
is  essential  to  a  clear  appreciation  of  the  principles 
which  guided  the  original  organizer  of  the  provincial 
iiiitiliu  of  Upper  Canada  in  his  work. 
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IV  MtuAl  or%in  of  th*  Engikh  mUitIa  to  loaiin 
•ntiquiiy.  The  Rnnwii  InvMkm  wm  ilomly  rpiiiatnl 
by  •rmmi  iribm  rcMmblinK  »  mllltw  miiI  ptMinMinx 
both  orgMiiuiion  Mid  milllary  abilliy.  ,  4 

Vmkr  tht  Anglo4tescm  klogi  of  KnglMd.  whrn  tha 
ciUMtion  of  drfMu>.>  agaiMt  the  Hcota,  the  Welirfi,  uid 
pwtioularty  the  Dune*  muI  other  over-«ea  raiden 
WM  •  very  live  one  In  tliifflMd,  kll  ntMi  wm«  nqulrad 
to  beM  aniM  m  »  lort  of  biidy-ient  for  the  land  they 
heW,  but  there  wm  no  tpMl*!  orgnniMtion  until 
King  Alfred*  rvlfn.  Th»t  wiae  noverelKn  about  the 
yew  880,  organiied  the  militw  or  fyrd,  nuikinK  l»nd 
the  bMi*  of  numbem,  but  the  family  lyatem  that  of 
dUclpline.  Ho  many  famUie*  were  a  tythln«,  ten 
tythlnip  a  hundred,  and  hundimk  were  united  into 
county  powem,  each  under  it«  heretoga,  leader,  dux 
or  duke.  Each  ieetion  of  the  oommunity  had  not 
only  to  fumiah  iti  quota  in  time  of  war,  but  alio  to 
provide  arm.,  keep  them  in  repair,  and  train  itn  men 
.    or  "general  levy  "  for  m  many  day*  every  year. 

BriUin  waa  not  by  any  mean*,  aa  often  utated,  the 

home  of  the  militia  lyHtem.    The  mont  ancient  national 

military  organiiation  of  which  we  have  any  authentic 

record  i«  the  great  military  caste  of  Kgypt,  really  a 

national  mUitia.    The  defensive  force  of  "t^iypt  at  the 

comRud  of  the   Pharoahs  of  the  Old   Teitament, 

eighteen  centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  eoniisted 

of  the  loldier-farmer  caate,  the  men  of  which  were 

agriculturiiU  in  peace  time;  loldien  in  time  of  war. 

The  occupwicy  and  tillage  o   the  mU  impomd  upon 

them  the  obligation  to  military  service,  and  each  man 

provided  himself  with  his  own  arms  and  had  to  be  in 

readiness  to  serve  when  called  upon.    The  old  Egyptian 

armies  chiefly  depended  upon  the  number  and  skill 

of  their  archers,  who  fought  either  on  foot  or  in  charioU. 

Scarcely  any  representations  of  Egyp  ian  cavalry  are 

found  on  the  monuments,  but  frequent  mention  is 

made  in   Holy  writ  of  the  horsemen  of  Ii^pt,  as 

accompanying  Joseph,  as  pursuing  the  Isnclites,  and 

as  being  thrown  in  the  Red  Hea. 

But  to  return  to  the  militia  force  in  Britain.  After 
the  Norman  conquest,  A.D.  1066,  the  baronial  troops 
introduced  with  the  continental  feudal  system,  rendered 
the  militia  largely  unnecessary,  but  it  never  ceased 
wholly  to  exist,  and  when  the  period  of  contention 
between  the  Crown  and  the  barons  began,  the  kings 
found  their  most  powerful  instrument  in  the  Saxon 
militia. 

It  is  after  the  Norman  conquest  that  we  first  hear  of 
the  "feudal  levy"  in  addition  to  the  "general  levy" 
of  Saxon  days,  the  distinction  between  those  forces 
being  that  while  obligation  to  serve  in  the  latter  rested 
upon  being  a  male,  within  cerUin  limits  of  age,  service  in 
the  "feudal  levy"  depended  upon  tenure  of  land  under 


the  king,  m  fradal  iotd.  Tha  gMMnl  kry  pnhMy 
oonstHutcd  the  larptr  part  of  the  infantry,  whUa  Iha 
feudal  levy  eonsiiited  of  knighta,  who.  with  thair  !•• 
talnars,  mountad  and  a-med,  were  bound  to  atland 
tha  king  at  their  own  expense 

Henry  II  csuhlished  in  1181  "an  mAm  of  arma," 
ni  whieh  every  holder  of  land  wm  bound  to  ptoduaa 
one  (»r  more  men  fully  equipped  and  capable  of  flghtlog 
In  the  national  defenee.  An  Aet  p«mk1  in  tha  rrign 
o  Edward  I.  (13  i->lward  I„  eap.  16)  deeraad  that 
every  freadman  between  the  age  of  fifteen  and  sixty 
WM  to  be  avaUalile  to  preserve  peace  within  hk  eounty 
or  shiK,  and  liable  to  serve  elsewhere  "upon  tha 
coming  of  strange  enemiea  into  the  realm."  During 
the  reigns  of  Mary  and  EliMbeth.  the  statutes  hearing 
upon  the  military  obligations  of  subjecU  wen  con- 
solidated,  and  the  Lieutenants  of  Counties  were  con- 
stituted M  the  agents  of  the  Crown  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  levies  for  the  internal  defence  of  the 
country. 

In  ItHM,  four  years  before  Champlain  founded 
(jueber,  James  I.  abolished  the  old  Saxon  "fyrd," 
and  HulMtituted  "trained  bands,"  a  force  being  esUb- 
lished  numbering  160,000  men.  pM^aking  of  the  nature 
both  of  volunteers  and  militU,  but  deficient  in  dis- 
cipline and  drill. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  (1625  to  1648),  fre- 
quent disputes  arose  between  the  King  and  the  Parila- 
ment  m  to  the  command  of  the  "trained  bands," 
and  during  a  Pariiamentary  debf  te  on  this  subject  the 
name  mUitia  appears  to  have  been  first  given  to  the 
trained  bands.  A  Pariiamentarian  of  the  day,  White- 
locke,  piously  expressed  his  regret  "that  thia  great 
word,  this  new  word,  'the  militia,'  this  haiah  word," 
had  ever  been  introduced  in  the  Houae. 

One  of  the  first  acta  after  the  restontion,  wm  one 
to  establish   the   militia   on   a   etuiititutional   bMia, 
owners  of  property,  by  the  Act  of  1662,  being  obliged 
to  furnish  horses,  horsemen,  foot  aoldien,  and  arma 
in  proportion  to  their  property.    The  similarity  of 
thU  system  and  that  of  feudal  days,  when  the  nobUity 
were  called  upon  to  supply  their  quota  of  retainers 
must  strike  any  one.    In   1767,  the  English  militia,' 
having  been  several  times  called  out  in  the  meantime 
on  active  service,  a  re-organiiation  took  place,  and 
the  obligation  to  supply  the  men,  horses,  etc.,  wm 
transferred  from  the  owners  of  property  to  the  counties 
and   parishes,   which   hod   to  provide  fixed   quotM 
Obligatory   service   by   baUot   wm   also   introduced. 
The  period  of  service  wm  for  three  years,  the  age 
limits  being  18  to  50,  with  cervnin  exemptions.    An 
Act  passed  in  1768  wm  the  first  to  officially  recogniw 
volunteers  m  counting  toward  the  quota. 
It  was  in  1794,  a  yeaf  latpr  than  the  passage  of 


Ojwtnor  Mmew',  MUUI>  Art.  that  Mr.  Pht  pumi 
Ml  bill  "for  tha  •noounmrimni  m<1  dlMiplin* " of 
th»  BritMi  voluntpm,  and  imMfe  hk  hkrtoriral  appnl 
to  III.  "imtfemro  Md  y»om«iry"  in  neb  wunty. 
and  M  •  tvmill  of  which  th*  Fradblr  or  Mllltls  Uv«lry 
hefwi  to  be  niM  "Voluiil««r  Yronwnry  C«v»lry." 

Inbnd  Mid  Meolland  did  not  fumkh  uy  rnrulw 
mUitia  untU  'TIS  and  IW  r^prctlvly.  ,|th«i„h  In 
8«>tta«^,inUltUi  .xirtH  lone  Mor.  1797.  nMi.lv.  in 
IVrth|diir.,  in  1684.  Th.  Iri.h  milili.  whrnfimt 
rsiMNi.iii  I7IS,WM  rratriotMl  to  l>mtMtMtt»  Iwtwifn 
the  affM  oris  Mid  00. 

In  MconUne.  with  hU  wUh  to  folbw.  m  Imt  m 
po-ihte,  th.  Erndbh  miiitl.  «y,t.m.  Himeo.  intro- 
duewl  by  hia  fint  MUiti*  Act  into  Upper  lluwda  the 
offlo.  of  Lieutenant*  of  Countie.,  an  office  held  in 
RnglMid  by  gentlemen  or  noMemen  of  loyalty  and 
diatinetion,  a.  mUitary  deputiw  for  th.  king,  for  th. 
lovemment  of  the  mUitia  in  their  rMpective  oountiea. 
On  th.  division  of  the  eountiea  or  ridinga,  Himcue 
appointMl  a  lieutenant  in  each  whow  duty  waathe 
delimiUtion  rf  the  mUitia  dintricta.  with  a  general 
ovenight  and  power  or  recommendation  of  offlcen 
to  the  command  of  thti  militia  force.  8imcoe'ii  viewi 
on  thia  wibjer*  ore  found  In  a  letter  he  wrote  to  (!ol. 
*>ex.  4eKm>  ■  .i  hia  appointment  to  the  office  of 
lieutenant  of  Emcx  County,  aa  follows:— 

"  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obaerve  that  thia  high 
office,  under  the  eonatitution  of  Britain,  ia  generally 
conferred  upon  the  peiMna  who  aeem  moat  respectable 
to  Hia  Majesty'a  Oovemroent.fortheirproperty.loyalty, 
•bilitiea.  and  diacretion  in  their  aeveral  oountiea.  and 
from  a  combination  of  such  poaaeaaions  and  qualitiea 
•equire  that  weight,  rMpect,  and  public  confidenc^ 
which  render  them  the  natural  aupport  of  constitutional 
authority.  If  on  the  one  hand  thia  office  haa  been  at 
all  timea  bestowed  by  the  Hovcreign  with  the  ciroum- 
apection  and  caution  due  to  the  important  truata  which 
it  involves,  on  the  other  it  haa  been  a  principal  object 
of  honourable  ambition,  which  the  British  Constitution 
approves,  in  the  first  men  of  the  sUte,  making  a  due 
proviaion  of  power  for  that  local  ariatocracy  which 
the  experience  of  agea  haa  approved  neceaeary  to  the 
balance  and  permanency  of  her  ineatimable  form  of 
government." 

The  office  of  Lieutenant  of  Counties  doea  not  aeem  to 
have  suited  the  conditions  of  the  new  country,  and  it 
did  not  last  long.  The  granting  of  commiaaions  in 
the  militia  was  preferred  to  be  vested  directly  in  the 
Crown,  without  the  intermediation  of  the  LieutenanU 
of  Counties.  In  this  only  did  Simcoes  plan  faU  of 
suooen. 

The  governing  principle  of  this  first  mUitia  law. 
and  the  principle  has  been  retained  ever  aince,  was 


pr»eticaliy  uatvwaal  liabUily  to  s»rvlM>.  With  mtatn 
very  natural  liiiiitati.Hia.  th.  wbol*  male  population 
hetween  the  agea  of  IS  and  SO.  ompnaed  the  mUiiia 
fcvery  lad  on  attaining  the  age  of  sixteen  waa  obligrd 
to  MiroU  himaelf  with  the  militia  officer  in  charge  of 
th.  dirtrict  undw  penalty. for  neglect,  of  a  fin.  of  four 
doUars.  rhta  first  militia  of  i;p,»,(a„,.ia  waa  «,me- 
thing  more  than  a  «<.lentary  militia;  though  not  much 
more  perhapa.  The  force  was  divided  into  r<«imenta 
and  companies,  and  every  compwiy  had  to  be  paraded 
•nd  inspected  by  its  captain  at  iMst  twic  a  year  a 
^riou.  emmgh  obligation  in  tboa.  day.,  with  the 

i™  l!"**'"  "  •»""»"»'«••«'»«  taken  into  considera. 
tion.  Though  there  was  no  proviaion  for  pay  for  these 
parades,  the  officer  who  absented  himaelf  waa  'liable 
to  a  fine  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  private  to  one  of 
two  dollara  for  each  offence.  |^ 

There  waa  no  proviaion  in  thia  Act  for  the  training 
or  the  offlcen  and  noncommissioned  officen.  a  moat 
obvioua  ahortcoming  for  any  practical  mUitIa  enact- 
ment, but  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  goodly  pro. 
portion  of  thtf  nuiat  influential  settlera  of  Upper  Canada 
from   whom   officers   and   non-commissioned   officers' 
would  naturally  be  drawn,  were  men  who  had  served 
their  kuig  and  country  long  and  faithfully  in  the  ranks  of 
regular  or  w.l.jnial  reftiments.    'li.e  «iuntry  at  »h'. 
particular  time  had  in  fact  all  the  traiiM^  offlcm  it 
was  likely  to  rMiuire.  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
many  of  the  more  ordinary  pioneer  settlen  of  those 
days    the  men   who   would  compose  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  mfant  mUitia  force,  were  also  men  who  had 
seen  mUitary  service.    In  fact  the  whole  male  popuU- 
lonoftho.edays,whetherofanyp«vlousmUitaryexper. 
ienoeor  not,  were weUqualifiedbythe very natureof  their 
pioneer  existwce  to  pUy  the  part  of  soldiers,  upon 
emeigency,  well  and  usefully.    So  the  brave  old  Sim- 
coes  militia  Act  was  weU  devised  for  the  partic  lar 
occ«ion  upon  which  it  was  required,  although  under 
exulting  conditions   it   would   have   been   ab«)lutely 
worthless.     In  fact  it  was  not  long  before  the  rapidly 
changing  conditions  of  the  country,  and  the  equally 
rapid  changes  in  the  character  of  the  population,  made 
radical  amendments  absolutely  necessary 

r^^.^T"'""''"*  ""•*•"  "'"  A"'  produced  a  force 
01  *M3.  The  reault  appears  to  have  faUen  short  of 
expectations,  and  in  the  following  year  (1794)  the 
Militia  Act  of  Upper  Canada  waa  amended  so  as  to 
make  men  up  to  sixty  years  of  age  eligible  for  the  mUitia, 
and  the  scope  of  the  force  was  at  the  same  time  ex- 
tended, the  mUitiamen  becoming  liable  for  service 
on  the  war  vessels  on  the  lakes. 

n^^Jt  •*'"^  "'^  '•"  ^"«»J*'  «««  >^  for 
Canada^  Tte  French  r^vdutiot.,  with  m  excesses 
and  upheavals,  affected  the  whole  worid.    Continental 


Europe  stmid  aghaHt:   KiiRland  girded  up  her  loins 
for  the  inevitable  confli'it. 

In    1793,  Genest,   the  Ambassador  of  the   French 
Directory  in  the  United  States,  began  to  fit  out  private- 
em    against   British    commerce.     The   anti-federalists 
(or    Democrats)   encouraged   him,  and   when   France 
declared  war  upon  Britain  they  urged  that  the  TTnited 
States  should  enter  into  alliance  with  the  new  French 
republic  in  return  for  the  assistance  France  had  given 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.     Cieorge  Washington,  at 
this  time  in  his  second  term  as  •'resident  of  the  United 
States,  requested   the   French   Government  to  recall 
Oene8t,aiid  the  request  was  complied  with.     The  war 
fever  he  wn>;  fostering  subsided  considerably  upon  the 
recall  of  the  Fn-nch  agitator,  but  while  it  lasted    t 
caused  considerable  excitement  in  Canada,  particularly 
in  the  infant  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  which  con- 
sidered itself,  as  it  were,  between  two  fires— the  zealous 
hatred  of  the  tyrannical  democracy  of  the  United  States 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the,  to  them,  questionable  fidelity 
of  the  French-Canadians  of  Lower  Canada  on  the  other. 
And  there  remained  after  the  recall  of  Genest  other 
causes  for  threatening  agitations  and  war  talk  in  the 
Unii.'i    States.    The   western    Indians   were   firm   in 
their  demands  that  the  United  States  withdraw  from 
the  country  north  of  the  Ohio,  and,  of  course,  the 
United  States  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.     It  was 
claimed  that  the  obstinacy  of  the  Indians  was  due  to 
British  interference,  based  upon  a  desire  to  keep  the 
Indian  country  under  the  British  flag.    The  retention 
of  Detroit  and  the  western  posts  was  pointed  to  as 
proof  of  Britam's  determination  to  keep  the  United 
States  hemmed  in  to  the  westward.    Britain  had  no 
such    designs,   for   she   repeatedly   called    upon    the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  do  its  part  towards 
fulfilling  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783 
with  respect  to  the  confiscated  property  of  the  expelled 
loyalist*  and  the  debts  due  thera,  promising  that  as 
soon  as  that  was  done  the  British  troops  would  be 
withdrawn  from  the  western  posts.    The  out-and-out 
democrats   agitated,    "talked    war"   and    urged  the 
conquest    of    Canada.    Probably    only    the    great 
personal   influence   of  George   Washington   preserved 
peace  at  this  juncture.    Jefferson,  Madison,  and  the 
whole  of  their  party  were  wholly  in  sympathy  with 
the  French  revolution,  and  adopted  even  the  extra- 
vagant dress  and  symbols  of  the  Sans-Culottes  of  Paris. 
The  anxiet)  naturally  created  in  the  minds  of  the 
Upper  Canadians  by  this  agitation  for  war  in   the 
United    States  was   increased   by  a  scheme   for   the 
invasion    of    Canada    from    Louisiana    by     French, 
Spanish   and   Indian   forces   via   the   Mississippi   and 
Michigan.    The  project  never  materialized,  as  I'resident 
Washington,  much   to   the  indignation   of  Jefferson, 


.Madison  and  the  Democrats,  refused  to  allow  a  Franco- 
Sppnioh  army  to  traverse  United  States  territory  to 
attack  the  colony  of  a  friendly  power. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  Militia 
Act  of  1794  was  passed  with  a  view  to  making  the 
Upper  Canada  militia  more  efficient.  Heretofore  the 
militiamen  had  been  expected  to  provide  their  own 
arms. 

During  this  year  there  was  a  considerable  distribu- 
tion of  arms  throughout  the  province  at  the  public 
expense.  A  general  Indian  war  had  been  in  progress 
in  the  western  part  of  the  United  States,  and  General 
Wayne,  after  defeating  the  Shawnees  with  great 
slaughter,  declared  his  intention  to  attack  Detroit 
and  the  other  British  posts  in  the  west.  It  was  as 
much  as  Washington  and  his  goveniment  could  do 
to  persuade  the  general  from  carrying  out  his  threat. 
Governor  Simcoe,  while  this  invasion  was  threaten- 
ing, acting  on  instructions  from  Lord  Dorchester,  the 
(Jovernor-General,  quietly  called  out  600  of  the  new 
Upper  Canadian  militia  for  active  service.  Two 
hundred  of  these  men  were  placed  in  garrison  at 
Detroit,  still  held  by  Britain,  the  remaining  four  hun- 
dred Ijeing  disposed  along  the  Niagara  frontier. 

This  force  remained  on  duty  until  the  signing  of  the 
treaty  concluded  by  John  Jay,  Washington's  special 
ambassador,  and  Lord  Grenville,  in  1794. 

This  same  year  of  anxiety  and  threatened  invasions 
(1794)  also  saw  the  organization  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Volunteer  Regiment,  the  first  battalion  of  which  was 
recruited  exclusively  in  Lower  Canada;  the  second 
battalion  of  nine  companies  drawing  some  of  its  officers 
and  recruits  from  Lower  Canada,  and  the  rest  from 
the  Upper  Province,  chiefly  from  among  the  ^nited 
Empire  Loyalists  of  Glengarry.  This  regiment  proved 
the  training  school  for  many  of  the  b'>8t  militia  officers 
of  1812. 

After  the  American  Revolution,  the  district  which 
now  forms  the  Counties  of  Stormont,  Dundas  and 
Glengarry,  was  set  aside  as  one  of  the  places  of  settle- 
ment for  the  United  Empire  Loyalists,  expelled  from 
their  homes  in  the  United  States.  A  lai^e  majority 
of  the  United  Empire  Loyalists  who  went  to  the 
district  were  Scottish  Highlanders,  descendants  of 
men  who,  after  Culloden  had  been  transported  to  the 
southern  plantations  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgias. 
Durmg  the  brief  peace  of  1802,  among  other  veteran 
regiments  which  had  fought  against  the  F  ench, 
distended,  was  the  'Glengarry  Regiment"  of  Roman 
Catholic  Highlan<lers.  raised  by  the  Rev.  Father 
Alexander  McDonnell,  of  Glen  Urquhart,  who,  as  the 
regiment's  chaplain,  accompanied  it  on  its  campaigns. 
On  its  disbandment  he  obtained  aid  from  the  British 
Government  to  transport  the  men  to  Canada,  and  he 


accompanied  them,  joining  the  Highlander  loyalists 
from  the  Southern  States  in  the  Glengarry  District. 
The  brave  chaplain  to  the  Glengarry  Regiment  rose 
to  the  Episcopate  and  died,  universally  beloved, 
Bishop  of  Kingston. 
Under  Governor  Simcoe's  militia  laws,  each  county 
•  has  its  own  militia  regiment  looking  formidable  enough 
on  paper  by  reason  of  the  lists  of  full  complements  of 
officers,  but  the  ranks  cannot  have  been  very  full, 
for  there  were  not  at  this  time  more  than  12,000  white 
people,  men,  women  and  children,  in  the  whole  of 
Upper  Canada. 

In  1801  the  .Militia  Act  was  amended  to  a  trifling 
extent,  but  the  change  was  not  productive  of  much 
good. 

By  1805,  with  Britain,  fightingon  in  her  old  grim  way 
in  Europe,  almost  isolated,  with  Canada  practioally 
denuded  of  regular  troops,  and  with  the  spirit  of 
hostility  developing  apace  in  the  United  States,  the 
question  of  national  defence  had  again  assumed  serious 
importance.  The  militia  were  especially  warned  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness,  and  some  4,000  stands 
of  arms  were  distributed  among  them.  A  return  of 
the  militia  showed  that  there  were  652  officers  and 
7.947  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  enrolled, 
but  also  revealed  the  disquieting  fact  that  of  the  whole 
number  only  200  had  received  any  training  for  several 
years. 

During  1807  one  fifth  of  the  whole  militia  of  the 
sister  Province  of  Lower  Canada  was  called  out  em- 
bodied, and  trained.  November  26,  the  same  year, 
Governor  Gore  of  Upper  Canada  issued  a  circular  to 
Lieutenants  of  Counties  directing  them  to  ca'l  out  the 
militia,  and  by  volunteers  or  by  ballot,  to  form  de- 
tachments of  one-quarter  of  the  whole,  which  after 
being  inspected  and  dismissed,  were  to  be  held  in 
readiness  to  assemble  at  an  hour's  notice. 

In  1808,  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  fourth  Parlia- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  all  of  the  existing  Acts,  relative 
to  the  militia  were  repealed  their  provisions,  with  some 
vitally  important  amendments,  being  consolidated  into 
one  comprehensive  Act  (Chap.  48,  George  III),  which 
received  the  assent  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Gore 
March  16th,  1808. 

The  new  Act  provided  for  much  more  organization 
within  the  militia,  and  enabled  the  Governor  to  march 
the  militia  out  of  the  province  to  the  assistance  qf 
Lower  Canada  when  invaded  or  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion, or  in  pi:r  i!it  of  an  enemy  "  who  may  have  invaded 
this  I'rovini  ,  and  also  for  the  destruction  of  any  vessels 
built  or  buuding,  oi  any  depot  or  magazine  formed 
or  forming,  or  for  tiio  attack  of  an  enemy  who  may  be 
embodying  or  marching  for  the  purpoK  of  invading 
this  {TOviiiec,  or  for  the  attack  of  any  fortification  now 
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erected  or  which  may  be  hereafter  erected  to  cover 
the  invasion  thereof." 

Among  the  provisions  of  this  important  Act  were  the 
following:— Officers  in  ]-.-  regular  army  were  given 
precedence  over  rr:i;tia  -•  'ff-rg.  Kach  district  was  to 
have  its  «gimenl  .wid  each  tor,i,«4;,y  its  own  limits. 
The  limns  of  age  .r-re  ii\.-d  at  IC  to  r.  ,  those  between 
50  and  60  being  ex  tnpi  cd,  exwp(,  in  .se  of  emergency. 
There  was  an  ann.'.il  I'ustt-  <!ay,  r  mere  formal,  per- 
sonal enrollment,  and  the  man  aL,onting  himself  was 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  a  fine  of  two  dollars.  The  Act 
still  adhered  to  the  original  Saxon  militia  rule  as  to 
armament,  providing  as  follows:— "Each  militiaman, 
after  enrollment,  shall  within  six  months  after  such 
enrollment  provide  himself  with  a  good  and  efficient 
musket,  fusil,  rifle  or  gun,  with  at  least  such  six  rounds 
of  powder  and  ball."  For  failure  to  complv  with 
this  law  he  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  shillings  in 
peace  time,  and  a  larger  one  in  war  time,  unless  excused 
by  his  commanding  officer. 

Training  was  aimed  at,  but  in  a  very  modest  and 
imperfect  manner.  The  law  obliged  captains  to  call 
out  their  companies  not  less  than  twice  noroftener 
than  four  times  each  year  for  arm  inspection  and 
training. 

One  clause  of  the  Act,  the  31st,  authorized  the 
formation  of  troops  of  cavalry  in  the  various  regimen- 
tal districts,  and  it  was  under  this  clause  that  fourteen 
years  later  the  original  troop  of  the  present  Governor- 
Cteneral's  Body  Guard,  Toronto,  was  first  raised. 

On  the  whole,  this  Act  imposed  serious  obligations 
upon  the  male  population  of  Upper  Canada,  and  in 
view  of  the  readiness  with  which  they  submitted  to 
so  many  exacting  terms  of  service  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  the  United  States  politicians  succeeded 
in  mducing  themselves  to  believe  that  they  had  but  to 
"send  a  flag  and  a  proclamation  "  to  Canada  to  capture 
the  country.  They  found  their  mistake  in  due  course 
of  time. 

At  the  session  of  1811  a  bill  was  passed  providing  for 
the  raising  and  training  of  the  Upper  Canada  militia 
and  on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  same  year  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Francis  Gore  resigned  the  government 
of  Upper  Canada  into  the  hands  of  Major  General 
Isaac  Brock,  formerly  commandant  of  the  garrison  of 
Quebec,  and  of  the  British  troops  in  Canada. 

The  parliament  of  Upper  Canada  in  1812  voted 
5,000  pounds  sterling  for  the  training  of  the  provincial 
mihtia.  The  population  of  the  province  was  small 
compared  with  the  older  province,  and  its  revenue 
comparatively  insignificant.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
the  whole  population  of  Upper  Canada  did  not  quite 
number  84,000  souls.  This  makes  the  »»r«.«;f«l 
defence  of  the  country,  considering  the  small  number 
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of  regular  troops  in  the  province,  all  the  more  remark- 
able. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  with  the  United 
States  in  1812  the  regular  force  in  Upper  Canada 
amounted  to  barely  .,500  men,  including  seamen,  as 
under:—  41»t  Rogment,  900;  10th  Veterans,  250; 
Newfoundland  Regiment,  250;  Royal  ArtiUery,  50; 
Provincial  Seamen,  50;  total,  1,500. 

This  force  had  to  occupy  the  forts  St.  Joseph.  Am- 
herstburg,  and  Chippawa,  Fort  Erie  and  Fort  George, 
—and  York  and  Kingston— to  maintain  the  superiority 
on  the  lakes;  to  preserve  the  communication  and 
escort  convoys  between  Coteau  du  Lac  and  Kingston ; 
and  to  de  end  an  assailable  frontier  of  nearly  800  miles, 
reckoning  from  the  confines  of  Lower  Canada  to 
Amherstburg. 

At  this  critical  juncture  in  its  history,  Upper  Canada 
had  a  tower  of  strength  in  its  active  and  clever  governor, 
General  Isaac  Brock.  While  in  command  for  several 
years  of  the  garrison  in  Quebec  Brock  had  evinced  an 
intelligent  interest  in  the  defence  of  the  Upper  Province. 
As  commander  of  the  troops  in  Canada  at  the  time, 
on  October  6  1807,  Colonel  Brock  was  WTitten  to  at 
Quebec  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Sir  Francis  Gore 
as  follows: — 

"  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  present  situation  of  our  militia,  being  almost 
without  arms,  and  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call 
upon  you  for  a  further  supply,  and  that  this  supply 
may  be  forwarded  to  Upper  Canada  in  the  most 
expeditious  manner.  If  the  militia  were  properly 
armed,  I  then  might  be  enabled  to  assist  the  Lower 
Province." 

A  marginal  note  in  pencil  showed  thatBrock  had  4,000 
stand  of  arms  forwarded  at  once  to  York. 

February  12th,  1807,  Colonel  Brock  wrote  from 
Quebec  to  the  Right  Hon.  W.  Windham  of  the  British 
government,  as  follows:— 

Quebec,  February  12,  1807. 
T  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  consideration 
a  proposal  of  Lieut.-Colonel  John  M'Donald,  late  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Volunteers,  for  raising  a  corps 
among  the  Scotch  settlers  in  the  county  of  Glengarry, 
Upper  Canada. 

When  it  is  considered  that  both  the  Canadas  furnish 
only  two  hundred  militia  who  are  trained  to  arms,  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  such  an  establishment 
must  appear  very  evident. 

The  military  force  in  this  country  is  very  small,  and 
were  it  possible  to  collect  it  in  time  to  oppose  any 
serious  attempt  upon  Quebec,  the  only  tenable  post, 
the  number  would  of  itself  be  insufficient  to  ensure  a 
vigorous  defence. 
This  corps,  being  stationed    on  the  confines  of  the 


Lower  Province,  would  be  always  immediately  and 
essentially  useful  in  checking  any  seditious 'dispotition 
which  the  wavering  sentiments  of  a  large  population 
in  the  Montreal  district  might  at  any  time  manifest. 
In  the  event  of  invasion,  or  other  emergency,  this 
force  could  be  easily  and  expeditiously  transported  by 
water  to  Quebec. 

The  extent  of  the  country  which  these  settlers  occupy 
would  make  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  staff 
and  one  sergeant  in  each  company  very  advisable. 
I  shall  not  presume  to  say  how  far  the  claims  of  the 
field  officers  to  the  same  indulgence  are  reasonable 
and  expedient. 

In  regard  to  the  Rev.  Alexander  M'Donald,  ♦  I  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  the  men  lieing  all  Catholics,  it 
may  be  deemed  a  prudent  measure  to  appoint  him 
chaplain.  His  Eeal  and  attachment  to  government 
were  strongly  evinced  whilst  filling  the  office  of  chap- 
lain to  the  Glengarry  Fencibles,  during  the  rebellion 
in  Ireland,  and  were  graciously  acknowledged  by  His 
Royal  Highness  the  commander-in-chief. 

His  influence  over  the  men  is  deservedly  great,  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  corps,  by  his 
exertions,  would  be  soon  completed,  and  hereafter 
become  a  nursery,  from  which  the  army  might  draw  a 
number  of  hardy  recruits. 

The  original  proposal  was  not  entertained,  but 
November  21,  1811,  Colonel  Baynes  wTiting  to  Major 
General  Brock  at  York,  from  Quebec,  stated :-"  Gover- 
nor Gore  has  revived  the  formation  of  the  Glengarry 
Fencibles,  and  I  have  shown  Sir  George  Prevoet  what 
passed  on  a  former  occasion.  I  hope  the  latter  will 
be  able  to  provide  for  his  school-fellow.  Major  General 
Sheaffe,  and  he  expresses  himself  very  anxious  to  do  so. 
December  12,  the  same  year  Colonel  Baynes  wrote  to 
Major-General  Brock,  from  Quebec,  as  follows:— 
(Official) 

"I  am  directed  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
proposals  for  raising  a  corps  of  Glengarry  Fencibles. 
The  commander  of  the  forces  has  selected  an  officer 
of  the  king's  regiment,  a  Captain  George  M'Donnell, 
an  avowed  Catholic,  and  a  relation  of  the  Glengarry 
priest  of  that  name,  to  attempt  the  formation  of  a 
small  battalion,  to  be  m  the  first  instance  under  his 
command  with  the  rank  of  major;  and  in  case  a  more 
respectable  body  can  be  collected,  a  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant  will  be  appointed.  Captain  M'Donnell 
will  leave  this  in  a  few  days,  and  he  will  be  directed  to 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  with  you 
as  soon  as  he  has  felt  his  ground  a  little  in  Glengarry, 
and  is  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  prospect  and 
extent  of  success  that  is  likely  to  attend  his  exertions. 


*Afterwan)a  R.C.  Bishop  of  Ragiopolia,  in  Uppw  Canada. 


"I  8h«U  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  by  the  next 

i^Z  i  r '""^  •'"'If.  '"'  '•"*  '"^^  «'  'he  diffe^nt 
!^r^  ^I!"*^'-.  ^''•'  '"""'"''"K  "'"gym-n  at  York 
^  «ce.ye  the  garrison  allowance  of  a  captain,  together 
T^yltT^  of  70  pounds  army  sterling  per  ^nnum. 

^^S;r  '  "J""'*^  ""y*"  "^  '•«'  opportunity  to 

propose  one,  m  whose  advancement  I  know  you  feel 

Shaw  of  the  49th,  for  a  company ;  and  you  arx,  at  liberty 
to  mform  his  father,  the  general,  of  Sir  GeoTge's 
favourable  intentions  towards  his  son  " 

fonZ^-'^*^  '"""  ^°"''  ^•^•'  •''"""'y  2.  1812,  as 
Sir,— 

1  i  '^/'J  *"!*  '""I'"'  '°  ""'^o'^'edge  Your  Excellency's 
etter  (duplicate)  of  the  13th  ulto.,  stating  that  C.p- 
Uin  Macdonnell  of  the  King's  Regiment  has  b^^ 
d^rec^ed  to  proceed  to  Glengarry  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  disposition  of  those  people  toTorm 
.  rencible  corps.  The  favourable  terms  which  Your 
ExceUency  has  authorized  Captain  Macdonnell  to 
offer  cannot  faU  of  success,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
W  Excellency  that  I  shall  gladly  lend  my  best  effort 
in  aid  of  so  desirable  an  object. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 
„   Tx-   r,      ..  ^^^C  BROCK,  M.-Gen'l. 

To  Hu,  ExceUency,  Lt.-Gen'l  Sir  Geo.  Prevost,  4e.,  4c 
It  will  be  observed  that  Brock's  original  plan  had 
been  considerably  altered,  the  new  plan  providing  for 
a  regularly  embodied  corps. 

P^^v'Tt^'alTuol^i  '"'•  '■  '''''  '-^  «^  ^^^ 
"I  am  happy  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  the 

?::i?'  ^""^'y  "'"•"•  ">«t  ^^  Monday  appears 
deposed  to  meet  my  wishes  in  every  particlr. %,« 
MJitia  Act  18  to  undergo  a  revision  much  for  the  better 
and  I  am  not  without  the  hope  of  being  able  to  get 
the  House  to  consent  to  aUow  the  field  officers  of  the 
line  to  command  aU  denommations  in  the  mUitia." 

The  gallant  general  was  doomed  to  disappointment 
fo"uo^-- ''^  ^'^  •"'  "^'^  ^^  George  ?^vost  « 

.,.Z^f^'^'^."'T"  '"  ^^P*"*  ''•«  "'"'«''  unanimous 
support  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  to  everv 

means  government  thought  necessary  to  recommend, 
but  after  a  short  trial  fomid  myself  egregiously  mistaken 
m  my  calculation. 
"The  many  doubtful  character,  in  the  militia  made 


iZTh  K  n'°"'^"  '"'"^"'*  '•''  "«"'  "'  "bjurttion 
mto  th..  bill.  ^  There  were  twenty  members  in  the 
House  when  this  highly  important  measure  was  lost 
by   the   casting   vote  of  the  Chairman.    The  gr«at 

United  States  possess  over  the  decisions  of  the  Lower 
House  IS  truly  alarming,  and  ought  by  every  practical 
means  to  be  diminished.     To  give  encourSement  To 
"-al  subjects  to  settle  in  this  province  can  alone  re- 
move the  evU.     The  consideration  of  the  fees  ought 
not  to  stand  m  the  way  of  such  a  politic  arrangeme*  t 
and    shoiUd   your   Excellency   ultimately    determine 
U,  promise  some  of  the  vast  lands  of  the  O-own  to  such 
Scotch  emigrants  as  enlist  in  the  Glengarry  Regiment 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  in  the  strongest' 
manner  the  raising  of  a  Canadian  corps  upon  sS 
terms,  to    be    hereafter    disUnded    and   ^stZed 
among  their  countrymen  in  the  vicinity  of  Amherstburg 
At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1812,  at  Brock's 
request,  militia  laws  were  passed  which  enabled  him 
to  organue  the  flank  companies  of  the  militia,  una^ 
companied.  however,  by  the  deoired  oath  of  abjuration 
so  as  to  exclude  settlers  from  the  United  States  a^d 
persons  of  doubtful  loyalty. 
h^T^'  ""  ^"' 22,  wrote  Sir  Geo.  Prevost  that  he 

to  give  the  new  law  operation,  and  he  had  not  the  least 
doubt  that  a  sufficient  number  would  be  found  r^S 

ddid       There  rf  ^'^  *'^  """''  "»""«"-•     He 
aaaed.—  I  here  beg  leave  to  call  Your  Excellencv'. 

attention  to  the  cUuse  which  authorizes  fhe  trSg 

of  the  flank  companies  six  times  in  each  month;  but 

as  no  provision  is  made  for  remunerating  the  m^n    I 

presume  to  submit  for  Your  Excellency's  indufge'nt  • 

consideration,   that   the   commissaries   L   instS 

"xereiT  TZ  '"  *'"'"7'"'  '^'^'y  ~^ 
TlyTlJ^r  ".""IP""'"''  I  «l*«t,  will  be  composed 
of  the  best  description  of  inhabitants,  who  in  m^t 
cases  wUl  have  to  go  a  great  distance  to  attend  pai^^ 
and    unless  this  liberal  provision  be  allowed,  wK,' 
hable  to  heayy  expense,  or  be  subject  toconsderabk 
privations.    According  to  my  present  arrangement 
the  number  embodied  wUl  not  exceed  700,  and  S  "hi 
companies   are  completed   throughout   the   pre"„t 
they  must  be  calculated  at  1,800;  and,  as  durinrharv^t 
and  he  wmter  months  few  or  no  parades  will  take  plZ 
the  total  expense  attending  the  measure  can  be  of  no 
material  consequence  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view 
and  may  m  ^  political  light  be  productive    at  this 
juncture,  of  considerable  benefit." 

V^Tc^jlt  "TI^T  ^'"^  '^'  ^'^  "^"e  °f  the 
upper  Canada  mUitia  during  the  war 

The  battalion  of  incorporated  militia,  which  is  spoken 
of  so  frequenUy  in  histories  of  the  war.  and  Thich 
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lo'tt  so  heavily  at  Lmidy's  Lane,  wan  a  Caiiatlian 
regular  regiment  recruited  in  1813,  almost  exclusively 
from  among  the  men  of  these  fiaiik  companies.  The 
flank  companies  were  really  regarded  as  the  active 
part  or  first  line  of  the  militia;  the  bulk  of  each  regi- 
ment, formed  when  an  emergency  called  for  it«  em- 
bodiment into  companies,  called  the  service  companies, 
being  considered  as  a  reserve,  only  called  out  when 
absolutely  necessary. 

Brock  thus  practically  divided  the  militia  into  two 
distinct  classes,  first,  a  voluntarily  enrolled,  organized, 
trained,  available  body— an  active  force ;  and,  secondly, 
the  rest  of  the  militia  liable  by  law  for  se-vice,  but  not 


the  "local  militia"  being  orgauiied  into  regiments, 
the  men,  from  IM  to  30,  serving  for  four  years. 

Brock's  system  of  extracting  from  the  Canadian 
general  militia  a  select  or  active  force  by  the  organ- 
iaation  of  flank  or  service  companies,  was  early  justified 
by  the  excellent  work  of  the  militia  at  the  capture  of 
Detroit  and  the  battle  of  Queenston  HeighU.  The 
flank  companies  which  took  part  in  the  capture  of 
Detroit  were  probably  the  first  Canadian ' militia  to  be 
fully  uniformed,  Brock.at  the  suggestion  of  Major  Evans 
of  the  8th  Regiment,  having  clothed  them  in  the 
reserve  clothing  (red  coats)  of  the  41st  Regiment. 

In  1814  a  general  order  was  issued  prescribing  the 


The  Chateau  de  Rameiay,  Montreal,  Official  Rewdence  of  the  Governor  during  the  French 
Regime.    Occupied  by  the  Continentals  in  1775,  now  occupied  a«  a  Museum. 


emlxxlied  or  trained.  The  creation  of  this  distinction, 
which  continues,  theoretically,  to  the  present,  was  in 
line  with  the  development  of  the  parent  service  in 
the  Mother  Country. 

In  1806  a  "Training  Act"  was  passed  in  England, 
which  provided  for  the  raising  by  ballot  of  a  force 
of  200,000  men  to  be  trained  for  a  whole  year  every 
third  year.  Any  man  balloted  had  the  option  of  serving 
as  an  efficient  in  a  volunteer  corps.  In  1808  a  force  of 
"local  militia"  was  established  in  England  and  Scot- 
land by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  addition  to  the  "general 
militia"  which   became  a  sort  of  sedentary  militia. 


uniform  of  the  Canadian  Militia  to  be  similar  to  those 
of  H.M.  Army,  scarlet  with  blue  facings. 

July  12,  1812,  Major-General  Brock  wrote  to  Sir 
George  Prevost,  from  Fort  George,  as  follows:— 

"The  militia  which  assembled  here  immediately 
on  the  account  being  received  of  war  being  declared 
by  the  United  States,  have  been  improving  daily  in 
discipline;  but  the  men  evince  a  degree  of  impatience 
under  their  present  restraint  that  is  far  from  inspiring 
confidciice.  So  great  was  the  clamoM  to^etnm  and 
attcnu  to  their  farms,  that  I  found  myself  in  some 
measure   compelled   to  sanction   the  departure  of  a 


large  proportir.n;  and  I  am  not  without  my  app«.hen- 
mon8  that  the  remain.ler  will,  in  defiance  of  the  law 
which  can  only  impo«e  a  fine  of  £»),  leave  the  nervice' 
the  moment  the  harvest  commences.    There  can  be 

DIkT  1  y  '"*''  P"'*'""  "'  "'•'  population  in  thig 
neighbourho,Kl  art-  .sincere  in  their  professions  to  defer.d 
the  country;  but  it  appears  lilcewise  evident  to  me  that 
the  greater  part  arc  either  indifferent  to  what  is 
PMsmg,  or  so  completely  American  as  to  rejoice  in 
the  prospect  of  a  change  of  government.  Many  who 
now  consider  our  means  inadequate,  would  readily 
take  an  active  part  were  the  regular  troops  increased 
These  cool  calculatore  are  numerous  in  all  societies." 

Although  the  "service  companies"  of  militia  did 
good  service  whenever  urgently  required,  the  efforts 
of  the  army  officers  during  the  war,  as  regards  the 
m.  itia,  were  largely  devoted  to  perfect  the  incorporated 
militw  of  permanently  embodied  corps,  and  the  various 
provincial  corps". 

The  positions  of  lieutenant-governor  and   military 
commander  being  combined  in  one  man  the  mUitia 
during  the  war,  as  regards  onfanization  and  main- 
tenance were  brought  directly  under  the  army  author- 
ities.   All   departmental   duties   were   performed   by 
the  regular  army.    Rations,  supplies,  arms  and  equiiv 
raent  were  provided  from  the  army  stores,  and  nearly  all 
ataffdutiesin  the  field  were  performed  by  regular  officers 
Bounties  were  given  by  the  army  authorities  for 
recruits    for    the    embodied    mUitia.    Major-General 
K.    H.   Sheaffe,   the    Major-General   commanding   in 
Upper  Canada  in   1813.  on  March  IS,  wrote  to  Sir 
Ueorge  Prevost  as  follows:— 

"The  importance  of  having  without  delay  an 
efficient  force  from  the  militia,  and  of  giving  effect, 
•t  Its  first  publication,  to  the  new  plan  adopted  for 
that  purpose,  struck  me  so  forcibly  that  I  determined 
to  offer  m  the  instructions  I  had  prepared  an  additional 
ten  dollars  to  each  volunteer  for  the  incorporated  mUitia 
1  hope  the  cntical  situation  in  which  this  province  is 
placed  will  justify  me  for  having  adopted  the  mea- 
sure without  waiting  for  Your  Excellency's  answer 
to  my  application  on  the  subject."  The  suggestion 
was  approved  of. 

The  Incorporated  Militia,  while  permanently  em- 
bodied and  paid  by  the  army  authorities,  was  raised 
under  and  subject  to  the  militia  laws  of  the  province 
but  several  Canadian  corps  on  service  during  the  war' 
M  for  instance  the  Provincial  Light  Dragoons,  the 
Artillery  Drivers,  the  Canadian  Light  Dragoons,  etc 
were  regularly  enlisted  and  attested,  and  were  under 
Martial  Law,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  army  and  to  serve  under  any  officer  in  His  Majes- 
ty s  service.  These  were  known  as  "Provincial 
Corps,  •  in  contradistinction  to  militia. 
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■  ^  ?^"'^."'  "'"'"''  '^^'"^  «-'«*d  the  war,  wa. 
sigiied  December  24,1814,  and  soon  after,  step,  were 
taken  for  reducing  the  Incorporated  MUitia. 
At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1816  an  act 

ffis  S'*r  "•  ^•"P-  "'"^  ""^  P^d  "K^nting  to 
His  Majesty  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  us«  of 
the  Incorporated  MUitia  of  this  province  and  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned.  £3,883  6s.  8d  to  h. 
applied  as  follows:-  "* 

To  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  private. 

?L  2d  t'"7k*'  "J"""'  "''  '"""*''•  P«y  ".5W 
officer.  nf.Ki-  "f**"    """^    non-commissioned 

officers  of  the  me  attached  to  the  Incorporated  MUitia, 

£1^  7  1'^"':  ""''*•''""'  ""'"' '"  'he  said  corp. 
il  UOO  To  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  of  the  Incorporated  MUitia  ArtUW^^ 
months  pay  £288  lis.  6d.  To  the  Speaker  of  the  H^iu^ 
of  Assembly  to  purchase  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  f 
Robinson.late  of  the  Incorporated  MUitia,  lOOguinear 

During  the  peace  which  succeeded   the  battle  of 
Waterioo   (1815),  the  whole    English   speaking  p^pu 
ation  of  the  worid  seemed  to  be  carri^  awfy'^S, 
il  r.     !  T  ■""''""'•""  ^"^  ""^'^"^  ""d  'hat  the 
Zult        ""'rr  '•"■  *"'"'"«  'he  swords  into 
ploughshares    and    the   spears    into    pruning-hooks 
At  any  rate,  in  the  Mother  Country,  the  arm^  forces 
of  the  empire  were  allowed  to  fall  into  neglect,  andl 
.8  not  surprising  that  in  Canada,  where  there  ^ere  so 
many  calls  upon  public  attention  and  national  ^ne  g^ 
m   the  development  of  the  young  country's  virgin 
resources,  that  little  or  no  attention  was  for  many  y^^ 

In  1816  an  act  (56  George  III,  Chap,  vii)  was  passed 
granting  165  pounds  additional  salary  to  the  a"jK 
General  of  Upper  Canada  mUitia. 

At  the  same  session  of  the  assembly  an  act  (5« 
George  III,  Chap.xxxi)  was  passed,  entitled  "An  12 

amend,  and  reduce  to  one  Act  of  Pariiament  the  several 
aws  now  in  being  for  the  raising  and  training  of 
the  mUitia  of  this  province." 

Section  1  of  this  BUI  provided  that  only  British 
subjects  were  compelled  to  enroll  in  the  mUitia     Section 
2  a^thon^d  the  Governor,    Lieutenant-Governor    o" 
person  adminuitenng  the  government  of  this  province 
to  issue  two  warrants  in  favour  of  the  Adjutant-GenereJ 
of  militia  of  this  province,  and  cause  him'  to  Z  S 
such  expenses  as  he  shall  incur  for  the  postage  o/ letters 
stationary  and  other  contingent  expeiJses  oFhis  offi,^"^ 
At  the  session  of  1819  an  act  (59  George  III.,  Chan 
xu)   was  passed,  amending  48  George  IIL    This  act 
contamed  the  foUowing  previsions:- 

"Whereas  there  is  now  no  provision  by  law  for 
assemblmg  a  Court  Martial  unless  when  L  tJZ 
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of  thU  province  ihall  be  Mlled  out  on  Mtiul  aervice, 
by  reason  whereof  it  may  happen  that  persons  against 
whom  charges  may  have  been  preferred  before  a  Court 
of  Enquiry,  may  have  no  opportunity  of  making  their 
defence  against  such  charges,  before  a  Court  competent 
to  receive  such  evidence  upon  oath,  in  their  behalf, 
for  remedy  whereof  Ije  it  enacted  by  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Province 
of  Upper  Canada,  constituted  and  assembled  by  virtue 
of  and  under  the  authority  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  entitled  "An  act  etc., 
etc.,"  and  by  authority  of  the  same  that  the  25th  clause 
of  an  act  passed  in  the  48th  year  •  •  •  ♦  ♦  ghall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

"  In  all  cases  where  a  General  Court  Martial  >>'aall  be 
prayed  for  by  any  officer  against  whom  any  charges 
have  been  made  or  may  be  preferred  when  any  part 
of  the  militia  may  L^  called  out  on  actual  service, 
the  governor  or  person  administering  goveniment 
may  direct  a  General  Court  Martial  to  be  held,  to  be 
assembled  in  same  manner  and  under  same  provisions 
as  provided  by  law  in  time  of  actual  service.  Provided 
that  such  General  Court  Martial  in  peace  time  in  the 
event  of  convictions  may  inflict  such  penalty  propor- 
tioned to  the  offence  as  the  Coiu^  shall  judge  proper, 
either  by  censure  or  suspension,  or  depriving  him  of 
his  commission,  and  degrading  him  from  his  rank, 
and  no  other." 

In  1829  an  important  step  was  taken  providing  for 

the  division  of  the  militin  in  peace  time  into  active 

and    reserve  forces.     The   method  of  accomplishing 

this  is  set  forth  in  the  following  interesting  order: — 

Militia  General  Order, 

YoEK,  Upper  Canada,  16th  May,  1829, 

No.  1.  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has 
been  pleased  to  direct  that  in  future  the  several  regi- 
ments of  Militia  in  this  province  shall  consist  of  two 
battalions  each,  the  first  battalion  to  be  composed  of 
men  not  exceeding  forty  years  of  age;  the  second  or 
reserve  battalion  of  such  men  as  may  be  within  the 
linuts  of  the  Corps,  from  that  age  to  the  period  establish- 
ed by  law. 

No.  2.  The  attendance  of  the  reserve  battalion 
may  be  dispeniied  with  on  next  day  of  assembling. 

No.  3.  The  establishment  of  the  first  battalion 
will  be  eight  companies  of  light  infantry  (when  they 
can  be  formed  of  thirty  men  each).  These  will  be 
divided  into  a  right  and  left  wing. 

No.  4.  One  company  in  each  wing  will  be  armed 
with  rifles. 

No.  5.  Young  men  under  the  age  of  eighteen  en- 
rolled for  the  militia  will  not  be  assembled  with  the 
battalion,  but  commanding  officers  will  make  arrange- 


ments for  their  being  instructed  in  small  divisions  in 
their  own  homes. 

No.  6.  It  is  recomme''.ded  that  the  militia  fines, 
which  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  colonels  of  regiments 
for  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  corps  may  be  ex- 
pended in  remunerating  one  sergeant  in  each  company 
to  be  employed  in  drilling  the  young  men  who  are  not 
called  out  with  the  battalion. 

No.  7.  Colonels  will  be  responsible  that  the  fines 
are  demanded  from  every  individual  who  may  be  absent 
on  ihe  days  appointed  by  law  for  the  assembling  of 
the  militia. 

Colonel  James  Fiti  Gibbon,  whose  name  had  become 
NO  conspicuous  during  the  war  of  1812,  who  was 
gazetted  Colonel  of  the  West  York  Regiment  in  1826, 
and  who  at  this  period  held  a  position  in  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  subsequently  becoming  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant-General, under  the  auspices  of  Sir  John  Colbome, 
formed  a  drill  corps  during  the  year  1836,  for  such  young 
men  oi  Toronto  as  desired  military  instruction.  Ahand- 
ful  of  well-connected  yovng  men  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity.  In  1836  Colonel  Fitz  Gibbon 
d.  >•  jted  himself  with  redoubled  ardor  to  preparations 
for  the  insurrection  which  he  declared  would  break 
forth  before  the  next  winter.  He  got  together  a 
rifle  corps  to  the  number  of  seventy,  and  drilled  them 
twice  a  week  with  tireless  enthusiasm,  declaring  that 
when  the  hour  of  trial  should  come  he  and  "his  boys" 
would  be  found  in  their  places,  however  the  rest  of  the 
community  might  see  fit  to  demean  themselves. 
("Dent's  Story  of  the  Upper  Canada  Rebellion.") 

As  the  time  of  the  actual  outbreak  apw>ached, 
the  government  continued  to  rest  in  undisturbed 
confidence.  All  through  the  autumn  the  Governor 
and  his  advisers  received  regular  intelligence  of  secret 
drillings,  of  the  manufiicture  of  pikes,  and  of  other 
seditious  proceedings,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  It 
appeared  as  though  they  persisted  in  regarding  all 
the  preparations  as  being  merely  for  effect  and  to 
intimidate  the  government.  The  Governor  sent  all 
the  regular  troops  to  the  Lower  Province,  not  even 
as  much  as  a  company  being  kept  as  a  garrison  in  Tor- 
onto, which  was  the  seat  of  the  provincial  government. 
The  last  detachment  to  be  sent  out  of  the  province  to 
Lower  Canada  consisted  of  a  subaltern  and  thirty  men, 
withdrawn  from  Penetanguishene  in  November. 
When  this  little  party  was  on  its  way  to  Toronto, 
Colonel  Fit«  Gibbon  urged  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
to  keep  them  in  the  city,  in  order  that  their  presence 
might  have  an  effect  upon  the  local  militia.  "No, 
not  a  man,"  answered  His  Excellency,  "The  doing  so 
would  destroy  the  whole  morale  of  my  policy.  If  the 
militia  cannot  defend  the  province,  the  sooner  it  is  lost 
the  better."     "Then,  sir,"  entTe«t«d  the  hero  of  Beaver 


Ci 


Danw  Mid  nuny  another  hkrd  fight,  "let  lu  be  armed, 
and  ready  to  defend  ourselves."  "No,"  responded 
Sir  Francis,  "  I  do  not  apprehend  a  rebellion  in  UoDer 
Canada."    (Dent.) 

The  only  preparation  the  Qovemor  had  consented 
to  make  was  to  permit  of  4,000  stands  of  arms  being 
brought  from  Montreal,  but  even  then,  he  had  neglected 
to  liave  them  properly  guarded.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  w«re  handed  over  to  the  municipal  authorities, 
who  placed  them  in  the  old  City  Hall,  with  a  couple  of 
constables  to  keep  watch  over  them  at  night.    Fiti 
Gibbon,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  only  miliUry 
official  on  the  alert,  was  afraid  that  the  rebels  would 
some  night  overpower  the  two  constables  and  gain 
possession  of  the  arms.    To  guard   against  such  a 
eontingenoy,   he  induced   his   rifle  corps,   whom   he 
continued  to  drill  with  vigilant  regularity,  to  volunteer 
a  nightly  guard  of  fifteen  to  twenty  men  to  watch 
the  City  Hall,  and  to  furnish  two  sentriee  to  guard  the 
apin'oaches    to   Government    House.    The    Governor 
refused,  however,  to  have  this  arrangement  carried 
out,  remarking:    " But  that  I  do  not  like  to  undo  what 
I  have  already  done,  I  would  hava  those  arms  brought 
from  the  City  Hall  and  traced  here  in  the  Government 
House,  under  the  care  and  keeping  of  my  domestics." 
This  was  only  a  day  or  two  before  the  Governor 
and  the  City  of  Toronto  received  that  rude  midnight 
awakening  to  learn  that  the  rebels  had  fired  the  first 
shots  of  the  rebellion  at  Montgomery's  Tavern. 

In  his  despatch.  No.  132,  dated  Toronto,  Dec.  19, 
1837,  8ir  F.  B.  Head  wrote:— "I  migjit  also  have  most 
advantageously  availed  myself  in  t>e  field  of  the 
military  services  of  Colonel  Foster,  the  commander  of 
the  forces  in  Upper  Canada,  of  Captain  Baddeley  of 
the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers,  and  of  a  detachment 
of  eight  artillerymen,  who  form  the  only  regular  force 
in  this  province;  but  having  deliberately  determined 
that  the  important  contest  in  which  I  was  about  to 


be  engaged  should  be  decided  solely  by  the  Upper 
Canada  militia,  or  in  other  words,  by  the  free  bihabi- 
tants  of  this  noble  province,  etc." 

The  Governor  reported  that  bands  of  militiamen 
from  all  directions  poured  in  upon  him.  According 
to  the  best  reports  he  could  collect,  from  10,000  to 
12,000  men  simultaneously  marched  towards  the 
capital  to  support  him  in  maintaining  for  the  people 
of  Upper  rnnada,  tho  British  Constitution.  (Detpat- 
ches  in  8.  F.  B.  Head's  "  Narrative.") 

Aiter  the  first  alarm  the  established  militia  organ- 
isations were  used  to  raise  an  effective  force,  no  lees 
than  five  battalions  of  incorporated  militia,  organised 
and  uniformed  like  troops  of  the  line,  being  raised, 
some  of  which  were  not  finally  disbanded  until  1843. 
Besides  there  were  twelve  battalions  of  provincial 
militia  on  duty  for  various  periods,  and  thirty-one 
corps  of  artillery,  cavalry  and  rifles. 

According  to  MacMullin's  History,  militia  Usts 
for  Upper  Canada  at  the  end  of  the  rebellion  showed 
an  establishment  of  106  comfdete  regiments.  "There 
were  four  battalions  of  incorporated  militia,  oiganiied 
and  clothed  like  troops  of  the  line;  twelve  battalions 
of  provincial  nulitia  on  duty  for  a  stated  period;  thirty 
one  corps  of  artUlery,  cavalry  and  riflemen,  while 
most  of  the  militia  corps  (infantry  regiments?)  had 
a  troop  of  cavalry  attached  to  them." 

While  the  excitement  produced  by  the  rebellion 
was  still  maintained,  in  1839,  an  important  Militia 
Act  (2nd  Victoria  Chapter  ix)  was  passed,  which 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  mounted  corps, 
artillery,  light  infantry,  rifle  and  marine  corps  as 
separate  units,  quite  distinct  from  the  territorial 
militia  regiments. 

The  Act  of  Union  passed  by  the  British  Pariiament 
m  1840  came  into  effect  by  royal  proclamation  February 
10, 1841,  and  since  that  date  the  militia  of  UpperCanada 
has  formed  part  of  a  Canadian  national  force. 


CHAPTER  V 

THE  MILITIA  OF  LOWER  CANADA 


The  PHINCIFLK8  OF  THE  Fkench  Miutia  System  Retained.— The  Rotal  Canadian  Volunteers— 
LowEH  Canadian  Miutia  and  Volunteer  Corps  or  1812-14  and  1837.— The  Militia  a  Butt  of 
Political  Discord. 
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ACCORDING  to  the  Constitutional  Act  (31  George 
III,  Chap.  xxxi)8ection  31, all  laws,  statutes  and 
ordinances  which  were  in  force  on  the  day  fixed 
for  the  commencement  of  the  act  within  the  new  provin- 
ces, or  either  of  them,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  respectively 
remained  and  continued  to  be  of  the  same  force, 
authority  and  effect  in  each  of  the  said  provinces,  as, 
if  the  Act  in  question  had  not  been  made,  and  as  if 
the  said  Province  of  Quebec  had  not  been  divided, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  same  were  expressly  repealed  or 
varied  by  the  Act. 

In  the  preceding  chapter  it  has  been  explained  how 
the  first  assembly  of  Upper  Canada  at  its  second 
session  passed  a  Militia  Act  baaed  upon  the  English 
system,  completely  replacing  the  old  act,  based  upon 
the  French  system,  which  had  existed  in  the  old  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  But  in  Lower  Canada  the  old  militia 
system,  with  a  few  amendments,  was  continued,  as  best 
suited  to  the  habits  of  the  popuhttion  and  the  needs 
of  the  province.  At  the  time  the  Constitutional  Act 
was  passed  there  was  much  uncertainty  as  to  some 
of  the  details  of  the  militia  system.  There  were 
various  overlapping  acts  and  ordinances,  some  of 
which  had  really  lapsed  naturally,  having  been  merely 
temporary,  but  which  continued  in  practice.  Again, 
new  acts  and  ordinances  had  been  enacted  regulating 
certain  points,  without  the  legislation  they  were  in- 
tended to  replace,  being  specifipally   repealed.      Most 


details  of  militia  administration  were  regulated  by 
orders.  But  the  main  principles  of  militia  organisa- 
tion were  imderstood.  Every  male  of  age  was  a 
militiaman,  and  liable,  not  alone  for  military  duty, 
as  in  Upper  Canada,  but  for  the  "corvee,"  or  statute 
labour.  Various  civil  duties,  generally  cherished  aa 
perquisites,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  militia  officers. 

During  the  first  sitting  of  the  new  assemUy  of  thti 
Province  of  Lower  Canada,  April  2S,  1793,  a  message 
was  received  from  the  governor  informing  the  house 
that  "  the  persons  exercising  the  supreme  authority  in 
France  had  declared  war  against  His  Majesty."  In 
answering  this  message  the  assembly  stated  that  they 
would  immediately  proceed  to  a  revision  of  the  militia 
laws.  The  subject  was  taken  up  and  discussed,  but 
as  no  alterations  were  made  in  the  militia  ordinance 
then  in  force,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  such  were  deemed 
unnecessary  by  the  assembly. 

In  his  speech  dismissing  the  house  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  governor,  however,  asked  the  members 
during  recess  to  reflect  upon  "such  further  regulations 
as  may  appear  necessary  for  the  better  organising 
and  more  effectually  calling  forth  the  militia." 

November  2fi,  1793,  the  Governor-General,  Lord 
Dorchester,  issued  a  proclamation  drawing  att4>iition 
to  the  fact  that  alien  enemies  from  France  and  else- 
where were  in  the  province  busying  themselves  in 
propagating  revolutionary   princi{des,   and   requiring 


"•U  nwfinntw,  Mptaiiu  of  militi*,  pcaee  officen, 
•nd  othen  of  HU  M«jcMty'i  good  lubJeeU,  to  be 
vigilant,"  ete. 

Two  Mti  •ffeeting  the  mUiti*  were  puaed  at  the 
MMion  of  the  anembly  thli  year.  The  ftnt,  a  ■ort  of 
eonMlidation  of  the  main  militi-  law*,  but  intro- 
ducing  no  material  change,  (34  George  III,  Chap.  Iv), 
waa  entitled:— "An  aet  to  provide  for  the  greater 
•ecurity  of  thia  province  by  the  better  regulation  of 
the  militia  thereof,  and  for  repealing  certain  acta  or 
ordinance*  relating  to  the  lame."  ThU  act  waa  to 
be  in  force  until  July  1,  1796,  "or  untU  the  end  of  'he 
war." 

The  other  act  (34  George  III,  Chap,  vi)  conferred 
the  power  to  act  aa  coroners  upon  militia  ofBcen. 
The  fuU  title  of  thia  act  waa  :  An  act  for  the  division 
of  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  for  amending  the 
judications  thereof,  and  for  repealing  certain  laws 
therein  mentioned,"  and  section  38  read  aa  follows:— 
"And  whereas  the  great  extent  of  this  province  may 
render  it  often  impracticable  for  the  coroner  of  the 
dMtrict  to  give  his  attendance  at  the  different  places 
where  it  might  be  necessary;  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  afore  \id,  that  the  captains  or  senior 
officers  of  mUitia  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered, 
in  their  respective  parUhes,  when  any  marks  of  violence 
appear  on  any  dead  body,  to  summon  together  six 
reputable  householders  of  his  parish  to  inspect  the 
same,  and  he  shall,  according  to  their  opinion,  report 
the  manner  and  cause  of  such  death,  in  writing,  to  the 
nearest  justice  of  the  peace,  that  a  further  examination 
may  be  made  therein,  if  necessary." 

In  1798,  another  act  (38  George  III,  Chap,  ix)  was 
passed  affecting  the  special  civil  functions  of  militia 
offioen.    The  act  waa  entitled:  "An  act  for  making, 
repairing   and    altering    the   highways    and    bridges 
within  this  province,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
sections  28,  28,  29  and  78  read:— "XXVI-And  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid   that  the  grand 
voyer  or  his  deputy  shall  and  may  divide  every  parish, 
seigniory  or  township  of  his  district  into  such  number 
of  divisions,  being  not  more  than  nine,  as  he  shall 
judge  proper  and  necessary,  and  to  each  of  which 
divisions  there  shall  be  allotted  by  him  an  overseer 
of  the    highways  and  bridges,  who  shall  be  chosen  in 
manner  foUowing,  that  is  to  say:  the  grand  voyer  or 
his  deputy  shall  in  the  month  of  August  next,  and  in 
the  month  of  August  every  second  year  thereafter 
issue  an  order  to  the  eldest  captain  or  senior  officer 
of  militia  in  each  parish,  seigniory  or  township,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  overseers  of  the  highways  and 
bridges,  who  is  hereby  required  upon  receipt  of  such 
order,  to  fix  and  puUish  or  cause  to  be  fixed  and  pub- 
lished Bt  the  ehureh  door  or  place  of  divine  worship 


of  the  pwiah,  seigniory  or  township  after  morning 

■•*^'** •    d«y    on    which    the    houaeh^ldera 

thereof  shall  meet  for  the  purpose  of  such  election, 
which  day  shall  be  a  Sunday  or  a  holy  day  between 
the  first  day  of  Heptember  and  the  Hfteenth  day  of 
October,  ....  at    which    meeting    the    said    eldest 
capUin  or  senior  officer  of  mUitia  shall  preside,  and 
the  same  shall  be  held  in  the  public  room  of  the  parson- 
age house  of  the  parish,  seigniory  or  township,  or 
where  there  shali  be  no  such  public  mom,  then  at 
such  other  place  aa  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said 
capUin  or  se  ior  offic.  r  of  militia;  and  then  and  there 
the  said  hous.  Iioidcrs,  or  the  majority  of  them  so 
assembled,  shall  choose  a  fit  and  proper  person  from 
among  the  householders  of  the  parish,  seigniory  or 
town-hip  for  each  of  the  said  divisions  thereof  ...  to 
ser/e  the  office  of  overwer  of  highways  and  bridges; 
....  and  each  of  which  overseers  shall  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office  on  the  first  day  of  January 
following,  and  shall  serve  for  two  years;  and  any  person 
so  chosen  and  nominated  to  serve,  who  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  signify  to  the  said  captain  or  senior  officer 
of  militia  his  consent  to  enter  upon  such  service,  for 
the  space  of  eight  days  after  such  nomination,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fivf  pounds  current  money 
of  this  province  for  such  refusal  or  neglect,  or  who 
consenting  to  accept  such  office  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  obey  the  lawful  orders  of  the  grand  voyer  or  his 
deputy,  or  to  oversee  and  perform  any  of  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  this  Act,  shall  for  ever>'  such  refusal 
or  neglect,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shUlings; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  of  militia  who 
shall  have  presided  as  aforesaid  at  any  such  meeting, 
openly  to  declurp  to  the  persons  so  assembled,' the 
names  of  the  pmties  then  and  there  chosen  as  over- 
seers, and  to  make  a  return  of  such  nomination  and 
choice  to  the  grand  voyer  or  his  deputy  within  ten 
days  after  such  meeting;  and  every  such  officer  of 
nulitia  who  shaU  refuse  or  neglect  to  call  such  nweting 
or  to  preside  therein,  or  to  make  such  return,  shall 
forfei    and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  such 
refur     or  neglect." 

XaVIII.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  clergymen,  capuins  of  militia,  licensed  school 
masters,  and  one  miller  to  each  mill,  and  persons 
upward  of  sixty  years  of  age,  shaU  be  exempted  from 
being  chosen  or  appointed  surveyors  or  overseers  of 
highways  and  bridges," 

"XXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  officers 
of  militia  shall  contmue  to  do  the  duty  of  overseers 
until  the  firet  day  of  January  next,  provided  that  no 
officer  of  militia,  who  shall  have  so  served  as  overseer, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  rechosen  to  serve  eiter  as  sur- 
veyor or  overseer  under  thia  aet  within  eight  years 
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from  Um  Ant  day  of  JMiuary  nrxt,  unlfM  he  ahall  eon- 
Mnt  thereto." 

"LXXVIII.Andbe  it  further rnaetrd by thrauthority 
aformwid,  th*t  the  deputy  of  each  Krand  vnyer,  the 
■urveyon  and  the  oveneen  of  the  highway*  for  the 
tinte  being  ihall  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  trann- 
portlng  elTeetR  belonging  to  Government,  and  from 
being  ealM  out  to  lerve  in  the  militia,  excepting 
in  the  raM>  of  invaaion  of  the  province,  or  of  insur- 
rection m  the  county  where  they  are  reMpretively 
■erving  the  uid  officera." 

The  tame  year  an  act  (36  (leorge  III.  Chapter  xi) 
wai  paiaed  continuing  34  George  III.  Chap,  iv.) 

In  the  summer  nf  1796,  Carleton  returned  to  lingland 
after  completitig  arrangcmenti  for  the  carrying  out 
of  hia  long  cheriiih;<<l  scheme  of  founding  a  permanently 
emlwdied  eetitblinhment  of  Canadian  troop*.  The 
result  was  the  raising  of  "The  Royal  Canadian  Volun- 
teer Regiment." 

At  this  time  Napoleon  was  just  attaining  the  lenith 
of  his  power,  the  interest  of  the  world  in  1796  being 
concentrated  upon  his  brilliant  campaign  in  Italy 
and  the  Tyrol.  For  years,  emissaries  of  the  French 
government  had  been  busy  in  Canada  attempting  to 
stir  up  the  French  Canadians  against  Great  Britain, 
and  others  at  Washington  were  trying  to  emiirnil  the 
United  states  government  with  Britain.  The  Cana- 
dians, however,  were  not  to  be  so  easily  won 
from  their  British  allegiance,  and  gave  but  a  deaf 
ear  to  their  hindred  from  across  the  sea.  The 
clergy,  particularly,  and  the  gentry,  threw  the 
great  weight  of  their  influence  in  the  balance  against 
the  foreign  agitators,  holding  up  to  the  Canadian  people 
the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolution  and  the  failure 
of  the  invasion  of  the  province  by  the  American  Re- 
publicans in  1775-1776  as  arguments  against  any 
suggestion  to  unite  Canada  politically  once  more  with 
old  France. 

The  Royal  Canadian  Volunteers  consisted  of  two 
battalions,  the  first  composed  of  French  Canadians, 
raised  and  equipped  in  Quebec,  the  second  battalion 
composed  largely  of  English  speaking  men,  and  raised 
and  equipped  in  Montreal.  Each  battalion  consisted 
of  eight  companies,  including  a  grenadier  and  a  light 
infantry  company.  The  strength  of  each  com- 
pany was  xeventy  men,  and  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  difficulty  in  securing  officers  or  recruiting  the 
men.  The  regiment  was  raised,  equipped  and  admin- 
istered as  a  regular  regiment,  the  officers  and  men  being 
obtained  in  Canada  and  their  terms  of  enlisting  calling 
upon  them  for  military  service  anywhere  in  the  colony. 
The  uniform  was  of  the  regular  infantry  cut,  with 
scarlet  coat  and  blue  facings.  The  men  wore  grey 
cloth  breeches,  the  officers  white,   with  long  black 


gaiters  buttoned  to  above  the  knee.  The  head  dresa 
was  a  thi«e-eomered  hat  with  black  eoekade  (tassel* 
for  the  officers)  except  the  grenadier  company,  the  men 
of  which  wore  the  usual  tall,  conical  cap.  The  men 
were  armed  with  the  old  flint  lock  and  bayonet.  The 
regimental  motto,  duly  emblaioned  on  the  colours,  was 
"Try  Us."  During  1796,  1797  and  part  of  1798  the 
1st  battalion  was  stationed  at  Quebee,  the  2nd  battalion 
at  Montreal.  The  1st  battalion  went  under  eanvas 
for  some  months  during  the  summer  of  17V7,  and 
while  the  headquarters  of  the  2nd  battalion  were  at 
Montreal,  detachments  or  perhaps  the  whole  bat- 
talion was  stationed  for  periods  at  Laprairie,  Ht.  John* 
and  Horel.  In  the  spring  of  1798  the  battalions  ex- 
changed garrisons.  In  1799  pressurt  was  brought 
upon  the  officers  to  consent  to  be  [daced  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  fencibles  for  service  abroad,  but  the 
proposal  ditl  not  meet  with  favour. 

However,  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
October  1st,  1801,  restored  peace,  and  steps  were  taken, 
in  time,  to  disband  the  various  colonial  corps.  The 
Royal  Canadian  Volunteers  were  disbanded  in  August 
and  September,  1802.  At  the  time  the  battalions  were 
read  out  of  the  service,  the  First  Batt-^Hon  had  five 
companies  and  headquarters  in  Montreal  »if^  detach- 
ments therefrom  at  Three  Rivers,  Sorel,  ..>  1  rit.  Johns, 
and  three  companies  at  Quebec.  The  second  battalion 
upon  disbandment  had  only  one  company  in  Lower 
Canada,  the  others  being  distributed  throughout  Upper 
Canada  as  follows:  York,  2  companies;  Fort  George, 
(Niagara)  3  companies;  Kingston,  one  c<  .npony;  Fort 
Erie,  a  hali  company;  Chippewa,  a  half  company. 
(Surgeon-Major  Neilsoii,  R.C.A.,  in  V.  R.  I.  Magasine). 

In  the  Quebec  almanac  for  1797,  the  officers  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Volunteers  appear  as  follows: — 

First  battalion  Royal  Canadian  Volunteers. 

Lieut.-Col.  J.  UeLonguouil; Major  Louis  De  Salaberry. 

Captains,  Francis  Uambourges,  Desaulnier,  Beaubien, 
Francis  Piedmont,  Pierre  Marcoux,  C.  8.  De  Bleury, 
Louvigny  de  Montigny,  Francois  Vassal,  J.  Bte.  Des- 
timeauville. 

Lieutenants,  Daniel  Dupre,  Peter  Duchoquet,  A.  J. 
Duchesnay,  Joseph  de  Beaujeu,  C.  8.  Lanaudiere, 
Hipolite  Hertelle,  Pierre  Bazin,  Henry  Hay,  Joseph 
Bouchette,  Benjamin  Jobert. 

Ensigns,  J.  B.  J.  Duchesnay,  Ant.  Petrimoulx,  Louis 
Montisambert,  Honors  Bailie,  Antoine  Lanaudiere, 
Stephen  La  Morandiere,  Richard  Hay,  Francois 
Boucher,  Robert  Anderson,  Francois  Duval. 

CThafdain,  Salter  Mountain ;  Adjutant,  Robert  Ander- 
son; Quarter-Master,  Louis  Feromenteau;  Surgeon, 
James  Davidson;  Mate,  J.  B.  L.  Menard. 

2nd  Battalion  Royal  Canadian  Volunteers. 

Lieut.-Col.  John  M'Donnell,  Major  Haselton  ttpencer. 
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Ckptaiiu— iVt4>r  Drummond,  Hector  McLnin,  Hufh 
MeDonnell,  NM  Ml^n,  Mllm  M'|>oni.|l,  Hirluir.. 
WUIkiniMHi,  Alrxandrr  MeMiiUii. 

Lteut«nw.t.-Kich«nl  Fergu«>n,  Wm.  Frawr,  Wm 
CMwford,  Chirhmtpr  M'Dimell,  ThoniM  FrMer, 
DonM  M'I)oiM.||,  Wm.  JohnwHi,  Adkiw  M'Dw.i.|I,' 
— TMcherwiu,  Pierre  Ifpi»pe  Mnjor. 

Eiwigiu-Piem.  Bouchervillp,  Wm.  lleMe,  Peter 
Orwjt,  George  K>m«tin(p.r,  (Twrle.  Unniere,  Jiweph 
BoMtlwine,  Ruliert  Wolitey. 

Chaplaiii-Father    J)uv»l;  Adjiitmit -John  ( 'romp- 
ton;  qu«rtpr-.M«i«ter-Andrew    {'»meroii;  Hur»M.ii- 
Jame*  IMvidwui;  Male— ('yru»  Anderson. 

It  wUJ  be  remarked  that  while  there  are  liut  thriT 
name*  which  are  not  dUtinctively  French  Canadian, 
among  thow  of  the  offioen  of  the  IM  Rattallion,  that 
there  were  five  French  Canadian  officem  in  the  second 
batulion.  While  the  l«t  Battalion  had  34  officem, 
the  second,  of  the  same  nominal  estaljlishment,  had  31. 
Evidently,  the  military  spirit  was,  at  least,  as  strong 
•mong  the  French  Canadians  as  among  their  neighlion 
of   British   origin. 

The  peace  of  Amiens  did  not  last  very  long,  and  few 
expected  it  would,  apparently.  The  great  Napoleon 
had  not  attained  the  summit  of  his  ambition  in  1801, 
and  until  he  had,  there  was  to  be  no  lasting  peace,  at 
least  so  long  as  he  held  the  supreme  power  in 
Franee. 

Within  a  few  months  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
the  British  government  and  Napoleon  were  embroiled 
in  dispute  as  to  the  execution  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
England  refusing  to  evacuate  Malta,  the  Cope  of  Good 
Hope  and  Alexandria  so  long  as  Napoleon  faUed  to 
restore  hw  continental  coniiuests  to  the  powers  con- 
cerned and  contuiued  to  increase  his  armaments  at 
strategical  points  threatening  Great  Britain.    Napo- 
leon was  then  Vice  Consul,  and  French  royalisU  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  Channel  Islands  and  London, 
in  the  public  press  and  pamphlets,  were  engaged  in 
sarcastic  and  bitter  attacks  on  him  and  his  government. 
The  French  papers  retorted  and  attacked  England,  and 
the  English  papers  retaliated.    Napoleon  demanded 
that  the  British  government  muxile  the  press  and 
banish  the  French  royalists  refugees  to  Canada.    The 
British  government,  of  course,  explained  that  it  oould 
not  interfere  with  those  very  British  institutions,  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and   the   right  of  refuge.    After 
menaces  had  been  made  on  both  sides,  the   British 
government  in  March,  1803,  ordered  10,000  additional 
men  enroUed  for  the  navy,  and  the  British  Militia  was 
coUed  out.    Napoleon  ordered  large  additions  of  troops 
to  the  camps  which  had  been  forming  at  the  ports 
along  the  English  Channel.     FinaUy,  April  29,  1803, 
England  declared  war  on  Napoleon. 
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Both  Britain  and  France  ent«M)  Into  the  contest 
with  aest,  aaeh  nation  lieing  aroused  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  enthusiasm,  the  l<:iiglish  people  Iwing  spurred 
to  make  great  exertions  by  Napoleim's  Uunt  that 
Fjiglaiid  would  not  and  could  not  stand  alone  against 
France.  As  to  the  progreM  o'  the  several  campaign* 
which  followed,  of  Napole.m's  triumphal  campaigns  of 
Jena,  Auerl)ad,  Eyiau,  Hpain,  etc.,  and  of  the  British 
victories  at  sea  first  and  afterwanls  in  the  IVniwuU. 
the  Pyrenees  and  the  Hinilh  of  France,  it  is  necessM-y 
to  refer  here;  but  the  student  of  Canadian  history 
has  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  war  in  Europe 
to  appreciate  the  events  preceding  and  during  the 
warof  1N12-I4. 

The  authorities  of  I/)wer  Canada  were  at  this  im- 
portant juncture  anxious  to  do  mor«  to  bring  the 
national  defensive  force  into  line  with  military  require- 
ments  and  more  in  touch  with  the  population. 

Lieut. -Governor  Rol)ert  Hhore  Milnes  in  a  letter  to 
the  Minister  on  the  real  situation  in  Canada,  Nov- 
ember 1st.  1800,  >>peaking  of  the  social  conditions  pre- 
vailing,   remarked    "The   counties   are   dividc.1    into 
parishes,  the  principal  person  in  each  of  which  is  the 
priest,   and   the   next   ihe  C*ptain   of  Militia."     He 
went  on  to  show  that  the  influence  of  the  government 
might  I*  extendetl  by  the  co-operation  of  the  clergy 
and  next  through  the  militia.    The  bishop  and  priests' 
he  pointed  out,  could  be  depended  upon  to  use  their 
mfluence  "  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  loyally  in  opposition 
to  the  spirit  of  democrao)'.  which  has  fortunately  not 
made    much    progress   in    Canada."    The   Governor 
proceeded:-" The  popuUtion  is  computed  to  be  about 
160,000,  nine-tenths  of  whom  reside  in  the  parishes 
the  militia  37,904,  with  292  captoins  and  16  of  a  stalT,' 
the  latter  chiefly  seigneurs.    The  powers  of  the  Cap^ 
tains  under  the  French  rule  were  great,  the  feeling  of 
which  remains,  though  the  power  is  withdrawn.     But 
they  are  still  employed  in  performing  services  for  the 
Government,  for  which  the  only  remuneration  is  the 
sense  of  the  honour  of  being  so  employed,  but  this  U  by 
no  means  equivalent  to  the  expenditure  of  the  time 
and  trouble."    The  Governor  proceeded  to  suggest 
that  by  some  honorary  and  pecuniary  reward   or  by 
some  other  plan,  the  militia  officers  might  be  brought 
to  consider  themselves  as,  and  to  be  actually  made 
officers  of  the  Crown.     In  this  way  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
would   be  diffused   through   the   whole   province    "a 
spirit  which  is  natural  to  the  Canadians. "    His  Honor 
was  pleased  to  add-"l  would  like  to  call  attention 
to  the  relative  expenditure  for  civil  and  nuliUry  pur- 
poses, the  latter  out  of  proportion  to  the  Utter,  whilst 
by  a  proper  system,  not  only  would  the  mUitary  ex- 
penses be  greatly  lessened,  and  the  country  secured 
from  mtemal  commotion,  but  the  coH)peration  of  the 
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tnluibitMU  roukl  lir  icrumi  for  Ihe  Mtnrr  of  th« 
•ountry."    (Ihmi.  Arrhlvn.) 

IHirini  IMU,  M  •  rnult  of  the  w»rlikr  outlook  in 
Euntpr,  thrrr  wm  •  mild  outlirpak  of  military  oxrit#- 
mpnt  in  MontmU,  And  thr  lonU  milltl*  voluntarily 
■HpnibM  for  drill,  muvketn  lirinR  lent  thrm  for  thi> 
purpoac  from  the  rrRular  »rmy  rIotm.  Uovrmor 
Milnn,  on  Novrmbcr  Wth,  1N(M,  iiuMle  •  requisition 
upim  I>ut.-(>«>npnkl  Hunter,  the  mmnMnder-in-rhief, 
in  the  following  ternw:— "The  oHioem  of  the  Hrilinh 
Mid  ('MiadiMi  militi*  tt  Montreal  havinn  repnwntml 
to  me  that  at  the  time  Your  Kxrellenry  wait  mi  ||o«hI 
If  to  onler  miwketii  to  lie  delivered  to  them  for  the 
purpow  of  enalding  the  militia  of  Montreal  to  practine 
the  UM  of  firearnw,  they  omitted  to  auk  alio  for  lielt* 
and  pourhea  which  are  enentially  neeenMary  to  their 
•ttaininK  any  degree  of  perfection  in  their  exerciiie; 
1  Khali  be  much  oliliKed  to  Your  Excellency  to  give 
directinnx  for  lielti*  and  poucheM  lieing  delivereit  to 
them  in  proportion  to  the  nunilii-r  of  munketii,  an  I 
have  the  latiiifaction  to  And  they  mean  to  continue 
practicing  during  the  enauing  winter,  and  their  ex- 
ample nuiy  be  of  conHiderable  Hervice  in  the  province." 

At  the  ftmt  ncMitioii  of  the  parliament  of  Ixiwer 
Canada  in  the  year  1N0:J,  the  militia  lawn  were  re- 
newed, on  the  advice  of  the  governor,  by  a  new  act  (43 
Ueorge  III,  Chap.  i).  The  Hecond  lenion  took  place 
in  Augu«t  on  the  reaumption  of  hoatilitiei  between 
Great  Britain  and  France.  The  Alien  Act,  and  that 
for  the  preservation  of  Hi*  Majeaty'ii  government 
had  been  allowed  to  expire  at  the  time  of  the  peace, 
but  the  return  of  war  rendered  their  revival  neceasary, 
and  they  were  revived.  Upon  the  recurrence  of  war, 
there  waa  a  strong  manifestation  of  loyal  feeling  uni- 
versally throughout  the  province.  The  lieutenant- 
governor  sent  down,  late  in  the  session,  a  message  to 
the  assembly  stating  that  he  had  "the  satisfaction  to 
acquaint  them  that  a  considerable  number  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  province,  actuated  by  a 
spirit  of  loyalty  and  leal  for  the  interests  and  honour 
of  his  crown,  had  offered  to  form  themselves  into 
volunteer  companies  for  the  defence  of  the  province 
at  the  present  moment,  and  to  serve  under  such 
officers  as  His  Majesty's  representative  should  appoint 
to  command  them."  He  recommended  the  subject 
accordingly  to  the  consideration  of  the  H<iuse. 

A  bill  was  introduced,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the 
I.*gi»lative  Council  relative  to  it,  but  too  late,  the 
prorogation  taking  place  the  next  day.  No  i.icon- 
venience,  however,  was  felt  from  the  circumstance, 
the  Militia  Act  of  the  earlier  session  being  in  force, 
and  sufficient  for  every  practical  purpose  at  the  time. 
The  act  in  question  authorized  the  governor  to 
spend  2,500  pounds  sterling  annually,  as  he  should 


JMlge  expedient,  towards  the  fonmtkNi  of  an  eflleient 
militia.  He  was  authorised  to  emlmily  annually,  for 
W  days  annual  drill,  a  force  of  l;Mt  men.  The  aet 
was  limiteii  to  four  yean'  duration.  It  pnivliM  for 
pptisiims  for  disaliled  militiamen. 

(hivemnr  Milne*  loat  no  time  proceeding  to  put  the 
new  Militia  Act  into  effect,  and  the  re«|uisitioii  he  made 
on  I>ut.-(leiieral  Hunter  for  arms  and  e<|uipment 
gives  us  at  once  an  tilea  of  the  scfipe  of  the  hill  and 
of  the  absolute  depenilance  of  the  militia  of  those 
days  on  the  regular  army  for  e«|uipmenl.  In  thb 
document,  which  is  dated  (juebec,  3Hth  April,  tN03, 
the  governor  wrote;  — 

"In  consequence  of  new  regulations  whieh  hav« 
passed  the  legialature  respecting  the  militia  in  this 
province,  a  power  is  veated  in  the  Kxeeutive  Uovem- 
ment  to  embody  for  twenty-eight  daya  annually 
twelve  hundred  men.  I  have,  therefore,  to  rec|ueat 
Your  Kxcellency  will  give  the  necessary  orders  to  for- 
ward a  measure  s<i  important  to  His  .Majesty's  service, 
that  aix  hundretl  stand  of  arms  may  lie  delivered 
upon  my  requisition,  which,  whenever  this  measure 
shall  be  adopted,  will,  with  the  six  hundred  you  have 
already  had  the  goodness  to  order  to  be  at  my  dis- 
posal at  .Montreal,  complete  the  nimplement. 

"It  is  probably  known  to  you,  that  Lord  Dorchester, 
in  the  year  1796,  received  from  England  clothing  and 
accoutrements  for  the  number  of  men  now  fixed  by  the 
legislature  to  be  called  out.  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
close a  statement  of  the  articles  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  militia,  and  which,  being  in  the  military  store,  I 
shall  further  request  Your  Excellency  to  give  directions 
that  these,  or  any  part  of  them,  may  be  delivered  to 
me  when  required." 

The  retiuTi  mentioned  in  the  preceding  included, 
among  other  details,  the  following: — 

Privates.— Cloth,  brown,  4,179J  yards;  mixt,  l,910J; 
yellow,  1S2J.     Hats  and  cockades,  1,100. 

Sergeants.— Cloth,  brown,  104f  yards;  mixt,  flTJ 
yards;  yellow,  18J  yards.     Hats  and  cockades,  80. 

Drummers.— Cloth,  yellow,  401  yards.    Hats,  16. 

Besides,  there  were  buttons  by  hundreds  of  gross, 
braids,  looping,  sixty  pounds  of  thread,  two  thousand 
needles,  a  hundred  and  twenty  tailors'  thimbles,  forty 
epaulets,  linen,  linings,  etc.,  etc. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  by  Governor 
Robt.  H.  Milnes  to  His  Excellency  Lieut.-General 
Hunter,  Queliec,  Nov.  11,  ISOT,  is  interesting  in  the 
same  connection : — 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Your  Excellency  an 
extract  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  this  day  received 
from  Lord  Hobart,  authorizing  me  to  'receive  from 
His  .Majesty's  magazines  at  Quebec  such  arms  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  militia,'  and  I 


•liaB  h.  obliRKl  to  Your  EserHmry  tn  rrcflv*  thf 
•mount  .rf  1. 301)  itMui  .rf  unrn  with  prf>portlonatK 
•ewmtrnnmii.,  at  lurh  timni  uiA  in  aiirh  proporlioiui 
w  nwy  Im>  rp<|uiiiili>  for  thU  braiirh  i.f  Hi*  Majraty'ii 
■ervii*." 

Thl»  letter  rpirlvrd  •  reply  from  Lt.-rienenil  Hunter 
dated  York,  Deeemlier  9,  1N03,  reMlinn  in  Mrt  m 
foUowi:— 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  Mknowledne  the  rerelpt  of 
Your  Kxcellency'i  letter  of  the  llth  Novemlier,  with 
Ml  extract  fr»>in  Urnl  Hohart'x  letter  to  you  of  the 
»th  Heptemlier.  authoriiinn  you  to  receive  from  Kin 
Maje«ty'ii  maitaxine  at  gueliee  nueh  arnw  an  may  tie 


Mareh  Tlhh,  IMH,  Major-Oeneral  Mann,  In  eommanci 
at  Queliec,  wrote  IJeut.-CiJ.  (Jrven,  military  leeretary, 
aa  followii: 

"  l<ieut.-(i«ivemor  Milne*  han  ari|tMinte<l  me  with  hli 
intention  of  KivinK  a  proportion  of  arni.'  to  the  militia 
of  the  City  itt  Quebec  only,  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundml  atand  for  the  Canadian  and  one  hundred 
»tand  for  the  Hritiah  Militia,  who  have  been  trainlnR 
an  far  an  they  could  <lo  without  arms  all  the  winter. 
The  arnw  are  to  he  depiwited  at  the  Chateau,  and 
delivemi  out  only  at  auch  tlmea  aa  they  may  he 
wantwl  for  i-xerciae.  I  ahall  acconlinijly,  when  re- 
quired  by  Mir  Koliert  MUnea,  order  the  iaaue  of  the 
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necessary  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  and  requesting  to 
the  amount  of  twelve  hundre<l  stand  of  arms,  with 
proportionat*-  aceoutn-mentH,  at  such  times,  and  in 
such  proportions  as  may  \w  re<|uisite  for  thU  branch 
of  His  Majesty's  service. 

"I  have  by  this  opportunity  given  Colonel  Mann 
the  necessary  directions  to  order  the  ordinance  store- 
keepers to  issue  to  such  persons  as  Your  Excellency 
may  authoriie  to  receive  them  to  the  amount  of  six 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  which,  with  the  six  hundred 
atand  of  arms  formerly  i^iwd  to  you  for  this  Hervice, 
make  up  the  number  required." 
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above  quantity  of  arms,  conformably  to  Lieut  .-General 
Hunters  orders  signified  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the 
8th  December  last." 

Some  trouble  appears  to  have  arisen  as  to  the  further 
issue  and  also  the  care  of  these  arms,  and  July  25  1806 
we  find  Lieut.-Oovemor  Sir  Robert  Shore  MUne^ 
wntmg  to  the  commander-in-chief   as  follows:— 

"  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  Your  Excellency's 
etter  of  the  24th  inst..  respecting  the  arv:s  issued  from 
the  ordmance  stores  by  Vour  Excellencv'-  order  in 
mnsequence  of  Jx.rd  HoUrfs  despatch  to  me,  dated 
»th  of  September   1803,  by  which   I  was  authori«Ml  to 
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receive  from  Hia  Majesty's  magasinci  at  Quebec  such 
•nna  •■  may  be  neceaeary  for  the  use  of  the  militia 
of  this  province. 

"  I  shall  talce  the  eariiett  occasion  to  lay  before  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  the  subject  matter  of  your 
letter,  in  the  expectation  that  His  Lordship  will  send 
out  to  the  person  administering  the  goveniroent  during 
my  absence  such  further  instructions  with  respect  to 
the  arms  in  question  as  he  may  judge  proper,  till  when 
I  shall  consider  myself  as  responsible  for  the  safety 
of  those  arms  to  His  Majesty's  minister  only. 

"  In  consequence  of  the  information  Your  Ebccellency 
has  honored  me  with,  respecting  a  musket  with  the 
Tower  mark,  which  was  exposed  for  sale  at  McCary's, 
the  auctioneer,  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  I  shall  take 
every  possible  step  to  ascertain  whether  or  pot  it 
belongs  to  the  present  militia;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  may  possibly  be  one  of  those  muskets  that  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  militia  by  Lord  Dorchester 
in  the  year  1787,  and  were  never  afterwards  withdrawn, 
and  which  from  the  lapse  of  time,  it  is  not  improbable, 
may,  in  this  instance,  have  been  erroneously  considered 
as  private  property."    (Dominion  Archives.) 

May  22, 1806,  we  find  the  following  request  addressed 
by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Dunn  to  Colonel  Barnes,  command- 
ing His  Majesty's  forces: — 

"  I  have  to  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  give  direc- 
tions that  forty-six  carbines,  complete,  may  be  delivered 
from  the  ordinance  stores  to  the  order  of  Colonel 
Hale  for  the  use  of  his  battalion  of  militia,  for  which 
an  equal  number  of  muskets  complete  will  be  given 
up  in  exchange." 

The  27th  of  the  same  month  the  following  requisition 
was  made: — 

"I  have  to  request  that  you  will  give  directions 
that  two  field  pieces  (six  pounders)  com|dete  may  be 
delivered  to  the  order  of  Lieut.-Colond  Panet  for  the 
use  of  the  battalion  of  Quebec  militia  under  his  com- 
mand." 

During  the  year  1807,  Mr.  James  Cuthbert,  Seigneur 
of  Berthier,  son  of  the  first  Seigneur  of  the  name, 
who  was  a  retired  army  officer,  organized  the 
pioneer  volunteer  corps  in  the  country  districts.  The 
following  letter  from  Colonel  Brock,  then  in  command 
at  Quebec,  to  Mr.  Cuthbert  shows  the  importance 
attached  by  the  authorities  to  the  organization  of 
the  Berthier  company: — 

"Quebec,  October  12,  1807. 

"  You  may  well  suppose  that  the  principal  subject  of 
conversation  at  headquarters  is  the  military  state  of 
this  coimtry.  I  have  been  careful,  in  justice  to  you, 
to  mention  to  Sir  James  (}raig  the  public  spirit  you 
ha\'e  manifested  in  forming  a  company  from  among 
the  inhabitants  of  your  seigneurie  without  the  least 


peeuniary  akl,  or  any  other  assistance  from  govern- 
ment. 

"His  Gxcelleney  is  exceedingly  pleased  to  find  a 
principle  in  some  measure  established  by  your  in- 
dividual exertions,  the  basis  of  which  he  means  to 
pursue  in  forming  an  extensive,  and,  he  trusts,  an 
efficient  system  of  defence;  and  he  requests  you  to 
state  the  nature  of  the  engagements  under  which  the 
men  assemble  for  exrrcise,  and  the  degree  of  service 
they  are  under  propiise  to  perform. 

"You  must  b'.  aware  that  in  any  future  general 
arrangement  ii  will  become  an  essential  object  with 
govemn<ent  to  cecure  a  more  substantial  hold  on  the 
servicer,  of  the  men  than  their  mere  promise;  and  as 
it  is  hitended  to  give  every  possible  latitude  to  their 
prejudices,  and  to  study  in  everything  their  con- 
venience, it  is  thought  no  regulation  to  that  effect  can 
operate  to  diminish  the  number  of  voluntary  offers. 

"  As  you  have  been  the  first  to  set  such  a  laudable 
example,  Sir  James  thinks  it  but  just  that  Berthier 
should  take  the  lead  in  any  new  project  he  may  adopt, 
and  he  desires  me  to  ask  your  opinion  in  regaid  to  the 
following  points: — 

"Government  will  undertake  either  to  provide  or 
give  an  allowance  for  clothing. 

"Arms  and  accoutrements  must,  for  obvious  reasons, 
be  provided  as  far  as  practicable  by  the  individuals 
themselves. 

"  One  shilling  will  be  allowed  every  time  the  volun- 
teer assembles  for  exercise,  not  to  exceed  thirty  dajrs 
during  the  year. 

"The  men  to  be  bound  to  attend  drill  whenever 
ordered,  and  to  be  in  constant  readiness  to  march  to 
any  part  of  the  province  in  ease  of  emergency,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  governor-general.  From  the  time 
they  receive  the  order  to  march,  to  be  ]daced  pre- 
cisely upon  the  same  footing  with  His  Majesty's 
regular  troops  in  regard  to  pay  and  allowance. 

"Such  are  the  chief  conditions  which  I  understood 
Sir  James  to  say  he  wished  might  be  adopted.  He, 
however,  will  be  always  ready  to  attend  to  any  sug- 
gestion that  tends  to  improve,  and  give  spirit  to,  the 
object  in  view. 

"A  proportionate  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers  will  unquestionably  be  allowed. 

"  I  can  say  nothing  in  regard  to  the  officers— they, 
of  course,  will  not  be  forgotten  in  the  arrangement, 
but  they  cannot  expect  to  be  exalted  to  such  a  height 
as  to  interfere  with  the  just  pretensions  of  the  regulars. 

"  Being  in,  some  measure  pledged  for  the  success 
of  the  experiment,  I  shiUl  be  under  consideraUe 
anxiety  until  I  hear  youi'  sentiments. 

"Evpry  con«itl«r»timi  of  policy  ought  to  make  the 
proposal  to  appear  to  come  from  yourself;  therefore, 
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when  you  eoniult  thote  around  you,  it  will  be  un- 
neoeasary  to  state  your  having  received  a  conununica- 
tion  on  the  subjeet." 

Mr.  Cuthbert  wrote  in  reply,  and  Brock,  on  Dec. 
13,  wrote  again,  forwarding  a  copy  of  a  note  received 
from  Sir  James  Craig,  to  whom  he  had  submitted 
Cuthbert's  letter.  This  note  was  to  the  effect  that 
some  legal  difficulties  had  arisen  over  the  carrying 
out  of  Cuthbert's  project,  but  which  he  trusted  would 
be  got  over  immediately.  Arms,  such  accoutrements 
as  were  in  store,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition  were 
in  readiness,  and  His  Excellency  promised  should  be 
forwarded  "as  soon  as  the  business  is  brought  to  a 
conclusion." 

Apparently  the  legal  difficulties  proved  insur- 
mountable, for  on  July  7,  1808,  Brock  wrote  to  Cuth- 
bert that  the  general  had  very  substantial  reasons 
for  objecting  to  any  issue  of  arms  at  that  time.  He 
added:— "Were  your  corps  the  sole  consideration, 
be  satisfied  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment;  but  he 
caiinot  show  you  such  marked  preference  without 
nxciting  a  degree  of  jealousy  and  outcry  which  might 
occasion  unpleasant  discussions." 

As  the  war  between  Britain  and  France  developed, 
and  with  it  the  ambition  of  the  ruling  faction  in  the 
United  States  to  secure  possession  of  Canada,  the  war 
party   in   the   republic   industriously   circulated   the 
report  that  the  Canadians  only  awaited  the  unfurling 
of  the  stars  and  stripes  in  Canada  to  rise  in  a  body 
against  British  rule.    In  refutation  of  this  libel  on 
the    loyalty    of    the    French  Ca.;adians,    the  acting 
governor  (President  of  the  CouncU),  Mr.  Dunn,  made 
arrangemenU  for  a  grand  military  demonstration  to 
be  made  during  the  summer  of  1808.    One  fifth  of 
the  militia  of  the  province  were  called  out  for  training. 
The  ballotting  for  men  was  carried  out  with  the  greatest 
spirit,  giving  the  lie  to  the  doubta  which  had  been  cast 
upon  the  loyalty  of  the  peoide.    At  the  ballotting, 
young  bachelors  competed  with  one  another  to  pro- 
cure the  service  tickets  of  married  men  who  drew 
them.    Some  men,  who  were  not  drawn,  purchased 
tickets  from  others  who  were,  but  not  a  few  married 
men  refused  to  sell  out.    After  the  men  required  had 
been  selected  by  ballot,  and  everything  prepared  for 
their  mobilisation.  Sir  James  Craig,  the  new  governor, 
arrived  at  Quebec,  and  he  thought  it  best  not  to  jwo-  • 
ceed  any  further.    Consequently  an  order  was  issued 
excusing   the  drafted   force   from  service,   but   in  a 
general  order  issued  November  24,  1808,  the  governor 
lauded  the  Canadums  for  the  loyal  and  heroic  spirit 
they  had  manifested. 

In  1800,  Sir  James  Craig,  then  governor,  and  who 
had  commaQded  Corietou's  advance  guard  at  the 
expulsion  of  the  Continental!  troops  in  1770,  dismiswd 
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from  the  Quebec  militia  five  officers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  step  Was  necessary  few  His  Majesty's  service. 
The  cause  assigned  for  this  action  was  that  the  gover- 
nor could  idaee  no  confidence  in  the  services  of  persona 
whom  he  had  good  grounds  to  consider  to  be  pro- 
prietors of  a  seditious  and  libellous  publication  (Le 
Canadien).  They  were  Col.  Panet,  Capts.  B^dard 
and  Taschereau,  Lieut.  Borgia  and  Surgeon  Blanehet. 
In  1808  a  new  Militia  Act  (48  George  III,  Chap,  i), 
was  passed,  entitled:— "An  act  to  explain,  amend  and 
reduce  to  one  act  of  parliament  the  several  laws  now  in 
being  for  the  raising  and  training  of  the  militia  of  the 
province. " 

The  session  of  pariiament  of  Lower  Canada  in  1812 
opened  on  the  2l8t  of  February  and  passed  a  bill  (52 
George  III,  Chap,  ii)  authorising  the  governor.  Sir 
George  Prevost,  to  embody  2000  young  unmarried 
men  for  three  months  in  the  year,  who,  in  ease  of  in- 
vasion, were  to  be  retained  in  service  for  a  whole  year, 
when  half  of  the  embodied  would  be  relieved  by  fresh 
drafts.  In  the  event  of  imminent  danger,  he  was  em- 
powered to  embody  the  entire  militia  force  of  the  pro- 
vince, but  no  militiaman  was  to  be  drafted  into  the 
regular  forces.  For  drilling,  training  and  other  pur- 
poses of  the  mUitia  service,  £12,000  was  voted,  and  a 
further  sum  of  £30,000  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  governor,  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  a  war  arising 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Sir  George  Prevost,  who  had  shortly  before  arrived  to 
succeed  Craig,  had  reported  to  the  Home  Government 
that  he  proposed  to  carry  out  a  levy  of  the  militia  for 
drill  and  for  the  purpose  of  executing  some  necessary 
mUitary  works;  but  the  suggestion  was  overruled 
by  the  British  Government  who,  at  this  period,  still 
persisted  in  exercising  direct  control  over  military 
matters  in  the  colonies.  This  point  is  clearly  exposed 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  on  this  par- 
ticular occasion,  and  |»e8erved  in  the  Dominion  Ar- 
chives.   It  reads  as  follows:— 

"HoRaE  GuABOB,  30th    May,  1812. 
"Lievt.-Genemal 

Sir  Georqe  Pkevost,  Bast, 
Ac,  ttc,  Ac, 
"Sib,— Having  had  the  honour  to  receive  and  lay  be- 
fore the  Commauiler-in-Chief  your  letter  of  the  4th  of 
March,  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  upon 
the  receipt  of  your  original  dispatch  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, dated  the  4th  of  December  last,  a  reference  was 
nukde  to  His  Majesty's  Government  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  carrying  the  levy  therein  proposed  into 
effect,  and  it  is  only  lately  that  an  answer  was  received, 
intimating  the  view  which  had  been  taken  of  the  inex- 
pediency of  this  measure,  as  communicated  to  you  in 
the  Seeretary  of  State's  dispatch  of  the  31st  of  March. 
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"I  am  kbo  to  obaerve,  that  His  Royal  Highnem  U 
of  opiiiion  that  no  arrangementa  of  thia  kind  should 
be  put  in  a  course  of  execution,  without  a  previous 
authority;  and  that  it  is  usual  for  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  communicate  with  the  Government  upon  all 
military  formations  whatever.  His  Royal  Highness  is, 
however,  fully  sensible  of  the  very  sealous  and  proper 
motives  by  which  you  were  actuated  upon  this  occasion. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  P.  T0RREN8." 

But  this  letter  fortunately  reached  Canada  too  late, 
for  May  28,  1812,  21  days  before  the  United  States 
Congress  passed  the  bill  empowering  the  President  to 
declare  war  against  Great  Britain,  Sir  George  Prevost 
raised  four  battalions  of  embodied  militia  in  Lower 
Canada;  and  a  regiment  of  "  voltigeurs, "  a  sort  of 
"corps  d'£lite,"  was  raised,  the  latter  being  placed  under 
the  command  of  Major  de  Salaberry. 

Companies  of  "voltigeurs"  were  first  raised  in  the 
French  army  during  the  rule  of  the  Great  Napoleon, 
the  idea  being  to  secure  the  services  of  men  of  the  small- 
est stature  in  the  army.  The  decree  of  March  3,  1804, 
provided  for  the  raising  of  a  company  of  voltigeurs 
as  a  "Compagnie  d'tlite",  for  each  battalion  of  light 
infantry,  aiid  a  decree  dat«d  Sept.  21,  of  the  same  year, 
introduced  voltigeurs  into  the  infantry  of  the  line, 
one  company  for  each  battalion.  These  men  were  in- 
tended to  be  transported  about  the  theatre  of  opera- 
tions, rapidly,  being  intended  to  accompany  mounted 
forces  in  swift  attacks,  etc.,  the  voltigeurs  being  ex- 
ercised at  riding  on  the  pommels  of  the  cavalrymen's 
saddles.  The  maximum  standard  of  height  for  the 
French  voltigeurs  was  four  feet  eleven  inches,  and  the 
smaller  they  were  the  better.  They  were  armed  with 
light  guns,  and  at  first  with  sabres,  but  a  decree  of 
October  7tb,  1807,  |m>vided  for  the  retirement  of  the 
latter  arm.  The  voltigeurs,  unlike  other  French 
troops  at  that  time,  had  no  drums,  their  instrument  of 
music  being  a  "comet,"  a  sort  of  small  hunting  horn 
which  was  later  replaced  by  an  instrument  much 
resembling  the  modem  trumpet. 

The  voltigeurs  made  such  an  impression  by  their 
useful  services  that  two  regiments  of  conscripts  raised 
as  chasseurs  to  form  part  of  the  Young  Guard,  peti- 
tioned in  1810  to  be  allowed  the  designation  of 
voltigeurs.  Under  the  second  empire  the  voltigeivs 
were  accorded  the  same  pay  as  grenadiers,  and  shared 
with  that  branch  of  the  service  the  charge  of  the  colours. 
The  voltigeur  companies  occupied  the  left  of  each 
battalion.  Besides  the  company  of  voltigeurs,  which 
existed  in  each  battalion  of  infantry  of  the  line,  there 
were  in  the  Guard  four  regiments  of  voltigeurs. 

The  Canadian  Voltigeurs,  who  were  light  infantry 


or  riflemen,  were  nuaed  without  any  delay,  in  fact 
the  strength  being  reported  complete  in  forty-eight 
hours.  This  historical  regiment  was  composed  ex- 
clusively of  French  Canadians.  It  was  to  de  Salaberry 
and  the  voltigeurs  that  the  French  Canadians  owe  the 
proudest  laiuels  of  the  chaplet  of  glory  they  so  gallantly 
eamed  during  this   war. 

The  "Canadian  Fencible  Infantry  Regiment"  (10 
companies),  already  serving  in  the  province  and  carried 
on  the  estaUishment  of  the  regular  army,  was  largely 
recraited  among  the  French  Canadians,  its  officers 
being  taken  almost  exclusively  from  the  regidar  army. 

The  complete  list  of  officers  of  the  Canadian  Fencible 
Infantry  in  1812  was  as  follows: — 

Colonel — Major-General  Thomas  Peter  (1);  Lieut- 
Col., — Major-General  David  %ank,  George  Robertson; 
Major — Francis  Cockbum  (1).  Captains — James 
Ecdes  (2),  William  De  Haren,  Thomas  Hay  (2),  Ed- 
ward Cartwright  (2),  Dugald  Campbell,  George  R. 
Ferguson  (2),  Ewan  McMillan,  Alex.  McQueen,  James 
Pentz.  Lieutenants — John  Reid  (2),  William  Marshall, 
Ronald  M'Donell,  Wm.  Radenhurst,  Henry  Weather- 
ston,  John  Johnston,  Daniel  Dupre (2), Archid. K.John- 
son, Alexander  Grant,  R.  M.  Cochrane,  Ekiward 
Dewar  (staff).  Ensigns — Alex.  McMillan,  Charles  Pin- 
guet,  Thomas  F.  Gunter,  Benjamin  Delisle,  Ulysses 
Fitzmorris.  Paymaster — Lieut.  Wm.  Marshall;  Ad- 
jutant— Lieut.  R.  M.  Cochrane;  Quartermaster — 
Alex.  Fraser;  Surgeon — Michael  Mabey;  Asst.-Sur- 
geon — Alex.  Cunningham. 

The  list  of  officers  puUished  in  1813  showed  a  few 
changes.  Captain  De  Haren  had  been  promoted 
major,  and  Lieut.  Patrick  Nowlar  had  been  brought 
in  to  refdace  Lieutenant  Cochrane,  detailed  to  other 
duty,  as  Adjutant.  The  company  officers  in  (1813) 
stood  as  follows : — 

Captains— Thomas  Hay  (2),  Edward  Cartwright 
(2),  (jeorge  R.  Ferguson  (2),  Alex.  McQueen,  James 
Pentz,  John  HaU,  G.  S.  Peach,  W.  H.  Hailes,  Wm. 
Marshall,  Josias  Taylor. 

Lieutenant — Wm.  Radenhurst,  Henry  Weatherston, 
John  Johnston,  Alex.  Grant,  Chas.  Pinguet,  Noah 
Freer,  Benjamin  Delisle,  Ulysses  Fitzmorris,  Pierre 
Gamelin. 

Ensigns— G.  De  Hertel,  B.  Gugy,  E.  W.  Antrobus, 
G.  C.  Peach,  Walter  Davidson,  Louis  Dufresne,  Robert 
Tagart,  Wm.  Taylor. 

Dtuing  the  years  immediately  (H«ceding  the 
war  much  progress  had  been  made  in  the  organisation 
of  the  militia,  and  by  the  year  1812  the  militia  force  of 
Lower  Canada  had  undergone  considerable  change  and 
had  developed  greatly.  At  its  head  was  the  following 
imposing  staff: 

(1)  Abmit.    (2)  Temporsiy  Rank 


AdjuUnt-Gwiena— Lt..CoI.  Fnuifloia  Vaaul  de  Mon- 
vM. 
Deputy  Adj.-General— Lt.-Col.  X»v.  de  Unaudiere. 
AHiitont  Adj.-Genenl— Major  Charles  Fremont. 
Orderly  Qerk  to  the  Adj.-General— Charles  Simon 
Turcot,  Orderly  Sergeant. 

Adjutant  of  Provincial  Militia— Lt.-Col.  A.  L.  Ju- 
ehereau  Duchesnay. 

Provincial  Aides-de-Camp— Lieut.-Col.  P.  de  Bou- 
chOTville,  Lieut.-Col.  M.  H.  Percival. 

Adjutants  for  the  Town  of  Quebec— Capt.  J.  Bte. 
Destimauville,  Capt.  Louis  de  Montiiambert,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Cary. 

Adjutants  for  the  Town  of  Montreal— Capt.  R. 
Griffin,  1st  Bat.;  Capt.  J.  G.  Delisle,  2nd  Bat.;  Ueut. 
Lb.  Chariand,  3rd  Bat. 

Adjutant  for  the  four  divisions  south  of  the  St. 

lAwrence,  District  of  Montreal— Capt.  L.  R.  C.  Delery. 

Adjutant  for  the  District  of  Trois  Rivieres— Capt. 

F.  Boucher,  for  the  north,  Lieut.  M.  J.  de  Tonnancourt, 

for  the  south. 

Adjutanta  for  the  Eastern  Townships— Captain  Jacob 
Glen,  Captain  Philip  Byrne. 

Adjutant  for   the  Chambly   Division   de— Captain 
D.  Lukm. 
Adjutant  for  the  Gaspe  District— Lieut.  H.  O'Hara. 
The  district  of  Quebec  cominised  8  regimental  divi- 
sions, that  of  Montreal,  13;  Three  Rivers,  2;  Eastern 
Townships,  6;  Gaspe,  1. 

As  soon  as  war  was  declared  the  regular  troops  were 
moved  to  Montreal,  and  Quebec  was  garrisoned  by 
the  militia.    At  Montreal,  the  militia  also  turned  out 
for  garrison  duty.    On  the  6th  of  August  the  whole 
militia  were  commanded  to  hold  themselves  m  readi- 
ness  for  embodiment.    A   military  epidemic  seised 
young  and  old;  but  there  was  an  exception  to  the  rule 
of  martial  enthusiasm.    In  the  Parish  of  Pointe  Claire, 
on  Uke  St.  Ix)ui«,  some  young  men,  who  had  been 
drafted  into  the  embodied  militia,  refined  to  join  their 
battalions.    Of   these,   four   were   apprehended;  but 
one  was  rescued,  and  it  was  determined  by  his  neigh- 
bours to  organise  a  party  to  liberate  such  others  of  their 
friends  as  had  abeady  jomed  the  depot  of  the  embodied 
militia  of  the  dist   rt  at  Laimirie.    Accordingly,  on 
the  following  day,  some  three  or  four  hundred  persons 
assemUed  at  Lachine  for  this  purpose;  but  it  soon 
appeared  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing.   The  habitanta  refused  to  believe  the  assurances 
of  the  magistrates  that  the  militia  law  was  simply 
being  enforced.    They  shouted   "Vive  le  Roi"  and 
announced  their  readiness  to  serve  in  the  field  i»t>vided 
they  were  regulariy  called  out  by  the  governor,  but 
held  that  the  embodimettt  had  been  done  without 
authority.    As  the  rioters  refused  to  budge,  two  pieces 


of  artillery  and  a  company  of  the  49th  Regiment, 
which  had  arrived  from  Montreal,  confronted  the 
crowd.  The  Riot  Act,  after  great  provocation,  was 
read,  and  after  the  troops  and  rioters  had  fired  several 
voUeys  over  each  others'  heads,  the  soldien  were 
ordered  to  shoot  into  the  mob,  and  one  man  was  killed 
and ,  another  dangerously  wounded.  The  mutineers 
then  dispersed,  leaving  some  of  the  most  daring  among 
them  to  keep  up  a  straggling  fire  from  the  bushes. 
The  military  made  thirteen  prisoners,  and  as  night  was 
setting  m,  left  for  Montreal.  Next  day,  four  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  Montreal  Militia  marched  to  Pointe 
Claire,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Laurent,  where  they 
captured  twenty-four  of  the  mutineers  and  took  them 
to  Montreal.  But  the  Pointe  Claire  habitanta  bitterly 
repented  the  resistance  which  they  had  made  to  the 
militia  law,  and  many  of  them  craved  forgiveness, 
which  was  readily  given. 

One  of  the  first  measures  decided  upon  by  Congress 
was  the  capture  of  Montreal.  Strategy  proper,  and 
political  strategy  alike  justified  the  attempt,  and  a 
powerful  and  well  equipped  army  of  10,000  men  was 
concentrated  around  ChampUin,  N.Y.,  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  Dearborn.  De  Sala- 
berry  was  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  line  of 
outposta  estaUished  along  this  side  of  the  line.  An 
advance  base  was  established  at  Lacadie.  The  force 
at  this  point  consisted  of  the  flank  companies  of  the 
8th,  100th,  and  103rd  Regiments  of  Foot,  the  Canadian 
FeneiUes,  the  flank  companies  of  the  embodied  militia, 
and  a  six-gun  battery  of  artillery. 

During  the  night  of  November  20th,  a  column  of 
some  1,200  Americans  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
into  Canadian  territory,  and  came  to  grief  at  Lacolle, 
where  they  found  their  progress  opposed  by  a  picquet 
of  some  500  militia  and  Indians.  Through  their  faulty 
dispositions  for  the  attack,  the  invaders  fired  into 
their  own  men,  the  result  being  an  immediate  retreat. 
The  provincial  militia  organization  during  the  war 
included  a  recognized  establishment  of  volunteers, 
several  companies  in  Quebec  and  four  m  Montreal' 
the  latter  attached  to  the  Fin-c  Battalion  of  Montreal 
militia.  The  officers  of  the  volunteer  companies, 
which  were  organized  "to  perform  garrison  duties 
voluntarily,  or  to  take  the  field  if  necessary,"  were 
regulariy  gazetted,  and  the  companies  in  Montreal 
were  brigaded,  with  a  commandant  and  adjutant  of 
their  own,  but  they  were  attached  to  their  territorial 
militia  regimente. 

The  battalions  of  embodied  militia  raised  at  various 
times  in  the  province  during  the  war  were  recruited  by 
districte,  under  militia  officers,  but  equipped  from  the 
magazines  of  the  regular  army,  and  subsisted  from 
the  r^pilar  eommissariat.    Minor  detailscrfw^utiiation 
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were  referred  to  the  regular  ataff  in  the  provinee. 
These  battalions  were  of  comiderable  strength  and 
well  equipped.  From  requisitiona,  parade  atatea,  ete., 
in  the  Domuiion  Archivea,  it  appeara,  for  inataoee, 
that  the  3rd  battalion  of  embodied  militia,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Jamea  Cuthbert,  raiaed  in  the  Three  Rivera 
district,  consisted  of  880  rank  and  file.  The  uniform 
consisted  of  green  jackets,  Uue  trousers,  caps  (decorated 
with  feathers,  rosettes  and  bugle  badges),  and  moc- 
casins. The  sergeants  carried  pikes  and  wore  sashes 
like  thooe  of  regular  regiments. 

Occasionally  the  embodied  militia  were  hard  put  to 
it  for  uniform.  Lieut.-Colonel  Voyer,  commanding 
the  4th  battalion  "Select  and  Embodied  Militia," 
writing  from  his  regimental  headquarters  at  Chateau- 
guay  to  the  military  secretary  of  His  Excellency, 
September  26,  1814,  complained  that  upwards  of  500 
men  of  his  battalion  had  not  been  supplied  with  any 
clothing  or  shoes  since  June,  1813,  and  a  great  many 
of  thn  men  had  no  other  but  linen  trousers. 

Several  levies  of  the  sedentary  militia  were  made, 
not  merely  in  cases  of  invasion,  but  to  carry  out 
military  works  at  Isle  aux  Noix  and  other  points 
along  the  exposed  frontier.  August  16,  1813,  Major- 
General  SheafFe  was  informed  from  headquarters  that 
no  more  corvfe  or  levying  of  the  militia  for  manual 
labour  alone  was  to  be  required. 

The  Lower  Canadian  militia,  and  more  particularly 
"provincial  corps",  raised  in  the  Lower  Province,  took 
a  much  more  important  part  than  they  usually  get 
credit  for  in  the  campaigns  in  Upper  Canada.  He 
organized  Corps  of  Voyageurs  was  not  sufficiently 
numerous  to  do  all  of  the  water  transportation  work 
between  Montreal  and  Kingston,  and  parties  of  men 
were  drafted  from  the  various  battalions  of  embodied 
militia  to  do  this  work.  And  these  parties  frequently 
took  part  in  the  skirmishing  which  took  (dace  along 
the  line  of  communications  between  the  head  of  Lake 
St.  Francis  and  Kingston.  Detachments  of  the 
VoltigeuTS  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Chryaler'a 
Farm,  and  rendered  valuable  service. 

Two  provincial  corps  were  raised  in  Montreal  early  in 
1813,"  HiaMajesty'sCanadian  Light  Dragoons," Captain 
Thomas  Coleman  commanding,  and  a  provincial  field 
artillery  corps.  Captain  John  S.  Sinclair  commanding. 
These  corps  went  through  the  very  thick  of  the  fight- 
ing in  the  Upper  Province,  but  writers  ^'enerally  have 
lost  sight  of  their  identity,  confusing  them  with  the 
regular  and  Upper  Canadian  corps. 

Documents  in  the  Dominion  Archives  give  par- 
ticulars of  the  raising  and  services  of  these  corps. 

December  22nd,  1813,  Captain  Noah  Prwr,  military 
secretary  to  the  governor,  wrote  to  General  de  Rotten- 


burg  at  Montreal  that  the  offieer  eommanding  the 
Royal  Artillery  deaired-the  fmmation  in  the  Montreal 
district  of  a  eorpa  of  driven  tot  the  artillery,  more 
efficient  than  the  existing  eataUiahment. 

In  those  daya  the  drivera  of  the  field  guna,  with 
thev  horaea,  formed  a  corps  diatinct  from  the  artillery. 
Now,  they  form  part  of  the  artillery  corpa  aa  much  aa 
do  the  gunners. 

General  de  Rottenburg,  December  26th,  1812,  re- 
plied to  the  letter,  mentioning  that  it  waa  hia  decided 
opinion  that  the  moat  eligible  mode  to  raiae  the  corpa 
"will  be  to  recruit  the  men  amongat  the  Canadlana,  for 
the  space  of  eighteen  months,  or  during  the  war  with 
the  United  States,  and  to  grant  them  a  boimty  of  five 
pounds  currency,  which  should  cover  the  reward  given 
to  the  bringer,  and  sup|dy  them  with  certain  articles 
of  necessaries. 

"  About  eighty  would  be  wanted,  and  I  should  think 
that  men  of  the  description  required  might  be  readily 
got,  from  the  general  predilection  that  the  Canadians 
have  to  be  about  horses;  and  another  strong  induce- 
ment will  be  the  superior  rate  of  pay  of  the  corps. 

"  Should,  on  trial,  the  recruiting  fail,  the  expedient 
of  taking,  from  the  si^entary  militia,  eligible  nten  and 
such  as  should  prefer  to  join  one  of  the  incorporated 
battalions,  may  be  resorted  to. 

"As  for  procuring  volunteers  from  the  embodied 
militia,  as  stated  in  your  letter  to  complete  the  number 
of  gunner  drivers,  appears  to  me  to  militate  against 
the  Law,  Vide  52,  George  3rd,  Section  60,  where  it  is 
said: — 

"Every  militiaman  ordered  out  or  ballotted,  who, 
being  in  actual  service,  shall  enroll  himself  in  a  corpa 
of  ti-oopa  or  embodied  militia,  shall  be  confined  in 
prison,  without  bail,  during  a  space  of  time  not  exceed- 
ing one  month,  and  his  enlistment  shall  be  null,  Ac. " 

Captain  Sinclair  reported  his  corpa  as  raiaed  to  the 
full  strength  Blarch  30th,  and  soon  after,  it  waa  s«nt  to 
the  front.  Captain  Sinclair,  in  the  correspondence, 
sometimes  calls  the  corps  "The  Royal  Montreal  Driv- 
era," and  at  othera  "The  Troop  Provincial  R.  C.  Ar- 
tillery Drivera."  Gunners  appear  to  have  been 
included  in  the  establishment,  for  September  13,  1813, 
Sinclair  wrote  Captain  Freer,  the  military  secretary, 
Quebec ,  aa  f ollowa : — 

"I  enclose  for  the  authority  of  His  Exeellenoy  a 
request  for  clothing  for  22  additional  gunners  who  are 
entering  on  their  aeCond  year  of  service,  12  of  them 
are  now  at  Kingston.    May  I  trouble  you  to  present  it." 

Captain  Thomas  Coleman  raiaed  his  troop,  "H.M. 
Canadian  Light  Dragoons,"  in  Montreal  about  the 
same  time.  April  15, 1813,  the  strength  of  the  troop 
WBB  1  captain,  (Coteman);  1  lieutetiaiit,  (Bctijamin 
Holmes);  1  comet,  (Pierre  Lefevre);  2  sergeants,  4 
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eorponJi,  3  trumpeten,  43  private*  and  51  hones. 
The  ■trength  appewa  to  have  been  inenand  consider- 
ably before  being  despatched  to  Upper  Canada  Cap- 
tain Cdeman  having  asked  Sir  George  Prevost  to 
adviK)  a  uniform,  he  recommended  the  following:— 
blue  jacket  with  red  cuffs  and  coUar,  white  buttons;  felt 
helmet  with  bearskin  trimming;  grey  overalls  strapped 
with  leather;  Canadian  beef  half-boots,  to  lace  in  front. 
The  troop  not  merely  served  on  the  lines  of  com- 
munication between  Montreal  and  the  Niagara  frontier, 
but  participated  in  some  of  the  hardest  fighting  and 
other  mUitary  operations,  including  Proctor's  move- 
ments, the  affairs  at  Forty-Mile  Creek,  Beaver  Dams, 
St.  Davids,  the  Cross  Roads,  Sandwich,  etc.  The 
troop  baggage  upon  one  occasion  was  lost,  and  several 
of  the  troop  were  taken  by  the  enemy  and  held  prison- 
ers for  s  considerable  time. 

January  22,  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Sir  Gordon  Drum- 
niond  at  Kingston  recommended  the  augmentation  of 
Captain  Coleman's  troop  by  a  comet  and  ten  men, 
adding  that  from  the  report  of  Major-General  Vincent 
and  other  officers  at  the  front  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
of  the  utility  of  the  corps'  services. 

Captain  Coleman,  in  an  official  report  of  March  27, 
1816,  remarked  of  his  men,  "They  have  conducted 
themselves  generaUy  in  a  soldierlike  manner,  and  I  have 
never  had  to  use  corporal  punishnaent.  The  troop  was 
disbanded  at  Montreal  May,  12, 1816,  the  officers  and 
men  receiving  pay  up  to  the  24th. 

One  of  the  most  important  permanent  organizations 
of  the  war  carried  upon  the  militia  establishment  of 
Lower  Canada  was  the  Corps  of  Voyageurs,  a  corps  of 
Canadian  boatmen  for  the  transportation  of  troops 
and  supplies  up  and  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  particularly 
between  Montreal  and  Kingston. 

The  officers  of  this  corps,  many  of  them  North- West 
traders,  were  in  1813  as  follows:— 

Wm.  McGillivray,  Lieut.-Col.  Commandant;  Angus 
Shaw,  1st  Major;  Archibald  N.  McLeod,  2nd  Major. 

Captains— Alexander    MtKenrie,    William    McKay, 

John  McDoneU,  Piene  de  Rooheblave,  James  Hughes' 

Kenneth  MoKenzie.  ' 

Lieutenants-James  Goddard,  Joseph  McGUlivray, 

Joseph  McKenzie,  William  Hall,  Peter  Grant. 

Ensigns— Pierre  Perras,  James  Maxwell,  John  Mc- 
Gillivray, Andr«  Baron,  Louis  Joseph  Gauthier, 
Pierre  Rototte,  fils.  Aeneas  Cameron,  Paymaster; 
Cart  Wright,  Adjutant;  James  Campbell,  Quartermas-' 
ter,  Henry  Monro,  Surgeon. 

During  this  camjjftsgn.steamboats  were  used  for  i,he 
transportation  of  troops  and  roaitary  stores  between 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  among  the  vessels  so  employed 
being  the  "  Accomod»tion,"  the  pioneer  St.  Lawrence 
steamer,  which  was  launched  at  Montreal  in  1<«9,  by 


Mr.  John  Mcrfson.  Was  this  the  first  occasion  on  whieh 
steam  power  was  put  to  use  in  military  operations? 
There  was  considerable  legislation  affecting  the 
militia  during  the  war.  By  the  preamble  of  52  George 
III, Chap.  2, it  appeared  that  that  act  was  only  to  ap|dy 
to  the  then  present  year.  The  act,  63  George  III, 
Chap.  2,  made  an  appropriation  for  certain  expenses 
of  the  embodied  militia  during  the  war.  The  act  56 
(fcorge  Ill.Chap.  1  (May  8, 1815),revivod  and  amended 
43  George  III,  Chap.  1  and  52  George  III,  Chap.  1, 
and  continued  them  as  amended  until  May  1,  1816 
and  to  the  end  of  the  war.  An  act  (66  George  III' 
Chap.  10,  made  permanent  the  3l8t  section  of  43  Oeoige' 
III,  Chap.  1,  granting  pensions  to  certain  classes  of 
wounded  MUitiamen,  and  to  the  widows  of  those 
killed  on  service. 
After  the  conclusion  of  peace,  with  the  exception  of  a 

volunteertroopofcavalryoracompanyof  rifles  here  and 
♦..ere,  not  amounting  in  both  province8to300or400men 
there  was  no  armed  force  in  the  country  exclusive  of 
the  regulars.  The  few  isolatod  cavalry  and  rifle  corps 
were  of  an  independent  character,  officers  and  men 
uniforming  and  maintaining  the  corps  at  their  own 
expense,  and  even  purehasing  the  arms  privately.  Of 
course  they  received  no  pay  or  allowances,  and  were 
not  subjected  to  any  systematic  oversight. 

The  members  of  the  Icirislature  of  Lower  Canada 
found  something  else  to  interest  them  besides  military 
matters— The  country— and  this  is  equaUy  true  of 
b-th  provinces  of  Canada-was  about  entering  upon 
Hardest  and  most  bitter  phase  of  the  long  struggle 
>  n  the  popular  representatives  and  the  bureau- 

c  for  responsiWc  government.     Issues  affecting 

fii- .oes,  administration,  representation  and  the 
stitution  itself  were  of  paramount  importance,  loe 
militia  languished,  and  iwactically  leased  to  exist 
except  upun  paper.  The  long  listo  of  the  officers  of 
the  sedentary  mDitia  made  a  brave  show,  and  the  form 
of  holdmg  the  annual  muster  on  June  29th  each  year 
was  kept  up. 

The  militia  hw  in  force  at  the  termination  of  the 
wi  r  of  1812-14  was  a  temporary  one,  requiring  renewal 
every  few  years,  and  kpsed  for  want  of  re-enacting  in 
1820.     At  the  request  of  the  govemor-in-chief,  the 
t*rl  of  Dalhousie,  who  remarked  that  the  constitutional 
provision  for  the  defence  of  the  country  had  been 
shown  by  the  late  war  to  be  peculiarly  well  suited  to 
Ixiwer  Canada,  the  legislature,  by  passing  59  George 
III,  Chap.  3  re-enacted  the  law  for  another  two  years 
By  the    acts  1  George  IV,  Chap.  4  and  22  (1821) 
3rd,  George  IV,  Chap.  28,  and  6th  George  IV,  Chap  21* 
theact  was  further  continued.  Theppriodof  thelastexl 
tension  terminatedatamostawkwardtimeforthe  admin- 
istration.   The  stnig^  between  the  legislative  aswmUy 
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of  Lower  C»ium1»  on  one  ilde,  and  the  f(ovemor-in- 
ehief  on  the  other,  regarding  the  (ornu  and  accounts  in 
connection  with  the  vote*  for  the  cxpenaea  of  the 
nivil  government,  reached  a  climax  in  1837,  and  the 
differences  on  this  one  question  were  so  acute  that 
they  caused  the  rejection  by  the  legislature  of  every 
measure  which  the  government  presented,  including 
the  bill  to  renew  the  Militia  Act.  The  administration 
claimed  that  by  the  expiry  of  the  Militia  Act,  two  old 
militia  ordinances  of  the  legislative  council  of  the 
old  Province  of  Quebecof  1787 and  1789,  wereautomatie- 
ally  revived,  they  never  having  been  absolutely 
repealed.  This  of  course  was  disputed  by  the  opposi- 
tion, and  the  militia  became  a  source  of  discord  and 
agitation.  The  governor  promptly  ordered  the  formal 
mustersof  the  militia  to  be  made  underthe  old  ordinances, 
and  some  militia  officers,  who  protested  publicly  that  the 
proceeding  was  illegal  and  tried  to  dissuade  the  militia- 
men from  attending  muster,  had  their  commissions 
cancelled.  This  action  was  held  up  as  a  further 
arbitrary  abuse  of  the  executive  powers. 

The  militiamen's  duty  was  exceedingly  light,  in 
fact  only  nominal,  under  either  the  temporary  lapsed 
acts  or  the  old  re-instated  ordinances.  The  militiamen 
had  to  meet  after  divine  service  on  a  Sunday,  or  other 
holiday,  once  a  year,  and  answer  to  the  call  of  their 
names,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  their  duty  was  done. 

While  the  affairs  of  the  provincial  militia  wore  in 
this  unsatisfactory  condition.  Lord  Oalhousie  under- 
took to  effect  an  important  reform  in  the  system  under 
which  the  militia  in  the  City  of  Quebec  were  divided 
into  "British"  and  "Canadian"  battalions,  a  system 
which  tended  to  keep  alive  an  inexpedient  and  im- 
politic distinction.  Consequently  a  militia  general 
order  was  issued  under  date  April  28,  1828,  reading 
as  follows: — 

"His  excellency  the  governor-general  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, being  desirous  to  do  away  with  the 
distinction  which  has  always  been  supposed  to  exist 
in  the  militia  of  Quebec  as  forming  one  English  and 
two  Canadian  battalions,  has  thought  proper  to 
order  that  to  each  battalion  be  allotted  a  certain 
portion  of  the  city,  in  which  all  householders  or  lodgers 
shall  be  enrolled,  whether  British  or  Canadian  bom, 
that  no  distinction  of  religion  shall  be  considered — 
and  that  arrangements  shall  be  made  gradually,  to 
appoint  to  each  battalion  those  captains  and  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  who,  as  householders, 
are  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  battalion.  The 
govcrnor-in-chief  is  sensible  that  this  may  create  at 
first  some  trouble  and  inconvenience,  but  the  object 
is  too  important  to  admit  of  any  consideration  of  such 
a  difficulty,  et^.,  etc." 


This  system  was  in  1847  revmed,  and  the  old  order 
of  things  restored,  by  Lord  Catheart.  The  unwise 
change  was  attriLjted  to  the  advice  given  His  Excel- 
lency by  Lieut.-Col.  Tache,  then  adjutant-general 
of  the  militia  in  Lower  Canada.— (Christie.) 

During  the  session  of  1820,  while  Sir  JamM  Kempt 
was  acting  as  administrator,  much  time  was  occupied 
discussing  a  new  militia  bill.  The  assemUy  passed 
tlie  bill  with  a  clause  declaring  that  the  removals 
and  appointments  of  officers  that  had  been  made  since 
May  1st,  1827,  when  the  militia  ordinances  of  1787  and 
1789  came  into  force  again  in  consequence  of  the  lapsing 
of  the  temporary  acts,  were  illegal  and  null.  The 
legislative  council  considered  that  this  entrenched 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  executive,  amended  the 
bill  accordingly,  and  sent  it  back  to  the  assembly  for 
concurrence.  The  assembly  refused  to  accept  the 
amendments,  and  the  bill  fell  through. 

At  the  following  session,  the  question  of  the  militia 
was  again  revived,  at  first  apparently  with  the  object 
rather  of  impeaching  the  former  governor  than  with 
that  of  pUcing  militia  matters  in  the  province  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis.  The  result  of  the  first  dis- 
cussion of  militia  matters  during  the  session  was  the 
adoption  of  a  petition  to  the  King  by  "  the  Commons 
of  Lower  Canada,  in  Pfovincial  Parliament  assembled," 
which  is  interesting  as  giving  a  review  of  the  militia 
legislation  of  the  province  since  the  conquest. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  petition :  — 

"Certain  ordinances  for  the  better  reguUtion  of  the 
militia  of  the  then  Province  of  Quebec,  were  made 
and  passed  by  the  governor  and  legislative  council 
of  the  said  province  in  the  years  of  1787  and  1789, 
which  ordinances  were  inadequate,  arbitrary  and 
vexatious  in  their  {novisions,  unneciM»ril>  bother- 
some to  the  subject,  subversive  of  personal  freedom 
and  the  right  of  property,  and  subjected  all  the  male 
inhabitants  of  the  said  province,  between  sixteen 
and  sixty  years  of  age,  to  an  exercise  of  martial  law 
in  time  of  peace. 

"That  by  an  act  passed  in  the  second  session  of 
the  first  Provincial  Parliament  of  Lower  Canada, 
in  the  34th  year  of  the  reign  of  your  Majesty's  royal 
father  of  revered  memory,  (George  III),  it  was  declared 
and  enacted  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  saij 
act,  the  said  ordinances  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
repealed,  and  certain  temporary  provisions  were 
substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

"That  the  said  provision;^  and  other  temporary 
provisions  for  regulating  the  militia  were  continued  or 
enacted  by  various  other  acts  of  the  provincial  parlia- 
ment, and  continued  from  time  to  time,  till  the  first  day 
of  May  in  the  year  1816,  when  they  expired  in  con- 
sequence of  a  premature  dissolution  of  the  house  of 
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Mwmbly,  and  wvn  tw\ved  by  Mother  temporary  act 
of  the  provincial  parliament,  pawed  on  the  twenty- 
■eeond  day  of  Biaroh  in  the  following  year. 

"That  durinic  the  interval  between  the  ftnt  day 
of  May  in  the  year  1816  and  the  laid  32nd  of  March, 
1817,  the  aforeaaid  ordinance!,  nor  any  other  law 
for  regiiUtinx  the*militia  were  enforced  or  pretended  to 
be  inforced,  or  known  to  be  in  existence  by  the  body  of 
the  inhabitant*  of  the  said  province  fit  for  militia 
duty.' 


The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  atntheona  and  Mount  Royal,  P.C.,  G.C  M  O 

Honorary  Colonel,  the  3rd  Victoria  Riflee.    Commanded  a    ' 

militia  eompanv  at  Winnipeg  during  the  Fenian  Raid  of 

1871.     Raised  Stmthcona's  Hone  during  the  South 

African  War  at  hia  own  ezpenae. 

"That  all  the  provisions  for  regulating  the  militia 
of  this  province  revived,  continued  or  enacted  by  the 
provincial  parliament,  at  or  subsequently  to  the  said 
22iid  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1817,  expired  on  the  first 
day  of  May,  1827,  after  a  sudden  prorogation  of  the 


provincial  parliament,  which  was  followed  by  a  pre- 
mature disHolution  of  the  assembly. 

"That  the  aforesaid  ordinances  of  the  governor  and 
legislative  council,  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  Ute 
Province  of  Quebec,  were  pretended  to  be  revived,  and 
were  enforced  by  the  late  governor  of  this  province, 
soon  after  the  said  prorogation,  whereby  he  assumed  a 
legislative  authority  over  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
th|s  province,  and  attempted  to  establish  arbitrary 
power  over  their  persons  and  property,  under  colour  of 

Uw." 

Among  the  British  names  appearing  in  the  divi- 
sion Iwt  as  supporting  this  petition  were  those  of 
Messrs.  Leslie,  Brookes,  Child,  Scott,  Peck,  Cannon, 
Neilson  and  Kiinwiton. 

On  receiving  the  petition,  his  excellency  stated 
that  he  woidd  not  fail  to  transmit  it  to  the  King, 
but  added:—"!  must,  however,  observe  on  the 
present  occasion  that  His  Majesty's  courts  of  justice 
in  this  province,  having  determined  that  the  ord- 
inances in  question  are  laws  in  force,  my  duty  neces- 
sarily requires  me  to  be  governed  by  such  judicial 
decision  until  a  new  act  shall  be  passed  by  the  pro- 
vincial parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia, 
a  measure  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  be  effected 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Home  Government  took 
no  notice  of  this  petition. 

lAter  '"n  the  session  a  militia  bill  (10  and  11  . 
George  IV,Ch8p.  3)  was  passed,  putting  at  rest  the 
difficulty  that  had  arisen  between  the  executive  and 
the  assembly,  relative  to  the  old  ordinances  of  1787 
and  1789.  This  bill  enabled  the  governor  to  call  the 
legislature  together  in  time  of  war,  etc.,  exacted  a 
property  qualification  in  persons  commissioned  to 
the  militia,  and  residence  within  their  respective 
territorial  divisions. 

Before    the    departure   of   Sir    James    Kempt, 
(October  30,  1830)  he  made  a  beginning  with  the 
reorganization  of  the  militia,  reinstating  several,  if 
not  all,  of  those  deprived  of  their  commissions,  leav- 
ing the  consummation  of  the  work  of  conciliation 
and  reform  to  his  successor.  Lord   Aylmer,    who 
arrived  at  Quebec,  to   assume  the  reins  of  govem- 
nient,  in   H.M.S.  HtrM,  October  13,  1830.    Hence 
the  earliest  association  of  the  Aylmer  family  with  the 
national  defensive  force  of  Canada. 

In  opening  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  1834.  the 
governor  in  his  speech  remarked:— "Amongst  the  acts 
which  are  about  to  expire,  I  think  it  necessary  to  draw 
your  particular  attention  to  the  act  10  and  il  George 
IV.,  Chap.  3,  intituled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
defence  of  the  jwovince,  and  to  regulato  the  militia 
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thaiMf,  ooutiauud  bjr  9tod  WOUmb  IV.,  Ctep.  U. 
Should  it  be  iudgad  MpMlimt  (lurtlwr  to  eontliiiw  thkt 
aet,  I  would  reeommnid  to  yon  to  aoaaid«r  the  expe- 
diency of  embodjring  in  it  the  provieiom  of  the  Mt  9Ml 
WiUUm  IV.,  Up.  43,  intituled  'An  eet  to  suthoriH 
the  •ppointment  of  eoorta  of  enquiry,  for  InveetlfktlBg 
the  queliiieationa  of  militia  ofsiem  iu  eettain  nam,' 
whieh  Mt  ie  aleo  about  to  expire. " 

In  proroguing  parliament  the  ■ovemor  thanked  the 
legielature  for  having  patMd  the  militia  bill  ae  reeom- 
mended. 

At  thia  period  there  wae  aome  email  effort  within 
the  militia  of  Lower  Canada  to  maintain  what  may  be 
called  an  active  force  of  drilled  volunteer*,  aevwal 
vdunteer  companic*  being  organiied  at  Montreal  and 
Quebec.  At  flnt  they  appear  to  have  been  uniformed 
and  equipped  at  the  private  expenae  of  the  member*, 
and  there  wae,  oi  eourae,  no  idM  ot  obtaining  pay  Tor 
drill;  but  for  a  ehtwt  time  lome  of  tbeae  volunteer 
oorpe  connected  with  militia  organiiationa  had  the 
distinction  of  obtaining  official  recognitioti  and  of  eveb 
being  armed,  and  to  a  very  riight  extent,  equipped, 
at  the  pulilic  expenae. 

In  the  Dominion  Arehivei,  at  Ottawa,  ia  a  return 
dated  October  16,  1834,  of  "Anm,  aeooutrementa, 
ammunition,  etc.,  iMued  to  different  regiment*  of 
militia  in  the  Mcmtreal  District  from  March  Quarter, 
1823  to  September  Quarter,  1824. " 

This  return  shows  that  there  were  iaiued  to  the  fifth 
Battalion  Township  Militia  in  March  Quarter,  1833, 
under  authority  of  an  order  dated  February  Slat,  1833, 
sixty  sword*  of  scimitar  pattern  and  fourteen  belta 
for  same,  the  whole  of  a  value  of  sixty  one  pounda, 
eleven  shillings  and  eight  penee. 

To  the  "Montreal  Militia"  there  were  issued  in  the 
June  Quarter,  under  authority  dated  June  5,  1833, 
fifty  muskets  complete  and  160  musket  ball  cartridge*, 
the  whole  of  a  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  nine 
shillings. 

To  the  "Royal  Montreal  Cavalry,"  in  the  December 
Quarter,  on  authority  dated  November  20, 1823,  there 
were  issued  40  saddles  and  bridles,  60  swords  ("Scy- 
mitar")  with  scabbards,  60  cavalry  pistols  and  160 
buff  leather  slings  and  infantry  pouches. 

To  the  last  mentioned  corps  <i  furtlter  issue  was 
made  during  March  Quarter,  1824,  on  authority  dated 
January  24,  1824,  of  50  saddles  and  bridles,  40  swords 
and  scabbards,  40  saddle  bags  and  180  buff  slings  and 
pouches,  the  whole  issue  to  the  corps  being  valued  at 
££73,  38.,  4d. 

To  the  Montreal  Rifle  Corps  in  June  Quarter,  1824, 
under  authority  dated  Hay  28,  1824,  there  were  issued 
900  ball  cartridges  described  as  "  French  musquets, " 


ami  I^MnaMi  aad  a  half  pooadi  of  ftmr  grahi  pomiar, 
the  whole  of  a  vidtie  of  A,  U,  Id. 

Tto  the  Beauhamoia  MUlUa  bi  the  J«me  Quarter.on 
autborHy  dated  Mareh  10,  1834,there  wan  imed  100 
miKqueU,  100  *eta  of  aeeoutrenenta  eomplataaiid  IfiOO 
baU  eartridiM. 

The  vahw  of  the  whole  taaae  waa  4998,  Ifa.,  Id.,  aa 
eertifled  by  F.  M*Km,  the  etoeefceeper  at  Montreal. 

The  apparent  triumph  of  theee  enthuaiaatie  volun- 
teer* wa*  not  to  be  of  kmg  duratkm,  thanka  to  a  eom- 
Unation  of  red-Upe  and  pditieal  exigeney. 

Deeember  37,  1834,  the  aeeretary  «rf  the  Ordnance 
Department  wrote  to  the  Colonial  Offiee  in  iMidon, 
transmitting  a  detailed  aeeount  for  theee  arm*  and 
aeeotttroment*  and  asking  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  that  the  Eari  of  Bathurst.  he  eofamial 
•eeretary,  be  adied  to  order  payment  of  the  amount  of 
£008, 140.,  Id.,  to  tiM!  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance. 

February  11,  182S,the  Colonial  Department  on  be- 
half of  Lord  Bathurst  transmitted  the  correspondenee 
from  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  the  Earl  of  Dalhouaie, 
the  govemor-in-chief,  then  in  EngUnd,  with  the  re- 
quest that  the  governor  would  report  "for  Hi*  Lord- 
ship'* (Bathurat'*)  infnrmation  the  fund  from  which 
the  paymento  referred  to  can  be  made." 

The  govemor-in-chiaf  replied  on  the  17th  of  the 
*ame  month,  and  hi*  letter  wa*  anawered  by  on* 
which  ia  very  intereattaig  a*  hidieating  the  attitude  of 
the  Impwial  Government,  at  that  date,  towards  the 
loeal  tareet  of  the  eoloniea.  The  odoniid  aeoretary'a 
letter  to  the  Eari  of  Dalhouaie  wa*  a*  follow*:— 

Downing  Street, 

Sth  March,  1838. 
My  Lord:— 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
deepateh  of  the  17th  February. 

I  approve  of  the  i**ue*  whieh  have  been  made, 
under  your  direction*,  of  ordhuwee  etoree  to  certain 
oorp*  of  militia  in  the  diatriot  of  Montreal,  and  I  have 
to  convey  to  you  my  authority  for  the  payment  of 
their  vidue,  £903  18s.  Id  from  the  mil^^ry  chest  at 
Quebec  to  be  charged  upon  the  army  extraordinaries. 
I  must,  however,  apprise  you  that  although  free  grants 
of  arms  are  allowed  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
colonial  militias  on  their  first  estaldishraent,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  the  formation  of  such  corps,  yet 
this  encouragement  is  given  in  the  confident  anticipa- 
tion that  the  cdonies,  when  the  mQitias  are  so  formed, 
will  mamtain  them  {nvperly  accoutred  and  armed, 
without  further  assistance  from  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment other  than  the  advantage  of  receiving  from  time 
to  time  the  necessary  supplies  from  the  ordiuaneo 
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rtor«  on  p.jrin«t  of  tb"  prtoe  »t  wM.h  th«y  w«. 
or*MlIy  eootneM  for  in  this  eountrr.  Vou  wUl 
ihmtm  eoBaidw  that  the  provkee  luidw  your  govmi- 
mmt  miMt  provide  for  •!]  (utui»  mppiiei  of  titi.  n«tui«, 
unleee  they  „.  fo,  th,  j^^^  ^  f«cillt«tin«  the 
fonmtion  of  •  new  eorpi,  or  under  aome  .peciitl  cir- 
eunetaneei,  on  whieh  you  will  enable  me  to  talce  Hie 
Hajeety'iplcMure. 

U  nppMn.nmeover.by  repreienUtiona  whirh  have 
been  made  by  the  Marter-Owieral  and  Board  of  Ordi- 
lunce  that  in  al]  oawe  of  .uppUe.  fumtehed  to  the 
cokmial  mUitiaa,  whether  gratuitoualy  or  otherwine, 
It  ia  neoMMry  that  an  application  ahouid  be  previoudy 
(U«n»mitted  to  me.  and  after  communication  with  the 
Mdlnance  having  been  approvud  by  thi.  office,  direc- 
tkma  wiU  be  given  for  auoh  a  delivery  being  made  aa 
•haU  be  then  authoriied,  and  upon  notice  of  their 
having  been  eo  delivered,  the  agrnta  of  the  leepeetive 
provlneet  must  be  duly  authoriied,  by  the  proper 
authoritie.,  to  pay  the  Ordinance  for  them  at  the  rate 
at  which  the  Ordinance  may  have  contracted  for  them. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
my  lord, 

Your  lordahip'a  obedient 

humble  servant, 

BATHUBST. 

Further  owreapondence  ensued  between  the  officials 
in  Canada,  which  shows  that  during  1824  certain  arms 
and  aeeoutrementa  had  also  been  issued  to  various 

QuebecmUrtiacorps,induding"TheArtmeryVolunteere" 
'Grenadier  and  Light  Companies  of  the  lat  Battalion  " 
"light  Company,  2nd  Battalion,"  "Quebec  Vduntel* 
Cavalry,"  "Quebec  Volunteer  Rifle  Company,"  "Volun- 
teer  Biilitia  Compwiies  in  the  Township  of  HuU  " 

In  a  letter  of  October  28,  1826,  addressed  to  Major 
Qenwal  Darling  by  Ralph  Gore,  ordinance  storekeeper 
at  Quebec  and  Capt.  G.  Coffin,  commanding  the 
Royal  Artillery,  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  leferred 
the  following  was  sUted:-"  All  the  arms  and  accoutre^ 
ments  which  were  issued  were  articles  which  had  been 
used  and  repaired,  and  the  arms  m  particuhw,  although 
caUed  serviceable,  were  only  fit  for  the  exercise  or  train- 
mg  of  troops  and  were  not  fit  for  actual  service.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  articles  issued  to  the  miUtia 
m  the  Montreal  district  were  supplied  from  the  stores 
at  Quebec." 

The  two  office  declined  to  place  any  value  on  the 
articles  in  question  for  this  reason. 

This  was  the  exact  period  when  the  acrimonious 
discussion  over  the  financial  ,y,tpm  of  the  government 
was  at  Its  vwy  height,  the  govemor-in-chief   being 


•namd  of  making  uae  oT  (Im  public  monic  Qkgally, 
without  the  previous  authority  of  the  IsdJiaiMttn 
lljrtieulariy  had  he  be«i  eensuied  by  Papi„eau  and 
others  for  eertain  advaneea  made  from  the  military 
cheat  to  the  rseelvw^p«eral.  As  the  army  authoritlia 
would  asMime  no  rssponaibUity,  even  so  far  as  to  plaa, 

l^fll^'?'""  «»'»»••"»«  "d  •««)utrementa, 
Lord  IMhousie  appears  to  have  ordered  aU  the  goodi 
issued  to  be  returned  into  stores,  and  August  2,1836 
Lord  Bathurst  wrote  him  approving  "of  themeasui^ 
you  have  adopted  for  causing  the  arms  and  accouti*. 
ments  issued  to  be  returned  into  ordinance  stows." 
In  the  same  letter  Bathurst  expressed  the  opinion  that 
arms  might  be  sold  to  men  of  good  eha.uct. -  who 
formed  themselves  into  military  corps,  but  held  sub- 
ject to  recall. 

During  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  out- 
»«ak  of  the  rebeUion  in  1837  the  mUitiaof  Lower 
Canada  had  little  encouragement,  and  the  few 
volmiteer  corps  le«i.  If  volunteer  corp.  were  main- 
talned  in  the  cities  of  Montreal  and  Quebec  at  all 
it  was  due  lather  to  the  mUitary  spirit  of  the' 
officers  and  men  and  to  the  popuUr  apprehension  that 
the  perpetual  political  agitation  would  eventually 
result  in  rebeUion,  than  to  any  encouragement  received 
from  the  authorities. 

When  the  rebellion  actuaUy  Imke  out  in  the  autumn 
of  1837,  Montreal,  and  in  fact  the  whole  of  Canada 
had  very  little  in  the  way  of  military  protection.  The 
position  was  very  critical  indeed.  There  were  only  four 
or  five  regiments  in  Canada,  the  First  Royals,  16th 
24th,  32nd,  and  e«th.  ' 

The  sedentary  mUitia  battalions  were  in  a  hopeless 
•tate  of  disorganisation,  and  the  only  volunteer  corps 
m  the  Montreal  district  which  was  chiefly   affected 
were  a  troop  of  cavalry  at  LacUne,  a  troop  in  Mont^ 
real,  and  a  rifle  company  in  Montreal. 

When  the  authorities  realised  that  they  had  a  rebel- 
lion on  hand  they  at  once  authorized  theenroUment 
of  volunteer  corps.  The  loyal  male  population  of  the 
City  of  Montreal  which  was  not  enroUed  in  volunteer 
corps  was  formed  into  "Ward  DriU  Associations"  or 
"Home  Guards". 

These  corps  and  drill  associations  were  soon  up  to 
full  strength,  and  the  whole  British  population,  and 
man/  loyal  French,  went  in  for  soldiering  with  enthu- 
wasm.  All  the  avaUable  haUs  and  warehouses  in 
Montreal  were  pressed  into  service  as  drill 
halls,  and  the  volunteers  drilled  night  and 
day.  Each  corps  had  a  sergeant  from  one 
of  the  regular  regimento  attached  as  driU  instructor 
and  a  few  weeks  of  such  hard  work  as  thev  put  in 
speedily  got  the  various  unite  into  very  go^  shape 
indeed. 
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Tlw  QovanimMl  funiWMd  Umm  aorp*  wHh  ttnt- 
loeka  Mtd  M«oiitmmnt*.  Thty  w«n  not  Mrvid 
with  imifanMi  the  Snt  ytsr,  fawt  wpiiHmI  with  militar.r 
ovmmmU  mmI  Imnwnw  for  ntft. 

After  Uw  nMKm,  tlwf*  mmumI  mmMIw  parlod  oi 
d»|itwi>uM  in  mUiuurjr  atain  ia  Loww  OMiaik.  It 
waa,  n  far  M  miUtary  ouMton  wan  eoBMniMl,  tlw 
time  of  the  mort  iuMtlve  part  of  the  era  of  torpor  in 
Enitond,  «hMi  IntervMMd  between  the  battle  of  W»lar- 
loo  Mid  the  CHawui  war.  In  IMO  the  Royal  Ctaa- 
dlan  Rifle  Regiment  waa  organii'.d  in  Cbaada.  The 
regiment  wae  in  no  way  connected  with  the  militia, 
being  an  Imperial  eorpa  raiaed  for  garriMn  purpoace 
in  Canada  and  recruited  among  veteiana  who  had 
not  wrved  lem  than  wven  yean  in  line  regiment*. 
Aa  might  be  auppaeed  the  men  were  a  remarkably 
aturdy  and  generally  flne  lot.    The  Regiment  per- 


formed ganiaon  duty  until  1171,  whan  it  waa  dl^ 
banded.  TUa  eorpa  <M  ita  part  in  keeping  up  aoma 
military  apirit  in  Qum^  previoua  to  IHM  and, 
mnfaowr,  in  the  year  laat  mantkmed  did  good  aerviat 
for  the  newly  orgaBiaed  active  milltkt  raglmenta  by 
piOTidiiv  them  with  iwry  eflMent  iaatruetora.  But 
thia  ia  anticipating. 

The  Aat  of  Unkm  waa  drafted  by  Lord  BydanhMi 
and  paaaed  by  the  Britbh  pariiament  in  liM,  the 
object  being  to  obviate  difleultiee  which  had  ariaea 
I'wtwaen  the  aiater  provincca.  Before  the  drafting  of 
thia  aet,  the  qiecial  council  of  Lower  Canada  had 
aiiTMd  to  the  union  and  to  the  aaaumption  by  the 
United  Provincca  of  the  large  debt  of  Upper  (Vutada, 
and  a  month  aftpr  thia  agreement  had  been  reached, 
namely,  in  Decpmber,  1§99,  the  legSalative  of  Upper 
Canada  had  alao  agm*<l  to  the  unkm. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  MILITIA  OF  UNITED  CANADA 


This  ll.»rHM.  CouNTiir.  Whiub  ('on,w,ii.u  HM^.o^rMHunn  to  Ca«;»oa,  KxpRrm  Hm  tc>  I)o  M.»«  i.. 


AT  the  time   of  th«   Union,  the  miwter  rnila  of 
the  Mdmtsor  militia  in  Upper  CuuKk,  known 
M   "CM»»d«   Wegt"   bi   the   Union,  «howed 
848  battiUioM   with    117,000  men,    while   in   Lower 
CMiad*,  ("Cwj»d»  EMt")  there  were   178  Iwttidiona 
with  llS^no  men. 

It  will  have  been  obMrved  by  the  Kadinn  of  the 
preceding  ehapten  that,  although  the  ayateme  on 
which  the  militia  ot  the  two  provinoea  of 
"United  Canada"  were  oiganijed  were  of  completely 
dtflnent  origina,  they  were  both  baaed  upon  the  under- 
lying principle  of  univeraul  liability  to  military  aervice 
of  the  adult  male  populationa,  with  a  few  natural 
exceptlonii.  Conacription  wa«  the  theory  of  both, 
the  ballot  being  available  to  raiae  any  foroe  for  active 
aerviee  in  eaae  an  insufficient  number  of  volunteen 
offered,  and  there  waa  a  proviaion  in  both  provinoea 
for  the  acceptance  of  volunteera  towaida  the  quota. 
There  were  aome  clearly  defined  pointa  of  difference 
in  the  militia  gyatema  of  the  two  provineea  aomewhat 
to  be  wondered  at,  in  view  of  the  continual  interchange 
of  civil  and  military  admuiatnrtora  between  the  aiater 
provinoea. 

In  Upper  Canada  the  militia  waa  compoaed  of  all  the 
male  inhabitanta  between  the  agea  of  18  and  60,  and 
they  had.aa  a  matter  of  duty,  to  muater  once  only  each 
year,  and  nwr»ly  for  enroUmeat.  CokmrJs,  howv»>r, 
had  the  optional  right  to  aaaemble  their  commanda 
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one  day  in  each  month  for  drill  and  inapeetion,  but 
they  aeldom,  if  ever,  did  it.  In  Lower  Canada  the 
aervice  age  waa  from  I«  to  ao,  and  then  were  three 
eompulaory  muater  daya  eM>h  year,  namely,  in  June, 
July  and  Auguat.  The  object  of  theae  muatera  waa 
not  merely  enrollment,  but  "to  review  arma,  to  fire 
at  marka,  and  for  inatruetion  in  the  exereiae."  In 
I^wer  Canada,  moreover,  in  line  with  the  praetieea 
of  the  oU  FVeneh  regime,  the  militia  officers  and 
evtn  non-commiaaioned  otRetn  continued  to  exereiae 
important  funetiona  in  connection  with  the  civil 
adminiatration,  the  maintenance  of  highwaya  and 
hridgee,  the  enforcement  of  the  aUtute  Ubour  Uwa, 
the  holding  of  coroner'a  inqueata,  etc. 

At  the  time  of  the  Union  the  queation  of  Canadian 
defence  waa  under  aerioua  comrideration  in  England, 
reporta  on  the  aubjeot  havmg  been  prepaied  by  army 
offlcera  then  aerving  in  Canada.  The  Britiah  govern- 
ment urged  that  aa  C^ada  waa  being  accorded  more 
fuUy  the  right  to  govern  heraelf,  and  waa  alao  being 
given  direct  control  of  her  national  aaaeta  and  revenuea, 
ahe  ahou) .  aaaume  her  own  ahare  of  reaponsibUity 
in  connection  with  the  defence  of  her  frontier.  In 
fact,  British  sUteamen  began  to  think  that  it  waa 
time  for  Canada  to  do  aomething  more  than  aupply 
the  men  for  an  auxiliary  foroe  to  the  Britiah  army 
m  the  ease  of  war  or  invasion.  Chie  of  the  moat  im- 
portant communicatwna  ever  received  from  England, 
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upon  tht  MbjMt  of  CtoaJiMi  ifof«w*,  baan  lUto  m 
far  hark  m  IMI,  •nd  wm  canUinMl  In  »  clmi|»ieh 
fmm  Lnrd  Jolm  Kiii«rll,  ihim  MiiiMiUi  M«t«Uwy,  to 
Lord  HydenlMun,  go««nior>«Miwal,  wkieh  read  a* 
followa:— 

"Uowtilni  8trwt,  3rd  May,  IMI. 
"My  Lord, 

"The  dMpatehM  which  I  have  riwived  from  you  on 
the  gMM>ral  (late  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  the  n>- 
porte  with  which  you  have  fumiahcd  me  on  wveral 
important  lubjeeU,  and  the  approaching  meeting  of 
the  council  and  aMcmtily  of  the  United  Province  have 
induced  me  to  explain  to  you,  at  thki  time,  the  viewa 
which  Her  Maje^y'e  government  entertain  on  the 
topic*  moat  interesting  to  the  welfare  of  Canada. 

"  In  any  meaeure  that  may  be  adopted,  it  muat  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  Her  Majesty  peraiaU  in  the 
determination  to  maintain,  at  all  haiaitla,  Her  Koyal 
authority  in  Canada.  Neither  the  honour  of  Her 
Majeaty'i  crown,  nor  the  aupport  due  to  Her  Royal 
Bubjecta  in  Rritbh  North  America,  nor  the  provident 
care  of  the  intereata  of  the  empire  at  large,  would 
permit  any  deviation  from  thia  fixed  principle  of 
Britiah  policy. 

"At  the  aame  time,  Her  Majeaty'a  adviaera  are  not 
inaenaible  to  the  difficultiea  impoaed  upon  them  in 
carrying  into  execution  the  purpoae  of  the  crown. 

"A  province  Iwrdered  by  an  open  frontier  of  more 
than  a  thoiwand  milea,  approached  with  eaae  at  all 
timea  by  the  eitiiena  of  a  neighlxMing  and  powerful 
atate,  aeparated  from  England,  not  only  by  the  ocean, 
but  by  the  rigoura  of  climate  and  leaaon,  muat  be 
maintained  by  a  judieioua  preparation  for  defence 
in  time  of  peace,  and  vigouroua  exertion  of  the  re- 
aources  of  the  empire  in  time  of  war;  or  not  at  all.  To 
trifle  with  the  fortunea  of  men,  whoae  lives  and  pro- 
perties are  fredy  devoted  to  the  aervice  of  Eni^d, 
or  to  encourage  foreign  aggression  by  neglect  or  apathy, 
would  be  far  worae  than  the  spontaneoua  aurrender 
of  theae  important  poaaeaaions  of  the  crown. 

"The  Canadiana  might,  in  such  a  caae,  incur  the 
risk;  no  blood  need  be  ahed,  and  the  treaaurea  of  no 
empire  might  be  apared.  The  other  course  would  be 
cruel  to  a  brave  people,  and  unbecoming  the  character 
of  the  country. 

"But, as  I  have  already  said, we  have  no  alternative. 
We  have  only  to  consider  the  means  of  binding  Canada 
more  firmly  to  this  country — of  developing  her  re- 
sources—of strengthening  her  Britiah  population — of 
defending  her  territory,  and  of  supporting  and  en- 
couraging the  Ifyal  spirit  of  the  people. 

"  In  this  spirit,  then,  I  shall  touch  upon  the  prin- 
cipal topics  connected  with  these  viewo. 

"  I  have  perused  with  great  interest  the  enclosures 


In  yow  dcapateb  of  34lh  DsOTmbar,  IMO,  WMtaiaiiig 
repnrta  ^im  Ueut-(leneral  »Hr  Richard  Jackatm,  and 
('•III.  Ohlfiehi,  the  rnmniaiKling  ultieer  of  enginrera, 
on  thia  aubjeet. 

"Tba  queation  ia  on*  of  ao  muek  importance,  that  I 
waa  not  aatlalled  with  referring  yow  deapatoh  to  the 
Maater-CJeneral  and  Board  of  Ordnance,  but  I  aiao 
aiki<d  the  opinion  of  the  eomraandar-in-ehief,  and 
requeated  him  to  eonault  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
whose  high  authority  on  every  military  subjeet,  is, 
in  this  inatanee,  of  peeuliar  weight,  from  the  attention 
he  has  for  many  years  given  to  this  matter,  both  on 
political  and  on  military  grounds," 

"  Their  opinion*  are  traiiamitted  with  this  despatch. 

"Her.Majeaty's  (iovemmen*  agree  in  opinion  with 
Lord  Hill  and  Hir  Richard  Jackson,  that  no  dependence 
upon  the  decided  superiority  of  our  troops  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  defence,  connected  with  them,  should 
lead  ua  to  neglect  the  construction,  and  comi^tion  of 
permanent  works  calculated  for  the  protection  of  the 
points  of  most  importance  to  us. 

"They  likewise  concur  in  His  Lordship's  opinion 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  conatruction  of  theae  or  any 
other  worka,  a  Urge  effective  reguhkr  foree,  and  a  militia, 
rpgiaterod  and  enrolled,  but  not  called  from  their 
districts,  e\cept  in  case  of  invasion,  will  be  indispen- 
sable. 

"  But  it  cannot  be  reasonably  expected  that  worka 
on  a  Urge  scale  should  be  undertaken  without  referenoe 
to  the  great  expense  to  l>e  incurred. 

"  I  have  therefore  lo  Inform  you  that  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  sute  their  opinion  that  beyond  the 
ordinary  estimates  of  the  year,  £100,000  should  yearly 
be  applied  for  the  defence  of  Canada.  At  present  this 
sum  is  nearly  absorbed  in  the  maintenance  of  the  militU 
and  volunteers,  but  by  a  more  economical  plan  thia 
expense  might  be  greatly  diminished,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  sum  of  £100,000  left  for  the  improvement 
of  military  communications,  and  the  erection  and  repair 
of  fortifications. 

"  You  will  hear  further  from  me  on  this  point  when 
I  have  more  fully  considered  the  various  plans  pro- 
posed. 

(Signed)        J.  RUSSELL." 

According  to  the  Act  of  Union,  the  old  Uws  of  each 
province  were  to  remain  in  force  therein  until  replaced 
by  legisUtion  enacted  by  the  parlUment  of  Canada. 
Consequently  the  old  militia  laws  remained  in  force  for 
some  time. 

The  first  act  pt  the  parlUment  of  United  Canada 
affecting  the  militU  (4  and  5  Victoria,  Chapter  II), 
"  All  act  to  amend  the  MilitU  Law  of  that  part  of  this 
province  fonneriy  constituting  the  Province  of  Upper 
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UnaiU")  HMNiy  piovidMj  («r  ilw  MMminral  •  |«» 
H.UMS  of  the  old  Mt,  th*t  aflHilnc  QwUieni  mhJ  othm 
Mv«  eonaeiMtloiM  lerupbii  Maiiiiit  millt«ry  mtvi» 
•nd  that  r*l«tiaig  (o  the  eoWMtion  of  Aam,  In  drfaull 
of  militis  iirrviMi,  from  Allena. 

With  thb  exception  the  oU  Uwi  of  the  two  formerly 
dbtinet  provinnea  ttontiaued  to  renwin  In  force  until 
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Thle  WM  the  time  of  the  outbnwk  of  Mtl-Britbh 
feeling  end  war  Ulk  In  the  United  (Hatn  over  the 
Oregon  boundary  dkpute,  when  the  ikigMi  of  the 
■CiUton  .TM  the  hiatorie  formula  "  Fifty-four-Pbrty 
or-Fifht."  Naturally  the  uniatiefaetory  itate  of  the 
militia  lawK,  with  one  code  in  force  in  one  part  of  the 
united  provinee  and  a  different  one  in  the  other  wae 
realiaed,  and  June  »,  184S,  aewnt  wai  given  to  a  com- 
prehenaive  and  ebborate  MUitIa  Act  (V  Victoria 
Chapter  28). 

Thhi  act  wae  luppowMl  to  be  a  conaolidatkm  of  thn 
mUitU  Uwi  of  the  two  former  provkeee;    but  the 
Influence  of  the  old  Upper  Canada  Uw«  predominated, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  ctautee  of  the  new  eutute' 
were  adopted  in  their  entirety  from  the  lawe  in  queation. 
The  militia  were  relievod  of  the  varioui  civil  dutlea 
which  had  been  a  feature  of  the  Lower  Canada  lawa 
and  (he  lervim  age  limit  waa  Axed  at  from  18  to  80, 
divided  Into  two  chMMa,  18  to  40,  Hmt  elaaa;40  to  80, 
■econd.    An  enroUraent  period  for  men  of  both  claMca, 
extending  from  the  flrat  to  the  30th  of  June,  waa  pro- 
vided  for.    An  active  quoU,  ordinarilv  not  to  exceed 
30,000  men,  waa  provided  for.     Enrollment  for  thia 
quota  waa  to  he  voluntary,  except  In  eaae  the  quota 
waa  not  filled,  when  the  ballot  could  be  rcMMted  to. 
In  c«ae  of  invaaion  or  war  the  governor  eould  call  out 
the  whole  miUtia.    In  the  event  of  aetual  lerviee,  one 
half  the  men  of  the  active  quota,  to  be  detciaiined  by 
lot,  might  be  permitted  to  return  home,  the  other  half 
to  3«rvB  the  full  term.    Miiitiamen  drawn  by  bnllot  for 
active  lenrice  and  not  wishing  to  aerve  were  allowed  'o 
provide  aubatitutee,  but  the  whole  of  the  first  clasj  in 
peace  time  were  to  awemble  "for  muater  and  dia- 
elpline"  one  day  each  year,  namely  on  June  ».    The 
governor  waa  authorised  to  form  volunteer  regimente 
of   infantry  or  other  corpa  of   militia— dragoons,  ar- 
tillery, rifles  or  light  infantry. 

TTiia  bill  waa  brought  in  during  the  Draper  adrainia. 
tration,  and  the  opposition  of  the  day,  headed  by  Mr. 
lAfontaine  and  Sir  Etienne  Taohe,  came  forward  to 
aupport,  the  government  in  carrying  thia  meaaure. 

Thia  Act  haa  been  deacribed  aa  the  first  stepping 
stone  between  the  uid  purely  sedentary  militia  system, 
•nd  the  present  (me.  It  was  a  temporary  Act,  ter- 
minabie  in  three  yean,  but  subj«!t  to  re-enae(ment. 


like  the  old  Engliah  Army  and  Militia  Acta,  a  remlmler 
of  the  nattonal  dreMl  of  military  domination. 

Thia  aet  waa  in  due  eourae  continued  by  the  Aet 
13  and  14  Vietoria,  Chapter  II. 

In  1846  the  Montreal  fire  Brigade,  then  a  volunteer 
argaaiaatlnn,  waa  formed  into  a  battalion  of  militia 
under  command  of  the  then  mayor,  the  Hon.  Jamia 
Ferrier,    Mr.    John    Fletcher,    afterwarda    Ueut.-Col. 
IVtchMT,   C.M.O.,    being   appointed   adjutant.    Thia 
Uttalion  drilled,  but  without  arms,  m  the  market  hall 
during  the  winter  months,  for  several  yean,  and  made 
good  progreas.    The  dutle<  of  the  battalion  aa  a  Hra 
brigade,  and  the  rouaten  at  Crea  and  company  parades 
mimd  to  maintaui  it  in  iu  strength  aM  a  volunteer 
militia  corpa  long  after  the  exoitement  of  the  Oregon 
incident  had  died  away. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Crimean  war  in  IHM 
Captain  i-letcher,  with  authority,  offered  the  serviees 
of  one  hundred  men  of  the  Montreal  Fire  Battalion 
to  the  Imperial  government  aa  volunteers,  for  the  war 
and  received  the  thanks  of  the  decntary  of  Htate  for 
War  therefor. 

In  Augiist,  1M4,  there  was  organised  in  Montiwil, 
•  volunteer  eorpa  under  the  naine  of  "The  Montreal 
Rifle  lUngen".  which  after  a  oontinuoua  exMt4>nce 
of  overlialfawntury,  ia  now  Number  One  Company 
of  the  ¥\rr^  l»rinoe  of  Wales  FuaUiera.  The  company 
originaily  numlwred  sixty-four  rank  and  file. 

While  the  excitement  aroused  by  the  Crimean  war 
was  at  ita  height,  the  Canadian  government,  after 
considerable  correspondence  with  the  Imperial  govern- 
ment, agreed  to  enroll  aiid  maintain  a  small  active 
force  for  internal  purposes,  and  to  aet  as  auxUUriex 
to  the  British  regular  troops  in  the  event  of  foreign 
war  or  invaaion.    Thia  force  waa  to  be  eompoaed  of 
men  engaged  in  the  ordinary  avocations  of  civil  life 
but  held  equipped,  officered,  and  fairly  well  drilled  in' 
^'.<f.  elemcnta  of  military  work,  and  availaUe  for  service 
at  Hhort  notice.    By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between 
the  home  and  colonial  governments  all  the  works  and 
lands  in  Unada  held  by  the  Imperial  government,  were 
to  be  transferred  to  the  government  of  Canada,  except 
•t  five  posts,  name'y,  Quebec,   Montreal,  Kingston. 
Niagara  and  Sorel,  which  were  to  be  retained  by  the 
home  government  so  long  as  regular  troops  t«mained 
in  garriaon  at  these  pointa.    At  thia  time  the  Imperial 
authorities  announce<l  it  to  be  their  intention.eventuall »• 
to  remove  aU  the  regular  troops  in  Canada,  except  tL 
gWTisons  of   Halifax,  and  a  naval   base  in   British 
Columbia. 

The  Canadian  government  agreed  to  assume  the 
reeponsibUity.  and  the  bargain  ao  far  aa  the  Mother 
Country  waa  concerned  waa  in  course  of  time  com- 


pieted  by  the  tr»niif«r  of  nuuiy  millionii  of  dollars  worth 
of  miliUry  property  to  the  Cknadian  government. 

With  British  and   Flinch   troops  fighting  bravely 
side  by  side  in  the  Crimea,  there  was  a  keen  military 
spirit   at   this    period   throughout    the    length    and 
breadth    of    Canada,   and    several    sm^    volunteer 
organisations  sprang  into   existence.    Owing  to  the 
drain  upon  the  military  leaourees  of  Great  Britain, 
Canada  was  practically  denuded  of  regular    troops. 
The  Canadian  people  felt  that  the  time  had  come  to 
asaume    more   direct   responsibility    than    they    had 
hitherto  done  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  this 
feeling  found  expression  in  a  very  important  statute. 
The  MUitia  Act  of  1865  (18  Victoria,  Chapter  77) 
marks  a  notable  step  in  the  development  of  the  active 
militia  of  Canada  as  we  have  it  to-day.    The  few 
vcdunteer   corps    which   had  sprung  up  in  Canada, 
and    very    few    of    which    had    been     maintained 
for  any  time,  had  been  tolerated  rather  than  encour- 
aged by  the  authorities.    The  militia  systems  hitherto 
in  force,  since  the  cession,  had  been  good  for  little  else 
than  to  provide  for  the  occasional  mustering  of  the 
territorial  militiamen  in  peace  time  and  to  furnish 
as  simple  and  economical  a  system  as  possible  for  the 
mobilisation  of  the  men  to  form  an  active  force  to  act  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  regular  army  in  case  of  emergency. 
The  act  of  1855  recognised  the  old,  territorial,  sedentary 
militia  system  as  the  back  bone  of  the  national  defen- 
sive force,  but,  and  herein  lies  its  historical  importance 
sanctioned  the  raising  and  maintenance  of  a  perman- 
ently organised  active  force  to  act  as  the  nucleus  of 
a  national  Canadian  army. 

TTus  Act  (18  Victoria,  Chapter  77), which  was  based 
upon  the  report  of  a  Royal  Commission,  provided 
that  the  governor  should  be  ex-officio  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  provincial  militia. 

The  whole  country  was  divided  into  a  certain  num- 
ber of  districts  for  military  purposes,  and  these  were 
again  divided  into  regimental  districts.  Two  divisions 
of  the  militia,"  sedentary  "  and  "  Active,"  were  provided 
for. 

The  sedentary  militia  was  to  consist  of  all  male 
inhabitants,  with  a  few  exceptions,  between  the  ages 
of  18  and  60.  In  time  of  peace  no  actual  service  or 
drill  was  required  of  the  sedentary  militia.  This 
militia  was  divided  into  two  classes, " service  men" 
and  "reserve  men,"  the  service  men  class  again  being 
sub-divided  into  "1st  class  service  men"  and  "2nd 
class  service  men."  All  the  service  men  (from  18  to 
40  years  of  age)  required  to  attend  one  muster  a  year, 
the  Queen's  Birthday  in  Upper  Canada;  June  29  in 
Lower  Canada.  The  reserve  men  were  exempted 
from  attending  muster.  The  Ist  class  service  men 
included  unmarried  men  and  widowers  without  children. 


the  2nd  class  service  men  included  married  men  and 
widoweis  with  children.  In  the  event  of  the  sedentary 
militia  being  called  out  for  service,  volunteers  from 
the  service  men  were  first  to  be  taken,  then  the  1st 
class  service  men  drafted,  followed,  if  necessary,  by 
the  2nd  class  service  men,  and  finally,  the  reserve  men. 
Arms  for  the  sedenUry  militia  were  to  be  kept  in 
armories  in  various  centres.  There  was  no  provision 
for  training  the  sedentary  militia. 

The  "Active  or  Volunteer  Militia"  force  was  not  to 
exceed  16  troops  of  cavalry,  7  field  batteries,  6  foot 
companies  of  artillery,  and  50  companies  of  riflemen, 
or  6,000  officers  and  men  altogether.  The  organisation 
of  engineer  and  marine  companies  wes  also  auth- 
orised. 

"  Arms  and  accoutrements,  such  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  may  direct"  were  to  be  issued  at  the  expense 
of  the  province.  Field  batteries  were  to  perform  an 
annual  training  of  twenty  days,  10  of  which  were  to  he 
continuous.  Ten  days  annual  training  was  exacted 
of  other  volunteer  militia  units,  and  a  fairly  liberal 
scale  of  pay  was  |»t)vided. 

Section  XXXVIII  of  this  Act  contained  for  the  first 
time  a  provision  for  the  volunteer  militia  lieing  called 
out  in  aid  of  the  civil  power. 

Section  XL  provided  that  members  of  the  volunteer 
militia  should  be  exempt  from  serving  as  jurors  and 
constables,  seven  years  service  entitling  volunteer 
militiamen  to  such  exemption  in  perpetuity. 

Under  this  Act,  each  of  the  former  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  was  divided  into  0  miliUry 
districta.  Colonel  de  Rotterburg  was,  on  the  0th 
July,  1855,  appointed  AdjuUnt-Oeneral  for  Canada. 
Lieutenant-Colond  Melehior  Alphonse  De  Stdaberry, 
Deputy  Adj.-Gen.  tar  Lowo'  Canada,  and  Lieut.-Col. 
Donald  Macdonald,  for  Upper  Canada. 

The  first  companies  of  volunteers  enrolled  under 
this  Act  were  two  rifle  companies,  one  at  Quebec, 
the  other  (the  Montreal  Rifle  Rangers)  at  Montreal, 
the  formation  of  which  was  regularly  authorised  by 
general  order,  31st  August,  1865. 

New  organisations  were  raised  in  all  the  chief  centres 
of  population,  and  early  in  1866  the  full  number  of 
corps  authorised  had  been  organised,  -uid  in  several, 
equipped,  at  the  expense  of  the  oflicers  and  men  them- 
selves. 

ConsideraUe  impetus  was  at  the  start  given  to  the 
little  active  force  in  Canada  by  the  indignation  aroused 
in  Canada  over  the  atrocities  of  the  Indian  mutiny 
and  the  authorisation  given  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment in  1858  to  the  governor.  Sir  Edmund  Head,  to 
accept  the  offer  of  a  regular  regiment  made  by  the 
peofde  of  (Canada.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  100th 
Leinster  Regiment  (Royal  Canadians). 


In  1896  an  amrndment  (19  Victoria,  Chapter  44) 
was  made  to  the  Militia  Act,  which  emphaiiiied  the 
development  of  the  voluntary  idea  in  the  Canadian 
militia.  By  thin  Act  the  mtwter  day  of  the  aedentary 
militia  waa  discontinued. 

In  18fi6  the  enrollments  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1855  amounted  to  four  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  men.  That  Act  marked  a  consider- 
aWe  step  in  advance  in  the  development  of  the  oixanisa- 
tion  of  the  Canadian  militia,  but  after  all,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  Trent  excitement  in  1881,  little  more  than 
the  mens  laying  of  the  foundation,  on  which  the  present 
oncanization  exists,  can  have  been  said  to  have  been 
accomplished. 

In  1860  there  was  another  important  development 
of  the  volunteer  system,  a  new  Act  (22  Victoria, 
Chapter  18)  being  passed  providing  (Section  15)  that 
where  possible  the  independent  companies  should  be 
grouped  together  and  organiied  into  regiments  or 
battalions,  of  not  less  than  six,  nor  more  than  ten 
companies.  The  nine  companies  in  Montreal  were 
brigaded  under  the  title  "The  First  Battalion  Volun- 
teer Militia  Rifles  of  Canada,"  by  a  militia  general 
order  dated  Quebec,  17  November,  1859.  Thte  corps 
still  exists  as  the  First  Prince  of  Wales  Fusiliers. 

By  order,  dated  Quebec,  April  26th,  1860.  the  four 
riffe  companies  in  Toronto,  with  the  Barrie  Rifle  Com- 
pany and  the  Highland  Rifle  Company  of  Whitby, 
were  constituted  into  a  battalion  styled  the  "Second 
Battalion  Volunteer  Militia  Rifles  of  Canada."  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add  that,  as  the  2nd  Queen's  Own 
Rifles  of  Canada,  one  of  the  moat  efficient  and  most 
historic  corps  of  the  so-vice,  this  regiment  still  exists. 
The  Act  XVIII  Victoria,  Chapter  77,  which  was 
officially  designated  "An  Act  to  Amend  and  make 
Permanent  the  Laws  Relating  to  the  Militia  of  this 
Province,"  did  something  more  than  provide  for  the 
regimental  organisation  of  the  volunteer  militia  and 
the  permanency  of  the  militia  laws.  Provision  (Sec- 
tion 12)  was  made  for  uniformity  in  clothing,  it  bemg 
laid  down  that  there  should  be  a  service  uniform  for 
each  service,  similar  in  colour,  pattern  and  design,  to 
be  approved  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

This  act  pUced  certain  restrictions  upon  the  strength 
and  drill  periods  which  were  much  resented  in  the 
service  at  the  time,  but  which  were  considered  neces- 
sary owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  force,  volunteer 
companies  B]N'inging  into  existence  everywhere,  and 
exhausting  the  militia  ap(HY>{M-iation8.  The  period 
of  drill  for  field*batteries  was  reduced  to  twelve  days  a 
year,  six  of  which  had  to  be  consecutive.  Other 
volunteer  corps  had  to  drill  for  six  consecutive  days 
each  year.  The  paid  establishments  were  reduced  to 
30  men  per  company,  but  captains  were  given  the 


option  to  raise  20  additional  men  and  distribute  the 
pay  among  the  full  company.  It  was  provided  that 
the  arms  were  to  be  kept  in  armouries  where  such 
existed,  otherwise  they  were  left  in  charge  of  the 
captains,  to  whom  an  allowance  was  made.  The 
schedule  for  pay,  rising  from  one  dollar  a  day  for 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  as  fixed  by  the 
former  act,  remained  the  same. 

The  "  Trent "  excitement  m  the  years  1861  and  1862 
had  an  important  and  beneficial  effect  upon  the  active 
militia,  the  menaces  of  invasion  arousing  the  military 
spirit  of  the  whole  Canadian  people  and  stimulating 
the  energies  of  the  newly  organized  defensive  force. 
Many  of  the  existing  organisations  of  the  active 
militia  trace  their  existence  back  to  those  stirring 
m<inths.  Voluntary  drills  went  on  morning, .noon  and 
night,  and  while  the  infant  Canadian  defensive  force 
was  trying  to  get  itself  into  serviceable  shape,  the 
Mother  Country  poured  regular  troops  into  Canada. 

Towards  the  end  of  January,  1862,  with  a  view  of 
more  effectively  organising  the  militit,  the  governor 
general  issued  a  commission  on  which,  were 
placed  C«li  Daniel  Lysons,  C.B.,  of  H.M.  Army, 
Cx)lonel  the  .ion.  Sir  Allan  N.  MacNab,  Bart.,  Colonel 
the  Hon.  Sir  E.  P.  Tach#,  C.H.,  Colonel  Campbell,  C.B., 
of  St.  Hilaire,  and  Colonel  I  umcronof  Kingston.  The 
regular  service  was  represented  on  the  commission  by 
Colonel  Lysons,  sent  out  specially  on  this  service  by 
the  Imperial  government,  as  having  large  experience 
with  English  volunteers;  and  each  one  of  the  four 
colonels  appointed  to  the  commission  command- 
ed militia  districts  in  various  sections  of  the 
province.  Two  of  them  had  been  members  of  a 
former  militia  commission.  Lieiit.-Colonel  Wily,  of 
the  1st  Battalion,  who  had  had  much  experience  with 
volunteers  in  Canada,  was  secretary  of  the  commission. 
The  formation  of  any  more  new  corps  was  suspended 
until  a  new  law  could  be  brought  into  force. 

The  commission  recommended  that  an  active  force 
of  50,000  men  should  be  raised,  the  usual  period  of 
training  to  be  28  days.  A  vitally  important  recom- 
mendation was  that  a  qualification  of  military  efficiency 
should  be  exacted  from  militia  officers.  Upon  this 
recommendation  the  Cartier-Macdonald  administration 
introduced  a  bill  providing  for  an  annual  expenditure 
of  S1,000,000. 

Upon  mtroducing  this  bill  into  pariiament  the  Hon. 
J.  A.  Macdonald  (later  Sir  J.  A.  Macdonald)  explained 
its  provisions  at  length. 

A  military  authority  of  great  value— Sir  John 
Burgoyne— had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  to  hold 
the  country  in  the  face  of  a  foreign  foe,  100,000  militia- 
men would  be  required  to  assist  the  British  arm  of  tlie 
service. 
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An  interesting  statement  was  laid  before  the  com- 
miasion  by  Colonel  Lysons,  showing  the  distribution 
that  would  be  actually  requisite  for  making  at  least 
a  show  of  defence  of  this  country  with  60,000  men, 
and  an  examination  of  the  map  would  show  that  to 
make  anything  like  a  show  of  defence,  fiO,000  men 
would  be  the  smallest  force  available  for  that  purpose. 
The  commission  reported  therefore  that  a  force  of 
S0,000  men  would  be  required  for  the  defence  of  this 
country,  in  addition  to  the  reserve.  And  the  plan,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  commission  in  the  report,  was 
simply  this:  that  a  force  of  00,000  men  should  be 
organised,  and  that  they  should  be  trained  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  as  regards  the  rural  population  of  the 
coimtry,  and  for  five  years  as  regards  the  population 
of  the  cities  and  towns.  The  report  recommended  that 
the  country  should  be  divided  into  a  certain  number  of 
military  districts.  The  number  under  the  existing 
system  was  19.  It  was  not  proposed  by  the  report 
that  that  number  should  be  altered.  But  it  was  pro- 
posed that  each  military  district  should  be  divided 
into  a  certain  number  of  regimental  divisions.  It 
was  considered  of  great  importance  that  in  forming 
regimental  divisions,  the  county  divisions  should  be  pre- 
served as  much  as  possible.  It  was  thought  of  great  im- 
portance, for  keeping  up  the  esprit  du  corps,  that  each 
county  in  this  country,  as  in  England ,  should  ha ve  its  own 
niilitia,inorderthat there  might  be  that  wholesome  com- 
petition which  was  exemplified  both  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  when  there  were  the  Glengarry  militia,  and 
several  other  county  corps. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  commission  that  in  each 
regimental  division  there  should  be  a  central  rallying 
point,  where  the  arms  and  the  clothing  for  the  regimen- 
tal division  should  be  kept.  Each  regimental  division, 
it  was  proposed,  should  be  divided  into  so  many  bat- 
talions of  sedentary  militia.  There  might  be  eight  or 
nine  battalions  in  a  regiment,  and  each  battalion  would 
furnish  a  company  for  active  service.  Those  active 
service  men  would  form  what  is  called  an  active  bat- 
talion. This  active  battalion  would  be  enrolled  for 
three    years. 

It  was  proposed  that  from  each  regimental  division 
a  regular  active  battalion  shall  be  formed,  commanded 
by  officers  who  should  have  passed  such  an  examination  as 
to  show  they  could  be  entrusted  with  the  command  of 
a  battalion.  The  men  were  to  be  enrolled 
for  three  years.  They  were  to  meet  annually 
at  their  central  point,  and  then  they  were  to  be  drilled 
for  such  a  period,  annually,  as  parliament  might  fix. 
While  the  report  stated  that  the  drill  should  be  for  not 
more  than  28  days,  it  recommended  that  it  should  not 
be  for  less  than  14  days.  It  would  be  for  parliament 
to  say  how  numy  men  should  be  taken  out  for  drill. 


and  for  how  many  days' drill  an  appropriation  should  be 
made.  In  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  to  obtain 
full  efficiency  in  the  force,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
men  be  drilled  for  28  days  in  the  year. 

Supposing  there  should  be  an  alarm  of  war,  the  opera- 
tion of  thesystem,  as  proposed,  would  be  this,  on  an  aUrm 
of  war  being  given,  the  active  militia  would  assemble  at 
their  central  point,  their  armory.  It  was  proposed 
that  at  each  armory  there  shall  be  a  staff  officer,  an 
adjutant,  who  shall  be  a  fully  trained  officer,  obtained 
from  the  regular  service.  He  would  be  the  inspector 
in  drill  of  the  active  battalion,  and  the  executive 
officer.  He  would  be  there  on  the  spot,  and  on  the 
active  battalion,  in  the  event  of  an  alarm  of  war, 
meeting  at  the  central  point,  he  marched  with  it  to 
the  frontier,  or  wherever  it  might  be  ordered. 

At  the  end  of  three  years,  having  received  during 
that  period  an  annual  drill  of  from  14  t(k28  days,  as 
might  be  ordered,  the  regular  or  active  batialion  would 
fall  into  the  reserve.  It  became  a  resent  battalion 
for  three  years  more.  And  during  the  three  yean 
that  the  men  were  U4  reserve,  their  acquaintance  with 
the  drill  they  acquired  while  in  the  active  force,  would 
be  kept  up  by  a  drill  of  six  days,  annually.  Suppose 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  carried  out  to  the 
fullest  extent  there  would  be  a  force  of  50,000  men  for 
three  years,  those  50,000  men  would  become  reserve, 
and  other  50,000  men  would  assume  the  position  of 
being  the  active  force.  Thus  the  military  spirit,  which 
is  so  essential  in  every  country,  would  grow  up,  and 
would  extend  every  year  after  the  first  three  years,  so 
that,  ere  long,  of  all  the  men  in  the  country  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  a  large  (voportion  would  know  how  to 
use  those  arms,  and  to  use  them  efficiently. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  ignore  the  volunteer  system. 
But  the  Commission  and  the  Government  felt  that 
the  system  of  drill  must  vary  in  the  rural  and  in 
the  urban  districts.  In  the  towns  and  cities,  where 
a  number  of  peoide  were  collected  together,  they  could 
be  easily  assemUed  for  the  purpose  of  drill.  But 
that  system  was  not  [nacticable  in  the  country,  where 
the  inhabitants  lived  apart  from  each  other,  it  may  be 
in  districts  that  are  not  thickly  settled.  It  would  be 
necessary  that  the  volunteers  in  the  country  parts 
should  be  assembled  for  stated  periods  and  receive 
their  drill  for  a  number  of  consecutive  days,  and  not, 
as  in  the  cities,  for  a  few  hours  each  day;  for  that 
the  country  would  be  out  of  the  question.  Wii 
regard  to  the  volunteer  principle,  it  would  be  the  san 
in  the  counby  as  in  the  towns.  Vdunteers  would 
called  for  in  the  first  instance,  and  it  was  only  in  th 
case  of  volunteers  not  being  procured,  that  there  wouljj 
be  any  necessity  for  the  ballot.  With  regard  to  cities] 
the      bill      provided      that      each      city     specified 
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In    it    should   form  a    military    diatriot    in     itself, 
and  such  a  volunteer  system  would  be  adopted  as 
>v(iuld  not  require  the  force  to  drill  for  a  numlicr  of 
consecutive  days;  but  the  men  would  drill  as  they  could, 
consistently  with  their  engagement,  and  as  the  volun- 
teeni  had  previously  been  doing.    It  was  provided, 
however,  that  if  the  volunteer  organisation  failed  or 
broke  down  in  the  cities  or  towns,  the  population 
would  not  escape  from  their  duty  as  mUitiamen,  but 
would  be  liable,  like  the  population  in  the  country 
parte,  to  organisation  under  the  regular  or  sedentary 
system  provided  by  the  bill.    It  was  provided  in  the 
bill  that  all  those  volunteer  corps,  which  did  not  exist 
in  the  cities,  but  in  the  rural  districts,  might  be  main- 
tained and  kept  up,  and  that  others  might  be  formed  on 
the  same  conditions  as  volunteer  corps  then  in  the 
cities,  this  is  to  say,  they  might  procure  arms,  if  parlia- 
ment should  see  fit  to  supply  them,  but  no  pay.    When 
the  bill  went  to  committee  of  the  whole,  he  proposed  to 
move  a  clause  in  extension  of  the  principle,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  encouragement  to  the  volunteers  of 
towns  and  villages,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  were 
encouraged  in   the  cities,  under  the  bill.    TTiia  was 
done  to  enable  the  volunteer  corps  that  might  be  formed 
out  of  the  cities  to  become  useful,  available  and  sub- 
servient to  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  at  the  same 
time  not  destroy  the  regular  militia  force  in  the  country 
—that  is,  the  regular  as  distinct  from  the  volunteer 
force.    And  in  this  way,  every  town  and  village  would 
be   within   the  bounds  of  some  regular  regimental 
division;  and  where  a  volunteer  company  was  formed  in 
a   village   within  a  regimental   division,   that   corps 
would  form  a  portion  of  the  regular  battalion  raised 
within  the  division. 

It  seemed  desirable  that  every  battalion  of  volun- 
teers should,  in  addition  to  ite  own  officers,  have  the 
assistance  of  two  officers  of  the  service,  one,  a  field- 
officer,  and  one.  an  adjutant,  to  assist  in  the  instruction 
and  dicipline  of  the  corps.  These  officers  would  be 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  army,  and  in  every 
respect  enjoy  their  rank,  pay  and  other  advantages, 
as  if  they  were  actually  serving  in  the  army.  The 
expense  of  this  arrangement  would  be  considerable; 
but  from  the  great  superiority  which  a  battalion,  with  the 
benefit  of  such  officers,  would  have  over  ow  trained  under 
their  own  officers,  without  such  assistance,  though  with 
the  utmost  zeal  and  diligence,  the  expense  would  be 
abundantly  compensated  by  the  perfection  which  the 
corps  would  attain. 

Instead,  however,  of  having  a  field-officer  and  ad- 
jutant in  everj-  battalion,  it  was  proposed  that  there 
should  be  an  officer  in  every  battalion  who  could 
discharge  the  duties  of  adjutant,  and  a  sergeant.  The 
measure  provided  that  the  commander-in-chief  might 
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call  out  a  battaUon  every  year  from  every  regimental 
division ;  but  itahio  provided  that  he  might  dispense,  at 
hU  discretion,  with  a  portion  of  the  number  of  days' 
drill,  thus  reducing,  if  it  be  thought  advisable,  the 
annual  expense. 

Mr.  Macdonald  proceeded  to  point  out  that  the  bill 
was  an  enabling  bill.  The  report  recommended  cer- 
tain things.  The  bUl  did  not  say  such  and  such 
things  should  be  done,  but  it  enabled  the  commander- 
in-chief  to  carry  out  the  system  as  approved  of  by 
the  military  authorities  and  by  pariiament.  It  was 
an  enabling  bill,  like  the  Mutiny  Act  in  England, 
which  parliament  passed  annually.  The  militia,  in 
England,  was  not  an  annual,  but  a  permanent  force, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  parliament  voted  every  year 
upon  the  array,  so  that  should  there  be  danger  from 
it  to  the  popular  liberties,  the  pariiament  of  the 
country  could  readUy  deal  with  it.  In  this  biU  there  was 
no  provision  for  the  perpetual  organisation  of  the 
militia,  but  the  annual  vote  would  be  such  as  pariia- 
ment in  its  wisdom  saw  fit. 

Hon.  Mr.  Sicotte  objected  to  the  discussion  pro- 
ceeding unta  some  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
system  was  presented  to  the  house. 

Hon.  Mr.  Macdonald  explained  that  if  50,000  men 
were  raised  and  drUled  for  28  days,  the  expense  would 
approach  £280,000  a  year,  and  it  might' exceed  that. 
As  regards  the  cost  of  the  armories  it  would  vary. 
In  the  country  parte  they  would  not  be  expensive. 
The  estimate  was  that  they  would  cost. £750  a  piece, 
and  there  would  be  about  sixty  of  them. 

The  foUowing  would  be  the  maximum  cost,  if  the 
full  provisions  of  the  bill  were  carried  out:-^56  ad- 
jutante,  $51,000;  60  sergeant-majors,  $18,000;  10 
field  batteries  of  artiUery,  $26,180;  27  troops  of 
cavalry,  $61,236;  10  battalions  volunteer  mUitia, 
$129,164;  49  battalions  regular  militia,  $600,916*; 
clothing  allowance  of  volunteers,  $27,879;  cost  of 
clothing  for  mUitia,  $122,253;  annual  cost  of  ammuni- 
tion for  practice,  $73,556;  making  a  total  of  $1,110,- 
204.  He  added  that  there  was  no  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  arms,  for  it  was  the  ambition  of  the  government 
to  ask  the  Imperial  Government  to  supply  them.  The 
probaUe  ">cost  of  the  arms  would  be  about  £4  a 
set.  There  was  no  item  for  marine  or  engineer  corps, 
as  these  would  not  he  raised  except  in  case  of  war. 
The  expense  stated,  contem|Jated  the  cost  of  the  whole 
50,000  men  if  they  were  drilled  28  days  in  the  year. 
If  only  20,000  men  were  called  out  and  only  drilled 
for  14  days,  the  expense  would  be  proportionately  so 
much  less. 

Hon.  Mr.  Drummond  enlarged  upon  an  admission 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Macdonald  that  it  was  not  as  yet 
known  if  the  Imperial  Government  would  give  the 
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arms  which  Rhotdd  be  neeemwy  to  equip  the  00,000 
iiien.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Druminond)  thought  the  guvero- 
nioint  had  been  cxtrtn'-^'"  neglectful  of  their  duty  in 
not  awertftining  this  poitit  before  they  brought  in  the 
bill.  The  fact  wik;  that  the  whole  proceeding  WM  a 
mere  partisan  proi>i>eding  from  firat  to  last,  and  un- 
worthy of  the  pnrtieii  who  had  managed  it.  The  true 
question  to  be  answered  was  what  was  the  policy  of 
England  towards  us''  and  as  this  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained it  was  tlien  h'l  duty  to  exhibit  the  extraordinary 
neglect  that  k^t- '  U-e'i  exhibited. 

Colonel  Hankiii  rose  to  ask  whether  the  government 
had  decided  wh.;i.  the  numerical  force  of  the  militia 
would  be?  Did  they  desire  to  conceal  tneir  intentions 
until  they  had  ascertained  those  of  the  house?  Alter 
the  eloquent  way  m  which  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
had  been  pr<'si>uted,  he  thought  the  government  should 
say  that  thty  really  did  propose  to  do.  He  could  not 
fail,  however,  to  remark  what  a  most  extraordinary 
selection  hml  been  made  to  advise  the  Crown  on  this 
subject.  With  the  solitar}'  exception  of  Col.  Lysons, 
there  was  not  a  person  on  the  commission,  who  had  the 
slightest  fitness  for  the  duty  they  had  assumed.  He 
would  have  liked  on  this  occasion,  though  an  uncom- 
promising opponent  of  the  ministry,  to  have  given  this 
his  countenance  and  support,  but  they  had  shown 
themselves  so  wholly  unprepared  to  meet  the  house, 
after  all  the  time  they  had  had  to  consider  the  measure, 
that  he  felt  obliged  to  oppose  them.  They  had  not 
had  the  courage  to  come  down  and  say  what  they 
wanted,  and  why  had  they  not?  Just  because  they 
were  afraid  of  losing  their  offices.  They  could  not  say 
whether  S0,000  would  be  wanted  or  20,000  nH>n ;  but 
if  the  opposition  limited  them  to  2,000  or  500,  or  even 
to  a  solitary  company,  they  would  take  the  number, 
whatever  it  might  be,  for  they  were  evidently  prepared 
to  submit  to  any  degree  of  humiliation. 

Hon.  Mr.  Loranger  said  he  had  expected  that  when 
the  government  came  forward  with  such  a  measure 
they  would  be  prepared  to  say  why,  when  the  country 
had  hitherto  only  paid  $40,000  per  annum  for  militia 
purposes,  it  was  at  once  to  devote  12,335,304  for  the 
first  year  and  1,110,304  for  every  succeeding  year. 
The  country  was  less  able^  than  it  had  for  many  years 
been  to  bear  such  expense,  for  it  was  well  known  that 
there  was  great  commercial  depression,  and  that,  in 
fact,  the  countr}'  was  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  in  extremely 
low  circumstances. 

Kon.  J.  H.  Camercx  said  he  wished  the  Attorney 
General  West  (Hon.  Mr.  Macdonald)  would  come  down 
boldly  with  a  demand  for  a  definite  number  of  men, 
and  he  believed  the  house  would  cordially  support 
him.  The  ways  and  means  for  meeting  the  expense 
should  also  be  stated,  and  if  the  government  could 


not  earry  thcb  point  they  should  lea>-e  it  to  the  opposi- 
tion to  do  so. 

Hon.  J.  Handfietd  M;>i>donald  said  if  there  ever  was  a 
measure  which  required  to  be  well  defined  and  clearly 
stated,  it  was  that  measure  before  the  house.  Hewasswry 
to  say  that  the  government  had  failed  to  tell  the  house 
what  they  really  proposed  to  do.  If  they  had  asked 
a  million  of  money,  and  then  said  what  they  were 
Koing  to  do  with  it,  the  house  would  have  known  how 
i<  act.  But  no,  they  brought  in  the  measure  in  an 
ii<_efinite  manner,  for  the  express  purpose  of  finding 
out  the  opinion  of  the  house,  as  to  the  number  of  men 
it  would  consent  to  provide  for.  In  fact,  instead  of 
coming  to  advise  the  house,  they  came  to  the  house 
to  be  advised— in  other  words,  they  were  putting  the 
cart  before  the  horse. 

During  the  debate  the  Hon.  A.  T.  Gait,  who  was 
speaking  (May  6)  on  behalf  of  the  goveniment,  v/af 
asked  who  was  to  supply  the  arms.  Mr.  Gait  explained 
that  the  province  already  owned  7,000  Enfio!.!  -ifles, 
which  were  purchased  under  the  existing  militia  act. 
At  the  period  of  the  Trent  difficulty,  those  were  the 
only  arms  belonging  to  the  province.  The  necessities 
of  the  coimtry  were  represented  to  the  Imperial 
Governniept,  which  sent  out  immediately  30,000  stand ' 
of  rifles,  which  were  then  at  Halifax  awaiting  trans- 
portation to  C.'.iada.  These  arms,  it  was  understood, 
would,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  military  authori- 
ties, be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment. The  arms  were  a  most  expensive  part  of  the 
equipment,  and  if  the  government  of  thb  coimtry  were 
called  upon  to  provide  rifles  for  50,000  or  100,000  mei., 
a  very  Urge  expenditure  would  be  required.  He  spoke 
of  100,000  men,  thinking  it  desirable  to  refer  to  the 
arming  of  the  sedentary  as  well  as  the  regular  militia, 
because  if  circumstances  were  to  arise,  requiring  the 
services  of  50,000  men,  the  same  necessity  would  calf 
for  the  placing  of  the  reserve  of  50,000  in  a  position 
to  take  their  places,  or  to  serve  with  the  50,000  of 
regular  militia.  Such  a  cost  as  that  which  V  e  pur- 
chase of  100,000  rifles  would  entail  would  be  too  great 
for  the  provinces,  and  must  devolve  on  the  Imperial 
Government.  This  was  only  reasonable.  If  difficulty 
arose  with  the  United  States  so  as  to  imperil  the  safety 
of  Canada,  it  must  ari>e  as  a  consequence  of  imperial 
policy  as  distinguished  from  colonial  policy.  And 
under  such  circumstances,  .upled  with  the  examples 
already  possessed  of  the  liberal  behaviour  of  the 
Imperial  iHivemment,  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  thr  !i|>f4kation  for  arms  would  be  readily  res- 
ponded ut.  The  Canadian  Government  had  good 
reason  to  expect  that  arms  would  be  given  cither  to 
the  militia  of  Canada  by  the  Imperial  Government, 
or  placed  at  their  dispcosl  tor  service,  but  rtill  rr- 
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nwiiiiiiK   the    property   of   tht-    Imperial   authorilicpi. 
The  only  Hpccific  informutiori   the  Kovenimoiit   p«»- 
«ei*ed  wan  that  Great  Britain  hud  already  itent  out 
arms  to  be  iwe<|  by  the  ('ana<lian8,  in  the  manner 
already  deraribed.     It  might  be  xsid  it  was  only  a  pre- 
Riimption  that  the  Imperial  (iiivemment  would  supply 
arrng.    If  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  presumption,  it 
was  a  presumption  based  on  the  fact  that  when  dlffi- 
cuity  aroMC  and  arms  were  required,  arms  were  sent  out, 
accompanied  by  the  assurance  that  a  I  "'<■  number 
would  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,     li.-fore  the 
navigation  of  the  St.   Lawrence  closed  the  previous 
autumn,  the  government  of  this  province,- «lthough 
they  did  not  doubt  the  good-will   towards  Canada  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States— thought  it  would  be 
incurring  some  risk  if  they  did  not  represent  to  the 
Imperial  Government  the  alMcnce  of  arms  from  this 
country.    That  representation  was  made,  accompanied 
by  a  suggestion  that  the  arms  Great  Hritain  might  be 
disposed  to  send  to  Canada  could  be  placed  in  store, 
to  be  used  in  case  of  need,  the  necessity  for  calling  out 
the  militia  for  training  not  having  at  that  time  pre- 
sented itself.    The  Trent  difficulty  occurred  shortly 
afterwarus,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Vankoughnet,  who  was  in 
England  when   the  news  of  that  difficulty  reached 
Great    Britain,    immediately   applied    to    the    Home 
Government,  and  urged  the  importance  of  the  request 
of  the  Canadian  Government   being  complied   with 
without  delay.    The  result  was  r^n  in  the  shipment  a 
few  days  afterward  of  30,000  stand  of  arms,  an  intima- 
tion being  given  at  the  same  time  that  if  more  were  re- 
quired they  would  be  dispatched.     HappUy,  the  cloud 
of  war  blew  over,  and  with  it  the  necessity  ceased  for 
a  supidy  of  arms.    But  looking  at  the  pledge  England 
had  given  over  and  over  again,  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  empire  would  be  exercised  in  Canada's  favor 
in  the  event  of  her  being  involved  in  war  in  consequence 
of  imperial  policy,  Canadians  had  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  she  would  treat  them,  in  such  circum- 
stances, in  the  fairest  and  most  liberal  spirit.     If  the 
country  was  to  be  made  a  battle  ground  it  would,as  a 
matter  of  course,  be  solely  as  the  result  of  imperial 
policy;  but  he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  founda- 
tion on  which  to  ground  a  belief  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  empire  would  not  be  placed  at  our  disposal 
in  case  of  danger. 

A  great  deal  had  been  «aid  about  the  doctrines  urged 
by  certam  parties  in  the  British  House  of  Oimii.ons, 
but  Canadians  should  bear  in  mind  that  those  persons, 
who  thus  mistook  the  position  of  Canada,  and  based 
their  theory  upon  it,  were  not  the  men  who  held  the 
destinies  of  the  empire  in  their  hands.  As  forming 
part  of  the  empire  we  should  be  prepared  to  ^hare  in 
her  dimculties  as  well  as  her  prosperity.     If  the  mother 


coiuitry  wen-  assaileil.  Canadians  should  not,  and  would 
not,  stand  by  with  fohled  arms.  But,  on  the  other 
han<l,  they  were  entitled  to  expect  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  from  the  mother  country,  tlut  support  and 
assistance  to  which  they  were  entitled  and  which  they 
had  always  received.  Those  who  said,  in  the  House 
of  C4>mnion8,  that  Canada  would  receive  no  assistance 
were  alM)  those  who  maintained  that  England  shouM 
have  no  colonies.  Thfir  doctrine  rektive  to  Canada 
was  therefore  part  of  their  system  and  jwlicy. 

Altogether  this  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  militia  debates  which  has  ever 
taken  place  in  a  Canadian  parliament. 

Opposition  to  the  bill  rapidly  developed.  It  was 
urged,  among  other  things,  that  the  withdrawal  of 
so  large  a  bo<lv  as  50,000  men  from  industrial  pursuits, 
though  only  for  a  short  time,  might  cause  incon- 
venience, and,  which  was  represented  as  much  more 
important,  that  the  consUnt  recurring  sen-ice  for  five 
years  would  worry,  and,  annoy  the  men,  lie  much  more 
expensive,  and  leave  them,  after  all,  far  less  efficiently 
disciplined  than  an  equal,  or  even  shorter,  period  of 
continuous  instruction. 

At  the  time,  the  government  happened  to  be  weak 
politically,  and  in  view  of  the  objectioas  raised  to  the  bill 
it  was  deemed  a  useful  instrument  to  efTect  the  defeat 
of  the  administration,  and  when  on  May  20,  1862 
the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  madei 
the  vote  was  taken  without  any  further  speaking,  end 
the  government  defeated  by  a  vote  of  54  to  61.  The 
government  the  next  day  resigned,  and  the  Hon.  J. 
Sandfield  Macdonald  was  collet  upon  to  form  a  new 
government. 

May  23rd,  Mr.  Wallbridge,  on  behalf  of  the  new 
administration,  read  to  pariiament  a  memorandum  of 
the  government's  policy,  which  stated  that  the 
miiiisters  proposed  to  bring  in  an  amendment  to  the 
militU  law  so  as  to  secure  a  proper  enrollment  of  the 
avaiUble  force  of  the  province  under  efficient  officers. 
The  promised  bill  was  brought  in  by  Colonel  HaulUin, 
June  5th,  1862,  the  honourable  gentleman  explaining 
that  the  government  desired  to  leave  the  law  as  it 
then  stood,  as  far.  as  was  compatible  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  volunteer  system.  The  financial  cir- 
cumsUnces  of  the  coimtry  were  such,  as,  in  their  opinion, 
prevented  any  large  sum  being  appropriated  to  militia 
purposes.  As  an  old  military  man,  it  could  be  easily 
conceived  that  he  would  rather  see  a  vot«  of  tl  ,000  000 
for  this  purpose  than  8250,000,  but  the  fund^  of'the 
country  precluded  the  hope  of  that  desire  being  ful- 
filled. Such  being  the  ease,  they  must  make  the  best 
of  their  limited  rewurc;-.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  government  had  not  at  their  disposal 
all  the  information  desirable  to  be  posacMed  with  a 


view  to  their  framing  •  more  complete  measure.    And 
in  preparing  the  bill  now  before  the  home,  they  were 
guided  by  the  «Ute  of  the  finances  and  by  the  belief 
that  they  should  ask  for  power*  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  uifomution  at   their  diapoeal.    The  chief 
feature  of  the  bill  waa  at  once  apparent.    It  wa«  to 
give,  as  far  as  practicable,  full  seope  to  the  volunteer 
movement.    He  believed  the  feeling  in  the  country 
was  general,  that  that  system  should  be  extended. 
Hitherto  there  had  been  many  hbidrances  to  the  move- 
ment spreading,  foremost  amongst  which  were  the  cost 
of  the  clothing  and  the  limited  number  of  men  who 
were  entitled  to  pay  whilst  being  organized  and  drilled. 
To  a  great  degree,  this  bill  would  remove  such  draw- 
backs, by  providing  clothing  and  payment  for  drill  for 
a  greater  number  of  men.    Another  important  feature 
of  the  bill  was  the  means  of  instruction  it  furnished 
to  volunteer  companies.    He  held  that  the  basis  of 
all  efficiency  among  military  bodies  was  the  ability 
of  those  who  were  appointed  to  instruct  and  command, 
and  that  a  s)rstem  established  on  any  other  foundation 
must  certainly  fail  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
(Hear,  hear.)    All  the  country  could  fiope  to  do  at  the 
time  was  to  furnish  that  basis  to  the  extent  of  its 
means.    The    bUI    enabled    the    commander-in-chief 
to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  as  many  drill  instructors 
as  were  necessary,  such  drill  instructors  to  he  paid  by 
the  province.    With  these  facilities  afforded,  it  was 
hoped  that  there  was  to  be  found  in  the  country 
patriotism  to  induce  men  of  various  ranks  in  society 
to  enroll  themselves  for  the  defence,  if  need  be,  of  their 
country.    It    was   as   yet   a   matter   of  experiment 
whether  the   volunteer  system   would   succeed.    On 
that  subject  there  were  differences  of  opinion.    Some 
were  persuaded  that  compulsion  must  be  resorted  to, 
whilst  others  were  equally  persuaded  that  the  feeling 
existing  among  the  peojde  would  induce  them  to  come 
forward   readily  when    the   hindrances  of  which  he 
had    spoken    were    removed.     For    the    reason    he 
had  stated,  the  absence  of  precise  information,  the 
government  had  thought  it  advisable  to  make  the 
amendments  to  the  existing   act    as  fair  and  sim|de 
as  possible,  and  the  new  arrangements  to  be  affected 
would  be  of  a  provisional  character,  and  be  subject  to 
such  future  changes  as  experience  might  teach  to  be 
necessary  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

With  a  few  amendments,  this  bill  was  passed  and 
became  the  Act  25  Victoria,  Chapter  1,  "An  Act  to 
amend  the  Act  respecting  the  Militia,"  assented  to 
June  0,  1882.  Among  its  {Mvvisions  were  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Section  1— The  fc^owing  paragraph  shall  be  added  to 
the  twentieth  section  of  "  An  Ad  respecting  the  Militia, 
Chapter  Ikirty-fivt  o]  the  Cammliihicd  Statutes  of  Canada. 


"The  commander-in-chief  may,  whenever  he  deems 
it  necessary,  order  that  a  corrected  roll  of  every 
company  of  the  sedentary  militi<t  be  made  out;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  commanding  a  com- 
pany, within  ten  days  after  such  order  has  been  re- 
ceived, to  nuke  out  such  corrected  roll,  etc.,  et*^. 

"22.— The  active  militia  of  the  province  in  time  of 
peace  sImII  consist  of  volunteer  troops  of  oavaby, 
military  train,  field  batteries  of  artillery,  garrison 
batteries  of  artillery,  companies  of  engineers  and 
companies  of  infantry,  and  marine  and  naval  com- 
panies, to  be  armed  and  equipped  according  to  their 
respective  services  and  to  be  formed  at  such  (daces 
and  in  such  manner  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
designated  or  ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief;  but 
except  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  total  strength  of 
such  volunteer  corps  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand 
officers  and  men  in  Class  A." 

"3.— Each  volunteer  militiaman  shall,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  commander-in-chief,  be  sup|died  with  uni- 
form clothing,  while  on  drill  or  service,  or  receive  such 
sum  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per  annum  in  lieu  thereof, 
as  may  be  directed  by  the  commander-in-chief." 

"5. — The^  commander-in-chief  may  appoint  brigade 
majors,  not  exceeding  one  for  each  military  district. 
....  Each  of  the  brigade  majors  shall  be  paid  by 
the  (Mvvince  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  tOOO  per  annum 
and  travelling  expenses." 

"40.— The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
the  active  militia  (Class  A)  shall  be  paid  for  each  day 
of  actual  and  bona-fide  drill  not  exceeding  twelve  in 
number,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  per  diem,  and  a  further 
sum  of  one  dollar  per  diem  for  each  horse  actually 
and  necessarily  present,  belonging  to  and  used  for 
such  drill  by  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  men. 
Such  days  of  drill  need  not  be  consecutive  unless  so 
ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief,  who  may  also 
determine  the  manner  in  which  such  number  of  days 
of  drill  shall  be  computed." 

Section  43  provided  that  sergeants-maj  r  of  field 
batteries  be  paid  $200  per  annum,  and  mu-  :etry  and 
drill  instructors,  a  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  day  In  time 
of  active  service  in  the  field,  officers  and  tnv:  were  to 
have  same  pay  and  allowances  as  the  regular  army. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  raising,  in  the  event  of 
war,  in  addition  to  the  active  and  sedentary  militia, 
of  regiments  of  militia  by  vduntary  enlistment  for 
general  service.  The  organization  of  associations 
for  drill,  and  of  independent  companies  of  infantry  in 
universities,  schools  and  other  institutions,  but  without 
pay  or  allowances  for  clothing,  was  also  authorized. 

The  rejection  of  the  Militia  Bill  of  the  Cartier- 
Macdonald  government  drew  from  the  English  press, 
and  from  not  a  few   Eitglish  HUlesiiien,  the  most  em- 
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plwtle  deetanition»-in»ny  time  i»pi«t«d-th*t  En«- 
tand  could  not  and  would  not  undertake  the  defence 
of  Un«U  unlew  C«n«d«  wm  pnp.rrd  to  contribute, 
•nd  that  in  no  ilislit  meMure,  towaida  her  own  pro- 
teetion.  "^ 

H.^iiS!lT"j'  "^  "'  PMltament  in  1883,  theJohn 
JJMdfleld  MaedonaM  adminiatration  submitted  a  com- 
prehenaive  new  "MUitia  BUI"  and  aim  a  leparate 
"Volunteer  BUI."  both  of  which  received  the  .u^rt 
of  parliament  and  were  anentcd  to  October  16   1883 
The  •'MUitia  Act"  (27  Victoria.  Chapter  2)  divided  the 
nailitia  mto  three  elaMe.:  l.t  clan  «.rvieb  men,  2nd 
ciaM  wrvice  men,  and  reiwrve;  and  provided  that  the 
•ervice  militia  might  be  called  out  for  six  dayi  drill 
each  year,  the  men  to  receive  pay  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
cento  a  day.    Further  provisiong  of  this  Act  included 
the  esUWiahment  of  a  mUitia    department  under  a 
tespoMible   minirter,   the   establishment   of   military 
■choohi  m  connection  with  the  British  regular  repments 
then  in  Canada,  for  the  training  of  officers,  the  laying 
dowB  of  the  rule  that  officers  must  have  qualifying 
certificate,   to   secure   promotion,   the   authorisation 
of  dnU  associations  or  cadet  corps  in  universities  and 
sohoohi.    Officers  of  the  regukr  army  were  to  outrank 
nulitia  officers,  and  when  called  out  on  actual  service 
the  mUitia  were  to  be  given  the  same  rates  of  pay  as' 
corresponding  ranks  in  the  regular  army. 

The  second  act  (27  Victoria,  Chapter  3,  "An  Act 
Respeoling  the  Volunteer  MUitia  Force")  indicated  a 
desire  to  keep  the  volunteer  service  quite  distinct  from 
the  mUitw,  as  in  Britain,  where  there  had  been  a 
marvellous  revival  of  the  old  volunteer  movement  in 
1889  and  1860  as  a  result  of  the  menaces  of  French 
invasion  at  the  time  of  the  excitement  over  the  Orsini 
conspiracy,  the  volunteer  force  in  a  few  months  ex- 
pandmg  from  70,000  to  180,000  men 

."^j^S^^  "^'""t**'"  Act  provided  for  a  force 
of  35,000  men.   exclusive  of  commissioned   officers. 
Uniforms  and  arms  were  supidicd  by  the  country,  and 
the  arms  were  to  be  kept  in  armouries  or  in  the  per- 
sonal charge  of  commanding  officers.    Section  34  pro- 
vided  that   "volunteers  shall  always   be  considered 
senior  to  officers  of  nulitia  of  the  same  rank  "    Volun- 
teer officers  were  required  to  qualify  for  their  com- 
missions before  a  board  of  examine™  separate  from 
the  mUitia  boards.     When  called  out  for  actual  service 
volunteere  were  to  receive  pay  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
British  army,  and  they  were  liable  to  be  called  out  in 
aid  of  the  civU  power.    There  was  no  provision  for 
driUpay  as  in  the  mUitia,  but  an  appropriation  of 
12,000  per  annum  was  made  for  prises,  to  be  competed 
for  by  corps,  for  proficiency  in  drill,  discipline  and 
target  ^ctice.    A  further  allowance  was  also  made 
«rf  not  less  than  $50,  nor  uwre  than  |4UU  per  battalion 


•s  an  efficiency  grant,  the  aggregate  sum,  however, 
not  to  exceed  15,000. 

The  success  of  the  system  inaugurated  by  these  bills 
depended  almost  entirely  on  the  establishment  of  a 
couple  of  mUiUry  «,hools,  to  be  attached  to  imperial 
r^menu  serving  in  Canada,  in  which  the  mUitia 
officers  were  to  be  trained  for  some  two  months,  if 
they  chow,  to  attend. 

The  fint  big  rifle  meeting  participated  in  by  marks- 
n«n  fron,  all  parto  of  Canada  was  held  in  Montreal  in 
1883.  and  continuing  twelve  days.  It  was  under  the 
nominal  patronage  of  Lord  Monck,  the  pri»»  being 
furroshed  by  a  fund  contributed  by  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  Montreal,  the  banks,  merehants  and 
others.  CK-neral  Sir  Fenwick  WUIiams  of  Kars  fired 
the  first  shot,  and  all  matches  were  open  to 'the  British 
reguUrs  as  well  as  to  the  mUitia.  The  Guards  and 
other  regimenu  forming  the  strong  garrison  of  Montreal 
at  that  time  furnished  complimentary  guards  of  fiftv 
men  every  day  of  the  meeting. 

Up  to  the  autumn  of  1864  not  one  single  company 
of  niJitia  had  been  organised,  or  received  even  the 
SIX  days  drUl  which  was  the  maximum  permitted 
not  enjoined,  by  the  new  biU. 

At  this  period  a  statesman  who  had  even  then  at- 
tained a  national  repuUtion  (Sir  Richanl  Cart- 
wnght),  advocated  strongly  in  parliament  and  pamphlet 
a  scheme  which  comprised  these  propositions:- 

1.--A  distinct  understanding,  convention  or  treaty 
with  the  impenal  government  in  which  Canada's  con- 
tribution a.  a  province  of  the  empire,  tow«d.  her  own 
defence,  be  defined. 

^•.r''"*,^°'""'~"'  t«  be  regaided  purely  as  an 
auxUiary  body;  chief  expenditure  to  be  demoted  to 
disciplining  a  cerUin  proportion  of  the  "regular"  1st 
class  mditia,  the  number  to  be  fixed  by  convention  aa 

50,000  to  100,000  men. 

3.-The«  to  be  trained  in  annual  instalments  of 
so  many  thousand  a  year,  each  detachment  to  serve 
for,  say  six  months,  in  the  open  field. 

f«ir«I?'r^K'''!!'^  "*"  '"  ^  thenceforward  free 
from  all  further  duty  in  time  of  peace,  but  liable  for 
actual  service  for  10  yeare,  and  thereafter  to  be  formed 
mto  a  reserve,  not  to  be  called  out  except  in  extreme 
emergency.  "ciuc 

T  ^i.**^  •"""»«  (September  ?i.d  October),  1864  the 

say  about  Canada's  unpreparedness  for  war  and  her 
responsibUity  in  that  regard.  "Take  care  of  your- 
selves, for  we  can  do  nothing  for  you,"  was,  .ccoJding 
to  one  shrewd  pamphleteeroftheday  ("Backwoodsman" 
of  -Templeton.  Que.),th^  plain  E«glbh  of  ail  the  Time»' 
writings  of  that  time  about  Canadian  defence 
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"  HnrkwiNMbimn  "  in  a  foot  noti»  to  ono  of  hh  |Mm- 
phlrti  wrotp;— "The  U«t  Time$  rweivrd  here  contaiiw, 
in  Ml  Brtirle  on  the  above  mbieet,  thcM  presnant 
ientrneea:— "The  que«tian  (of  defence)  k  momentoiw 
for  Mexico  and  for  Canada,  and  we  have  endeavoured 
to  dlichanie  our  duty  by  pointing  out  the  neecMity  of 
defence,  and  endeavourinR  to  arouae  our  own  colony 
to  a  Mcniie  of  iu  danfter.  The  languaRe  we  have  held 
ha«  been  plain  and  uniform,  and  yet,  though  plain,  not 
•uch  a«  couki  giw  reamnable  offence  to  any  com- 
munity which  fceln  a  reupcct  for  iUielf,  and  e«timateM 
properly  itrt  duties  and  iU  re»pon»ibilitie«.  We  have 
•tatetl  that  Canada  lean*  on  a  broken  reed  if  »he 
RuppiMtcH  that,  in  ca»e  of  an  invasion  from  America, 
any  consideraWe  portion  of  the  burden  of  her  defence 
can  lie  home  by  thto  country.' " 

What  is  known  as  the  «t.  Albans  Raid  in  1H84 
threatened  serious  complications  with  the  United  (Mates. 
The  United  States  held  the  authorities  on  thta  side  of 
the  line  to  be  responsible,  and  prompt  measures  were 
taken  in  this  country  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
raid.  Provisional  battalions  were  organiied  from  the 
volunteers  for  special  service  in  November.  The 
special  order  issued  by  the  commander-in-chief  pointed 
out  that  the  militia  were  not  to  be  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  warfare  "  but  with  the  object  of  aiding  the 
civil  power  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  aggression  on  the 
territories  of  a  friendly  state,  on  the  part  of  persons 
"  enjoying  the  right  of  asylum  in  Her  Majesty's  do- 
minions; and  to  maintain,  aa  regards  Canada,  complete 
neutrality  with  respect  to  the  war  existing  in  the 
United  States,  which  Her  Majesty  has  enjoined  on  all 
subjects." 

llie  organisation  of  the  mUitia  at  this  time  made 
considerable  progress,  and  so  did  the  erection  of  drill 
sheds.  By  the  end  of  1864  there  was  an  imposing 
array  (on  paper)  of  drill  Aeds  in  Canada. 

One  of  the  first  steps  taken  toward!  the  sueeeasful 
carrying  out  of  the  new  legislaticm  was  the  securing 
of  a  capable  imperial  "ff-iet  to  assume  the  dutkn  of 
adjutant-general.  The  choice  fdl  upon  Cdonel  Patrick 
L.  Macdougall,  of  whose  selection  Lord  Wohdey,  in 
his  book  "The  Story  of  a  Soldier's  Life,"  wrote:— 
"The  'Tr^r.t  Affair'  had  caused  all  Canadians  to 
study  seriouKly  how  defenceless  would  be  their  pro- 
vince should  we  bt  forced  into  war  with  the  United 
SUtes.  Hitherto  the  people  of  Canada  had  been  too 
pnme  to  rely  upon  England  fw  protection. 
The  first  step  towards  the  reorganisation  of  theCana- 
dian  militia  was  to  obuin  the  services  of  a  thoroughly 
able  soldier  to  organise  and  command  it.  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  wisely  selected 
General  Patrick  MacDougall  for  this  duty,  and  no 
better  selection  could  have  been  made.    He  wm  very 


able,  highly  educated  ■■  a  soMier  in  hi*  prolMakm, 
and  was  gifted  «-ith  the  moat  charming,  the  moat 
fascinating  manner  towards  all  men— by  no  means  a 
poor  recommendation  tor  any  one  who  has  to  get  on 
well  with  politieiaiM.    He  had  also  the  great  advantage 
of  knowing  Canada  and  its  good  people  thoroughly, 
from  having   formerly   served   there    many    years. 
No   man    knew    better    than    Ocnerai    MaeUougall 
the     dlfferenee     there    ta    between    the    educated 
officer  and  the  ordinary  amateur  In  uniform,  and 
the  best    of   the    Cibadian    militia  soon    came    to 
leeognise  their   new  commandant's  .  military    worth, 
and   the   value  of   the   new    system   he   Introduced. 
It  was,  however,  very  uphill  work,  for  he  never  could 
induce  Canadian  ministers  to  supply  him  with  the 
funds  required  to  start  srhoob  of  instruction  upon  an 
adc(|uate  scale.    There  is  no  idle  or  'leisured'  class  in 
any  part  of  Canada.    Every  one  has  to  work  there, 
and  it  is  not  easy  for  the  hard-tolling  man  In  any  office 
to  spare  even  a  few  hours  per  week  for  the  study  and 
practice  of  the  military  arts  and  science.    Colonel 
MacDougall  began  the  heavy  task  before  him  by  the 
creatkm  of  an  efficient  militia  staff,  and  of  military 
schools  at  every  sUtibn  where  we  had  reguUr  troopa. 
At  these  schods  militia  officers  were  to  be  Uught, 
and  young  Canadian  gentlemen  rendered  fit  for  the 
positkin  <rf  officers.    After  these  schools  had  been  a 
season  at  work,  he  ooUeeted  those  who  had  qualified 
at  them  In  a  camp  he  formed  at  the  old  disused  barrack 
of  Laprairie,  which  is  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river, 
near  Montreal.    He  asked  me  to  be  Ita  commandant, 
and,  always  anxwus  for  any  Interesting  employment, 
I  gladly  accepted  the  offw.    These  cadets  were  formed 
mto  two  battalions,  one  of  Upper,  the  other  of  Lower 
Canadians,  and  two  excellent  officers  of  the  Canadian 
militia  were  selected  to  command  them.    The  more 
drill  they  were  given  the  more  they  enjoyed  their 
camp  life.    1  may  say,  that  it  was  at  the  Laprairie 
camp  nearly  all  the  best  militia  officers  of  that  genera- 
tkm  were  drilled  and  given  some  practical  knowledge 

of  military  duties I  liked  idl  those  men  I  met 

at  thia  eamp,  and  thwoughly  enjoyed  my  life  there. 
General  the  Hon.  James  Lindsay— a  first-rate  addler 
and  a  mdst  charming  man — who  was  then  command- 
ing our  troops  in  the  Quebec  province,  helped  me  much, 
and  took  a  deep  interest  in  my  work.  Hp  marched  the 
Montreal  garrison  of  infantry  and  field  artillery  to 
Laprairie,  and  with  my  two  battalions  of  cadets  we  had 
an  instructive  field  day,  which  my  embryo  warriors 
thoroughly  wijoyed.  I  refer  thus  to  this  Laprairie 
camp,  because  it  was  the  birthplace  of  the  very  fine 
Canadian  militia  force  with  which  I  was  subsequently 
intimately  associated,  and  because  it  was,  I  thmk, 
the  first  praoiioai  effort  mode  to  convert  the  excellent 
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military  iMtntel  Caiuul*  powwaw  m  •bundMitly. 
Into  iiarful  mMlen.  A  oonaidenible  number  of  tbo«> 
trained  at  Upr»irie  «ulMK|U«ntly  McomiMnied  nte 
in  the  expedition  I  led  in  IKTO  from  Ulie  Muperior 
to  the  Red  River,  Mid  no  eommander  could  wish  to 
have  better  loldieni  thMi  thatw  of  the  two  CMiadian 
militia  battalionii  who  roniititutod  the  bulk  of  the 
fariltade  I  then  had  with  me." 

The  excitement  of  the  Fenian  Raid*  of  IMS  itave  a 
great  impetua  to  the  volunteer  force,  which,  by  iu 
ready  responie  to  the  call  to  actual  lervire.  and  by  ita 
really  Kood  work  in  the  field,  awwrted  ita  claim  to  be 
conaidered  the  firat  line  of  defence  of  the  country. 

The  fIrat  call  upon  the  national  defenaive  force  waa 
made  November  15th,  INflS,  when  a  militia  ((eneral 
order  waa  iaaucd  calling  out  one  volunteer  company  for 
active  aervicr  in  each  of  the  following  place*:— Quebec. 
Montreal,  OtUwa,  Morriaburg,  Toronto,  Port  Hope, 
Hamilton,  Woodatoek  and  London.  The  order  ex- 
plained that  "  Hia  Excellency,  having  had  under  oon- 
aideration  the  poMiibility  of  raida  or  predatory  in- 
vaaiona  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  during  the  winter, 
and  being  ImpreMed  with  the  importance  of  aiding 
Her  Majesty'a  troops  and  repelling  auch  attempta," 
had  decided  to  place  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  force 
on  active  aervice. 

Several  calla  for  service  deUchmenU  were  made 
during  the  year  1806,  to  fumiah  guanla  for  armouriea, 
to  hold  atrategical  pointa  along  the  frontier,  etc. 

The  expectation  of  trouble  from  the  Feniana  this 
year  had  good  effect  upon  the  militia  force,  and  during 
the  three  montha  of  March,  April,  and  May  the  nominal 
strength  of  the  active  militia  inereaaed  from  19,597 
to  33,754.    Mr^antime  the  Fenian  leaders  had  not  been 
inactive,  and  four  aimultaneoua  deacenta  upon  Canada 
had  been  |danned,  one  from  Chicago,  the  aeeond  from 
Buffalo  and  Rochester,  the  third  from  Ogdenaburg, 
and  the  fourth  from  New  York,  Troy,  and  Albany! 
May  29th,  telegraphic  advicea  to  the  public  preaa  re- 
ported partiea  of  men  on  the  move  northward  from 
points  even  as  far  south  as  Tenneasee.    Subaequent 
reporta  ahowed  that  the  movement  had  become  general, 
and  the  government's  private  reporta  confirmed  them. 
During  the  evening  of  the  Slat,  orders  were  issued  at 
OtUwa  for  the  calling  out  of  four  hundred  of  the 
Toronto  militia,  and  their  despatch  to  Port  Collmrne 
on  Lake  Erie.    The  following  morning  news  of  the 
croeaing  of  O'Neil's  force  of  Feniana  to  Fort  Erie  waa 
received,  and  orders  were  at  once  issued  for  the  des- 
patch of  all  available  troops  to  the  Niagara  frontier 
to  protect  the  Welland  Canal,  and  expel  the  invaders 
from  Canadian  aoil   if  possible.    The  Queen's  Own 
Rifles,  the   13th  Battalion,  the  York  and  Caledonian 
Companiea   and   the    Welland   Canal    Field   Battery, 
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armed  as  riQemen,  formed  a  force  of  about  nine 
hundred  atrong  at  Port  Collmme  at  the  head  of  the 
canal,  the  point  of  that  work  nearest  to  Fort  Erie, 
the  Fenian  base.  The  aenior  officer  waa  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Booker  of  the  13th.  At  Chipewa  waa  aaaembled 
on  the  morning  of  June  3nd  a  force  compoaed  aa  fol- 
Iowa: -field  Battery  Royal  Artillery,  MO  of  H.M. 
l«th  Regiment,  3M  of  H.M.  47th  Regiment,  the  10th 
Royala  nnd  the  19th  Battalion  of  Ht.  Catherines;  all 
told  about  sixteen  hundred  men,  of  whom  aix  hundred 
were  regulara.  Having  aecured  the  head  of  the  canal 
and  the  bridge*  over  Citipewa  t>eek  or  Welland  River, 
Colonel  Peacocke,  commanding  H.M.  16th  Regiment, 
and  the  aenior  officer  at  the  front,  iaaued  ordera  for 
the  junction  of  the  two  forcea  at  Htevensville.  This 
movement  resulted  in  the  action  of  Lime  Ridge  or 
Rklgeway,  and  the  fighting  at  Fort  Erie  which  fol- 
lowed. 

By  the  Third  none  of  the  Fenian  force  remained 
on  Canadian  aoil  txcept  aa  prisonera.  A  few  days 
later  a  couple  of  incipient  raids  were  made  acrosa  the 
Vermont  frontier  of  Canada  East,  upon  the  last  occasion 
a  minor  skirmUh  Uking  place  near  Pigeon  HUl,  between 
the  raiders  and  a  force  conaiating  of  the  Fourth  Bat- 
Ulion,  60th  Riflea  and  a  Montreal  volunteer  CHvalry 
cwpa,  the  Royal  Guides. 

The  Handfield  Macdonald  Government  had  been  de- 
feated Mareh.  1864.  and  the  Tache-John  A.  Macdonald 
Government  was  formed  on  the  30th  of  that  month. 
July  the  third,  1866,  the  new  government  through 
the  Hon.  J.  A.  Macdonald,  Attorney  General,  presented 
a  bill  to  amend  the  Militia  Act,  which  passed,  and  was 
assented  to  as  29  and  30  Victoria  Chapter  XII  "An 
Act  to  Amend  an  Act  respecting  the  Volunteer  Militia 
Force." 

This  Act  repealed  the  restriction  that  the  volunteer 
force  should  not  exceed  25,000,  the  number  being  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  government,  and  gave  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  more  extended  authority  to  call 
out  the  volunteer  force,  he  having  no  right  under  the 
Act,  as  it  stood,  to  call  out  the  force  except  "in  case 
of  war.  invasion,  or  insurrection."    The  oi^nixation 
of  mounted  infantry,  mounted  riftes,  military  train, 
commissariat,  staff,  hospital  and  ambulance  corps,  and 
also  naval  companies,  was  provided  for.    In  cities,  no 
infantry  units  smaller  than  a  battalion  were  to  be 
accepted  or  gazetted  as  "Volunteer  Militia,"  and  the 
establishment  of  troops  of  cavalry,  batteries  of  garrison 
artillery  and  companies  of  infantry  waa  fixed  at  one 
captain,  two  lieutenants,  3  sergeants,  3  corporals  and 
48  iMivates.    An  important  provision,  and  one  much 
objected  to  in  pariiament  was  that     mimicipalities 
might  spend  their  funds  in  aupport  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  Volunteer  Force,  for  the  buUding  of  armcn-- 
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Im,  tba  CM*  of  tint  (MnitiM  of  v«iluntMn  an  lenriee, 
tU.,  ete.  Muni«i|wl  by-bwa  fur  nMng  mmI  vspnuliiiK 
Mieh  monln  were  lubjeet  to  dlMllowMoit  by  the 
llliikrtcr  of  MUlti*.  Mmtkin  8  provided  that  the  Volun- 
teer Furee  ahoukl  be  lubject  to  the  Queen'a  RegulA- 
tionMaad  Orden  tor  the  Army,  and  while  nn  Active 
Herviee  to  the  Rulea  and  Article*  of  War  •nd  to  •!! 
other  Iftw*  ftpplietble  to  Her  ItojMty'i  troopi  except 
that  no  niMt  ihould  be  aubjeet  to  nay  corporal  puniah- 
mmt  except  death  or  imprimnment. 

IhirinR  the  Mine  MMion  that  thia  Act  wm  paaacd 
the  aum  of  1134,000  WM  voted  for  the  purohMe  Mid 
nwintenanee  of  the  Runboata  it  had  l)een  found  neces- 
aary  to  place  upon  the  Hi,  Lawrence  and  the  great 
lake*,  at  the  time  of  the  Fenian  Raida.  An  item  of 
t3fiO,000  to  purehaae  improved  Are  arma  for  the  volun- 
teer* waa  alao  paaaed,  and  one  of  138,880  for  depart- 
mental aalarie*.  The  atalT  provided  for  waa  an  Ad- 
jutant Qeneral,  two  Deputy  Adjutant  Oenerala,  four 
Aaaiatant  Adjutant  Oenerala,  a  Huperintendent  oi 
Military  Sehoda,  a  Military  Surveyor.  Provincial 
Akle-de-Camp,  etc.  The  opposition  having  objected 
to  the  large  inereaae  of  the  ataff,  a  letter  from  (Lionel 
MacDougaU,  the  Adjutant-Oeneral,  waa  read  in  which 
he  aaaerted  "it  ia  utterly  impoaaiUe  to  work  advan- 
tageoualy  in  time  of  preaatue,  with  departmenta  aud- 
doily  created  for  the  emergency,  and  without  ex- 
perience. If  departmenta  are  expected  to  wivk  well  in 
time  of  war  they  muat  be  creat«l  and  gain  experienee 
td  routine  dutiea,  and  have  at  their  command  all  the 
knowledge  and  ap|dianeea  iu  time*  of  peace,  which 
they  would  have  to  bring  to  bear  in  time  of  war. " 

For  aome  time  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  militia 
from  the  frontier,  Fenian  agitatora  continued  to  dia- 
pUy  conaiderable  activity  in  the  border  citiea  of  the 
United  State*  and,  aa  a  matter  of  precaution,  the 
military  authoritiea  decided  to  form,  on  Auguat  14th, 
a  camp  erf  oliaervation  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Wda(4y,  now  Field  Marahal  Lord  Wolaeley,  at 
Thorold,  on  the  Welland  Canal.  The  force  In  thia 
camp  eonaiated  of  the  Govemor-Qeneral'a  Body  Guard 
of  Toronto,  one  wing  of  H.M.  16th  Regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Hoate'H  Field  Battery,  Royal  Artillery, 
three  or  four  battaliona  of  militia  infantry,  and  a  troop 
of  cavalry.  The  infantry  jjattaliona  were  relieved 
every  ten  days,  the  time  in  camp  being  uaed  to  put  in 
the  cuatonutry  annual  drilla.  The  men  received  a 
dollar  a  day  pay,  and  free  rationa. 

Between  the  spring  of  1866  and  the  end  of  the  year 
the  volunteer  force  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  Increased 
from  348  eompanie*,  with  a  nominal  strength  of 
lft,&d7  men,  to  50ft  companies  with  a  nominal  strength 
of  33,754  men. 


Great  Ineonvtmenee  «a«  experieneed  during  thia 
year  from  the  fact  that  the  force  eonaiated  for  the 
mnat  part  of  isolated  eompanie*;  the  vnlunteera  of  the 
principal  ritie*  having  been  akine  formed  in  battaliona. 
Thua,  when  in  the  spring  a  awldfn  call  waa  made  for 
the  servine  of  the  whole  foree,  it  iiecanie  neeeaaary  to 
form  the  isolated  eompaniea  into  proviaional  battalioaa, 
and  to  appoint  a  proviaional  ataff  to  each  battalloa 
in  a  hurry,  and  at  an  obvioua  diaadvantage.  The 
adjuUnt-general  therefore  obtained  the  authority  of 
the  commaii<)er-in-«hief  to  form  the  iaoiated  eompanie* 
into  permanent  battaliona  with  permanent  command- 
ing and  ataff  oflieera.  Thia  waa  effected,  wherever 
poaaible,  by  forming  the  iaoiated  eompanie*  into  bat- 
talifma  by  oountiea. 

The  force  Wiia,  in  the  autamn  irf  186A,  told  off  into 
field  brigaiica  and  garrismm  of  poats,  and  an  arrange- 
ment for  combining  in  the  moat  uaeful  manner  the 
action  of  the  force  with  the  regular  troop*  was  made 
by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding.  Thia  arrange- 
ment, originally  asiggeated  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Earle, 
was  aa  fidlowa:— 

The  nuclcua  of  eaoli^  ftekl  brigade  oonaiata  of  one 
regular  regiment,  and  ita  ooApoaition  waa  aa  ftdlowa: — 
Regular  infantry,  1  battalion;  volunteer  infantry,  3 
battalions;  artillery,  1  fi^  battery  (regular  or  volun- 
teer) ;  cavalry,  1  troop  (volunteer). 
Thestaffof  each  brigade wasasfdiowa:— Commandant, 
brigade  major,  oomroiasariat,  engineer  officer,  surgeon 
in  charge,  reguUr  offieers;  mounted  provost,  a  regular 
aecgoant;  assistant  brigade  major,  vdunteer  officer; 
■sslslant  commiaaary,  with  aa  many  aida  as  may  be 
neeeaaary,  volunteer  offioera  or  N.C.  officers. 

Of  these  brigades  three  ware  formsd  in  Western 
Canada,  four  in  Eastern  (3ahada.  The  component 
corps  and  brigade  ataff  were  detailed,  and  the  points 
of  aaaembly  fixed.  The  staff  officers  were  provided 
with  a  list  of  the  atores  which  were  required  to  enable 
each  brigade  to  take  the  field,  and  would  draw  then 
from  the  storekeepers  who  had  orders  to  issue  them 
on  the  shortest  notice.  Similariy  the  commissariat 
officer  of  each  brigade  was  (mtpared  to  provide  the 
necessary  transport  to  enable  it  to  move  at  the  shortest 
notice.  Those  volunteer  corps  which  did  not  form 
part  of  the  above  moveable  colunms  were  formed  into 
brigades  by  districts,  of  which  each  had  its  volunteer 
commandant  and  brigade  major. 

These  corps  were  to  be  ein|do3red  in  garrison  duty,  in 
guarding  frontier  towns  and  villages,  and  important 
points  on  the  lines  of  canal  or  railroad  communication. 
The  duties  of  the  commandant  4nd  brigade  major  were 
to  organise  a  system  of  lookout  partus  and  patrols 
suited  to  the  localities;  and  to  visit  constantly  all  the 
posts  within  their  respective  bripule  districts. 
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Diving  th»  petM  irf  ^rtivo  imrifi.  by  the  voluntoer 
roTM  in  the  ntmmer  oT  tWO,  much  inconvr  rfmir  wm 
owMtened  Iqr  the  inexperienre  irf  the  officer*  and  men 
■w»w««y,  Md  by  the  ab^nee  of  .peeifie  ln.trurtkM» 
far  the^r  guiduee,  and  by  Hi.  Excellency',  command 
the  •djutant-flmertl  prepMMi  and  circulated  a  code 
of  reguUtiona  for  the  volunteer  militia. 

In  U*  annual  report  at  the  end  of  thia  year  the 
MJutant-general  drew  attention  to  the  dlMdvantage 
•^^mUitla  unit  waa  under  owing  to  the  abwnee  of  a 

f^i  ^  •*'**^'°"  '♦•''■  *"  °««-'  '»»•«  •  b«t- 
l^toii  rimuM  be  efficient,  heconaidered  it  iidiapenMbie 
that  it  should  be  provided  with  an  adjutant  and 
■ofgeant-major.  who  thould  give  up  their  whole  time 
to  their  mUitary  duties. 

The  appeehenaion  of  further  hostile  intentions  by  the 
Fenians   which  existed  generally  along  the  frontier  of 
Canada  during  the  spring  of  1§87,  led  to  the  adoption 
Of  measures  of  precaution.    Three  thousand  Peabody 
brweh-loading  rifles  were  purchased  by  the  govem- 
nient;  and  these,  together  with  four  thousand  five 
hundred  8peneer  repeating  rifles  which  wen  at  the 
disposition  of  the  government,  were  distributed  to  the 
volunteer  corps  in  the  localities  most  exposed  to  attack  • 
teat  is  to  say,  geaeraUy  along  the  frontier  from  Lake 
BhHn^magog,  on  the  east,  to  Loodcm  on  the  west. 
In   addition,  the  whole    of   the    Montreal    brigade 
was    supplied    with    the    Westley-Riohards    bi*ech- 
•o^lMlf    rifle     from     the     imperial     8t»i«s.        The 
oorpe  irtieh  were  supplied  with  these  new  weapons 
were  ordered  to  drill  twice  every  week  to  accustom 
the  volunteen  to  their  use,  which  they  did  aeoordingly 
between  the  20th  Mareh  and  the  90th  June,  1867 
These  were  Uter  exchanged  for  the  Snider  rifle,  and 
the  adjutant-general  had  the  satisfaction  to  nport 
•t  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  Confwlenition  that  30,000 
^  these  rifles  were  then  in  the  hands  of  the  volunteers 
of  Ontario  and  Quebec. 


The  adjuttnl-general  this  year  leeonimendnl  that 
the  garrison  artillery  should  receive  upecUl  iimtrurtlon 
WHl  that  at  least  two  elghteen-p-miuler  guns  shoukl 
be  .upplietl  to  each  garrison  artillery  corps.    In  onier 
to  ensure  the  efficiency  of  ihU  nv-t  important  arm 
it  »«,  in  the  opinion  of  the  adjutant-general,  imlis- 
pnisable  that  one  deputy  and  one  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  artillery  should  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  organisation  of  the  artillery  force  of  the  Dominion, 
who  should  have  obtained  the  rank  of  lieut .-colonel 
liMhe  Royal  Artillery,  and  would  thereby  bring  to  the 
•wvice  of  the  country  that  knowledge  of  all  the  details 
of  artUlery  science  which  none  but  an  educated  artillery 
officer  could  possess. 

The  schools  of  roillt.  y  instruction,  esublished  in 
eonneetion  with  the  service  militia  of  the  Province  of 
t*nada,  and  in  operation  at  Confederation,  were  four 
m  number,  established  respectively  in  the.  cities  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  in  the  l>rovinee  of  Quebec-  and 
Kingston  and  Toronto,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario 
•nd  the  adjutant-general  in  his  annual  report  ex-' 
pn«ed  his  high  sense  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
the  duties  of  instruction  ha<l  continued  to  be  per- 
fonned  by  the  respective  commandant*  and  staff. 

In  addition  to  these  schools,  two  schools  of  gunnery 
one  at  Montreal  and  the  other  at  Toronto,  as  also  a 
cavalij  school  in  the  latter  city,  had  been  temporarily 
formed,  and  were  in  operation,  affording  every  facility 
to  officers  and  nan-c«tmmi«iioned  officers  of  militia 
»nd  candidates  for  commissions  therein,  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  duties  connected  with  tho-a  arms 
of  the  service.      The  adjutant-general  rwcorded  his 
acknowledgements  to  Colonel  Andenwn  at  d  to  Lieut.- 
Ulonel  Pipon,  of  the  Royal  Artiltery,  and  to  Colonel 
Jenyna,  of  the  13th  Hussars,  for  the  able,  indefatigable 
and  kindly  manner  in  which  they  had  carried  out  the' 
instruction  of  the  graduates  in  tlie  schools  eommitted 
to  their  superintendence. 


7< 


CHAPTER  VII 

THE  MARITIME  PROVINCE  MILITIA 


CNKEDKRATION  ImniRht  tiM>  mititU  faroM  of 
Nova  Heotik  •ml  New  Hruiwwirk  into  thr  milltw 
of  thr  Mw  Dominion  of  ('«nad«. 
The  French  attempted  to  occupy  Nova  Hiiitia  in 
lAeH,  and  attain  the  (oIlowinK  year.  In  160S,  a  French 
colony  wai  eHabliihed  there,  and  waa  the  finrt  actual 
iiettlemcnt  by  KuropeaM  within  the  boundarie*  of  the 
Dominion  of  (Vutada.  In  IfKtl,  Nova  Heotia  waa 
annexed  to  Mcotland  and  named  NovaHcotia  by  James 
I,  and  in  1035  the  Mcottiah  Order  of  HaroneU  waa 
founded.  Nova  Heotia  waa  ceded  to  Franee  by 
lIuriM  I,  whereupon  Richelieu  fanned  a  eoioniiation 
company  to  coloniie  the  country.  It  was  conquered 
by  liord  i'rotector  Oomwell.  Again  ceded  to  France, 
it  remained  really,  or  nominally,  under  Franee  till 
ceded  to  Great  BriUin  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in 
1713. 

Halifax  waa  founded  in  1749,  at  the  expenae  of  the 
Imperial  flovemment,  under  the  direction  at  the 
liorda  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  was  named  in 
compliment  to  (ieorge  MontaRue,  Karl  of  Halifax, 
under  wh^ae  immediate  auspices  the  settlement  was 
undertaken.  The  scheme  for  a  settlement  on  the 
shores  of  Cliebucto  Hay  is  said  to  have  originated  with 
the  people  uf  MasaachusetU,  who,  in  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hritish  (iovemment  to  the  claims  of  the 
French  on  the  territory  of  Acadia,  suggested  the 
necessity  of,  as  well  as  the  great  commercial  advantage, 
to  be  derived  from  such  an  undertaking.  A  plan  was 
submitted  to  government  in  the  autumn  of  1748,  and 
was  warmly  supported  by  Lord  Halifax.  Parliament 
voted  £40,000,  and  supplied  Vi  transports  and  a  sloop 
of  war.  by  which  Colonel  the  Hon.  Edward  (>>mwallis, 
deiiiKiukletl   CapUtilt-Ofiierai   aikd   Govemnr  of   Nova 


Meotia,  his  suite,  and  3,478  settlers,  were  conveyed  to 
the  bay. 

The  Halifax  colonists  were  largely  of  a  military  daas, 
ami  the  colony  was  raally  eatalilished  as  a  military 
poat,  so  that  from  the  first  Hritish  occupation  there 
may  be  said  to  have  been  a  Hritish  militia  organiiation 
in  the  province.  The  French  maintained  a  militia 
organiMtion  among  the  Acadiana,  particularly  in 
(!ape  Breton,  until  the  capture  of  Louiaburg,  and 
their  desperate  aerviees  on  behalf  of  the  Bourbon 
cause  are  recorded  in  history. 

Nova  Hcotia  militiamen  served  under  Monekton  and 
Winalow  in  1755,  when  they  captured  the  French  fort 
Heauaejour,  some  Halifax  companies  serving  in  this 
expedition  claiming  to  have  been  in  existence  since 
1749  or  1750. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  according  to  Dr. 
James  Johnson  (Alphabet  of  Fint  Thinfpi  in  Canada) 
the  first  suggestion  of  Confederation  as  applicable 
to  British  North  America  as  at  present  founded,  is  to 
be  found  in  a  report  made  by  Colonel  Robert  Morse, 
R.K.,  who  waa  sent  in  1783,  at  the  instance  of  Hir  (Suy 
Carleton  (then  commander  of  His  Majesty's  forces  in 
North  America),  to'report  on  the  military  defences 
re<|uired  for  Nova  Hcotia.  In  his  report  (17H4) 
(Viloael  Morse  says:  "  In  the  course  of  this  examination 
my  mind  has  been  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea 
of  uniting  these  provinces  of  Canada  to  the  advantage 
of  both,  since  by  establishing  the  same  laws  and 
inducing  a  constant  intercourse  and  a  mutual  interest, 
a  great  country  may  yet  be  raised  up  in  North  Am- 
erica." 

The  first  attempt  to  form  a  regular  force  in  what 
is  now  (Canada  was  in  17SK2,  when  the  King  authorized 


Ih»  nMiiK  «l  •  rt«iim>iii  (a  mHi  nf  ihr  pmvimw,  tiirf 
prrmitMNl  Ihrm  to  ukr  liw  lith.  of  "Hoyd."  Thr 
nUm  «t  lh»  Royal  ('MiwIiMi  Vnlunlfvn  Km  •lirady 
Wn  N.frnMi  to.  IV  llnrt  nf  Ihw  nvimrnta  in  \» 
mk«l.  howrw,  WM  tin.  Koysl  Nova  Nmilaii  K<ig{. 
DwM.whirh.  tiyJuw.lTM,  WMFompliXii.  Itunfflmn 
WMT  n»n  irf  niMidi>nihl»  niMM,  and  Ihry  wrvwl 
without  pay.  They  M  thr  way  in  obtainiiig  thr 
iWrH  (UMinHivr  "Hoyal,"  litk  a>  ia  mw  in  thr 
fart  that  Kir  John  Wrntworth,  In  llMvmlwr,  I7W, 
rrlumrd  thanlw  for  thr  prrmiMkNi  to  imf  thr  word 
"Hoyal."  AUtut  Ihr  namr  limr  a  Koyai  .Vrw  Hruna- 
wirk  and  a  Koyal  NrwfoundkMid  Rrgimrnt  wrn> 
raiwd. 

In  a  Irttrr  datrd  Halifax.  Ovtotirr   VI   I7W,  the 

Ihikr  ii(  Krnt  wrntr  to  hi*  frirnd,  Major  l^mU  dr  Nala- 

lirrry:  "Hi»  Majraty  haa  thoimht  pniprr  to  makr  it 

known  that  hr  would  lir  plraartl  If  all  thr  provinrial 

rrnimrjita  wo«ild  olTrr  to  iirrvr  in  all  thr  Amrriran 

roionir*.  in  plarr  of  hrinn  ronflnrd  to  thr  onr  whow 

namr  thry  lirar.     In  roMmiurnrr  nl  arwptinn  »•>!» 

offirr  thry  wouki  hr  plarrd  on  thr  rataMinhmrnt  aa  thr 

PrnHblta  arr  in  Knxtand  and  aa  b  the  Newfoundland— 

that  la  to  aay  thr  offirrni  wauM  rank  thmuxh  all  North 

Amrrira  thr  lanir  aa  thry  do  at  prMrnt  In  thrir  na- 

prrtivr  provinrra,  and    thr   adjutanta  and  quarter- 

maatrn  would  lir  auic  of  half  pay  in  eaar  of  mdurtion. 

and  thr  rrfimrnta  wauM  hr  comnMndrd  hy  offiteni 

takrn  from  thr  line   who  would   hr   proprlrton.    I 

briirvr  it  la  thr  intention  of  forminff  a  hrinadr  of 

Oanadiana  aftrr  thr  manner  of  the  aoth,  of  which  thr 

rommandrr-inHihief  of  the  troopa  in  North  Ameriea 

wouW  be  eobnel,  aa  thr  Duke  of  York  la  of  the  OOth. 

The  propoaition  haa  hern  made  already  to  the  Nova 

Heotianand  New  Brunawirk  RrKimenU.  and  both  have 

expraaard  in  the  moat  loyal  manner  their  willlnipMMa 

to  lerve  wherever  Hi*  Majraty  may  think  proper." 

in  AuKuat  and  Hrptembrr  of  IWtt,  the  leveral  pro- 
vinrial  rrRimenU  wrrr  diabandrd.  (iovrmor  Wrnt- 
worth. of  Nova  Hrotia,  writing  on  Ilth  Ortobrr  that 
thr  diiilNindrd  men  of  the  Royal  Newfoundhind  and 
Royal  Nova  Hcotian  RrKimenU  were  all  quirtly  dia- 
pflwed  through  thr  province.  The  Royal  New  Hruna- 
wirk  Regiment  later  became  the  104th  Reitiment. 

Durinx  the  lonff  war  with  France  the  Nova  Hcotia 
militia  were  rmlxMiied,  armed  and  drilled  and  uaed 
for  garriaon  dutiea. 

Urut.-Oovernor  Wrntworth  wrote  to  H.  K.  Major- 
Oeneral  Clarke.  8th  May.  1793:— "BriR'r-Oeneral 
Osilvie  haa,  no  doubt,  reported  to  your  excellency  the 
reduced  state  of  thia  garrison.  The  harbor  ia  alao 
without  a  ship  of  war.  In  the  town  I  have  700  good 
militia,  who  may  be  depended  upon.  One  company, 
about  00  frcebolden,  an  formed  into  artillery,  and  are 


now  prarttaing  with  grrai  aaaitluily,  umirr  Ihr  in- 
■tnirtlima  of  thr  drlarhmml  of  Royal  Artilk>ry  In  Ihia 
•arriann.  It  will  lir  nrmwiry  in  fumUh  thr  millila 
with  arma  from  thr  KImr*  atoiro.  as  ihrir  an>  not 
any  to  hr  hwi  in  thr  province.  I  havr  amithrr  ■rk>rt 
rcglmrni  of  1,000  mrn,  rommandni  »iy  half-pay 
«»m«Bm.  and  rompnar<l  of  privatra,  moat  (rf  whom 
■rrvrd  undrr  thrar  nffirrra  during  thr  lair  war.  Thry 
have  two  rompanira  of  anillrr>-  ami  onr  troop  of 
hoiar.  ami  ran  Im>  aMrnililnl  at  Halifax  in  i s  .lay* 
noUcr-part  of  thrm  MMinrr.  Thr  King'i  "  ,  .-.i^ 
Rrgimrnt.  rabing  iimlrr  my  ninimand,  r-  <if  i  1  *»  mm 
nnw  in  garriaon." 

Junr  4th,  Mr.  Wrntworth  utalrfi  to  M  I  in  =„  timr 
thrtown  militia  wrrrnrariy  six  hut...rtl  •,,  .|g,  ., 
pirtrly  arm-d  from  H.M.  Ordnam  .,«,!•,.  i  >„i,  ,^,,. 
alao  an  artillery  company,  M  tr.-ii  rhu-l).  .l^■r<■^^•^nl^ 
and  firrholdrni,  who  wrrr  daily  .•x.rri,  I  \hi  ■  ,i 
thrm  had  served  in  the  army. 

Three  distinct  corps  of  milititi  x.r..  cnn  H.  I  i..  ih<> 
wrstrm  portion  of  thr  pmvinrr,  vIk  »>  'fg..it  m 
'aiswl  !»y  Colonrl  Barclay— onr  undrr  <  olom-l  Mill  .Igp, 
and  a  l)ody  of  Acadian*,  commanded  bv  l.;.iir  iwl 

Taylor. 

July  IO.-H.M.  frigate  Boston  appraird  ofl  Halifax 
harbor  to  procure  a  pilot  for  the  Amrrican  coast* 
upon  which  nrigadlrr-(irnrral  Ogilvir,  thrn  command- 
ing the  troops,  ordered  the  signab  of  alann  to  be  nuub. 
On  thb,  the  King's  Nova  Ncotia  Regiment  were  in  a 
few  minutes  paraded,  and  the  fint  battalion  of  Halifax 
militia  assembbd.  compbtrly  armrd.  In  fiftrrn  minutrs, 
brfore  (iovemment  House.  Thb  b  statc<l  by  (k)vemor 
Wentworth,  in  a  btter  «if  July  21.  to  Mr.  Dumlaa, 
the  Hecretary  irf  Htate.  He  addetl:  "In  caar  of  any 
invaaion  of  thb  town,  it  will,  in  twenty  minutrs,  put 
undrr  thr  command  of  Brigadbr-(irnrral  Ogilvb,  800 
militia,  in  two  houra  to  lir  rrinforwd  with  (100,  being, 
the  second  Iwttalion,  who  reside  a  few  miles  round  thr 
town,  and  thear  as  faat  aa  poasibb  by  thr  militia 
legion  of  Nova  Scotia,  consisting  of  ^000  rffrctive 
men,  commanded  by  (Monel  Barclay,  and  iHher  «•*- 
lirctabb  olficera,  upon  half-pay." 

Of  the  Halifax  militia  artilbry.  he  wrote:  "Among 
thr  privates  are  men  of  from  £100  to  £600  per  annum, 
cbar,  estate,  who.  fnim  a  declared  principb  of 
loyalty,  and  utter  abhorrence  of  Krrnch  democratic 
tyranny,  have  voluntarily  offered  their  services."  He 
conaidered  the  militia  everywhere  well  dbpoaed  and 
faithful.  On  emergency,  he  reckoned  on  4,000  of  them 
to  join  him,  and  in  an  extreme  ease  2,000  more.  He 
estimated  the  whob  force  of  the  country  at  9,180  men. 
He  requeated  arms  for  Barclay's  bgion.  The  peopb 
td  thr  harbo^iTR  oa  the  Atl»t>tic  caast  were  ready  to 
aaaiat  in  defence. 
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October  9th,  170S,  on  intelliiteiiiw  m  to  the  French 
fleet  it  New  York  preparing  and  being  newly  ready 
for  wa,  and  that  they  were  luppoaed  to  be  destined 
for  Halifax  or  the  fiaheriea,  the  lieutenant-Rovemor, 
(ieneral  Oicilvie  and  CommiMHoner  Ihinran  united  in 
opinion  that  Halifax  was  in  danger,  and  that  the 
country  militia  should  be  brought  to  town,  and  the 
council  approved  of  the  mear-irp.  Oovemor  Went- 
worth  inucd  orders  for  1,000  men  to  be  marched  from 
the  regiments  of  HantH,  King's  and  Annapnlis  counties 
to  Halifax,  with  all  poesible  despatch.  General  Ogilvie 
promised  all  the  unoccupied  barrack  room,  and  the 
iieut  .-governor  stated  to  Mr.  Dundas,  October  10,  that 
nearly  400  could  be  lodged  in  the  place  he  had  propoaed 
for  the  French  prisoners  from  8t.  I^rre,  (Melville 
laland).  About  lOS  effectives,  exclusive  of  officers, 
marched  into  town  with  all  possible  speed  and  alacrity. 
Mr.  Wentworth  wrote:  "IVrhape  a  finer  body  of 
athletic,  healthy  young  men,  were  never  assembled 
in  any  country,  nor  men  more  determined  to  do  their 
.  duty." 

One  company,  under  Captain  Willet,  marched  from 
Granville  to  Halifax,  performing  13fi  miles  in  35 
hours.  Of  the  French  Acadians,  7S  youths  came  near 
20  miles,  lealous  and  gratified  to  unite  with  the  English 
colonists.  The  behaviour  of  the  militia  while  in 
Halifax  was  unexceptionable.  Colonel  Barclay,  the 
adjutant -general,  came  with  his  men,  and  declined 
any  pay.  Hie  lieutenant-governor  commended  him, 
Ccrfonel  Van  Corthuidt,  uf  King's  county,  and 
Lieut.-Colonel  Howe  and  Colonel  Brymer,  of  Hanta. 
The  militia  and  regulars  at  the  capital  amounted, 
•a  it  was  computed,  to  near  4,000  men.  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor Wentworth,  findint;  'hat  the  French 
armament  had  left  the  American  coast  on 
the  9  October,  and  were  believed  to  be  on  their  way 
tr.  Newfoundland,  and  the  apprehension  of  thefr 
attempts  on  Nova  Heotia  ceaaiug  as  the  season  passed, 
on  31st  October  called  the  council  together,  and  stated 
to  them  his  intention  to  send  the  militia  to  their  home*, 
in  which  the  council  concurred.  He  accordingly,  on 
November  2,  publMied  his  thanks  to  them  for  their 
prompt  obedience  and  good  conduct,  and  dismissed 
them  aft  r  :i  garrison  service  of  about  four  weeks. 
The  last  division  marched  off  on  November  8. 
The  expense  of  this  service  was  paid  by  the  British 
Government,  Mr.  Wentworth  drawing  bills  on  the 
I.Ards  of  the  Treasury  for  £4,S97  sterling  to  cover 
the  pay,  subsistence  and  contingencies  of  the  militia. 

July,  1799, 1,000  militia  were  embodied  for  service  in 
the  Halifax  garrison.  In  addition,  2,000  more  sek^ct  men 
were  under  orders  to  come  in  on  the  shortest  notice 
in  case  of  any  attempt  to  lie  made  by  the  enemy.  The 
Duke  of  Kent  requested  that  another  battalion  should 


be  embodied  and  called  into  the  garrison,  but  Sir  John 
Wentworth  was  unwilling  to  accede  to  it,  and  re- 
monstrated with  him  by  letter,  shewing  the  ill  effecU 
it  would  produee  upon  the  people  and  their  agrieultuie. 
The  embodied  militia  were  discharged  24  October 

In  a  letter  to  Captain  Fenwiek,  17th  February,  1800, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  estimated  the  militia  of  the 
province  at  10,000  effective  men,  and  said  he  thought, 
in  case  of  invasion,  that  6,000  more  would  be  found 
able  and  disposed  to  serve. 

Nova  Scotia  having  sutlered  very  severely  in  the 
eariy  part  of  the  war  from  the  eniisHB  of  the  enemy, 
fitted  out  a  number  of  privateers  in  order  to  retaliate 
on,  and  to  extort  compensation  from  the  foe.  Within 
four  years,  twelve  or  fifteen  ships  of  war  were  fitted 
out  by  the  Nova  Scotians,  and  of  this  number  one 
half  were  owned  by  the  little  vilUge  of  Liverpool. 

Lieut.-Govemor  Wentworth  at  all  times  gave  much 
attention  to  the  militia  of  the  province.  They  were 
but  scantily  supplied  with  arms.  Many  of  his  letters 
remain,  requesting  of  the  generals  who  commanded 
in  the  garrison  mpplies  of  muskets — 40  for  one  com- 
pany, and  20  or  30  fm  another.  In  1805,  there  were 
three  battalions  of  Halifax  militia.  Of  these,  the 
companies  of  Captains  Morris,  Bremner,  and  Fillis 
had  volunteered,  (the  law  requiring  only  4  days  duty 
in  the  year).  Fillis  commanded  60  men,  who  had 
begun  their  artillery  exercise.  CapUin  Mcintosh's 
company  were  to  do  duty  at  York  redoubt,  being 
fishmnen,  living  near  it.  Sir  John  suggested  their 
lieing  instructed  ■m  Sunday  afternoons,  as  they  were 
generally  employed  in  their  boats  in  the  week.  There 
were  companies  of  artillery  in  other  militia  regiments 
who  had  been  inatrueted  by  men  from  the  force  who 
had  been  disehaiged  and  settled  in  the  province.  One 
company  of  40  men,  under  Captain  Thompson,  resided 
near  Cheater. 

In  1807,  every  exertion  was  being  made  in  Nova 
Scotia  by  the  Governor,  Generals  Hunter  and  Skerret, 
Admirals  ^rkeley  and  Cochrane,  in  anticipation  of 
an  American  war.  The  QSth  Regiment  and  the  New- 
foundland Feneibles  were  sent  to  Quebec  by  order 
from  England.  1,000  militia  were  placed  in  garrison 
in  their  stead;  and  in  October,  on  the  request  of  Major- 
General  Skerret,  500  more  were  drafted  from  the 
country  to  strengthen  the  place.  By  the  26th  October, 
part  of  the  reinforcements  of  militia  had  conte  in. 
Halifax  militia  were  working  on  the  fortifications. 
Admiral  Berkeley  designed  to  employ  140  men, 
accustomed  to  boats  and  vessels,  in  gun  brigs,  for 
^••fenee;  and  Mr.  Monk  was  directed  to  secure  the  aid 
of  the  Miemaes.  Two  companies  of  militia  (ISO  men, 
under  good  and  well-informed  officers,  well  clothed) 
trained  and  skilful,  were  frequently  exereised  in  the 


Utteriw  to  which  they  were  attached.  In  the  irther 
miKtU  regiinentii  there  were  at  leant  130  more  Rood 
artillery  men,  and  b  company  of  30  free  blarlu  waH 
alM  engaged. 

December  26,  1808,  Major-Oeneral  Hunter,  by 
letter,  requeated  that  1,000  militia  should  he  im- 
mediately embodied,  200  to  be  itationM  at  AnnapoUa, 
and  800  at  Halifax,  and  a  further  1,000  got  ready  to 
he  called  into  lervioe  on  the  shorteat  notice.  Thi» 
(Oeeember  29),  the  lieutenant-governor  and  council 
agreed  to  do. 

These  regiments  of  militia  were  in  February,  1809, 
embodied  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  employed  in  actual 
•ervice.  It  was  proposed  to  have  one  troop  of  light 
horse,  in  number  35  offieen  and  men,  who  should  find 
their  own  horses.  The  artillery  (militia)  could  at 
this  time  furnish  124  men,  capable  of  assisting  the 
regulars  either  in  batteries  or  with  field  pieces.  The 
town  militia  mounted  gtiards  in  rotation,  being  only 
paid  when  on  actual  duty.  The  whole  trained  force 
reliable,  was  1,800  men,  and  great  harmony  pre- 
vailed lietween  them  and  H.  M.  regular  troops.  (Sir 
F.  Wentworth's  letter  of  Mareh  28  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.) 

On  April  18,  the  militia  was  estimated  at  9,000  men, 
and  it  was  decided  to  call  the  assembly  together  on 
May  19,  to  amend  the  militia  laws.  The  effective 
force  of  the  militia  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  Oovemor  con- 
sidered, would  not  exceed  3,000  men— in  New  Bruns- 
wick, 700.  Cape  Breton  and  Prince  Edward  Island 
together  could  furnish  400.  The  Governor  wrote  at 
this  date:— "Hitherto  the  male  population  composed 
the  militia.  It  was  rather  a  levee  en  masse,  of  which 
one-third  only  will  be  called  out  for  training  and 
instruction." 

The  Assembly  in  their  session  this  year  thanked 
the  Imperial  Government  for  "the  supply  of  arms, 
clothing  and  camp  equipage,  so  graciously  granted, 
for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  our  militia." 

Saturday,  June  18,  1808.  the  Ueutenant  Governor 
informed  a  committee  of  the  house  that  "  in  addition 
to  2,000  stand  of  old  arms  and  accoutrements  now  in 
H.M.  stores,  he  will  order  the  issue  of  2,000  st«nd  of 
new  arms  and  accoutrements"  just  arrived,  on  a 
pledge  from  the  house  that  it  would,  at  its  next 
session,  make  provision  for  the  payment  for  such  arms, 
the  price  of  new  arms  to  be  estimate<l  at  the  Tower 
prices,  and  the  old  at  reasonable  rates,  also  promising 
to  apply  for  as  many  more  as  might  be  required  t« 
complete  arming  the  militia  on  a  simibtr  pledge.  The 
assembly  accordingly,  June  20,  resolved  to  pay  for  all 
arms  and  ammunition  which  should  \te  issued  for  the 
me  of  the  militia.    Several  inspecting  fiek)  officers 
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of  militia  (regular  offioere)  were  employed  and  paid 
this  year. 

Thursday,  June  33,  Sir  George  Prevort  closed  the 
session,  thanking  the  house  for  the  mUitia  Uws  they 
had  passed,  Ac,  and  prorogued  the  assembly.  Although 
the  new  raUitia  Uw  was  a  great  improvement,  he 
consWered  it  very  defective  stUI,  which  he  ascribed 
"to  the  jealously  manifested  against  measures  emanat- 
ing from  government,  and  to  a  tendency  to  democracy, 
imbibed  from  our  neighbours." 

Sunday  night,  June  28,  1812,  a  messenger,  with 
despatches  from  (Vneral  Hunter,  who  commanded  in 
New  Brunswick,  with  intelligence  of  the  declaration 
of  war,  arrived  at  a  late  hour  at  Halifax.  His  Ex- 
cellency held  a  council  at  10  a.m.  on  Monday,  ai<d  the 
intelligence  was  then  made  public.  The  Lieutenant 
Governor  ordered  the  first  class  of  the  militia  (able- 
bodied  men  from  18  to  SO)  to  be  ballotted  from,  for 
service,  and  a  proportion  in  each  district  to  be  at  once 
embodied,  to  protect  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the 
coast,  an  he  could  not  spare  regulars  for  the  purpose. 
He  also  directed  a  few  guns  to  be  mounted  at  the 
entrance  of  some  of  the  most  exposed  harbours,  to  be 
used  against  the  depredations  of  (mvateers;  and 
where  there  were  suiuble  boats  to  carry  them,  he 
sent  small  guns. 

The  assembly  met  Tuesday,  July  21,  (lOth  assembly, 
2nd  session.)  It  was  convened  on  account  of  the 
war,  and  His  Excellency  requested  it,  in  his  open- 
ing speech,  to  make  provision  for  the  extra  pay  allowed 
by  the  provincial  statute  to  the  militia.  (Act  1808, 
sec.  36,  which  directed  the  mUitia,  when  embodied, 
to  have  same  pay  and  allowances  and  the  same  rations 
as  regulars.  Sec.  57  fixed  the  pay  of  sergeant,  per  day, 
at  ai. ;  corporal,  trumpeter,  drummer  or  fifer.  Is.  OU.  • 
private  man.  Is.)  He  also  called  for  provision  to  he 
made  for  such  other  expenses  as  the  security  of  the 
province  demanded. 

The  house  voted  £8.000  for  Uo«k-houses,  temporary 
work,  arming  boata,  telegraph,  Ac;  £12,000  for  extra 
pay  to  militia,  now  to  be  embodied;  £10,000  for  a 
further  force  embodied,  if  found  necessary;  7s.  6d.  a 
day  each  to  clerks  of  paymaster  and  adjutant-general 
of  mUitia;  £150  for  carriage  of  arms;  £40  stationery 
and  printing,  and  £120  for  medical  attendance  on 
embodied  militia.  They  also  resolved  to  borrow 
£30,000.  at  6  per  cent.,  for  defences.  (Burdock's 
History  of  Nova  Scotia). 

Interest  in  the  militia  was  kept  up  even  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  A  bill  providing  for  the  reduction 
of  the  force  was  discussed  at  some  length  during  the 
session  of  1810.  A  longer  term  of  service  seems  to 
have  been  advised  by  the  governor.  Several  memben 
dissented.  • 


Mr.  Hftiiburton  obgerved,  that  during  the  American 
war  no  inconvenience  waa  felt  in  the  exiBting  ■yatem, 
and  he  thought  it  stranKe  that  in  time  of  peace  they 
should  find  difficulties  that  did  not  exiat  then.  It 
appeared  from  the  plan,  that  they  were  to  take  a  part 
of  the  first  clam  and  enrol  them  fur  the  term  of  seven 
years.  If  it  was  necessary  to  drill  them  so  frequently 
now,  how  happened  it  that  it  was  not  necessary 
in  time  of  war?  One  quarter  of  the  militia,  he  be- 
lieved, were  labourers,  and  when  they  arrived  at  the 
aice  of  twenty-one  they  removed  to  different  piaoea, 
and  it  would  be  found  necesMr}-  to  have  recourse  to 
continual  drafts  to  supply  their  places. 

Mr.  Mortimer  doubte<l  whether  the  province  had 
any  militia  at  all,  for  all  the  xervice  required  of  them 
was  to  turn  out  three  da>-8  in  the  year,;  approved  of 
the  plan  as  far  as  the  staff  officers  were  concerned, 
but  not  of  a  reduction  of  the  battalions  proposed. 

Colonel  William  Dickson,  member  for  Truro,  stated 
that  he  waa  not  able  to  comprehend  His  Kxcellency's 
views  on  the  subject,  particulariy  as  regards  the  re- 
duction of  the  battalions.  His  Excellecy  seemed  to  think 
the  offices  of  quartermaster-general  and  adjutant- 
general  of  militia  were  not  of  much  use  towards 
rendering  the  force  more  efficient,  and  that  both 
offices  might  be  executed  by  one  person.  This  amend- 
ment, he  thought,  >vaa  a  very  proper  one.  During  the 
late  war,  he  aaid,  there  were  three  inspecting  field 
oflfioers,  for  the  Western,  Eastern  and  Middle  districts 
respectively. 

Mr.  Roach  (of  Cumberiand)  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  what  amendments  were  neces- 
sary to  be  nuule  to  the  existirg  militia  law,  which 
motion  waa  adopted  and  passed  by  the  house.  On  this,  a 
committee  of  eleven  members  was  named.  This  com- 
mittee advised,  next  day,  to  alter  the  age  of  enrol- 
ment, to  bf  from  18  t«  60,  inatead  of  16  to  60;  that 
the  first  claias  for  service  be  from  18  to  40;  to  add  one 
day  for  battalion  meeting,  and  to  provide  for  two 
inspecting  field  officers  in  place  of  the  adjutant-general 
and  quartermaster-general. 

The  oldest  existing  militia  organiiationa  in  Nova 
tfcotia  at  Confederatiim  traced  their  origin  hack  to  the 
vdunteer  movement  in  Nova  Scotia  co-incident  with 
the  big  volunteer  mo\'«ment  in  England. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  city  of  Halifax  during  the 
autumn  of  1860,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  material 
for  military  organisation  was  not  confined  to  the  old 
country.  From  the  outset  there  was  an  inclination 
exhibited  to  organise  by  nationalists,  and  in  Decemtier, 
1850,  English,  Hcotch,  and  Irish  companies  were 
formed,  each  keeping  its  particuUr  national  character. 
Thia  had  the  effeet  of  cauaing  a  healthy  rivalry,  that 


tended  to  keep  up  the  interest  and  promote  a  pride 
in  each  company,  and  an  intereat  by  citiiena  who 
were  unable  to  join  the  ranks  aa  active  membent. 

"Regulations  and  Orders"  for  the  local  forces  of 
Nova  Hcotia,  1861,  shew  that  the  utmost  freedom  was 
allowed  in  the  selection  and  appnntment  of  com- 
missioned officers,  and  in  other  matters  connected 
with  the  formation  of  volunteer  companies.  The  re- 
gular mode  of  proceeding  was  laid  down.  The  com- 
missioned officers  were  elected  by  the  company,  and 
a  certificate,  aigned  by  the  aecretary  and  chairman 
of  the  meeting,  that  the  candidate  had  a  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  company,  was  all  that  was  re- 
quired by  the  adjutant-general,  to  entitle  the  ap|di- 
cant  to  a  commission,  provided,  of  course,  there  was 
no  charge  of  disloyalty  against  him. 

The  volunteer  force  not  only  had  the  privilege  of 
paying  for  their  own  clothing  and  accoutrements,  but 
were  allowed  full  liberty  to  select  such  styles  and 
colors  as  the  fancy  of  the  members,  or  their  financial 
resources,  would  allow.  The  result  was  a  great  want 
of  tmiformity,  for,  although  the  color  generally  selected 
was  gray— that  being  considered  most  suitable  in 
F^ngtand— the  shade  o^  colour,  quality  of  material, 
and  style  of  facings  were  very  different. 

On  the  evening  of  April  16,  1860,  a  public  roeetinj( 
waa  held  in  Halifax,  Eari  Mulgrave,  the  governor, 
preaiding.  Eari  Mulgrave,  in  his  remarks,  sU^ 
that  there  were  at  that  time  thirty-two  effective 
volunteer  companies  in  the  Province,  with  a  toUl 
strength  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-one 
(2341)  men.  In  the  city  there  were  eleven  (11)  com- 
panies with  a  total  strength  of  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  (868)  men. 

Major  Egan's "  History  of  the  Halifax  Volunteer 
Battalion,"  published  in  1880.  gives  a  full  account  of 
the  development  of  the  Nova  Scotia  volunteer  force. 

On  the  24th  of  April  the  South  Barrack  (now  the 
engineer  barrack)  yard,  was  handed  over  by  the 
imperial  authorities  for  a  drill  ground  for  the  city 
companies,  and  drill  instructors  from  the  regiinenta 
in  garrison  were  furnished,  the  companies  having  the 
use  of  the  ground  on  alternate  evenings;  some  of  the 
companies  also  mustering  on  the  Grand  Parade  for 
morning  drill  at  6.30  a.m. 

On  the  14th  May.  1860,  a  meeting  of  reprcsentativos 
from  the  Volunteer  Artillery.  Hrottbh  Rifles,  Che- 
l)Ucto  Greys,  the  Mayflower,  Halifax,  Irish  and  Vic- 
toria Rifles  and  Hnlifax  Engineers,  was  htid  in  Ueut. 
Halliburton's  office.  Col.  Sinclair,  Adjutant-General 
Nova  Scotia  Militia  presided,  and  Ueut.  Halliburtoii 
acted  as  secretary.  On  motion  by  Capt.  Samuel 
Caldwell,  Halifax  Engineers,  seconded  by  Lieut.  Mac- 
kinlay,  Scottish  Rifles,  it  waa  resolved,  "That    the 


Hadifox  Volunteer  eompMiie*.  be  fonned  into  a  b«t- 
i«tion." 

During  the  summer  of  1»60.  the  Government  having 
((ranted  an  allowance  of  ball  cartridges,  the  city  com- 
panien  proceeded  to  Point  Pleasant  rangB  to  gn  throunh 
their  regular  course  of  position  drill  and  rifle  practice. 
The  "Scottish"  and  the  "(Sreyg"  encamped  on  the 
ground,  but  the  other  companies  marched  down  each 
day.  Sixty  rounds  per  man  was  -he  allowance,  and 
the  scores  of  the  last  twenty  round.>(,  which  were  fired 
under  the  inspection  of  an  officer,  were  returned  to 
headquarters.  For  private  pru-tice  the  price  of 
ammunition  was  £11  7s.  3d.  per  thousand,  caps  two 
shillings  and  eight  pence  half-penny  per  thousand. 
Among  the  regulations  issued  at  this  time  from  head- 
quarteni,wa»  one  allowing  the  sum  of  five  pounds  ($20) 
per  company  to  provide  armories,  and  one  shilling  and 
three  pence  (25  cents)  per  annum  for  the  care  of  each 
stand  of  arms  and  accoutremenu,  and  another  which 
regulated  the  transfer  of  men  from  one  company  to 
another. 

By  a  general  order,  dated  May  3rd,  1802,  Major  J.  W. 
Uurie  (unattached)  was  appointed  Inspecting  Field 
Officer  of  the  Volunteers  and  Militia  of  Nova  Scotia, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  The  duties  of  inspecting 
officer  had  up  to  this  time  been  performed  by  Col. 
Sind-iir,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  adjutant-general. 
In  June  the  volunteer  battalion  made  an  effort  to  secure 
the  services  of  Capt.  Milaon,  of  the  «2na  Regiment, 
as  adjutant,  the  intention  being  to  have  a  paid  ad- 
jutant. The  !(Jea  did  not  meet  v  ith  the  approval 
of  Eari  Mulgrave,  but  Captain  Milaon  was  soon  after 
employed  by  the  Adjutant-general,  and  in  March, 
1863,  appointed  as  Inspecting  Field  Officer,  with  the 
rank  of  lieut.-colonel. 

During  1«62,  great  activity  was  displayed  in  re- 
organising and  enrolling  the  regular  militia  of  the 
province.  "The  Kegulations  and  Oiders  for  the 
General  Management  and  Guidance  of  the  Volunteers 
and  Militia"  shewed  that  the  militia  of  Nova  Scotia, 
previous  to  the  organisation  of  the  volunteer  force, 
was  in  a  very  crude  state,  but,  with  the  military  spirit 
and  trainuig  introduced  by  the  Volunteer  movement, 
a  new  state  of  affairs  came  almut,  and  the  regular 
militia  was  now  organised.  IVeviously  there  was  no 
means  of  getting  trained  officers  for  that  force,  and 
the  commisHiiHw  were  conse<]uently  held  by  men  who 
were,  from  a  military  point  of  view,  in  nmny  cases 
totally  unfit  for  their  position.  From  the  volunteer 
companies  competent  men  were  now  drawn  by  the 
offer  of  commissions  in  the  regimentx  of  militia  and 
paid  drill  instruction  being  introduced,  no  excuse  for 
non-efficiency  was  allowed.  The  Halifax  Iwttalion 
lost  some  of  ita  best  members  at  this  time,  the  tempta- 
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tion  of  a  commission  in  the  militia  taking  many  from 
its  ranks.  At  one  time  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
form  the  counties  into  districts,  an<l  to  place  the 
militia  in  each  under  brigadiers. 

During  the  fall  of  1864,  the  subject  of  reorganisa- 
tion was  taken  up  by  the  officers,  the  term  of  service 
for  which  the  men  had  enrolled  expiring  in  January, 
1H66.  Quite  a  number  of  meetings  were  held,  and 
application  was  made  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
secure  a  grant  from  the  government  to  asMist  the 
volmiteers,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  man  being 
suggested,  that  being  the  amount  allowe<l  the  volun- 
teers in  England  and  Canada.  The  uriform  of  the 
companies,  which  had  now  been  in  use  for  five  years, 
re<|uiring  to  be  renewed,  a  committee  of  officers  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  they  recom- 
mended "Rifle  green"  as  the  most  suititrile  color. 
This  was  adopetd  by  all  the  companies  except  the 
Scottish,  this  company  continuing  to  wear  their  dark 
plaid  clothing. 

During  the  winter  of  1866  overcoats*  were  issued  to 
the  battalion  by  the  government,  and  the  long  "En- 
field" rifle  (muzzle  loader)  which  the  battalion  had 
used  from  its  organization,  was  replaced  by  the  short 
rifle  and  sword  bayonet. 

In  March,  1866,  the  first  Fenian  scare  took  place. 
Rumors  of  an  inroad  by  the  Fenian  Brotherhood  from 
the  I'nited  States  caused  considerable  alarm,  and  the 
departure  of  an  armed  ship  from  New  York,  in  a 
mysterious  manner,  seemed  to  point  to  Halifax  as 
the  scene  of  attack.  The  Halifax  liattalion  was 
called  out  for  active  service,  and  each  company  told 
off  to  ita  post,  the  signal  of  alarm  being  three  guns 
fired  in  succession  from  the  citadel. 

Although  the  fears  of  a  Fenian  invasion  in  March 
proved  groundless,  the  result  showed  that  there  was 
some  cause  for  alarm.  In  consequence  of  an  inroad 
into  Canada  and  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the 
garrison,  the  Halifax  battalion  «as  ordered  out  for 
duty.  One  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  the  proper 
complement  of  officers,  being  detailed,  in  the  following 
proportions:— The  men  were  required  to  provide 
their  own  rations,  and  two  men  for  fatigue  were  told 
off  with  each  guarri,  whose  duty  it  was  to  look  after 
the  provisions;  as  a  rule  the  families  of  the  men  sent 
their  meals  ready  cooke<l  to  the  guard  r«M.m».  By  the 
general  order,  dated  July.  31st  the  liattalion  was 
relieved  from  garrison  duty,  having  8er\ed  from  the 
6th  Jun<*.  By  this  general  order  the  thanks  of  the 
commander-in-chief  were  conveyed  to  the  men.  and 
a  despatch  from  Eari  Carnarvon  expressing  his  ap- 
proval of  the  services  of  the  battalion  was  also  pub- 
lished. 
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How  the  old  Halifax  battalion  canw  to  be  ealM  the 
63rd  in  the  Dominion  active  militia  has  never  been 
latiafaetorily  explained,  the  regiment  being  really 
entitled  to  the  third  place  in  the  roll  of  legimenta  of 
the  Active  Militia  of  Canada,  it  having  had  an  unbroken 
exi«tence  nince  the  14th  of  May,  1800.  The  only  other 
battalion*  aenior  in  Canada  were  the  Ut  Battalion 
"Prinee  of  Wales"  Regiment,  Montreal,  organiied 
November  Irt,  1809,  and  the  2nd  BatUlion  "Queen'a 
Own,"  of  Toronto,  organiwd  26th  April,  1860,  eighteen 
days  before  the  63rd.  (Major  Euan's  History  of  the 
Halifax  Volunteer  Battalion.) 

As  adjutant-general  of  the  militia  of  Nova  Scotia, 
Colonel  R.  Bligh  Hindair,  December  31,  1867,  reported 
on  the  provincial  force,  this  report  giving  a  good  idea 
of  the  organisation   prevailing  at   and  immediately 
prior  to  Confederation.    The  following  extracts  from 
this  report   are   interesting  on   this  account :—"  The 
organisation  is  the  result  of  about  six  years'  work, 
commencing   first    with   the   military   instruction   of 
volunteers  and   militia  officers,  the   men   not   being 
called  out  till  the  latter  were  fit  to  instruct,  in  1863. 
The  whole  avaUable  militia  force  hm  now  been  called 
out  for  five  days'  training  for  five  sucocMive  yean, 
and  the  result  has  been  more  favorable  than  antici* 
pated  from  such  a  limited  period  of  drill.    By  far  the 
mo*  valuaUc  effect  has  bemi  on  Om  officers  of  the 
force,   all   of    whom    passed    examinations    in    field 
exercise  before  receiving  commissions,  and  besides  had 
a  good  deal  of  training  to  qualify  themselves  to  com- 
mand.   Officers    promoted    also    pasMid    the    higher 
grades  of  examination.    The  adjutants  ail  had  to  pass 
the  highest  grade  of  examination,  as  well  as  the  com- 
manding and  field  officers.    Of  230  officers  from  the 
country,  thorou^y  trained  at  headquarters,  during 
the  last  two  ye^is,  a  considerable  proportion  were 
adjutanU  of  regiments. 

"The  Provincial  Army  List  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the 
sute  of  the  organisation.  Officers  are  nominated  to 
serve,  with  acting  rank,  as  cadet«.  until  they  paw  the 
required  examination  for  commisnonR.  Hitherto  these 
examinatioas  have  been  limited  tn  field  exercue. 
Ijght  infantry  has  been  as  yet  little  practiKd,  as, 
irre»pective  of  the  body  of  the  militia  force  being  only 
lately  armed  to  any  consideraUe  extent,  five  days 
only  suffiecK  for  heavy  drill.  Li|^t  infantry  was, 
however,  taught  to  the  officers  trained  at  headquarters! 
and  the  regiments  armed  were  trained  in  it  to  a  limited 
pxti'iit,  during  the  Fenian  afamn." 

"  In  several  previous  reports  I  have  represeiiteti  the 
good  results  which  would  be  derived  from  establishing 
a  reasunalile  anHHmt  of  milit«r>'  instruction  with  prises 
in  all  »oImm)Ii);  far  leas  training  will  have  greater  effect 
as  siMH)  as  the  benefits  of  early  training  begin  to  operate. 


The  college  at  Windsor  and  the  Normal  School  at 
Traro  have  adopted  military  training. 

"  It  is  my  duty  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that 
the  annual  five  days'  training  of  the  whole  force  has  now 
fully  attained  the  object  originally  aimed  at— the  com- 
plete aqptniaation  of  the  whole  force  of  men  of  martial 
age  for  administrative  purposes,  and  giving  them  a 
tolerable  idea  of  parade,  diaeipline  and  marching, 
while  the  more  intelligent  have  gained  an  amount  of 
military  knowledge  which  would  be  useful  if  requited. 
"  It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report 
that  nothing  eould  exeeed  the  willing  and  loyal  spirit  of 
the  militia  of  Nova  Scotia  during  the  five  years  they 
have  been  called  on  to  render  gratuitous  services, 
which  must  have  been  heavily  felt. 

"As  the  final  returns  are  not  complete  at  the  date 
of  rommencing  this  report,  I  take  the  returns  of  1M66 
as  a  base  for  remarking,  that  the  aggregate  training  for 
that  year  (45,767  meh  for  five  days)  was  equivalent 
to  223,835  days.  This  is  equal  to  training  5,720  men 
for  six  weeks. 

"From  drill  experience,  I  can  safely  submit,  that, 
with  intelligent  officers^  and  men,  six  weeks'  con- 
secutive drill  of  five  hours  a  day,  per  annum,  is  the 
most  advantageous  period  of  training. 

"By  a  system  of  service  men  and  reserves,  the 
service  would  be  relieved  of  much  that  now  weighs  on 
individuals  with  inconvenience,  and  no  advantage 
to  the  service.  For  instance,  during  the  constructive 
oigMuaation  of  the  whole  force,  all  under  forty-five, 
had  to  be  called  out  for  drill  at  the  same  time,  and 
business  and  (mvate  convenience  had  to  suffer  in  a 
say  that  is  now  avoidable. 

"Whatever  be  the  periods  of  training  hereafter, 
should  it  not  conflict  with  general  plans,  I  venture  to 
recommend  to  your  Excellency's  consideration  that 
this  year,  subject  to  such  further  orders  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient,  the  whole  of  the  militia  force  of  all 
arms,  excepting  those  between  the  ages  of  18  and  22 
(attained),  be  formed  into  reserve,  for  muster  only 
during  peaee. 

"During  the  past  seawm  a  good  deal  has  militated 
against  militia  training.  Amongst  other  things,  un- 
avoidable politieal  excitement— which  I  need  not 
further  advert  to— and  a  misconception  raised  in  some 
diMriets  that  the  militia  Uw  was  suspended.  The 
raiiitia  regiments,  which  from  the  aliove  causes,  and 
the  advanced  season,  could  not  be  called  out,  will  be 
observed  in  returns. 

"  I  have  reason  to  notice  that  the  amount  of  drill 
performed  by  the  Halifax  volunteer  battalion  under 
the  militia  staff,  has  been  equal  to  former  yean. 

"The  volunteer  artillery,  and  1st,  2iid  and  3nl 
Inigades  Halifax  militia  artillery,  being  inspected  by 
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Li«ut.-Colaiwl  Hwdy,  uid  the  4tb  brigade  by  Lieut  .- 
Cdonel  Sawyer,  are  in  a  good  Rtete  of  dincipline  and 
training.  The  volunteer  artiUery  have  learned  the 
Annatrong  gun  exereiae,  having  a  battery  of  nix  of 
tboieguna. 

"  I  have  to  note  for  your  Exeelleney'*  oonaideration, 
Uokmol  Laurie's  auggeetion  that  voibnteera  be  here- 
af.*r  subaidiied  aerarding  to  the  year'a  work  per- 
formed (ihown  by  diariea),  and  their  eonaequent 
effieieney." 

lieut.-Col.  Laurie,  Inspecting  Field  OfReer,  District 
C,  remarked  in  his  report :— "  I  feel  it  my  duty  again 
to  bring  to  notice  bow  desirable  it  would  be  that  some 
acknowledgement  should  be  made  to  effective  offieera 
of  militia,  who,  often  at  considerable  inconvenience, 
attend  their  annual  28  days'  training,  and  carry  out  all 
the  duties  connected  with  the  organisation.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  well  to  reduce  the  number  of  days' 
training  required  of  them  under  the  present  system,  and 
would  again  suggest  that  they  obtain  the  same  exemp- 
tions as  effective  voiunteen,  from  whom  far  less  duty 
is  required. 

"The  volunteer  companies  were  this  year  inspected 
with  the  regiments  to  which  they  are  attaehed— thus 
gaining  some  knowMge  of  battalion  drill.  A  system 
of  classifying  the  volunteer  companies  so  that  their 
subskly  shouM  be  proportioned  to  their  effieieney  is 
mort  desirable;  at  present  all,  whether  highly  or  in- 
differently trained,  are  classed  under  one  rate. 

"I  am  happy  to  state  that  in  each  county  in  this 
distriet  a  county  rifle  association  has  been  fwmed,  and 
oompetitiona  have  been  heM,  thus  carrying  the  interest 
in  rifle  shooting  much  more  home  to  the  people." 

The  following  flgures  give  an  idea  of  the  effieieney 
of  the  Nova  8eatia  MiUtiaatConfedeiation:— In  1866 
the  total  fint  class  enraUed  were  584)31 ;  in  1867, 89,147; 
increase,  1,116. 

Total  trained  in  1886— Ant  elass,  46,767;  1867,  first 
daas,  41,987;  decrease.  3.770. 

Number  of  officers  with  substantive  rank  in  1867— 
Lieutenant-ookmels,  110;  majors,  171;  captains,  797; 
1st  lieut«manU,  368;  staff,  374. 

New  bunawick  waa  separated  from  Nova  8eotia  in 
1784,  and  had  a  militia  foree  of  iu  own,  but  naem- 
bling  that  of  Nova  Scotia. 

During  the  war  of  1813  a  sort  of  neutnlity  was 
observed  between  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  and 
their  Maine  neighbours 

The  Federal  party,  who  were  dominant  in  Massa- 
chuaett-  and  Maine  at  thb  period,  were  openly  adverse 
to  the  wmr;  and  the  injuries  done  to  commerce  by  the 
embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  final  war  measures  of 
the  democratic  government  at  Washington,  were 
much  reaanted.    Oovemor  Strong,  refused  to  place 


any  part  of  the  state  militia  under  the  orders  of  the 
officers  of  the  general  government.  President  .Madiwm 
then  availed  himself  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in 
February  previous,  which  authorised  him  to  accept 
the  services  of  80,000  volunteers  from  the  different 
states;  and  General  King,  of  Bath.  (Kennebec),  a 
violent  democrat,  waa  sent  to  Eaittport  to  make 
arrangemente  for  raising  three  rcKiments  of  volun- 
teers, in  the  district  of  Maine.  Conventions  and  meet- 
ings were  held,  and  spirited  resolutions  passed  in 
opposition  to  the  general  government. 

As  little  as  possible  was  done  by  the  authorities  of 
New  Brunswick  to  antagonise  their  neighbours. 

About  the  close  of  the  vear  1812,  some  field  works, 
block-houses  and  batteries  were  begun  for  the  defenc^ 
of  the  city  and  river  of  St.  John,  in  New  Brunswick, 
and  a  permanent  pentagonal  work  was  proposed  on 
the  Waahademoiao.  Major  C;eneral  8myth.  who  com- 
manded in  .New  Brunswick,  and  Hir  John  Sherbrookc 
differed  in  opinion  about  some  of  these  fortifications, 
and  Captain  Nieolls,  engineer,  waa  sent  to  the  River 
St.  John  in  consequence. 

The  small  military  foree  in  New  Brunswick  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  reinforced  from  the  declaration 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  the  104th  Regiment  was 
sent  to  Canada,  whUe  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  8th 
remained  in  New  Brunswick.  The  detachments  of 
the  104th  left  St.  John  in  February,  and  the  people 
helped  them  with  sleighs.  Apprehension  of  invasion 
having  made  the  people  in  New  Brunswick  uneasy.  Sir 
John  smt  on  ten  24-pounders  for  the  batteriea  on 
Patridge  Ldand,  which  commanded  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  St.  J(4m,  with  ammunition  and  other  re- 
quiaitea,  and  1,000  stand  of  muskets,  but  the  store  ship 
Diligenee,  in  which  they  were  laden,  was  lost.  She  was 
aeparated  from  H.M.8.  Rattler,  her  convoy,  in  a 
snow  storm.  It  happened  that  400  of  the  mwkets 
were  in  the  Rattler,  and  got  safe  to  St.  John,  but  the 
Diligent,  and  what  was  saved  of  her  eargo,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Sir  John  had  no  meana  of  re- 
placing these  until  more  ordnance  stores  came  fram 
Engbtnd. 

In  New  Brunswick,  the  militia  assisted  the  reguUn 
in  garriaon  duty,  detaehmenta  from  Westmoreland 
going  to  St.  John,  where  the  local  militia  were  also 
embodied. 

According  to  the  New  Brunswick  revised  statutcH  of 
1884,  the  militia  consisted  of  all  white  male  inhabitants 
from  16  to  60.  Each  county  was  a  battalion  district 
and  each  regiment  or  battalion  was  to  assemble  one 
day  in  each  year  "for  inspection  and  exereiae."  and  U> 
"rendesvous  two  days  in  each  year  for  diseipline,"  4c. 
In  1862  a  Militia  Act,  28  Victoria.  Chapter  20,  ww 
passed  which  divided  the  New  Brunswick  Militia  into 


MINISTERS  OF  MILITIA,  1867  to  1880 


I.  Sir  CMTKe  R.  Caiiicr,  July 
S.  The  Hon.  Wm.  B.  V«l.  Sew. 
A.  Tbr  Hon.  I..  K.  I-.  .Vluwn,  Oct.  iqlh,  iHt*  to  Jan.  iMh,  iHMo.      It.  The  Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell',  Jan.   iMh,  ii 


CeoTKe   R.    Carticr,   July   lai,   1II67   to    May   loih,    187J.      i.  The  Hon.  A.  C.  Jonea,  Jan.  iiit,   1B78  to  Oct.  i7ih.   1878. 

.1.  The  Hon.  Wm.   R.  Val.   Sept.     toih.    1874  10  June  lot.   1H78.      4.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Rou.  Nov.  7ih,   1873  to  Sept.  yttti,   1874. 

' to  Nov.  Wh, 


Nora.— It  was 


>  aalMKlary  ponrail  far  i»|»u*atioii  oTtlM  Hoa.  Hii«<i  McDignaM,  MlajMn  fraai  Jiilf  iM,  i»u  lo  Nor.  Mk,  i*|li 


two  damm:— Artivp  Militia,  nwn  fnim  18  to  -W  ymw 
of  aKP,  MedFiitarv  from  4li  to  (Ml  The  Artivp  viilitin 
wan  (lividml  into  (lam  A  (voluntnr  cavalry,  artillpry 
and  rifl«>ini>n);na'w  H  (uiimarrifHi  men  und  wiilow-en) 
without  rhildren):  dant  ('  (married  men  and  widowerx 
with  rhildren.  Claw  A  drillp<l  forAdayitearhyearand  wan 
provi<lnl  with  ammunition  at  the  rxpenw  of  the  pniv- 
inee.  ClaiMw  B  and  ('  were  to  lie  enrolleil  and  nnwter 
one  day  in  eaeh  year.  The  .Se<lentary  .Militia  wan  not 
required  Ut  enroll  regularly. 

The  followinR  extrartH  frcmi  a  re|)ort  liy  Ueut.- 
(Vilonel  (ieonce  J.  .Maunnell.  Adjutant  (ieneral  of  .\ew 
Hrunitwirk  .Militia,  dateil  January  lot.  1M6M,  give  an 
idea  of  the  oricaniution  and  work  of  the  New 
HrunMwirk  foree  jui4t  previmm  to  and  ut  ('<infe«ler- 
ation: — 

"The  volunteen  have  hitherto  U-eii  mimidereil  the 
'advance  guard'  of  the  local  forces,  well  drille<l.  an  a 
rule,  and  when  drilled  ever>-  man  in  funiiNhnl  with  a 
uniform  coat  and  cap  by  government;  they  attend  a 
numlier  of  drillM  annually  to  entitle  th»'m  to  a  ca|>ita- 
tion  allowance,  which  in  intended  to  provide  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  arnw  and  accoutrementM  iiwup<l  to 
them,  but  unhappily,  in  coUHequence  of  tlie  alwence 
of  government  drill  nhedH.  thiH  allowance  in  ina«le<|uate. 
and  hat)  frequently  to  lie  expended  in  obtaining  in- 
Mufficient  accommodation  for  drill  puriNwni  in  Huch 
buildingH  ox  are  available,  and  officers  commanding 
have  hod,  at  their  own  co«t.  to  defray  the  other  neces- 
Hary  expeniWH  of  their  cr)r|w.  Hence.  I  would  remark, 
it  IH  highly  creditable  that  the  volunteen  retain  the 
efficiency  for  which  they  have  Ix-en  justly  cimmiended. 
I  rnuDt  admit  that,  in  Home  caHes  when  volunteers 
•erve  their  time  of  engagement,  they  appear  unwilling 
to  re-engage,  and  in  connequenoe  of  the  inability  of  the 
officer*  to  recruit  to  the  strength  requiml  by  law.  the 
serviee  of  the  corps  are  dispensed  with. 

"  It  is  not  my  intention  to  urge  this  as  an  argument 
against  the  voluntary  system.  I  hold  the  o|)inion 
that  each  ctirps  serves  as  a  sch<Mil  of  instruction  on  a 
small  scale  in  its  own  district.  The  nunilier  of  well- 
drilled  officers  the  volunteers  have  furnished  to  the 
militia,  proves  the  tnith  of  my  assertion;  and  as  the 
services  of  one  corps  ore  dispensed  with,  another  has 
lieen  spei-dily  organiaed,  u  knowle<lge  of  drill  and 
militar>-  ardour  lieing  thus  diffused  over  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  IVovince.  I  grant  that  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  which  is  adniitte<l  to  lie  defective  in  many 
important  particulars,  and  the  consequent  impossibility 
of  success  attending  the  organization  of  u  corps  in  any 
but  a  thickly  settle<l  dlslrict,  or  town,  there  is  a  limit 
to  the  progress  of  the  volunteer  sysU-ni.  und  although 
I  can  with  truth  state  that  our  volimleers  generally 
are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  prolmbly  that  limit  has 


lieen  attaine<i  under  the  present  system.  I  may  state 
that  the  men  comp.wing  the  force  urc.  us  a  general 
rule,  taken  but  fnim  one  class  of  the  community,  all 
are  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  and  when  th«' 
volunteers  were  calletl  out  on  service  during  the  |iast 
year,  the  alisence  of  the  men  fnim  the  usual  avocations 
was  much  felt. 

"His  Kxcetlency  (W>neral  Doyle.  Iieing  fully  aware 
of  the  ctiniparatively  small  nimiliers  of  availaJde  local 
forces.  (l.HtM)  volunteers.  .VN)  honH'  gtmrds),  of  the 
defective  law  enabling  him  to  call  out  the  militia  Imii 
for  one  day's  muster,  and  the  disoilvantages  tmdiT 
which  the  volunteers  servwi.  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  have  a  schenM'  for  training  the  militia,  in  conjunction 
with  the  volunteers,  laid  liefon-  the  legislature  of  this 
pnivince  at  the  la.Ht  session.  un<l  which,  while 
strengthenuig  the  volunteers  as  an  'utlvunce  guard.' 
was  calculated  t<i  furnish  a  drilled  '.■mpiiort '  of  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  active  militia,  the  sedentary 
to  form  the  'reserve.'  I  regret  that  (the  union  of 
the  pnivinces  iTitervening)  His  Kxcellency  was  pre- 
vented from  carrying  this  scheme  out." 

"The  militia  is  dividisl  into  two  classes -active  und 
mMlentary:  the  former  of  these  is  sulslivided  into  three 
classes,  termed  resfieclively  class  A.  li.  and  ('.  The 
volunteers,  or  Hass  A.  of  the  active  militia  consists  of 
cavalrj'.  artillery,  enginwrs.  and  infantrv.  aiul  num- 
liers  2.079." 

"  I  may  ohierve  thai  there  i.«  not  a  government 
magazine  in  the  province.  His  Kxcellency.  .Major- 
(ieneral  iHiyle  olxainetl  authority  fmm  the  Inqierial 
(iovemnM-nt.  to  place  amnuniition.  purchowKi  for  the 
militia,  in  Carleton  Tower.  .Soint  John,  as  a  tcm- 
porar>  measure,  until  a  magazine  Ik-  erected.  There 
is  but  one  militia  store  in  the  provinc*-  (at  Fredericton). 
Considerable  sums  are  |>aid  as  rent  for  a  building  in 
which  to  store  arnw.  accoutrements,  ami  4>ther  govern- 
ment pnqierty.  at  Saint  .lohn.  " 

"The  furnishing  of  uniform,  tunics  and  forage  cajis  to 
'effective'  memliers  of  corps  at  government  ex|)eiise. 
has  Ix-en  a  large  item  in  the  annual  expenditure.  The 
term  'effective'  is.  by  law.  applied  to  thoM>  who  per- 
form at  least  fifti-en  drills  in  each  month.  .Vs  none  but 
effective  memliers  are  provi<le<l  with  government 
uniform,  another  inducement  is  thus  offered  voluntc<-rs 
to  attend  drill  regularly.  I  can  Is-ur  testimony  to  the 
soldier-like  appearance  of  the  men  ut  inspection 
|)ara<les.  .Many  obtuinol  tniiforined  trowsers  at  their 
own  cost.  .\s  the  supply  of  uniform  for  volunteers 
is  limiteil,  »4>  is  that  system  n>garding  it  at  present 
far  from  [lerfcct." 

"Scarcely  a  year  has  elapsed  since  the  eslulilishment 
of  the  I'nivincial  Rifle  Association  by  Hi.«  Kxivlleniy 
.Major-( ieneral     Doyle,    whiidi.    with    the    sulwequent 


fornMrtion  of  «>vm«I  county  rifle  nwtohM  bi  eon- 
nectkm  with  tlip  Miaciattnn,  hao  bmu  •  eum|iit-t« 
mweeM,  uid  nurpMNd  the  txptetAtioii*  of  the  moat 
Mtient." 

"  By  the  proririomi  of  the  MiUtia  Act  pMMd  on  Slet 
M»y.  IMS.  ehuMi  R  mmI  C  raiMirt  of  all  the  nuJe 
inhaliitMta  of  the  province,  (except  eia^  A  Mid 
eertain  esempta)  between  the  aget  of  1§  md  45; 
efaMi  B  being  unmarried  men  and  widoweni  without 
ehildren;  ckM*  C.  married  men,  and  widowwa  with 
chiidMn." 

"  Your  lordahip  being  well  aware  that  no  advantage 
coiilil  accrue  from  the  one  day'i  murter  of  battalioM, 
provided  tar  in  the  existing  law,  was  pieavd  to  order 
it  to  be  diapeneed  with.  However,  eight  battalion*  had 
already  mustered  when  your  excellency's  order  was 
published.  It  is  creditable  to  offieers  and  men  that 
the  attendance  at  muster  parades  has  been  in  any 
respect  satisfactory,  as  the  difficulty,  if  not  impas- 
sibility, of  enforcing  obedience  and  collecting  fines 
under  a  defective  htw,  is  such,  that  in  eases  of  men 
absenting  tbemseves  from  muster,  and  having  escaped 
punishment  by  fine,  a  prMwdent  is  established, 
which  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  absen- 
tees, to  diminish  the  power  of  commanding  officers,  and 
has  an  injurious  effect  as  regards  diarlpline.  That  the 
important  classes  of  which  1  now  treat,  composed 
of  young  active  men,  tlM  'bone  and  sinew'  of  the 
community,  should  be  only  called  upon  under  such  a 
Uw,  and  such  unsatisfactory  circumstances,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  military  strength  of  this  province,  b 
indeed  to  be  regretted.  It  is  true  that  the  efforts 
made  to  instruct  militia  officers,  and  to  drill  a  quota 
from  every  battalion  at  an  annual  camp,  were  accom- 
plished with  a  view  to  facilitate  a  future  system  of 
training,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  these  efforts 
Iwve  been  attended  with  excellent  results." 

"The  principles  upon  which  the  camp  of  instruction 
was  based  were  in  themselves  admirable,  and  were  in 
general  terms: — 

"  1.  That  at  least  fifteen  companies,  consisting  of  3 
officers  and  60  rank  and  file  each,  should  assemble 
annually  for  28  days  at  a  specified  time  and  pbuw. 

"2.  The  men  to  be  drawn,  by  the  voluntary  system, 
ui  equal  proportions  from  every  battalion,  or  in  such 
proportions  as  the  commander-in-chief  should  ikem 
expedient. 


"3.  Any  officer  commanding  a  battalion  failing  to 
furnish  the  required  quota,  must  resort  to  the  draft. 

"  "nie  practical  esseutiaa  of  these  prineiplea  km 
been  attMidsd  with  many  diflieidties,  amongM  otkws 


"  In  consequence  of  the  limited  funds  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  commander-in-«hief,  and  the  nscss 
aarily  huge  sums  required  for  the  transport  of  those 
men  who  reside  in  distant  parta  of  the  provhiee  to  and 
from  camp,  and  for  the  ersetion  m>  htoe  of  a  building 
in  which  to  house  the  assembled  force,  either  the 
course  of  drill  had  to  be  curtailed,  or  a  smaller  number 
of  men  called  upon  to  attend  than  it  was  previously 
considered  deairable  to  have  at  Camp. 

"2.  Although  eommanding  offieers  were  requested 
to  seleet  offieers  and  men  for  duty  at  the  camp  who 
were  residents  in  the  province,  and  whose  services 
would  subsequently  be  avaibble  in  imparting  instruc- 
tion to  their  reapeotive  companies,  it  was  found  that 
this  hclcetion  was  in  some  eases  impracticable,  as  many 
men  of  this  cfaMs  faikd  to  attend,  the  excuse  being 
that  absence  from  thrir  homes  and  ordinary  occupa- 
tions for  a  lengthened  period  would  be  with  ineon- 
venienee  to  themselves;  and  the  vaoaneies  their 
absence  from  camp  caused,  had  necessarily  to  be  filled 
from  the  so-ealled  'migratory  ehus.'  However,  the  draft 
was  not  resortad  to  in  any  instance.  And  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  camp  of  instruction  has  been  the 
means  of  dilTuring  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  drill 
throughout  the  province,  and  of  shewing  the  system  by 
which  the  interior  economy  of  a  battalion  is  con- 
ducted to  those  who  othenrise  would  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  sueh  information." 

"The  only  remaining  class  is  the  ssdentary  mUitia, 
comprWng  all  male  inhabitanta  (rf  the  province,  with 
the  same  exceptions  as  dassss  B  and  C,  between  the 
ages  at  forty-five  and  sixty.  They  are  attached  to  the 
battalions  comprising  the  distrieta  in  which  they 
reside,  and  are  not  called  upon  to  muster,  but  shuuld 
ha  carefully  enrolled  as  Section  39  of  the  Act  pro- 
vides. A  return  of  them  has  been  made  by  tiie  com- 
manding officers  »f  most  battalions,  but  I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  their  numbers,  which,  as 
taken  from  the  returns  would  amount  only  to  7,193." 

The  dress  regulations  of  the  New  Brunswick  militia, 
as  per  order  dated  April  7,  1863,  provided  for  uniforms 
for  the  various  arms  similar  to  those  of  the  British 
army. 


CHAPTER  VIII 

MILITIA  OF  THE  DOMINION 


Thb  Fimt  DoMtifioN  HiunA  Act  and  Amendinu  Lbowlathw.-Thk  Fknian  Raim  or  1870  and  mi, 
Thi!  Rbd  Rivu  Exputmomi,  Thr  NoRrowBar  Rrbeluon,  a«d  tmb  8.)uth  ArBi.AM  Wab.-€ai«ada'. 
DBrawuvB  FoacB  Embmbb  pbom  thb  Experimbntal  Staob. 


TIB  Confedention  of  the  provinoM,  eoiwumm*ted 
in  1887,tuKi,of  eoune,  •  momentoiw  effect  upon 
tbemilitw.  At  •  nutter  irf  fact,  the  derire  to  pro- 
vide BO  Adequate  ■yBtera  of  nstiMial  defence  waa  one  of 
the  main  motivei  whieh  led  to  the  adoption  of  thewheme 
of  Confederation.  For  inatance,  we  find  that  the 
Hon.  John  A.  (later  Hr  John  A.)  MaedooaM,  in  hie 
■peeeh  in  the  United  Canada  Legialative  AMembiy 
February  eth,  186ft,  laid:— "One  of  the  gnat  advant- 
agee  erf  Confederation  ia  that  we  ahaU  have  a  united, 
a  eoeeerted  and  uniform  qrstem  of  defence.  We  are 
at  thia  moment  with  a  different  ntilitia  ayatem  in  each 
ookmy— in  aome  of  the  eokmiea  with  an  utter  want 
of  any  ayrtem  of  defence.  We  have  a  number  of 
aUff  eatabUahmenU,  without  any  arrangement  between 
the  eokmiea  aa  to  the  meana  either  of  defence  or  offence. 
But  under  the  union  we  will  have  one  ayatem  of  de- 
fence, and  one  ayatem  of  militia  oiganiiation.  We 
will  have  one  ayatem  of  defence  and  be  one  people, 
acting  togethfcr  alike  in  peace  and  war." 

At  the  time  of  Confederation  there  were  23,390 
active  militia  maintained  in  the  four  originally  con- 
federated provinoea,  divided  aa  foUowa:— Upper  Canada 
12,1»B;  Loww  Canada,  7,398;  New  Bnmawicic.  1,701; 
Nova  Scotia,  1,002. 

The  "Britiah  North  Amerioan  Act"  (SO  and  31 
Victoria,  Chapter  3)  gave  the  management  and  contnd 
of  the  militia  during  peace  to  the  DiHninion,  whieh 


came  into  being  on  July  lat.  1867,  but  for  aome  montha 
thereafter  the  oM  provincial  militia  organiaationa 
were  maintained  pending  the  drafting  and  adoption 
of  a  militia  act  for  the  entire  Dominion. 

The  flrat  Dominbn  Militia  Act,  (31  Victoria,  Chapter 
xl),  entitled  "An  Act  respecting  the  Militia  and  De- 
fence of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,"  waa  aaaented  to 
May  23, 1868. 

During  the  year  1868,  thia  Act  waa  carried  into  effect, 
and  the  organiaation  eontemfdated  under  iu  pro> 
viaiona,  aaaumed  a  practical  form.  By  that  law  the 
militia  conaiated;— 

1.  "Of  all  tht  male  inhabitanU  of  Canada,  of  the 
age  of  eighteen  yearn  and  upwarda,  and  under  aixty— 
not  exempted  or  disqualified  by  law,  and  being  ft^tiah 
subjectH  by  birth  or  naturaliaation,"  but  Her  Majesty 
might  require  all  the  male  inhabitanto  of  the  Dominion, 
capal^  of  bearing  arms,  to  aerve  in  caw  of  a  levee  en 
maaae: 

The  male  population  ao  liable  to  serve  in  the  militia 
were  divided  into  four  classes: 

The  first  oUun  compriaed  those  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  upwarda,  but  under  thirty  years,  who  wew 
unmarried,  or  widower*  without  children. ; 

The  aeconri  cUmb  comprised  those  c(  the  age  of  thirty 
yeaia  and  upwaiJs,  l-ut  under  forty-five  years,  who 
M>imarried,  or  widowers  without  chikben; 
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Thr  IhinI  dai*  nHnpriMKi  th<M>  of  tht-  acp  uf  thirty 
ytmn  mmI  upwarda,  but  uikIpf  forty-(ivi>  yran,  wtw 
wpTP  marrM,  or  wklowm  without  obiklfm; 

The  fnurth  rlsM  rompriwd  th<iM>  of  thmgntl  fony- 
fivp  yiwn  Mid  upward*.  Iwt  under  aixty  yMra; 

And  the  •bnvr  wm  thp  iifdpr  in  whb^  thr  nwlr 
pnpuhilion  rouki  tM>  raiM  upon  to  mrvf. 

The  militia  wm  divided  into  nrtive  and  rmerve 
mUitia:- 

The  active  militia  ranairted  of  the  "volunteer 
militia."  the  " regular  militia."  ami  the  "marine 
militia."  The  vultwteer  militia  wan  eonipoMnl  of 
n>nm  railed  by  voluntary  enliatment.  The  "ivnular 
iiii.,fia"  wa«  rompoaed  of  men  who  viilunUrily  en- 
liated  to  aerve  in  the  aame ;  or  iif  men  ballottetl  to  nerve ; 
or  of  men  wh<  voluntary  euliated  to  nerve  with  the 
UHottcd  men.  and  of  men  hallotted  to  aerve.  The 
nmr.ne  militia  wa*  cumpnaed  of  aeamen,  aailora.  and 
peraona  whoae  uaual  occupation  waa  upon  any  ateam 
or  aailini  craft,  navigatinii  the  waten  of  the  llofflinian. 
The  reaerve  militia  eonaiated  of  the  whole  i»f  the  men 
who  were  not  aervinK  in  the  active  militia  at  the  time 
l»iNC. 

The  four  provineea  of  which  the  Dominion  waa 
originally  eompoaed.  were  divided  into  nine  military 
dtotricta,  via.:  one  compriainK  the  province  of  Nova 
Hcotia,  one  eompriainft  the  province  of  New  Hrunawick, 
thwe  in  the  i>rovinee  of  Quel)ec.  and  Tour  in  the 
province  of  Ontario.  Theae  nine  miliMry  diatricto 
were  divideil  into  tt  brigade  diviaiona.  and  again 
aubdivided  into  regimental  diviaiona. 

The  Uw  provided  for  annual  paid  drilla  for  40,000 
(ifficem  and  men.  in  addition  to  the  officeni  of  reaerve 
militia,  for  not  leaa  than  eight  nor  more  than  aixteen 
daya.  the  number  being  regulated  by  the  money  vote 
of  Parliament  each  year.  The  men  reciuired  for  drill 
could  be  compriaed  entirely  of  volunteera,  or  if  the 
re<|uired  numlier  waa  not  fumiahed  in  that  way  in  the 
aeveral  diviaiona,  the  men  could  he  drawn  from  the 
reaerve  by  iiallat,  aubject  to  the  excmptiona.  which 
were  rpditc>(l  to  the  minimum. 

Ballott«l  men  could  be  exempted,  on  providing  a 
lUlMliiute.  on  payment  of  tM.  If  the  auhatitute  waa 
drawn  hia  principal  ha<l  to  aupply  hia  place. 

Section  27  provldnl  for  the  calling  out  of  the  militia 
ill  aid  of  the  civil  power. 

Hectlon  28  provided  fpr  the  appointment  of  an 
adjutant-general  of  militia  to  !»  "a  peraon  educated 
to  the  military  profeaaion  and  who  haa  attained  the 
rank  of  field  officer  in  Her  Majeaty'a  regular  army." 
It  waa  imivldnl  that  the  adjutant-general  ahould  he 
charged  with  the  military  command  and  diaclpllne 
(if  the  militia. 


Aa.  prior  to  the  ilnie  of  the  union,  the  aeventi  Pro- 
vineea  had  mUilary  forcM  organiaed  under  local  lawa, 
la  bring  Iheae  orgsniaatiiHia  under  the  direct  authority 
of  the  Itominkm.  aaetkm  7  of  the  new  law  provided  for 
Iheir  rrarganiMtkm  in  the  worda  folkiwiag:— 

"3.  Kvery    volunteer  corpa   duly   auihariaed    pre- 

yUtuMy  to  and  exiating  on  the  day  im  which  ihki  Art 

ahall   come   into  force,   including   the  offieera   com- 

nUaaiaiMid  thereto,  ahall  for  the  purpuaea  of  thki  Art 

be  held  to  be  exbting  and  ahall  lie  continued  aa  aueh, 

aubjert  to  the  provkkma  <rf  thia  Art;  and  within  thiee 

montha  after  the  day  on  which  thia  Act  ahall  come  into 

fjirce,  all  auch  corpa  ahall  be  muaiered  h\  their  captaina 

or  commanding  offieera,  the  |>r>ivial(Hia  of  thia  Act 

ahall  be  explained  to  them,  and  auch  of  the  men  aa  have 

not  prevMNMly  given  notice  of  their  deaire  to  be  dki- 

charged.  ihall  take  the  oath  hereinafter  pnacribMl, 

and  be  enrnlkid  aa  volunteer  mUitia,  and  each  man 

ahaU  aign  a  muater  roll;  and  thereafter  aueh  men  of 

any  volunteer  corpa,  4a  complete  three  yeata,  including 

any  prevwua  continuoua  aerviee  in  the  aame  corpa 

immediately  liefore  auch,  muater,  or  had  aerved  thiee 

yeara  contlnuoualy  in  auch  corpa  immediately  liefoie 

auch   muater.   and   are   diachanH   after  giving   the 

re<|uired  notice,  ahall  not  be  liable  to  he  Mbtted 

for  any  period  of  drill  or  training  of  the  artive  militia, 

until  all  the  other  men  in  the  firat,  aeeond  and  third 

riaaaea  of  militiamen  in  the  company  diviakm  within 

which  they  reakle,  have  volunteered  or  been  balbtted 

to  aerve." 

The  re-enrolment  of  the  volunteer  militia  and  the 
enrolinent  of  the  reaerve  militia,  were  carried  on 
aimultaneoualy. 

In  the  volunteer  force,  aa  it  atood  on  the  lat  October, 
I88S,  there  were  many  men  who  had  completed  their 
perioda  of  aerviee,  and  othera  who  dkl  not  deaiie  to 
re-enrol.  Theae  men  had  the  benefit  accorded  un«fcr 
the  kw  for  prevkiua  aerviee,  and  the  corpa  were  per- 
mitted to  enrol  other  men  aa  volunteen  to  complete 
the  atrength  in  each  inaUnoe  to  the  regulated  atandard, 
or  in  the  event  of  failure  to  maintain  auch  ■  .7:..^  nnent 
of  men  aa  waa  conaidered  neceaaary  for  eftiti-ncy.  If 
any  c«»rpa  became  Inefficient,  It  waa  intentied  they 
ahouki  be  diabanded,  and  othera  were  ralacd  in  atead. 
The  re-enrnlment  of  the  volunteer  militia  waa  highly 
aatiafaetory,  and  in  addition  to  the  old  corpa  pre- 
vioualy  in  exlatenee,  many  new  onea  were  mUiM  te 
the  atrength  in  parta  of  the  country  where  no  local 
ofganiiatio.i  hod  previoua  exlatenee. 

The  Dominion  Rifle  Aaaoclatlon  waa  founded  in  1N68, 
('«l.  Rotaford  lieing  the  firat  IVcaldent. 

The  numlar  of  the  corpa  of  artive  militia,  with  their 
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Ontario,            Total nl all •mw . .  3I,HIA  **  M'"'"^' Kinipibm.  HamiltimMid  lymdon.    Thetwo 

QwW,                      do           . ,    ia|«37  »'•»•"''*  '■••  "•m«l,  fMlIng  ut  draw  a  lullMdnily  nuimr- 

New  Nruiwwlrk.           da           I.VhB  "«*  ••««>«i*n<*«>*  ««iirt»,  wwi.  rloawl  by  ihi' rod  oT  ihf 

NovaHeotla.                 dn                                         'g^  yw-    *"*  «'U»»»r  oT  fadrtii  who  had  up  to   Ill7» 

'"»«  ««»«t«l  rrrtMeatn  by  the  wvrnU  nimmandaiit* 

Unminktn  total   37  170  <"**•»■  '^  '**  »»f»«l»r  army),   who  had  rharsp  of 

-»_    ,         .     .      ,^       .                        *  the  achaola  in  Ontario  and  gwhrr.  rxM>MM  S,au»  of 

Therr  .ppew«l  m,  AhiU  that  the  l.rtd  authori^d  whom  M  p„  rent,  had  fal*n  Br.t.Ha«  eert  fleatT 

Uined  by  v,J„„,ary  enr,Jmen.   in   the  »veraJ  pro.     the  two  IWinee.  ..f  (Juehee  and  (Intario,  Zi  m 

pM«d   with  the  other      In  OnUrio  the  ,,u..ta   wa»  proving*,  that  the  number  oT^i,  l„  Q„,hec  mZ 

.^plele  't  the  emi  „f  the  year.  »nd  in  the  mher  exeeed-  that  «f  th,.--  ftom  OnUrio  .J  eK^^Si 

pn,vi„e«i  the  defirienee.  were  being  ra,Wly  flll«|.  Q«.her  had  the  a,lva„ta,p.  of  «r.t  ell  SrtfBTZ' 

.  '*!?T..'*T'^.       '''•"*'""'**'"«  P*"**  »•  •'•^•W  •**  P"-^««  «»'•»  «ratuitie«  were  aiven  fJ 

dlvurtomi,  whirh  with  few  exeeptiont    were  ideMieal  every  one  in  Ontario 

with    the   eleetoral   divMon.    for   reptei^ntation    by         In  .dilition  to  th.«e  previouelv  in  exi.ten«.,  .ehooU 

Zir  i  iL  "*'/I"'"r""'  "*''  •""'*^  "••"  "'  "'"'••^>  ""«"«•"••"  'oTinfantrv  were  opened  du^J 

zr^ii„fri;M'^  i:."^"""  """t/"*  "*'••"  "*  -^^  "**  ••  »•"'«  -•^  «•  ■»"»'"•  '^--neeti^ 

u      .  ^    «»nip.ny    limit*.    thu«     with  the  itnimenu  of  the  line  «uti.Hied  in  tho»  citiw 

men  wnJIe..  and  abo  beliy  a  guarwitee  that  the  ballot  .uece«ful  operation,  in  each  of  the  eitir.  of  Mont«^ 
when  called  into  uae,  would  be  conducted  with  fainMi     and  Toronto.  »"»"»« 

1^S"fll'/l«i«^  ^.^-      .  In  hf-«nnual«pnrt  forth!. year,  U««t..C.J.  Walker 

The  drill  for  IMMIQ  wa.  performed  in  the  «veral     PbweU,  deputy-adjuUnt  general  of  mUitia.  explained  — 

province,  under  "rden.  «.d  regulation,  having  local     "  A.  an  evidence  of  the  «icce«  which  ha.  att^-wfth. 

law..  In  the  rural  part,  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  th.  ob«rv«d  that  «>m.  five  ve...  ago,  when  it  wa.  d!^ 
ll^'I^n  .I't^'J^TlL'^lf  '^^  °*  T"**  "*^'  '"  "'^'*  ••*  operation;  of  the  yol»nt«.r  .v.tem,  and 
ttot  thnw  rorp.  .n^te  up  of  companie.    (although     viouriy  been  under  training,  the  chief  obstacle  to  The 

dt.JJ  JT  T'"'-  ""t'"  "'*:!•?'  -  -«^  ""-'"« "'  ""P" '» '^  "•«'  »-«••  -  'nicult^ 

act  in  concert.  The  vote  of  .-ight  doUai.  per  man  wa.  commanding  and  driUing  the  men ;  to  provide  for  thi. 
pud  to  each  country  corp.  f«.r  eight  day.  drill  in  eamp,  want  the  M-ho.il.  were  Mtabliidied,  and  the  lemilt  ha. 
the  volunteer,  paying  out  of  that  .urn  the  expen*.     .hown  that  in  every  Higlmental  divl.km  in  Ontario 

t  J^mTlT*  r  '*"I!^,""'  '**^'  *•"'•'  "™'""*^  '"'*  **»**•  *'^'*  •»'»"  »*  -^'ve  militia  are  mjuimi, 
to  from  three  to  fo«r  doHar.  a  man.  com~.e«»  omcer.  can  now  be  found,  and  the  motion 

.„ «;i?^  ^  ^'"'    '^  """^  "•"•  complete, anc     of  initrueton  i.  .0  longer  an  impediment." 

10.000  Mankel.  were  procured  and  added  to  the  public         Toward,  the  eno       the  finrt  year  of  the  exi.tenee 

Slir^StiTd  Tu  T  ^i, •»•*  •»-  ^  "'  '»-  ""-•••""H  ».  .hoae  interejT in  mS 

It  wUl   be  rccaled   that  military  Mhoob  for  the  .r^ilitary  ^-hool.  in  connection  with  the  uniu  of  the 

ir^'^JL?'?^!     ;*.      ."L*"*  "I^"''  «7fWi.hed  Impena.  army  .tationed  in  Canada  wa.  only  a  tem^ 

in  the  year  1884,  after  the  apprehen.ion  of  trouble,  porary  expedient,  and  that  the  time  wa.  drawing  near 

an-mg  out  of  the  Trent  affair.    Tbeee  «.hool.  we«  when  Canada  would  have  to  make ammgemenUTorT 

formed  m  connection  with  regiment,  of  the  regular  ctalrftahment  of  military  .chooh,  of  her  own.    Colonel 

.rm.y.  a   Quebec  »„d  Toronto,  and  to  encounme  can-  H.CJenyn.,  commanding  the  13th  Hu«.i,,  notifiH  the 

didate.  to  apply  for  a.lmimK.n  to  thcM-  «h.K>l..  gra-  .le,Mity  a.ijutant  general  of  militia  that  ii.  minuuioe 

dr':rtSLr  "c*"*,,*"'  •"*••  """i.i"'  '^'"-  -' '""  ••••" "'  "^  •--  «"verni:n;7  :"tCn;: 

dam  certificate..    The  call   wa.  rcponded   to  from     reg„|«.  ,roop«  from  Canada,  hi.  «»imei.t  »a.  about 
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MINISTERS  OF  MILITIA,  1880  to  1896. 


I.  The  Hon.  Sir  Adulphe  P.  Caroi.,  Nov.  8lh,  1880  10  Jan.  jtth,  1892.      •!.  The  Hon.  Sir  Maclcenii«  R»»»tl    I.-   ^,.k    .u- 
10  Dec  sth,  .891.      S    The  Hon.  J.  C.  Patterson,  Dec.  sth,  .»9' lo  Ma?ch  abth/r^S       4    Th«  HoH   if  Kckei  M^^^ 


to  return  to  England,  and  he  was  about  to  sell  hia 
troop  horgee.  Consequently  the  cavalry  school  main- 
tained at  Toronto  could  not  be  carried  on.  Colonel 
Jenyns  remarked  in  his  communication:— "I  do  not 
like  to  resign  the  appointment  of  commandant  without 
specially  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  minister  of 
militia  the  great  zeal  which  I  have  found  exists  in  all 
ranks.  With  very  few  exceptions,  I  have  found  that 
every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and  private 
came  there  to  learn,  and  did  his  best  to  render  himself 
efficient,  and  it  was  quite  surprising  to  me  to  find  how 
much  very  many  did  leam  in  the  short  time  they  were 
under  instruction,  owing  to  their  unremitting  attent=on. 
Although  some  could  hardly  sit  on  a  horse  when  they 
entered  the  school,  a  great  many  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  are  quite  capable  of  drilling 
their  respective  troops,  particulariy  as  a  considerable 
number  of  men  under  them  have  passed  through  the 
cavalry  school." 

During  the  time  the  mUitia  force  of  the  new  Domin- 
ion was  being  organized  the  military  spirit  of  the  country 
was  maintained  at  a  high  pitch  as  a  result  of  the 
continued  threats  of  Fenian  invasions.  Meantime  the 
carrying  into  execution  of  the  home  government's  policy 
of  withdrawing  the  regular  garrisons  was  partially 
suspended,  or  at  any  rate  delayed. 

October  9th,  1869,  all  officers  commanding  battalions 
and  volunteer  miUtia  in  the  Toronto  brigade  district 
received  wammg  to  hold  their  battalions  in  readiness 
to  turn  out  for  active  service  at  short  notice  on  account 
of  another  of  the  periodical  Fenian  scares  of  that  time. 
The  men  of  the  local  volunteer  militia  corps  were 
instructed  to  take  home  their  rifles  and  accoutrements, 
and  the  regiments  were  ordered  alternately  to  mount 
one  sergeant  and  three  men  as  a  guard  over  the  maga- 
zine m  the  Toronto  drill-shed.  October  12th,  in 
accordance  with  district  orders,  the  10th  Royals  and 
Queen's  Own  resumed  evening  parades  as  in  1866,  the 
order  specially  requesting  the  commanding  officer 
to  have  the  regiments  kept  in  hand  without  causing 
alarm.  These  drills  and  guards  were  maintained 
until  January  12th,  1870. 

During  the  year  1870  there  was  a  considerable 
stirring  up  of  the  military  spirit  throughout  Canada 
as  a  result  of  the  Fenian  raids  across  the  Quebec 
frontier  and  the  Red  River  uprising. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1870,  Colonel  P.  Robert- 
son Ross,  adjutant-general  of  militia,  wrote  in  his 
annual  report:— "Although  as  yet  the  mUitary  system 
of  Canada  is  in  its  infancy,  it  may  be  said  at  all  events 
with  equal  truth,  that  if  required  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  the  commander-in-chief  has  but  to  give 
the  order,  and  in  a  very  few  hours  more  than  40,000 
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men  of  the  active  militia,  who  are  at  least  admirably 
armed,  would  stand  forth  to  form  the  first  line  of 
defence,  animated  with  as  much  courage  and  deter- 
ramation  to  defend  their  Queen  and  country  as  has 
ever  been  exhibited  by  any  nation,  and  their  ranks 
might  be  hourly  swelled  by  men  from  the  resenre 
militia.  But  to. enable  the  men  of  Canada  to  fulfil 
with  success  the  sacred  duty  of  defence,  sufficient  time 
for  military  training  ought  to  be  afforded  them.  The 
necessary  reserve  of  arms  and  stores  should  be  at  all 
times  avaUable,  and  an  adequate  and  permanent 
sUf!  maintained  to  secure  their  training  in  time  of 
peaf«,  and  their  guidance  in  time  of  war.  The  ques- 
tioa  of  the  maintenance  and  support  in  a  proper  state 
of  efficiency  of  the  militia  of  the  Dominion  to  under- 
take the  defence  of  the  country,  depends  entirely  upon 
the  liberality  of  Pariiament." 

During  the  year  1870,  events  of  great  importance  in 
connection  with  the  development  of  the  defensive  force 
of  the  Dominion,  and  involving  considerable  action  on 
the  part  of  the  militia  and  the  department,  occurred. 
This  resulted  partly  from  the  attempted  invasion  by 
Fenians  from  the  United  States,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  partly  from  the  necessity  of  raising  and 
organizing  a  mUitia  force  for  service  in  the  then 
Northwest  Territories,  and  despatching  them  to  the 
Province  of  Manitoba,  in  conjunction  with  a  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  regular  troops;  but  chiefly  from  the 
labour  and  responsibility  that  devolved  upon  the 
nuhtia  department,  in  ti-.king  over  the  entire  military 
charge  of  the  country  west  of  Quebec,  consequent  on 
the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  all  parts  of 
the  Dominion  west  of  that  station. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  apprehension  being 
entertained  of  an  intended  Fenian  raid  from  the 
United  States  on  the  southern  frontier,  the  adjutant- 
general.  Col.  Robertson  Ross,  was  called  on  by  Govern- 
ment, to  take  the  necessary  stet>8  to  hold  in  readiness 
such  number  of  the  active  militia  as  might  be  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  emergency.  Col.  Robertson  Ross 
submitted   for  adoption    the   foUowing  measures:—  . 

1st— That  the  four  frontier  battalions  of  active 
militia,  belonging  to  military  district  No.  5,  south  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  west  of  Lake  Memphremagog,  viz.: 
The  60th  Battalion  headquarters  at  Huntingdon 
numbering  29  officers  and  258  non-eommissioned 
officers  and  men;  the  51st  Battalion,  headquarters  at 
Hemmingford,  numbering  31  officers  and  314  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men;  the  62nd  Battalion, 
headquarters  at  Knowlton,  numbering  29  officers  and 
260  non-commissioned  officers  and  men;  and  the  60th 
Battalion,  headquarters  at  Durham,  numbering  21 
officers  and  200  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, 
should  at  once  be  caUed  out  for  active  service,  and 
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plared  upon  frontier  duty  for  the  military  protection 
of  that  part  of  the  country. 

2nd.— That  the  Montreal  Troop  of  Cavalry,  number- 
ing 3  officers  and  30  troopers,  should  be  directed  to 
proceed  at  once  to  Hemminirford,  to  be  employed  on 
p»trol  and  outpost  duty  along  the  frontier,  west  of  the 
Richelieu. 

3rd.— That  the  Cookshire  Troop  of  Cavalry,  number- 
ing 3  officers  and  45  troopers  should  be  sent  by  rail 
(the  roads  at  that  time  being  in  very  bad  condition) 
via  Sherbrooke,  Si.  Lambert  and  Stanbridge,  and 
from  thence  march  to  Frelighsburg,  as  their  head- 
quarters, for  outpost  and  patrol  duty  east  of  Lake 
Champlain. 

4th.— That  the  above  force  should  be  placed  under 
the  immediate  command  of  the  deputy  adjutant- 
general  commanding,  military  district  No.  5,  subject 
to  such  orders  as  he  might  receive  from  time  to  time. 

5th.— That  in  the  event  of  the  regular  troops  being 
ordered  from  Montreal  to  the  front,  all  the  active 
militia  corps  there  should  be  held  in  readiness  to  turn 
out  for  garrison  duty  in  Montreal,  or  for  such  other 
service  as  might  be  required. 

6th.— That  such  portions  of  Col.  Rodier's  battalion 
of  active  mUitia  (the  64th)  as  were  then  equipped 
and  ready,  having  their  headquarters  at  Beauhamois 
should,  together  with  the  St.  Martine  Company,  be 
placed  on  active  service  for  the  protection  of  the 
Beauhamois  Canal,  acting  also  as  supports  and  poste 
of  communication  with  the  Huntingdon  line  of  de- 
fence. 

7th.— That  the  militia  gunboat  "Rescue,"  then  lying 
at  Kingston,  should  be  manned,  armed,  and  traced  on 
duty  at  Preseott,  for  patrol  service  on  the  river  frontier 
of  mUitary  district  No.  4,  and  that  the  gunboat  "  Prince 
Alfred,"  then  lying  at  Goderich,  should  be  likewise 
placed  on  service  and  ordered  to  Samia  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  St.  Clair  frontier. 

8th.— That  the  above  force  should  remain  on  duty 
unta  the  alarm  had  subsided,  and  that  to  ensure 
unity  of  command,  arrangements  should  be  made  to 
enable  the  lieut.-general  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
regular  troops  to  assume  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
militia  so  called  out. 

All  these  recommendations  were  duly  approved  of 
by  an  Order  in  Council,  dated  9th  April,  1870,  the 
command  in  chief  of  the  militia  called  out  being 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lieut.-general  commanding 
the  regular  troops.  yeut.-Col.  Osborne  Smith, 
deputy  adjutant-general  commanding  Military  District 
No.  5  (an  officer  well  acquainted  with  tne  roads  and 
localities  on  the  frontier  of  his  dit  rict,  the  one  then 
most  threatened),  assumed  the  immediate  command 
of  the  force  in  his  district,  proceeding  to  post  the 
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various  pickets,  and  to  make  the  necessary  military 
dispositions. 

On  the  12th  April,  for  the  protection  «f  the  St. 
Clair  frontier,  a  force  of  militia,  consisting  of  a  detni- 
battery  of  field  artillery  (two  guns,  with  35  gunners 
and  drivers),  two  companies  of  the  7th  battalion  of 
infantry  (100  men),  was  placed  on  duty  at  Samia, 
and  the  St.  Thomas  troop  of  cavalry,  40  strong,  the 
Windsor  company  of  55  strong,  and  the  I-eamington 
mdependent  company  of  infantry,  55  strong,  posted 
at  Wmdsor;  the  force  at  Samia  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.-Col.  Shanly,  of  the  London  field  battery 
and  that  at  Windsor  under  Major  Walker,  of  the  7th 
battalion. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  in  consequence  of  additional 
information  received  by  Government,  it  was  considered 
desirable  to  call  out  an  additional  force  of  5,000  men, 
to  be  taken  chiefly  from  military  districts  Nos.  5,  6 
and  7.  To  this  call  the  active  militia  in  those  districts 
at  once  responded  with  promptitude  and  alacrity 
and  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the 
order  very  many  were  assembled  at,  and  all  on  their 
way  to.  their  respective  posts. 

The  remainder  of  the  force  called  out  at  this  time 
was  concentrated  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  except 
that  a  proportion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Brigade  was 
judiciously  disposed  at  certain  vulnerable  points 
along  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  RaUway  by  ite 
commandant,  Ueut.-Col.  C.  J.  Brydges.  Including 
the  troops  on  the  St.  Clair  frontier,  a  force  in  aU  of 
6,000  men  was  stationed  where  required,  in  a  very 
short  space  of  time.  By  returns  received  from  Mont- 
real, dated  20th  April,  upwards  of  2,000  of  the  active 
militia  were  held  there  in  reserve,  ready,  if  required, 
to  support  those  on  duty  on  the  Missisquoi,  Hunt- 
ingdon and  Hemmingford  frontiers,  and  at  Quebec 
1,637  officers  and  men  were  concentrated. 

On  the  21st  AprU,  it  being  considered  by  that  time 
unnecessary  to  retain  the  whole  of  the  force  then  em- 
bodied, on  duty,  orders  were  transmitted  for  the 
release  from  duty  of  all,  with  the  exception  of  the 
SOth,  61st,  52nd,  60th,  and  64th,  and  the  two  troops 
of  cavalry  originally  placed  on  the  southern  frontier 
and  who  remained  at  their  posts  until  the  29th  April 
when  they  were  also  withdrawn.  The  gunboat^ 
Rescue"  and  "Prince  Alfred,"  however,  were  stUl 
Kept  on  their  respective  stations. 

About  the  middle  of  May  rumours  of  Fenian  invasion 
from  the  United  States  again  became  current,  and 
although  at  first  many  disbelieved  in  the  probai.ility 
of  such,  it  soon  became  evident  from  the  active  mili- 
tary proceedings  adopted  by  the  Fenians  in  con- 
centrating arms  and  war  material  on  the  frontier 
that  mischief  was  irtended.    On  Mav  24th,  then  being 


celebrati^  u  the  anniverwry  of  Her  Maje.ty'8  birth- 
Uay  by  the  inhabitants  and  militia  in  the  l.»e  cities 
hmughout  ,^  .  Dominion,  the  fact  of  the  p,^n«,  of 
the  myaden  at  different  point*  on  the  frontier  becom- 
.ng  actuaUy  known,  the  nece««iry  orde«  were  issued. 
A  sufficient  number  of  tae  active  militia  was  called 
out  m  the  dUtricts  th«,atened,  those  ita  districts  5,  6 
and  7  bejng  brigaded  with  the  regidar  ;,«op«  under 
the  .mmediate  orders  of  the  Lieut.-Oeneral  commanding 
the  Bntjsh  troops,  (General  Lindsay),  who,  by  virtue 
of  an  Order  m  Uuncil,  dated  24th  May,  again  assumed 
thecommand  m  chief  of  the  militia  forces  so  called  out 
On  exposed  points  of  the  frontier,  wh.^r*  no  regular 
troops  were  at  hand,  the  n«,cessary  protection  wL  at 
once  furnished  by  the  men  of  the  militia.    On  the  St 
Uair  frontier,  Sarnia  was  occupied  by  322  infantry 
and  a  demi-battery  of  field  artUlery  frr,m  London; 
Windsor  by  234  mfantry,  and  patrols  of  cavalry  or 
mounted  riUemcn  established  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
of  these  places     The  co-operation  of  the  militia  gun- 
boat    Prmce  Alfred"  on  this  line  of  frontier,  could 
not  upon  the  occasion  of  this  second  alarm  be  ob- 
tained^that  vessel  (which,  during  the  winter  months, 
had  been  altered  and  converted  into  an  effective  fight- 
ing craft,  armed  with  four  guns,  and  fitted  with  iron 
shutters  to  protect  the  gunr.er8  from  rifle  fire),  being 
employed  at  the  moment  in  connection  with  the  Red 
River  expedition. 

On  the  Niagara  frontier,  a  force  of  1,159  men,  in- 
cluding the  WeUand  field  battery  of  artillery,  with  four 
guns,  was  judiciously  posted  by  Lieutenwt-Colonel 
Dune,  the  deputy  adjutant-general  of  militia,  militarv 
district  No.  2. 

^  The  defence  of  the  St.  Uwrence  River  frontier  from 
Brockyille  eastwards  to  Cornwall  and  Vaudreuil 
was  likewu*  provided  for  by  the  mUitia  alone,  with 
great  rap.dity;  a  force  of  2,230  officers  and  men  with 
a  field  Uttery  of  four  guns  occupying  Cornwall,  its 
line  of  canal,  and  the  towns  of  Pi^cott  and  Brock- 
ville. 

As  the  Dominion  militia  gunboat  "Rescue,"  whose 
usual  station  was  at  Kingston,  was  also  employed  with 
the    North-West   expedition,    and   not   available   to 
co-operate  in  the  defence  of  this  portion  of  the  river 
frontier,  authority  was  obtained  to  hire,  at  Brockville 
a  smaU  steam  vessel,  and  after  placing  on  board  one 
six-pounder  gun,  with  a  smaU  detachment  of  militia 
Mtillery    she  was  despatched  to  Prescott,  and  sub- 
sequently to  Cornwall,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
deputy  adjutant-general  of  militia  of  military  district 
No   4  (who  was  charged  with  the  command  there) 
ready  to  mterceot  the  landing  of  any  hostUe  forw- 
and  If  such  force  had  knded,  avaUable  to  act  on  its 
Ime  of  communication  and  cut  off  its  retreat. 


Four  hundml  and  seventy  officers  and   men   w.-re 
likewiHe  called  out  at  Kingston. 

On  May  25th,  at  a  place  calM  EccIph  Hill  i„ 
m^vance  of  Cock's  Comen.,onthe  Mi«i».,uoi  fronrier 
tne  hrst  attempt  during  the  year  1870  to  invade  the 
territory  of  the  Dominion  was  made,  but  the  inva.len. 
were  mstantly  met  with  gallantrj-  and  repulsed  with 
toss,  ,n  the  act  of  crossing  the  line  from  the  State  of 
Vermont,  by  »  small  force  of  the  Canadian  militia. 
«.ng  of  forty  men  of  the  60th  (or  Missisquo 
«««alion).and  37  farmers,  resident  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, (the  only  officers  on  the  ground  at  the  moment 

^kTLTtf"!:  "«">'*'"•-'  Ml^  who  commaS 
the  60th  Battalion,  and  Captain  Bockus  of  the  same 

'ZTJi^^-  T.,'"^  ***"  P^'viously  judiciously 
posted  by  Lieut.-Coi.  Osborne  Smith,  deputy  adjutant 
general,  commanding  the  militia,  in  military  district 

On  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  apparently  about  200 

m  number,  across  the  frontier,  the  leading  man  was 

immedmtely  shot  dead,  and  several  othe™  wound^ 

(some  of  wBom  were  subsequently  reported  dead) 

and  the  rest  speedUy  retired  in  disorder.    At  6  p  m 

on  the  same  day,  Lieut.-Col.  Osborne   Smith    having 

m  the  meantime    arrived   with  reinforcements,   the 

mvaders  were  driven  out  of  certain  house,  ori  the 

boundary  Ime   in  which  they  had  ta"  .a  refuge  after 

their  repulse  m  the  morning,  and  being  already  de- 

moralued,  fled  in  aU  directions,  seeking  shelter  in  the 

neighbormg  woods,  throwing  away  their  arms  and 

amjMunitioi.,  and  having  one  of  their  leaders,  called 

Donnelly,  and  styled  as  general,  womided.    They  also 

abandoned  a  smaU  field  gun,  which  they  had  fire^ 

™H'7n  •**"T  '^  *^''""'«'  »«''  '^hich  sub- 
sequently feU  mto  the  hands  of  the  Canadians. 

N-w  V  i,^"*  "'^'  •""*''*'  ^y  '«»•»  '»»«  Bute  of 
New  York,  ^m  crossed  the  border  in  arms,  at  Hol- 
brooks,  or  Trout  River,  near  Hinchinbrook,  on  the 
Huntingdon  frontier,  but  were  instantly  engaged  and 
dnven  back  with  rapidity  across  the  lin^  by  Tne 

ZTTrn^L^''''^''  '^'^  '^«'««'"''  'hen  forming 
P^  of  the  Quebec  garrison,  and  the  50th  (Huntingdon) 
Battalion  of  active  militia. 

«n1!'!!°!f  fii"®!*^  recognition  of  the  services  of  the 
rank  and  file  who  participated  in  the  repulse  of  the 
«.ders  was  decidedly  tardy,  the  «rvice  medal  no 
being  issued  until  1900,  the  British  government  did 

^rvS  r  K  'T'"  "^"""^  '''  »PP"^«tion  of  the 
services  of  the  Doimmon  militia  officers  who  held 
responsible  commands  on  the  Quebec  frontier  during 
the  n»,ds.  October  20,  1870,  a  very  interesting  rer^ 
rZa^'  '"Tn^J*"  "^  reception-room  y;t 
the  ^^""^  ff'  **""*'*'''  ^'"'»  «»  investiture  of 
the  msignia  of  Compwucn  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael 
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and  St.  Oeorge  wan  held  by  Hig  Excellnncy  the  Govern- 
or-General, Lord  Liggar.the  recipients  being  Lieut.-Cols. 
ORborne  Mmith,  Fletcher,  and  McUachran.  This  was 
ihc  first  occBs.on  on  which  the  decorations  of  the 
then  new  order  had  been  offered  to  any  in  the  Britbh 
colonies. 

Before  handing  over  the  insignia  of  the  Order,  His 
Excellency  delivered  a  speech  in  which  he  remarked 
that  the  Imperial  government  had  marked  the  public 
spirit  displayed  by  the  Canadians,  and  before  any 
communication  from  hiw  could  reach  Her  Majesty's 
ministers,  they  had  resolved  to  confer  the  order  on 
any  Canadian  mUitia  officer  who  might  be  deservinc 
of  it. 

His  Excellency's  subsequent  remarks  are  historically 
interestmg  as  mdicating  the  routine  followed  in  pro- 
curing these  honors  for  the  gentlemen  concerned,  and 
as  specifying  the  exact  services  for  which  the  honours 
were  conferred. 

His  ExceUacy  said:— "1    was    particularly    asked 
whether   there    were   any    officers    in    command  of 
the    colonial    forces    who  were  actually  engaged  in 
the  recent  repulse  of  the  Fenians  on  the  frontier,  whom  I 
would  recommend  on  that  account  for  the  honor  of  a 
Companionship  of  the  Order  of   ?     Michael  and  St. 
George,  and  I  stated  that  there  were  gentlemen  whose 
names  I  should  be  happy  to  have  the  opportunity  for 
submitting  for  consideration  under  the  circumstances, 
feeling  assured  as  1  did,  that  the  conferring  rewards 
upon  them  would  have  an  excellent  effect  throughout 
the  Dominion,  animate  and  encourage  the  volunteer 
militia,  and  be  received  with  the  utmost  gratitude 
in  all  quarters  as  a  gracious  boon  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty.    Accordingly    1    communicated    with    the 
lieut.-general  in  command,  the  Hon.  James  Lindsay, 
and  the  Honorable  the  Minister  of  Militia,  Sir  George' 
E.  Cartier,  and  in  accordance  with  their  views,  I  re- 
commended for  the  distmction  in  question  the  names 
of    the    gentlemen    foUowmg:— Lieut.-Col.    WUliam 
Osborne  Smith,  deputy  adjutant-general  of  militia,  6th 
district,  who  commanded  on  the  Missisquoi  frontier, 
arranged  the  defence  of  Eccles  Hill,  and  provided  for 
the  defence  of  that  poet  on  the  25th  May;  was  present 
there  in  command  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
when   skirmishing   took   place.     Lieut.-Colonel    lohn 
Fletcher,  brigade  major  of  St.  John's  militia  brigade 
district,    was    in    command    on     the     Huntingdon 
frontier  previous   to   the  arrival    of  Her   Majesty's 
69th  regiment,  when  Col.  Bagot,  the  officer  commanding 
that  regiment  assumed   the   command   of  the   field 
force.    Col.   Fletcher  accompanied  the  troops  when 
advancing  to  attack,  and  though  not  in  command, 
was  present  with  the  advanced  guard  when  it  drove 
the  Fenians  across  the  border.    Lieut.-Col.   A.  Mc- 


Eachran,  eomnunding  SOth  Huntingdon  Borderers, 
commanded  on  the  Huntingdon  frontier  until  the 
arrival  of  Lieut.-Col.  Fletcher;  commanded  his  own 
corps  when  it  drove  the  Fenians  across  the  border 
at  Trout  River.  Lieut.-Col.  Brown  Chamberlin,  M.A., 
D.C.L.,  commanding  both  Missisquoi  battalion  of 
militia,  commanded  at  Eccles  Hill,  and  drove  the 
Fenians  back  when  they  crossed  the  frontier,  and 
attacked  the  position  named  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
25th  of  May. 

"Lord  Kimberly,  who  had  in  the  meantime  sue- 
ceeded  Lord  Granville  at  the  Colonial  Office,  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  my  despatch,  submitting  the 
names  of  the  four  officers,  and  strongly  recommending 
them  for  the  distmction  named.  In  reply.  Lord 
Kimberly  stated  that  he  had  much  pleasure  in  sub- 
mitting the  names  of  the  four  gentlemen  to  the  Queen 
for  the  Royal  approval,  and  Her  Majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  that  the  decoration  should  be  offered 
to  them." 

It  speaks  volumes  for  the  efficiency  of  the  newly 
created  militia  department  that,  while  arrangements 
were  being  made  for  the  mobilisation  and  equipment 
of  the  powerful  force  idaced  in  the  field  to  resist  the 
Fenian  raiders,  plans  were  progressing  concurrently 
for  the  raising  of  a  force  to  restore  order  in  the  new 
Red  River  Province,  or  Manitoba.  Of  course,  the 
department  had  the  great  advantage  of  the  cheerful 
assistance  of  the  staff  and  the  departmental  organisa- 
tions of  the  British  re;  ular  troops  still  remaining  in 
Canada,  and  the  imperial  riiaga-tines  were  drawn  upon 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Still  the  *ork  accomplished 
this  year  by  the  new  milita  department  and  staff  was 
extremely  creditable,  both  in  connection  with  the 
successful  resistance  of  the  Fenian  raids  and  with  the 
suppression  of  the  half-breed  uprising  in  the  Red 
River  Valley. 

From  1670  untU  1869  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
asserted  jurisdiction  over  the  vast  region  which  com- 
prises the  provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta  and  the  Northwest  Territories.  Thanks  to 
the  intervention  of  the  British  Government,  and  for 
certain  considerations,  the  company,  March  9,  1869, 
relinquished  its  charter  and  its  authority  over  the 
whole  region  of  Rupert's  Land, or  the  Hudson  Bay 
Territory,  on  the  understanding  that  the  territory 
was  to  be  transferred  to  the  Dominion.  A  deUy  in 
the  issue  of  the  proclamation  announcing  the  transfer 
was  productive  of  much  trouble. 

The  first  attempt  to  raise  a  Canadian  militia  force  in 
Manitoba  was  during  the  stirring  winter  of  1869-70. 
Louis  Riel  and  his  followers  were  running  things  with 
a  high  hand  in  Fort  Garry  or  Winnipeg.  The  Honour- 
able  William   MacDougall,   the   Lieutenant-Governor 


(Intignate,  wan  making  bin  renideiicp,  for  the  •imo 
being,  acram  tho  internatiiuial  frontier  at  I'emliina. 
being  forbidden  by  RielV  government  to  enter  the 
country.  The  expected  pnM-lamation  by  the  Queen 
announcing  the  transfer  of  Rupert's  Land  to  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  had  not  been  receive'l,  and  even 
loyal  Canadians  residing  in  Manitoba  doubted  whether 
they  had  any  legal  right  to  oflfer  armed  as-sistance  to 
the  men  who  ha<i  assumed  the  authority.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  remained  the  only 
constituted  authority  in  the  colony.  Meantim<>  Riel 
had  armed  his  men  with  the  weapons  left  in  Fort 
Garry  by  the  last  detachment  of  British  troops  whr 
had  been  in  the  country  (1). 

On  the  first  of  December,  Mr.  Macdougall,  with 
some  of  those  of  his  party,  crossed  the  frontier  and,  in 
British  territory,  issued  a  proclamation  assuming  the 
duties  and  authority  of  lieutenant-governor  in  virtue 
of  a  commission  issued  to  him  at  Ottawa,  and  knowing 
the  first  of  December  had  originally  been  decided  upon 
as  the  date  for  the  transfer  of  the  comitry  from  the 
Hudson  &y  Company  to  the  Dominion  "of  Canada. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  date  for  this  event  had  been 
postponed,  but,  being  out  of  direct  communication 
with  Ottawa,  he  could  not  keep  himself  informed  of 
the  course  of  events. 

The  same  day  as  he  issued  this  proclamation,  Mr. 
Macdougall,  in  virtue  of  the  assumed  authority  con- 
ferred by  his  own  commission,  issued  a  commission  to 
Lieut.-Col.  John  Stoughton  Dennis,  appointing  him 
to  be  his  "  Lieutenant  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace, 
in  and  for  the  Northwest  Territories."  Colonel  Dennisj 
who  had  charge  of  one  of  the  Dominion  Government 
survey  parties  which  had  started  to  survey  the  country 
in  anticipation  of  its  regular  transfer  to  the  Dominion, 
had  been  connected  with  the  old  Upper  Canada  militia, 
and  had  figured  prominently  in  the  operations  in  the 
Niagara  Peninsula  in  connection  with  the  Fenian 
raid  of  1866-67. 

The  commission  issued  to  Colonel  Dennis,  after 
setting  forth  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  colony  and 
explaining  his  selection,  proceeded:— "I  do  hereby 
authorize  and  empower  you  as  such  to  raise,  organize, 
ann,  equip  and  provision  a  sufficient  force  within  the 
said  Territories  and  with  the  said  force  to  attack, 
arrest,  disarm  or  disperse  the  said  armed  men,  so 
unlavrfully  assembled,  and  disturbing  the  public  peace; 
and  for  that  purpose,  and  with  the  force  aforesaid. 


Of^  ilbi.'J^"l»ir'*ti*""^"H"'yyZ"**""**"  »*>    flaaitolHi  via  the 
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to  assault,  fire  upon,   pull  down  or  break  into  anv 
fort,  house,  stronghold  or  other  place  in  which  said 
armi-d  men  may  be  found;  and  1  hereby  authorize  you 
as  such  Lieutenant  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace,  to 
hire,  purchase,  impress  and  take  all  necessary  clothing 
arms,  ammunition  and  supplies,  and  all  cattle,  horses 
wagons,  sleighs  or  other  vehicles  which  may  Ix-  re^ 
quired  for  the  use  of  the  force  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid : 
and  1  further  authorize  you  to  appoint  as  many  officers 
and  deputies  imder  you,  and  to  give  them  such  orders 
and  mstructions  from   time  to  time,  as  may  !»  found 
necessary,"  etc.,  etc. 

This  was  surely  a  comprehensive  enough  commission 
but  unfortunately,  apart  altogether  from  its  doubtful 
authority,  the  means  for  giving  it  effect  were  decidedly 
meagre,  Riel  having  the  chief  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition  in  the  country  under  his  hands. 

Colonel  l>ennis  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  give 
effect  to  his  orders.  On  December  Ist,  he  was  at 
Wmnipeg,  and  on  the  2nd  he  reached  the  Stone  Fort 
or  Lower  Fort  Garry,  a  Hudson  Bay  post  twenty 
mUes  down  the  river  towards  Lake  Winnipeg.  By 
eight  o'clock  that  evening  there  were  70  young  men 
assembled  in  a  large  room  in  an  upper  part  of  one  of 
the  buildings  of  the  fort,  and  they  were  given  an 
hour's  drill.  A  guard  for  the  fort  volunteered  for  the 
night  from  those  present,  which  was  increased  by  a 
reinforcement  from  CTiief  Prince's  band  of  christianized 
Indians  of  some  70  to  100  men.  Colonel  Dennis  sent 
all  of  the  Indians  home  except  the  chief  and  50  men 
whom  he. retained  to  serve  a«  a  permanent  guard  for 
the  fort,  considering  it  safer  to  avail  himself  of  their 
services  in  that  way  rather  than  to  have  them  exposed 
to  any  actual  fighting. 

Reporting  that  night  to  Mr.  Macdougall,  Col.  Dennis 
explained  that  he  proposed  to  organize  a  full  battalion 
of  mfantry  throughout  the  cclony,  he  to  have  the 
immediate  command,  with  .Major  C.  W.  Boulton  a 
former  officer  of  H.M.  lOOt!.  Regiment,  who  was  one 
of  the  staff  of  his  surveying  party,  as  second  in  com- 
mand. Dennis  also  reported  having  called  in  Messrs 
Hart,  C.E.,  and  Webb,  C.E.,  with  their  surveying 
parties,  to  assist  in  organizing  the  forces,  most  of  the 
surveyors  having  been  through  the  military  schools 
which  had  been  conducted  by  the  imperial  troops 
when  quartered  in  the  older  provinces.  The 
colonel  expected  to  have  a  military  school 
man  to  command  each  one  of  the  companies 
The  other,  and  more  subordinate  officers,  he  intended 
to  let  the  men  select  from  among  themselves. 

While  Colonel  Dennis  requisitioned  and  purchased 
arms,  supplies  and  ammunition,  he  commissioned 
Major  Boulton  to  visit  the  various  parishes,  supervise 
the  enrolling  of  the  companies,  appoint  the  officers 
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»nd  drill  thptn.    Then,  wan  a  very  gfUfnl  nmnmne 
to  the  call. 

Thi*  force  had  but  a  rhequered  and  brief  career 
the  averaite  iiumlier  a  dayn'  service  performe.1  by 
ihotie  enrolled  belnR  four. 

TIm-  activity  of  C-olonel  Dennia.  Major  Boulton  and 
their  offioem  cauml  much  rtir  throughout  the  country 
and  particulariy  in  jrt  Garry  and  Winnipeg.  DennU 
was  anxious  to  avoid  a  collinion  until  he  had  a  suffi- 
ciently large  and  well-formed  force  in  hand  to  guarantee 
complete  nuccem,  and  meantime  he  urged  caution  upon 
hi»  subordinate!!.  Hut  so  much  drilling  and  organiiing 
in  a  slim  community  could  not  go  on  unnoticed.  Riel 
called  in  hissympathiiers.and  there  was  an  unexpectedly 
generous  response.  Nothing  succeeds  like  success, 
and,  while  this  encouraged  the  French  half-brveds  and 
other  disaffected,  it  had  an  opposite  effect  on  the 
timorous  and  indifferent.  Among  the  whit*  popula- 
tion were  many  loyal  British  subjects  who  rightly 
doubted  the  legality  of  the  position  of  either  Mr 
Macdougall  or  Colonel  Dennis.  WhUe  matters  were 
in  this  condition  things  came  to      crisis  in  Winnipeg. 

l)r.  8chultx  (afterwards  8ir  John)  was  the  leading 
spirit  in  the  colony  in  opposition  to  the  Kiel  movement, 
and  in  his  warehouse  was  stored  a  large  quantity  of 
Canadian  government   provisions   brought   from  the 
east  to  supply  the  various  survey  parties  and  the 
workmen  on  the  government  roads.    Riel  had  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  take  possession  of  these  valuable 
stores,  whUe  to  protect  them  the  enrolled  volunteers 
and  others  had  assembled  and  established  themselves 
in  the  warehouse  and  other  buildings  in  the  vicinity. 
Saturday,  December  4th,  Major  Boulton  arrived,  andi 
taking  command,  told  the  men  off  into  guards,  etc. 
The  same  night  orders  arrived  from  Lieut.-Col.  Dennis 
to  abandon  the  premises  and  stores  and  withdraw  to 
the  Scotch  church,  where  they  were  to  serve  as  an 
outpost  and  rendezvous  for  the  loyal  in  case  of  any 
demonstration   being  made   by  Kiel's  party  on  the 
lower  settlement.    Dennis  feared  that  the  presence 
of  the  force  on  Dr.  Schulti's  premises,  in  such  close 
proximity  to  Kiel's  headquarters,  would  provoke  a 
coUision.    The  next  day  Boulton   proceeded  to  the 
Stone  Fort  to  consult  with   Dennis,  the  latter  per- 
sisting in  his  orders  for  the  abandonment  of  the  posi- 
tion in  Winnipeg.     On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  Dennis 
reiterated  his  orders  to  the  "enrolled  Canadians"  in 
Winnipeg  to  leave  the  town  and  establish  themselves 
at  Kildonan  school-house.     How  Dr.  Schultz  and  his 
.men  persisted  in  remaining,  how  they  were  surrounded, 
surrendered  and  were  made  prisoners  is  a  matter  of 
Canadian  historv. 

Tuesday,   December  7th,  Colonel   Dennis  received 
from  Mr.   Macdougall  a  proclamation  directing   the 


former  officials  of  tlie  cilony  to  cimtinue  to  discharge 
their  several  duties    as  previous  to  the   1st  instant 
and  by  Thursday,  9th.  having  become  convince.1  that 
It  was  useless  longer  to  enterUln  any  expectation  of 
being  enabled  to  get  a  reliaMe  force  with  which  to  put 
down  the  party  in  arms,  Dennis  issued  a  proclamation 
which,  after  reciting  the  expressed  wish  of  the  "French 
party"  to  cmfer  with  Mr.  Macdougall,  went  on  to 
say:— "Under  the  belief  that  the  French  party  are 
sincere  in  their  desire  for  peace,  and  feeling  that  to 
abandon  for  the  present  the  call  on  the  loyal  to  arms, 
would,  in  view  of  such  communications,  relieve  the 
situation  from  much  embarrassment  and  so  contribute 
to  bring  about  peace  and  save  the  country  from  what 
will  otherwise  end  in  universal  ruin  and  devastation, 
I  now  call  and  order  the  loyal  party  in  the  Northwest 
Territories  to  cease  from  further  action   under  the 
appeal  to  arms  made  by  me;  and  I  call  on  the  French 
party  to  satisfy  the  people  of  their  sincerity  in  wishing 
for  a  peaceable  ending  of  aU  these  troubles  by  sending 
a  deputation  to  the  lieutenant-governor  at  Pembina, 
without  unnecessary  delay." 

That  was  only  forty-five  years  ago,  and  in  these  days 
of  direct  rail,  telegraphic  and  telephonic  communica- 
tion, it  is  almost  hard  to  believe  that  it  was  December 
18th  before  Mr.  Macdougall's  report  of  his  doings  in 
the  first  ol  that  month  reached  Ottawa.  When  the 
report  reached  the  capital,  as  may  be  supposed,  it 
created  great  consternation,  for  the  transfer  of  authority 
had  been  postponed  untU  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
was  prepared  to  transfer  not  only  its  own  rights,  but 
the  territory  itself,  to  Her  Majesty. 

December  4th,  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  Secretary  of  State 
wrote  Mr.  Macdougall  in  part:— "As  it  would  appear 
from  these  documents  that  you  have  used  the  Queen's 
name    without    her    authority-«ttribnted    to    Her 
Majesty  acts  which  she  has  not  yet  performed-and 
organiMd  an  armed  force  within  the  territory  of  the 
Hudson-Bay  Company,  without   warrant  or  instruc- 
tions,  I  am  commanded  to  assure  vou  that  the  grave 
occurrences  which  you  report  hav?  occasioned  here 
great  anxiety.    The  exertion  of  military' force  against 
the  misguided  people  now  in  arms,  oven  under  the 
sanction  of  law,  was  not  to  be  hastily  risked,  con- 
sidering the  fearful  consequences  which  might  ensue 
were  the  Indians,  many  of  them  but  recently  in  con- 
tact with  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring 
states,  drawn  into  the  conffict.    But  as  the  organisa- 
tion and  use  of  such  a  force  by  you  was,  under  the 
circumstances,  entirely   illegal,   the  governor-general 
and  councU  cannot  disguise  from  you  the  weight  of 
responsibility  you  have  incurred." 

In  short,  the  first  militia  enrolled  in  what  is  now 
the  Provmce  of  Manitoba,  under  Canadian  authority, 


wiM  raiMNl  in  »n  alMolutely  imvJar  way  •ml  nm- 
trwy  «o  thp  Ibwm  ami  iim^  of  Caiiwla.  aiul  mtrv  thuii 
that.  raiMHl,  armed  ami  drillwl  l^fore  the  Canailian 
goveninient  had  the  leawt  authority  in  the  rulony. 

Theiw  waa  no  doubt  an  to  the' legal  utatuii  or  the 
practical  efficiency  of  the  next  Canadian  militia  luiitu 
"eon  in  the  Red  River  Valley,  the  two  battalions  of 
("anadian  militia  which  formed  part  of  (Colonel  (ianiet 
Wol)ieley'«  hintoric  expedition  of  1870. 

These  two  battalions  were  raised  under  the  Dominion 
Mihtia  Act,  31  Vic,  Chap.  40,  and  beinK  "Rifles." 
wore  a  uniform  in  all  essential  respects  similar  to  that  of 
the  aoth  Royal  Rifles,  the  first  battalion  of  which 
corps  formed  part  of  the  expedition. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1870.  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Dominion  government  to  raise  and  despatch  a  mili- 
tary  contingent,  in  conjunction  with  a  portion  of 
Her  Majesty's  regular  troops,  to  the  Fort  Garry.  In 
accordance  with  instructions  received,  Colonel  Robert- 
son Ross,  the  adjutant-general  of  militia,  submitted  a 
scheme  of  organiiation  for  the  Dominion  force  required 
(750  men),  which  was  duly  approved  of  by  an  Or- 
der-in-Council,  dated  16th  AprU,  1870,  and  adopted. 

In  that  report  it  was  recommended  that  the  Do- 
minion contingent  should  consist  of  two  battalions  of 
riflemen,  to  be  designated  respectively  the  1st  or 
Ontario  Battalion  of  Rifles  and  the  2nd  or  Quebec 
Battalion,  each  corps  to  consist  of  seven  companies 
and  each  company  of  fifty  non-commissioned  officer^ 
and  men,  having  one  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  one 
ensign  to  each  company.  The  staff  of  each  battalion 
consisted  of  one  lieut.-colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant 
with  rank  of  captain,  one  paymaster,  one  quarter- 
master-sergeant, one  hospital  sergeant,  one  surgeon, 
one  sergeant-major,  one  armoury  sergeant  and  one 
poymaster'g  clerk,  thus  making  the  strength  of  each 
.  battalion  375,  including  officers,  staff  sergeants,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men;  and  it  was  further 
recommended  that  two  chaplains  should  be  appointed 
to  accompany  this  force,  one  from  the  Church  of 
England,  the  other  from  the  Church  of  Rome. 

It  was  recommended  that  the  officers  and  men  for 
these  battalions  should  be  allowed  to  volunteer  from 
existing  corps  of  active  militia,  if  possible  drawn  in 
equal  proportions,  according  to  the  strength  of  the 
active  mUitia  in  the  seven  mUitary  districts  forming 
the  P^o^•ince8  of  Quebec  and  Ontario;  that  the  rate  of 
pay  and  aUowances  for  the  officers  should  be  the  same 
88  laid  down  in  paragraph  286  in  the  "Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Active  Militia,"  with  free  rations 
when  on  the  march  or  encamped,  and  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  as  foUows:— 
Sergeant-major,  120  per  month;  quartermaster^r- 
gpant,   $20  per  month;  hospiul  aergeaut,   (18  per 
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miHith;  poymaster's  clerk,  118  jw  nMinth;  armour 
sergeant.  118  jier  nmnthiiiilor sergeant. $18  per  nMmth; 
sergeants.  $15  [ler  nHuith;  cttrporals  and  buglers.  $13 
|>er  nHHith;  privates,  $12  per  month.  Fiirh  non- 
commis8i<inpd  officer  and  man  receiving,  in  addition  to 
his  poy,  fff""  rations  and  lodgings. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  the  men  so  selectnl 
should  I*  lietween  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years,  of  giNid  charocter,  and  as  the  servin-  upon 
which  they  were  about  to  be  employetl  re<iuire«l  more 
than  ordinary  strength  and  power  of  endurance,  a 
strict  medical  examination  was  necessary;  th<>  men 
being  requiretl.  moreover,  to  sign  a  service  roll  and  I;p 
regulariy  attested  liefore  a  magistrate  to  serve  for  one 
year  at  least,  and  one  more  in  addition  if  re<iuiiwl 
by  govenimeiit. 

The  force  was  mobiliied  at  Toronto,  and  left  there 
May  20th,  1870,  for  Fort  Oarry,  1,280  miles  distant, 
via  the  lakes,  Prince  Arthur's  Landing  (Port  Arthur), 
the  Kaministiqua  River  and  the  chain  of  rivers  and 
lakes  HO  frequently  used  by  the  old  fur  traders. 

The  detail  was  as  follows  :-Seven  companies  of  the 
1st  Battalion,  60th  Rifles.  350  men;  Royal  Artillery,  20 
men,  4  seven-pounders;  Royal  Engineers,  20;  Depart- 
iMntal  Corps  Details,  10;  1st  Ontario  Battalion 
(Rifles),  Active  MUitia,  350;  2nd  Quebec  Battalion 
(Rifles),  350;  Voyageurs,  330. 

The  expedition  reached  Fort  Garry  without  mishap 
on  August  24. 

October  «th.  1870.  the  regular  troops  returned  from 
Fort  Garry,  the  militia  battalions  remaining  as  a 
garrison  until  near  the  expiration  of  their  term  of 
enlistment.  A  couple  of  smaU  companies,  one  from 
each  battalion,  were  then  Ve-enlisted  for  service  in  the 
province,  and  left  at  Fort  Garry  under  command  of 
Major  Irvine. 

During  1870  an  important  step  forward  was  taken  in 
the  training  of  the  active  force,  by  the  introduction 
for  the  first  time,  at  the  annual  drill,  of  a  regular 
system  of  target  practice  by  companies  in  succession, 
under  their  own  officers,  on  the  system,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances would  admit,  then  observed  in  the  regular 
army,  each  man  firing,  under  supervision,  five  rounds 
at  200,  five  at  400,  and  five  at  600  yards,  15  romids 
per  man  m  all;  and  with  view  to  the  encouragement  of 
this  most  important  part  of  mUitary  training,  a  certain 
number  of  prizes  (to  be  given  to  those  who  obtained 
at  the  annual  driU,  the  highest  shooting  figures  of 
merit),  were  given  by  government.  The  amounts  of 
these  pntes.  with  other  details  were  published  in 
General  Orders,  dated  26th  August,  1870. 

When  the  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotuk  became  part  of  the  Dominion  Confederation 
schools  of  mUitary  instruction  in  connection  with  the 


Jt 


I 


nguiu  utny  wm  MtbtfaOwd  at  8t.  Johii,  N.B.,  and 
Halifax,  N.8.,  on  the  auth  January  and  let  of  l->bruary, 
im»,  Mpectivrly.  In  Nova  8ootia  the  attendanM 
during  the  yaar  INTO  waa  moderatdy  fair,  eight  ArM, 
and  eighty  wcond  claa  eertifleatet  having  been  grantwi 
by  tiie  commandant.  At  Mt.  John,  N.B.,  sixty  eadeU 
were  granted  ernifiratee,  three  of  whom  received  fint 
clan  certificate*,  with  very  high  lecommendationa  from 
Colonel  Hawley,  4th  Battalion,  60th  Riflei,  the  com- 
mandant. 

During  1870  the  queation  of  uniform*  f«  the  militia 
wa*  carefully  gone  into,  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Walker 
Powell,  then  deputy  adjutant-general  of  mUitU  at 
headquarters,  was  deepatched  to  England  for  an  ex- 
amination, in  all  it*  detail*,  of  the  Royal  Army  Clothing 
Factory  at  Pimlieo,  from  which  depot  he  obtained 
pattern*  of  cloth  and  clothing,  a  li«t  of  the  price*  at 
which  material*  were  being  nipplied  to  the  Imperial 
government,  and  other  informatio'    relating  to  the 
■everal  descriptions  of  army  clothing  then  in  use  in 
England,  all  of  which  proved  of  much  value  in  making 
deciaion*  for  the  aupply  of  articles  required  for  Ctoada, 
and  enabled  him  to  form  an  opinio  for  future  re- 
ference, a*  to  whether  cloth  and  clothing  of  the  de*- 
criptions  required  for  the  militia  could  be  satisfactorily 
manufactured   in    Canada,   either    by    contract,   or 
directly  by  material  being  procured  and  made  up 
under  nipervinon  of  the  government,  and  according 
to  the  aystem  then  prevailing  at  Pimlioo.  "" 

It  may  be  weU  to  state  that  when  the  description 
of  clothing  to  be  worn  by  the  active  militia  of  Canada 
was  adopted,  the  consideration  that  uniformity  with 
that  worn  by  regimento  of  Her  Majesty's  rcguhv  army 
was  important,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  nwny  of  these 
reginienta  of  Her  Majesty's  regular  army  were  stationed 
in  the  country,  and  that  they  would,  in  cases  of  in- 
vasion, or  other  neceanty,  act  in  coneert  with  the 
militia,  and  thu*,  whUe  giving  confidence  to  the  latter, 
the  similarity  in  colour  of  clothing  would,  in  case*  of 
attack  by  an  enemy,  prevent  any  undue  advantage 
being  taken  as  against  the  militia.    ITie  colours  then 
adopted  were  u^riet,  with  blue  facings,  for  infantry; 
rifle  green,  with  scariet  facings,  for  rifles;  blue,  with 
scarlet  facings,  for  artillery;  and,  blue  with  bulT  facings, 
for  cavalry,  and  as  similar  cloth  and  these  coIouib 
could  not  at  the  time  be  satisfactorily  manufactured 
in  Canada,  it  was  found  that  the  manufacture  of 
army  cloth  and  army  clothing  were  special  branches, 
and  as  cloth  such  as  that  required  wa*  only  made  in 
England,  under  contracts  for  delivery,  as  required 
from  time  to  time,  a  considerable  saving  was  effected 
by  intMsuring  the  supplies  for  the  militia  from  manu- 
facturers who  were  under  contract  with  the  Imperial 
government,  while  at  the  same  time  the  government 


of  Canada  had  the  advantage  aeeruing  from  the  ex- 
Perienee  of  the  Royal  Army  Clothing  Factory  in 
d««o«i  a*  to  dunfaUity  of  material*  taken  into  wear 
by  the  army  from  year  to  year. -(Col.  IViwell's  Report) 
An  amendment  to  the  MUitia  Act  (34  Victoria 
Chapter  xvU)  was  passed  during  1871,  and  received 
the  assent  April  14.  This  provided  that  the  MUitia 
Act  shouU  apply  to  Manitoba  at  once,  and  to  British 
Columbia  whenever  that  colony  should  become  part 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Each  province  was  to 
he  created  a  separate  military  district,  and  the  total 

40,000  to  45,000  men. 

At  the  tim<  ihe  Pacific  Province  entered  Confed- 
eration the  militia  organisation  of  British  Columbia 
was  very  simple  and  crude.  No.  117  of  the  Revised 
Statute,  of  1871  authorised  the  enrollment  of 
volunteer  corps,  the  colony  to  make  a  Krant  of  tfiOO 
for  each  corps  of  not  le**  than  30  members  raiaed 
towards  the  coat  of  establiahment,  and  to  supply  th^ 
arm*.  CapitaUon  granta  of  five  doUara  to  each 
effective  volunteer  and'  of  ten  doUars  to  each 
marksman"  qualified  in  the  annual  class  firinx  was 
provided  for. 

During  the  year  1871,  many  measures  were  intro- 
duced,  ealeuUted  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
actiw  mUitia,  and  the  mUitary  oiganiiation  of  the 
Dominion.  Among  the  most  prominent  of  the 
measures  adopted,  may  be  mentioned:— 

1st.  -The  inauguration  of  a  uniform  and  systematic 
mode  of  carrying  out  the  annual  drill  of  the  active 
militia  in  "camps  of  exercise,"  more  in  accordance 
with  the  requiremenu  of  modem  warfare;  the  great 
majority  of  the  troop.  a«wmbled  at  these  camps  being 
concentrated  with  rapidity,  paid  and  supplied  as  if  on 
actual  service,  and  placed  in  every  district  under  the 
command  of  those  offioen  appointed  for  the  purpose 

2nd.  Many  batteries  of  garrison  artillery,  (hitherto 
practised  mostly  in  infantry  exercises),  at  the  time  of 
the  annua,  training  went  through  a  short  course  of 
instruction  in  "gun  drill "  at  various  forta and  batteries 
firing  creditably  at  target  practice  the  annual  allowano^ 
of  shot  and  sheU.  The  better  inspection,  and  instruc- 
tion moreover  of  both  field  and  garrison  batteries 
was  effected  by,  or  under  the  orders  of  the  inspector  of 
artillery  and  warlike  stores. 

3rd.  Tlie  establishment  of  two  schools  of  artUlery 
one  at  Kingston,  the  other  at  Quebec,  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  specially  trained  officers  of  the  Royal  ArtUlery 
affording  means  for  the  complete  training  In  artiUerj^ 
exercises,  of  such  officers  and  men  of  artillery  corns 
as  were  attached  thereto. 

4th.  The  performance,  by  neariy  the  whole  of  the 
mfantry,  at  the  annual  training,  of  a  prescribed  course 


0*  UrfBt  praetiee,  with  th*  Snider  rifli),  imcW  n>viMd 
reguUtkma,  AH4  ■ovemmmt  monoy  priwa,  with  Appro- 
pri»t«  bMlim,  Mng  •warded  to  the  luoeewful  enm. 
eompetiton. 

During  the  ye«r  the  leoond  periiMlioal  enrolitent  of 
the  rewrve  militia  wm  nude,  ahewing  »  '-t  »  in- 
erewe  in  the  number  of  men  •vkiklile  for  the  .  fenee 
of  the  country. 

A  miliUry  expedition  to  Manitob*,  to  Mriet  Her 
MajMty'f  lubJecU  reiident  in  th»t  provinoe,  in  re- 
pelling  Fenian  invaaion,  woa  undertalwn  thU  year. 

October  12,  the  adjutant-general  received  inatruo- 
tiona  by  an  Order-in-CouncU  to  organiie  and  dee- 
patch  to  Fort  Garry,  vU  the  Diiwwn  rout  ,  a  military 
Bjpedition  eonaiating  of  276  officera  and  men.  The 
200  riflemen  who  formed  part  of  the  expedition  wen 
recruited  half  in  Qurbeo,  half  in  OnUrio,  the  command 
beldg  held  by  Liem.-Ool.  Thomai  Scott.  Owing  to 
tht  late  waMn,  hanUhipa  greater  even  than  thow  met 
by  Wolteley'i  expedition  the  year  previoua  had  to  be 
■urmounted,  but  November  18,  three  weeks  from 
the  iMuing  of  orden  to  mobiliie  the  force,  it  arrived 
safely  at  iti  dcMination. 

MeanwhUe  the  Feniana,  under  Qeneral  O'Neil,  who 
had  been  identified  with  the  eastern  raids  in  18M  and 
1870,  croaaed  the  Manitoba  frontier  near  Fort  P»ni- 
bina  and  aeiaed  a  Hudaon  Bay  poat.  Major  Irvine, 
with  a  force  of  aome  200  men,  including  the  aervice 
eomjMniea  and  aome  local  militia,  marched  towaida 
the  threatened  point,  but  a  force  of  the  20th  U.  8.  In- 
fantry, under  Lt.-Col.  Wheaton,  followed  the  Feniana 
•croas  the  lines,  and,  talcing  the  leaders  prisoners, 
conveyed  them  back  to  United  States  territory.  October 
16,  1871,  Manitoba  was  converted  into  military  dis- 
trict No.  10,  and  placed  under  command  of  Ueut.-Col. 
W.  Oibome  Smith.  The  same  date  British  CdumUa 
was  constituted  military  district  No.  11. 

October  20,  1871,  orders  were  iaaued  providing  for 
the  organisation  of  "A"  and  "B"  Batteries,  'he 
nucleus  of  the  preaent  permanent  force.  They  were 
first  considered  rather  as  schools  of  artillery  than  as 
aervice  units.  In  November,  the  1st  battalion  of 
the  aoth  Royal  Rifles,  Lieut.-Col.  Fielden,  the  last 
Imperial  regular  corps  k  garrison  at  Quebec,  marched 
out  of  the,CitadeI  and  embarked  on  atransport,  "B"  Bat- 
tery taking  charge  of  the  Citadel.  Apart  from  the  gar- 
rison of  Halifax,  no  British  regulars  remained  in  Canada. 
The  first  Canadian  rifle  team  to  participate  in  the 
matches  of  the  National  Rifle  AaaocUtion  went  to 
Wimbledon  in  1872,  being  sent  by  the  Militia  De- 
partment. The  foUowing  year  the  D.  R.  A.  aaaumed 
the  responsibility  of  selecting  and  despatching  the 
team. 


In  1872,  Colonel  Robertson  Roas  made  a  reronnai.. 
aance  .rf  the  great  Northwest  to  report  upon  the  beav 
meaiw  of  provkling  for  the  openuig  up  of  thu(  .wintry, 
and  May  3.  1W3,  Sir  John  A.  MacdoiuJd  intradue^i 
in  pariiament  a  UU  which,  as  the  Act  36  VictwU 
Chapter  3«,    provWed   for   the   oigani«ition   of   ih.! 
Royal   Northwwrt   Mounted   Ptolioe.    This   'orce   Ium 
always  been  quite  distinct  from  the  active  militia 
but  Ita  connection  with  the  national  defensive  f.m» 
has  been  very  intimate.    Uurir.g  iu  first  mol>iliiati»n 
it   was  plaeed   temporarily   under  command   of  the 
D.A.O.  in  Manitoba,  but  Ueut.-Col.  G.  A.  Fivneh 
(now  Major-(teneral  Sir  George  Fiwich.  R.A.),  com^ 
manding  " A"  Battery  and  school  of  artUlery,  wasthe  first 
permanent  coramisBioner.     In   the  autumn  of   1873 
three  troops  or  divUions  were  organised  from  drafta 
from  the  east,  Winnipeg  being  the  point  of  mobiliaa- 
tion.     During  the  aummer  of  1874,  three  new  diviaiona 
were  mobUiaed  at  Toronto  and  deapatehed  to  Manitoba 
una.  Med,  via  Chicago  and  St.  Paul. 

.  J^..^!*'  ?  ^^'-  ^^  ■*••  P**«l  «  'S^S,  amended 
the  MUitift  Act  to  provide  that  magistrates  could  call 
out  the  militia  in  anticipation  of  riota  without  waiting 
for  rn  ting  to  occur. 

November  6,  1873,  the  Hon.  Alex.  Mackensie  sue 
oeeded  as  Prime  Minister  to  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald 

May  a,  1874,  the  Hon.  Wm.  Ross,  minister  of  mUitia, 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commona  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  estaUiahment  of  a  military  eoUege 
"after  the  model  of  the  one  at  Weat  Point  in  the 
United  Statea."  The  reaolutiona  were  adopted  with- 
out  amendment,  a  bill  preaented  and  paaaed  and 
finally  aaaented  to  May  26,  aa  the  Act  37  Victoria. 
Chap«er  36.  June.  1876,  the  Royal  MUitary  CoUege 
at  Kingaton  opened  with  a  claaa  of  eighteen  cadeto. 

By  the  Act  37  Victoria,  Chapter  36,  passed  at  the 
«»me  seaaion,  the  MilitU  Act  waa  extended  to  Prince 
Edward  Island,  then  just  admitted  to  Confederation 

Prince  Edward  laland  haa  had  a  legally  eataWiahed 
mihtia  since  1780,  an  old  cdonial  statute  20  George 
III,  Chap.  3,  providing  that  all  male  peraons  between 
16  and  60  yeara  should  bear  arms.  The  Act  3  WU- 
liam  IV,  Chap.  30,  divided  the  militia  into  two 
cUaaes,  aU  above  46  yean  of  age  to  form  the  aeeond 
class  or  reserve.  A  salaried  Insricwr  was  providw* 
for  and  regimental,  ^ttalion  and  company  districis 
created,  the  various  units  to  be  called  out  once  a 
year  The  Act  of  Victoria,  Chap.  6,  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  volunteer  companies  in  connection 
with  the  militia  battalions  to  be  trained  20  days 
each  year.  An  amending  act,  14  Victoria.  Chap.  6 
provided  that  the  MUitia  wouM  only  be  called  out 
for  training  or  muster  excppt  in  cases  of  cmer- 
gency.    24  rictoria.Cbap.  II,  provided  for  the  entoU- 
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IBMll  of  vnluniMT  iwpi,  to  he  miwlpml  IA  limm 
«^h  ypM.  A  iww  Art,  M  Vlrtitrin,  (Imp.  2.  diviilni 
the  Inland  MIUim  into  Artlvi-  bihI  Hnlfiilwrv.  Ihe  l«l- 
Icr  PnmpriNinR  the  twn  ItPtworti  l»ii'  yi'i»n.  i»f  -Ifl  Mnil 
fl«.  The  Artivr  Militia  nrnximnr  of  '■  Vi>liinli<«*r 
Militia"  anil -KfRiilar  Miliib,"  who  wen-  to  ilrill 
not  morp  than  10  ilayii  a  yew.  A  icraiit  of  out- 
pound  ■trrlitiK  a  year  wan  Rrantnl  to  iwh  uiiiforimHl 
volunteer  militiaman.  I'mlcr  thin  aft  whtxtU  of  mil- 
itary inatrurtion  wew  iwiabliMhi-d. 

A|)ril  H,  IM7ft,  BMient  wan  Kivi-n  to  thr  Art  W  ViHorin, 
Chaptpr  H,  which  provid»il;  "Thrrp  Nhali  In-  ii|t- 
pointed  to  ntnimand  an  oHiwr  holding  the  ranic  of 
colonel  or  miprrior  thereto  in  Her  MajeHtyV  n>Kiilar 
army,  charRed  with  the  military  comnMnil  ami  din- 
ripline  of  the  militia.  He  will  have  the  rank  of  major- 
Keiieral  in  the  militia." 

I>roviiiion  wax  alwi  made  for  an  adjutanl-neneral 
at  headqiiartent. 

In  arronlance  with  thin  Act.  .Major-fk-neral  Fxlward 
Helby-Hmyth,  who  itiiire  (Vtolier  1.  1H74,  h.»il  hehl  the 
appointment  of  adjutant-general,  wan  ap|iointed  to 
the  command;  (Vilonel  Walker  I'owell,  April  21,  lieinn 
appointed  adjutant-Reneral. 

April  28,  W77,  the  Militia  Act  wan  amendml  l>y  44) 
Victoria,  Chapter  40,  which  more  clearly  defined  the 
reHpon«ibility  of  municipalitieii  in  r«fiard  to  (he  pay 
of  troop*  on  xervice  in  aid  of  the  civil  power. 

This  name  year  the  "  IVovinional  Forco  "  maintained 
in  Manitoba  ever  nince  IWO  wan  dinbanded.  Thin 
force  which  performed  much  liard  wrvice,  on  one 
occasion,  in  1874,  marching  *•«  milen  acronn  the 
prairie  to  Fort  Qu'Appelle.  in  1872  conninte<l  of  a 
demi-lMittery  of  artillery  and  a  battalion  of  rifles 
(300  officem  and  men).  In  1873  the  dinmounted 
force  was  transformed  from  rifles  into  red-ooated 
infantry,  a  concession  to  the  respect  and  veneration 
held  by  the  Indians  for  the  Britinh  troops  their  fore- 
fathers had  fouftht  along  with  in  the  olden  days. 

April  I'fl,  1880,  another  amendment  to  the  Militia 
Act  (43  Victoria,  ("hap.  2)  became  law,  providing 
that  the  militia  might  be  called  out  and  paid  for  duty 
at  the  opening  and  closing  of  jarliament,  for  attend- 
ance i.pon  the  governor-general,  and  for  guarding 
armouries.  ^  m* 

Another  Act  (45  Victoria,  Chapter  10)  assented  to 
May  17,  1882,  provided  that  the  enrollment  of  the 
8cti*e  militia  should  lie  considered  as  an  emliodiment 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Militia  Act.  The  same  year  the 
government  cartridge  factory  was  c»tablishe<l  at 
Queliei'. 

In  July.  1882,  Sir  .Jjihn  A.  Macdonald  again  acceded 
to  power,  and  in  1883,  the  Hon.  A.  I',  (late  Sir  A.  I».) 
Caron,  the  new  minister  of  militia,    intwxiuced  a  new 
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Mil  eonmtliilating  .til  the  existing  .^rtn  afl'eetlng  the 
Miililin.  which  iMty  17)  lierame  law  on  4(t  Victoria, 
CliniMer  ti. 

An  onler  of  Auiunt  10,  188.1.  iirovideil  for  the  enlalt- 
linhment  of  "C"  Uttery,  Canailian  Artillery,  at  Vic- 
loria,  He,  but  it  wan  1887  liefore  the  Utlery  wan 
iiitually  organiieil.  although  n|ii<cial  courses  of  in- 
"t  met  ion  at  the  new  artillery  nrhiMil  coiinecled  with  it 
wer.'  hehl  in  1884  and  1886.  In  l8H:t,  ihe  three  jier- 
mannil  batteries  were  l>riga<led  (o  form  "The  Kegi- 
mini  of  ('ana<lian  Artillery  under  command  of  the 
inM|N>rtor  of  artillery. 

(kmeral  or<iem  of  liec.  21.  1883.  provide)!  fw  the 
organiiation  of  the  flmt  tns.p  of  |iernuinent  cavalry 
and  the  first  three  conifianies  of  pernwneni  infantry, 
ami  the  establishmeni  of  a  military  sehiMil  in  con- 
nection with  each  unit.  The  original  cavalry  tr«s)p 
(hussars)  was  raine<l  at  (iuel».c.  ami  first  known  as 
"The  Cavalry  .School  Corps."  tlu- infantry  companies, 
"The  Infantry  Schcsil  Corpn,"ls-ing  raised  as  follows:-- 
"  A  "  Company  at  Fre<lericton.  X.H..  ••  H "at  «t.  John 's. 
Que.,  and  "C"  at  Tonnito. 

June.  1884,  the  care  of  all  military  buiklings  an<l 
fortifications  was  transferred  from  tlje  piiblic  works 
to  the  militia  department,  and  an  "  l<:ngineer  Hranch  " 
established. 

During  the  Soudan  campaign  of  1884-8.5  the  active 
militia  was  represented  in  the  field  by  .Major  (now 
Colonel)  James  Frederick  Wilson  of  "A"  Hattery, 
R.C.A.,and  Major  P.  O.  J.  Hebert.  "B."  Battery,  at^ 
tached  with  authority  to  the  Royal  Artillery.  Major 
Hel)ert  succumbed  to  the  campaign. 

The  Canadian  Voy»m.„n.  (378  men)  raised  for  this 
campaign  by  the  imperiu'.  ->vemment  through  the 
govenior-general  and  his  personal  staff,  wan  commended 
by  Lieut.-Col.  F.  C.  Ilenison,  (Jovemor-Oeneral's 
Body  Guard,  the  other  officers  all  being  be-rowed 
from  the  active  militia  as  follows.— Medical  Oificer, 
.Surgeon-Major  J.  L.  H.  Neilson.  "B"  Battery:  Quarter- 
master and  Paymaster.  Ijeut.-Col.  J.  H.  Kennedy, 
00th  Winnipeg  Rifles;  Captains  Mackay.  7lh  Fusiliers^ 
Ixindon,  and  F.  Aumond,  Oovemor-(ieneral's  Foot 
Guards,  Ottawa,  commanding  companies. 

In  1885  occurred  the  Northwest  Reliellion,  which 
forever  set  at  rest  all  question  as  to  the  practical 
military  utility  of  the  active  militia.  March  27,  word 
was  received  of  the  action  between  the  rebels  and 
Major  Crojicr's  force  of  mounted  police  and  Prince 
Albert  volunteers  (enlisted  as  special  constables  of  the 
N.W.M.P.)  at  Duck  Uke.  and  onlers  were  at  once 
issued  for  the  calling  out  of  several  corps  of  the  active 
militia,  including  "A"  and  "B"  Batteries  and  "C" 
Company  of  the  Infantry  School  Corps.  Ttie  situation 
was  complicated  on  aceoimt  of  the  non-completion 


of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  the  troops  having 
to  march  in  frightfully  coW  weather  across  several  un- 
completed gaps  through  the  bleak,  rocky  desert  north 
of  lAke  Superior.  The  campaign  was  prolific  of  many 
long,  hard  marches,  a  great  deal  of  exposure  and  some 
very  awkward  fighting,  but  the  militia  and  the  Mounted 
Police  who  were  on  duty  with  them,  acquitted  them- 
selves well. 

During  the  campaign  251  officers,  3,042  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men,  141  horses  and  6  guns  were 
sent  from  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec  and  Ontario  to  the 
Northwest.  In  addition,  there  were  on  active  service 
100  officers,  1,663  rank  and  file,  445  horses  and  2  guns 
from  Manitoba  and  the  North-West  Territories,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Mounted  Police,  (500  officers  and  men 
with  one  gun,  who  were  placed  during  the  campaigr 
under  the  general  officer  commanding  the  militia, 
Major-General  Sir  Fred.Middleton,  C.B.).  So  that  the 
total  force  on  service  included  6,456  officers  and  men, 
586  horses  and  9  guns,  including  two  machine  guns 
purchased  during  the  campaign. 

Notwithstanding  the  vastness  of  the  field  of  opera- 
tions, the  fighting  capacity  of  the  Indians  and  Half- 
Breeds,  and  the  remoteness  of  the  front  from  the  base, 
the  rebellion  was  completely  suppressed  and  all  the' 
leaders  killed  or  made  prisoners  by  July  2. 

The  casualty  lists  of  the  actions  in  which  the  active 
militia  participated  were  as  follows:— Fish  Creek 
(April  24)  10  killed,  40  wounded;  Cut  Knife  HiU  (May 
2)  8  killed,  14  wounded ;  Batoche  (May  9, 10, 1 1  and  12) 
8  killed,  46  wounded;  Frenchman's  Butte  (May  28),  3 
wounded. 

The  campaign  revealed  many  glaring  defects.  The 
equipment  was  proved  to  be  defective,  and  the  field 
organization  about  as  bad  as  it  could  be.  Three  com- 
plete staffs  had  to  be  extemporised  in  the  field  and  a 
fourth  at  the  base.  Systems  of  transport  and  supply 
had  to  be  organised  and  many  most  essential  articles 
of  equipment  purchased.  The  waste  of  time  and  mon- 
ey was  very  extensive. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1886,  the  School  of  Mounted 
Infantry  at  Winnipeg,  later  changed  to  Dragoons,  and 
now  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles,  was  organ- 
ized under  an  order  dated  September  18. 

During  1887-88,  "D"  .ompany  of  fhe  Infantry 
School  Corps  was  raised  at  London,  Ont.,  and  in  the 
latter  year  the  new  School  of  Infantry  connected  there- 
with organised.  The  total  strength  of  the  permanent 
corps  was  limited  to  1,000  men. 

In  1886,  there  was  a  consolidation  of  the  Dominion 
Statutes,  and  the  Militia  Act  of  1883,  with  some  minor 
amendments  incorporated,  was  drafted  as  a  new  Act 
(49  Victoria,  Chapter  41,   "An   Act  respecting  the 


MUit»  and  Defence  of  Canada).    This  Act,  with  a 
couple  of  amendments  (which  will  be  presently  re- 
ferred   to)  remained  in  force  untU  the  passage  of  the 
Act  at  present  governing  the  force,  4  Edward    VII 
Chapter  23.  ' 

The  present  government,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
former  Conservative  administration  at  the  polls,  came 
mto  power,  July  13,  1896,  the  Honourable  Dr.  F.  W 
Borden,  (now  Sir  Frederick  Borden,  K.C  M  G )  a 
wteran  officer  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Militia,  being  awarded 
the  portfolio  of  Minister  of  Militia. 

The  question  of  a  reorganisation  of  the  staff  was 
soon  afterwards  Uken  up. 

In  July,  i397,  two  old  district  staff  officers  were 
transferred  to  the  Infantry  Reserve  of  officers, "  their 
services  being  no  longer  required,"  while  three  old 
district  officers  commanding  were  retired  with  gra- 
tuities. September  the  same  year  the  appointments 
of  seven  district  paymastera  and  superintendents  of 
stores  were  cancelled,  and  three  district  staff  officers 
were  permitted  to  retire  retaining  rank. 

In  December,  1897,  Lieut.-Colonel  D.  A  Mac- 
donald  was  appointed  chief  superintendent  of  stores 
and  in  January,  1898,  the  position  of  deputy-assistant 
adjutant-general  at  headquarters  was  abolished. 

At  the  session  of  1898  a  biU  was  passed  assented 
to  June  13,  as  61  Victoria,  Chapter  19,  providing  that 
m  addition  to  the  salary  of  the  general  officer  com- 
inanding  the  mUitia,  ($4,000  per  annum),  there  might 
he  paid  to  that  officer  $2,000  per  annum  in  lieu  of 
allowances. 

February  16,  1898,  Major  R.  Cartwright,  R.R.C.I 
was  appointed  assistant    adjutant-general  at  head- 
quarters, and  Surgeon  Lieut.-Col.  J.  L.  H.  NeUson 
R.C.A.,  director-general  of  medical  staff.  ' 

In  January,  1899,  the  following  appeared  in  general 
orders:-"  As  a  preUminary  step  towards  the  formation 
of  a  Canadian  general  staff,  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  a  course  of  instruction  in  staff  duties  to  take 
place  under  the  direction  of  the  commandant.  Royal 
Military  College,  Kingston,  commencing  Ist  February 
next  and  terminating  on  or  about  31st  May  following 

General  Order  of  13th  February,  1899,  amiounced 
that  In  order  to  meet  an  urgent  want  and  to  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  the  mUitary  service  in  the 
Donunion,  orders  will  be  issued  daUy  from  head- 
quarters on  and  after  Wednesday,  February  1  1899 
Sundays  and  public  holidays  excepted,  'copies  of 
the  daUy  orders  will  be  printed  and  issued  bi-weekly, 
as  follows:— One  for  each  regiment  of  cavalry  and 
artillery,  battery  of  artillery,  battalion  of  infantry 
and  other  independent  units."  ' 

™"/  ''""'''  *^'  P"^^***^  '•"  the  organisation 
Of     The  Canadian  Militia  Army  Medical  Department" 
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including  Militia  Army  Medical  Staff  Service  and 
Regimental  Medical  Service.  To  this  date  there  had 
been  no  organiied  medical  service  except  a  provisional 
one  organiied  during  the  Northwest  Rebellion.  Each 
unit  was  allowed  a  surgeon,  and  the  larger  ones  assistant 
,  surgeons,  and  many  corps  maintained  bearer  sections. 
i,  In  lt97,  a  strong  detachment  of  the  active  militia, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Lord  Aylmer,  adjutant- 
general,  was  sent  to  London  to  assist  in  the  official 
celebration  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Queen  Victoria. 

The  South  African  war,  on  account  of  the  par- 
ticipation therein  of  the  Canadian  contingents,  the 
militaiy  spirit  aroused  in  the  Dominion,  and  the 
recognition  of  the  colonial  militia  militias  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  empire,  marks  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  militia.  Space  forbids  any 
reference  to  the  distinguished  services  rendered  by 
the  Canadian  militiamen  during  the  trying  cam- 
paigns in  the  Free  State  and  Transvaal. 

The  strength  of  the  various  Canadian  contingents 
despatched  to  South  Africa  with  the  dates  of  their  sail- 
ing, were  as  follows:— 2nd  (Special  Service)  Battalion  of 
the  Royal  Regiment  of  Canadian  Infantry,  1,039  officers 
and  men,  October  30,  1899;  Ist  Battalion  Canadian 
Mounted  Rifles  (from  August  1,  1900,  designated  the 
Royal  Canadian  Dragoons),  375  officers  and  men, 
February  21st,  1900;  2nd  Battalion  Canadian  Mounted 
Rifles  (subsequently  designated  "The  Canadian 
Mounted  Rifles"),  275  officers  and  men,  January  27, 
1900;  Brigade  Division  of  Royal  Canadian  Artillery^ 
639  officers  and  men,  January  and  February,  1900; 
draft  to  replace  casualties  in  the  2nd  Battalion  R.R.C.I.' 
103  officers  and  men,  March  16,  1900;  Strathcona's 
Horse,  648  officers  and  men,  Maroh  16,  1900;  draft  to 
reinforce  Strathcona's  Horse,  61  officers  and  men, 
May  1,  1900;  South  African  Constabulary,  March 
29,  1901,  1,200  officers  and  men;  2nd  Regiment 
Canadian  Mounted  Rifles,  901  officers  and  men,  January 
28th,  1902;  No.  10  Field  Hoqrital  Company,  62 officers 


and  men,  January,  1902;  3rd,  4th,  5th  and  0th  Regi- 
ments Canadian  Mounted  Rifles,  539  officers  and  men 
each.  May  8th  to  23rd,  1902.  This  makes  a  grand 
total  of  7,349  officers  and  men. 

In  addition,  the  Dominion  Government  raised  and 
equipped  the  3rd  (Special  Service)  Battalion  of  the 
Royal  Regiment  of  Canadian  Infantry,  which  per- 
formed garrison  duty  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  thus  relieving 
the  service  in  the  field  the  regular  regiment  at  the  time 
in  garrison. 

The  casualties  among  the  Canadian  contingents  in 
South  Africa  were  as  follows  :— KiUed  or  died  of 
wounds,  65;  died  from  disease  or  accidentally  killed 
79;  wounded,  197;  missing,  2.  On  the  return  of  the 
various  contingents,  no  less  than  310  officers  and  men 
remained  in  South  Africa,  with  permission  to  join  vari- 
ous military  bodies. 

In  1900,  an  Act  of  soma  importance  affecting  the  • 
militia:— "63-64  Victoria,  Chapter  18:  An  Act  to  Am- 
end the  Militia  Act  was  passed. 

This  Act  amended  Section  41  of  the  Act  which 
originally  provided  for  deputy  adjutants-general  being 
appointed  to  command  districts.  The  amendment  left 
the  designation  or  name  of  office  of  district  command- 
ing officers  in  the  hands  of  the  government. 

Section  46  was  also  amended,  providing  for  the 
granting  of  the  honorary  rank  of  colonel  to  officers 
placed  upon  the  retired  list.  Previously  the  honorary 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  was  the  highest  which  could 
be  granted  under  such  circumstances. 

Section  47  was  also  amended  to  provide  that  when 
ever  the  militia  is  called  out  for  active  service  in  the 
field,  officers  of  rank  superior  to  that  of  colonel,  but  not 
higher  in  an;'  case  than  that  of  major-general,  may  be 
appointed. 

Even  beiore  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  officers 
commanding  districts  had  been  designated  as  "Dis- 
trict Officers  Commanding,"  instead  of  deputy  ad- 
jutantf-gencral. 


CHAPTER  IX 

RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


Thb   Canadian   Miutu   Becomes   an   Epfkctive  Armt,   With   m   Own  Staff.    Depabtmkntal  Oboan- 

«AT,ON«     AND     Ak«KNA,^.-^ANADA     ASSUMES    THE    WhoLE    RkSPONSIBIU^    OF    KeEPINO     THE     UnION 

Jack  Flying  in  North  Amebica.-Depabtube  of  the  Last  Bbitish  Reoulabs. 


THE  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  found  the 
reorganization  of  the  militia  staff  in  full  pro- 
gress, and  during  the  year   1901    there  were 
several  new  appointments  at  headquarters  created. 

February  6,  Lieut.-Col.  V.  B.  Rivera,  R.G.A.,  was 
appointed  intelligence  officer  at  headquarters,  attached 
to  the  quartermaster-general's  department. 

Colonel  W.  H.  Foster,  R.E.,  quartermaster-general, 
having  accepted  employment  m  the  intelligence  depart- 
ment at  the  War  Office,  vacated  his  appointment 
April  30,  and  in  May,  Col.  W.  H.  Cotton,  A.A.G.  for 
artillery,  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy. 

The  same  month  Lieut.-Col.  R.  Cartwright,  A.A.G., 
was  appointed  inspector  of  musketry,  with  the  status 
of  an  assistant  adjutant-general.  A  school  of  musketry, 
under  the  command  of  the  inspector  of  musketry,  was 
established. 

In  July,  Lieut.-Col.  B.  H.  Vidal,  D.O.C.  district  No.  8, 
was  appointed  deputy  adjutant-general  vice  Cartwright ; 
and  Paymaster  and  Honorary  Major  J.  L.  Biggar,  from 
the  15th  Regiment,  wt^  gazetted  to  be  deputy  assistant 
adjutant-general  for  army  service  corps  duties  at  head- 
quarters, with  the  rank  of  major.  Provision  having 
been  in  the  meantime  made  for  the  organization  of  the 
Canadian  Army  Service  Corps,  Major  Biggar  was,  in 
Novemlier,  promoted  Lieut.-Colonel  to  command  the 
corps,  with  the  appointment  of  assistant  quartermaster- 
general  at  headquartere. 


July  1,  1901,  Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel 
R.  W.  Rutherford,  R.C.G.A.,  was  appointed  assistant 
adjutant-general  for  artillery  at  headquartere. 

The  first  few  months  of  the  present  century  saw 
arrangements  made  by  the  Militia  Department  for  the 
establishment  in  Canada  of  the  first  manufactory  for 
the  production  of  military  small  arms,  the  works  of  the 
Ross  Rifle  Company  at  Queljec. 

In  the  year  1900,  when  the  Dominion  government 
wanted  to  purchase  rifles  through  the  imperial  govern- 
ment, it  was  impossible  to  secure  a  thousand  rifles  in 
Great  Britain  during  the  time  of  the  South  African  war 
and  Sir  Frederick  Borden  thought  that  it  was  the  dutv 
of  the  government,  under  the  circumstances,  to  make 
as  soon  as  possible  some  arrangement  by  which  rifles 
could  be  manufactured  in  Canada.     The  Minister  of 
Mihtia  was  in  England  in  1900,  and  went  to  the  Birm- 
mgham  small  arms  people  and  tried  to  induce  that 
company  to  come  to  Canada.     He  quite  recognized 
the  desirability  of  having,  if  possible,  precisely  the 
same  rifle  in  Canada  as  is  used  by  the  British  army, 
because  if  the  militia  of  this  country  should  ever  be 
called  out  for  war.  he  realized  it  would  be  better  that 
they  should  have  the  same  rifles  as  the  imperial  troops 
It  was  found  impossible  to  prevail  upon  the  Birming- 
ham Small  Arms  Company,  or  any  other  small-arms 
manufacturers  in  Engand,  to  come  out  here  and  start 
a  factory.     About  that  time  Sir  Charles  Ross  happened 


to  be  here.  He  had  not  then  come  to  Canada  for  the 
fint  time,  but  had  been  living  in  British  Columbia,  and 
had  gpent  a  great  deal  of  money  there  in  developing 
water-powera  and  establishing  electrical  works.  He 
was  introduced  to  Sir  Frederick  Borden  and  brought 
other  letters  from  the  most  reputable  men  in  Canada. 
He  explained  to  the  minister  that  he  had  a  rifle  factory 
in  the  United  States,  and  was  selling  sporting  rifles, 
rifles  similar  to  what  are  being  manufactured  in  Quebec 
now.  He  said  that  he  would  be  willing  to  establish  a 
factory  to  manufacture  rifles  for  Canada  with  the  same 
bore  and  to  use  the  same  cartridge  as  the  Lee-Enfield 
rifle.  It  seemed  to  Sir  Frederick  that  it  was  a  patriotic 
thing  to  recommend,  and  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  accept,  this  opportunity  to  secure  a  factory 
which  would  turn  out  rifles  for  Canada. 

As  to  the  rifle  itself.  Sir  Frederick  Borden  appointed 
a  committee  composed  of  Oenerr.l  Otter,  of  Toronto; 
Col.  Gibson,  of  Hamilton,  for  many  years  president  of 
the  council  of  the  D.R.A.,  and  a  crack  shot ;  Lieut-Col. 
Anderson,  engineer,  of  the  Marine  Department,  an 
other  expert  marksman .Col.Scmuel  Hughes,  M.P.,(1) 
another  veteran  pfle  shot,  and  who  had  served  with 
great  distinction  in  various  responsible  staff  appoint- 
ments during  the  South  African  war;  and  Major  Gaudet, 
superintendent  of  the  Dominion  arsenal. 

This  committ«e  examined  the  Ross  rifle,  subjected 
it  to  various  tests  and  reported  favourably  upon  it. 
After  the  reception  of  this  report  the  minister  had  no 
hesitation  about  enterin;^  into  a  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sufficient  Robs  rifles  to  re-arm  the  militia,  the 
company  agrt  .  g  to  make  the  rifles  at  a  factory  to  be 
erected  in  Canada. 

And  so  the  Ross  rifle  factory  came  to  be  established 
at  Quebec  with  a  normal  capacity  of  1,000  a  month,  or 
2,000  upon  emergency. 

About  the  same  time,  the  capacity  of  the  Dominion 
arsenal  at  Quebec,  the  output  of  which  was  under  a 
million  rounds  of  cartrid^  a  year,  was  increased, 
so  that  it  has  an  output  of  10,000,000  or  12.000,000  and 
its  capacity  is  very  considerably  above  that  quantity. 
The  year  1903  was  a  particularly  important  one  in 
the  development  of  the  headquarters  staff. 

In  February,  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  E. 
Fiset,  A.M.S.,  was  appointed  staff  adjutant  of  medical 
services. 

By  general  order  61  of  April,  1903,  the  formation 
of  the  Corps  of  Guides,  a  unit  to  be  specially  trained 
in  the  duties  of  reconnaissance,  scouting,  military 
sketching,  map  reading,  guiding  and  intelligence, 
with  a  dbector  of  intelligence  a*  '  eadquarters  and  a 
district  intelligence  oflficer  for  each  district,  was 
provided  for.      April  22,  Major  W.  A.  C.  Denny  of 


(i)  Haw  VnaUtM  ut  Ilu  CuuodI  of  Um  Duminion  BUIe  AMidMion. 


the    Army    Service   Corps    (BritUh)    was   appointed 
director  of  intelligence  at  headquarters. 

October  15,  Lieut.-Colonel  Henry  Smith  was  ap- 
pointed military  secretary  at  headquarters. 

October  23,  the  forrution  of  the  Ordnance  Stores 
Corps  was  provided  for  in  orders,  and  the  following 
staff  appointments  gaxetted:— 

To  be  director-general  of  ordnance:  Colonel  Donald 
A.  Macdonald,  I.S.O.,  from  the  reserve  of  officers.  1st 
July,  1903. 

To  be  assistant  director-general  of  ordnance:  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel J.  B.  Donaldson,  from  the  unattached 
list.     Ist  July,  1903. 

To  be  director-general  of  engineer  services:  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel P.  Weatherbc,  Canadian  Engineer 
Corps.     1st  July,  19a3. 

To  be  assistant  director-general  of  engineer  services: 
Major  G.  8.  Maunsell,  Canadian  Engineer  Corps  Ist 
July,  1903. 

Orders  of  October  24,  provided  for  the  organization 
of  the  Signalling  Corps. 

With  a  view  to  placing  the  administration  of  the 
Department  of  Militia  and  Defence  upon  a  more 
satisfactory  and  systematic  basis,  it  was  decided  to 
transfer  the  custody,  care  and  issue  of  arms,  clothing, 
equipment  and  military  stores  of  all  descriptions, 
from  the  civil  to  the  military  branch  thereof,  hence 
the  organization  of  the  "Ordnance  Stores  Corps," 
which  was  formed  from  the  officers  and  men  previously 
employed  in  the  Military  Stores  Branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Militia  and  Defence.  Commissions  in  the 
Ordnance  Stores  Corps  were  granted  to  officers  serving 
in  the  Military  Stores  Branch  of  the  Department  of  ' 
Militia  and  Defence,  and  the  authorized  establishment 
of  warrant  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
was  recruited  from  the  former  em(doyees  of  that 
branch,  tmder  the  same  condii  ions  as  to  qualifications 
and  length  of  service  as  applied  to  the  other  units  of 
the  permanent  force. 

The  orgai-iation   of  the   military  staff  at  head- 
•quarters  up  to  that  date  was  outlined  in  a  minute  of 
CouncU  dated  October  29,  1903,  which  was  promul- 
gated as  General  Order  159.    Of  this  order  the  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract : — 

"1.  The  general  officer  commanding  shall  be  charged 
with  the  military  command  and  disci(dine  of  the 
militia,  shall  issue  general  orders,  and  hold  periodical 
inspections  of  the  militia.  He  shall  be  the  principal 
adviser  of  the  Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence  on  all 
military  questions,  and  shall  be  charged  with  the 
control  of  the  branches  of  the  adjutant-general,  the 
director-general  of  military  intelligence  and  military 
secretary,  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  other 
miiitar>-   branchtu.     He   shall   be   charged   with   the 
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19041  Inspector  General,  Nov.  i»t,  i, 
1907,  when  he  was  appointed  Inspector- 

^'^J.'^t^^i.  ^\^«''^"^  ^l"'"  '  "=■•"  ■  • " ^-^  '  "'^"'''  •"'""'"  °'  """""■  "«•  7">.  "^  to  December.  ,906. 

.0  A-ilVST'ir^i^*'"'''  ">■'»:"'""  """  "••  Adjulant-GcnenU  of  Militia.  May  ,,lh,  •>&,  lo  Au..  lUh.  1871.  and  Chark.  Srihv  •im.H,  r l«-       .    li. 
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general  diHtributinn  and  localiiation  of  the  militia, 
and  with  the  tteleetinn  and  prnpoHal  to  the  MiniMter 
of  Militia  and  Defenre  of  fit  and  proper  perwMw  to  \tc 
recommended  for  commiiwiionH  in  the  militia,  of  fit  and 
proper  officers  for  promotionH  for  Htaff  and  other 
military  app«iintment8,  and  for  military  honours  and 
rewards.  He  shall  be  charged  with  the  preparation 
and  maintenance  of  plans  for  defence  and  for  the 
organization  and  mobiliiation  of  the  militia.  In  the 
absence  of  the  general  officer  commanding,  the  a<l- 
jutant-general  shall  act  for  him. 

"(a)  The  adjutant-general  shall  be  charged,  under 
the  control  of  the  general  officer  commanding,  with 
interior  economy,  military  education  and  training  of 
officers,  warrant  officers,  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  of  the  militia,  etc.,  etc. 

"(b)  There  shall  be  a  director-general  of  military 
intelligence  who  shall,  under  the  control  of  the  general 
officer  commanding,  be  charged  with  the  collection  of 
information  on  the  military  resources  of  Canada,  the 
Britbh  Empire,  and  foreign  countries,  etc.,  etc. 

"  (c)  There  shall  be  a  military  setretary  who  shall, 
under  the  control  of  the  general  or;-„er  commanding, 
besides  other  duties,  be  charged  more  particularly  to 
deal  with  appointments,  promotions  and  retirements 
of  officers  of  the  militia,  and  with  military  honours  and 
rewards,  etc.,  etc. 

"2.  The  quartermaster-genera!  shall,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  general  officer  commanding,  be 
charged  with  supplying  the  militia  with  food,  forage, 
fuel,  etc. 

"3.  There  shall  be  a  director-general  of  engineer 
services  who  shall,  under  the  supervision  of  the  general 
officer  commanding,  be  charged  with  the  selection  of 
sites  for  barracks,  etc. 

"4.  There  shall  be  a  director-general  of  ordnance, 
who  shall,  under  the  supervision  of  the  general  officer 
commanding,  be  charged  with  supplying  the  militia 
with  warlike  stores,  etc. 

"5.  The  director-general  of  medical  services  shall, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  general  officer  command- 
ing, be  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  medical 
establishments." 

The  principle  of  having  the  quartermaster-general 
and  other  heads  of  what  are  called  departments  in  the 
imperial  service,  under  the  supervision  of  the  general 
officer  commanding  and  advising  the  head  of  the 
department  direct,  was  borrowed  {ror.  the  War  Office, 
and  the  organization  of  the  miliiia  department  in 
October,  1903,  was  similar  to  thrt  of  the  War  Office  at 
that  date. 

After  the  South  African  war,  which  had  re- 
vealed certain  weaknesses  in  the  organization,  and 
more  particularly  the  administration,  of  the  defensive 


forces  of  the  mother  country,  and  of  the  empire  at 
large,  the  (|uestion  of  effecting  an  improvement  in 
those  respects  had  been  a  very  live  one  in  fJreat 
Hritain.  The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Defence 
Committee,  and,  in  view  of  contemplated  changes 
in  the  Dominion  Militia  Act,  the  British  government 
invited  the  Minister  of  Militia  to  proceed  to  England  to 
discuss  the  question  of  defence  with  the  Defence  I'om- 
mittee,  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  Dominion  and 
British  systems  into  uniformity.  Hir  Frederick  Borden 
consequently  left  for  England  in  Noveml)er,  1903,  met 
the  Defence  (>)mmittee  and  made  a  number  of  arrange- 
ments mutually  advantageous  to  the  mother  country 
and  to  Canada. 

One  immediate  result  was  that  arrangements  were 
made  with  the  imperial  authorities  to  admit  a  certain 
numlier  of  Canadian  officers,  yearly,  to  the  Staff 
College.  On  the  invitation  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment. Colonel  Otter,  Colonel  Evans  and  Colonel  Drury 
had  already  attended  the  mana>uvres  held  in  the 
south  of  England  in  Septeml)er  this  year. 

On  account  of  the  numerous  changes  already  made 
or  deemed  to  be  necessary  in  the  militia  system,  and 
to  bring  the  law  more  in  accordance  with  modem 
requirements  in  Canada  and  in  touch  with  the  system 
either  prevailing  or  to  be  introduced  in  England,  Sir 
Frederick  Borden  submitted,  March  17,  1904,  a  new 
Militia  Bill  to  parliament.  In  introducing  it,  he 
stated,  in  part : — 

"Let  me  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  existing 
milit'a  law  is  practically  the  same  law  which  has  been 
on  the  statute-book  since  Confederation,  and  indeed 
it  was  on  the  statute-book  of  old  Canada  long  before 
that  date.    Times  have  changed  since  the  existing  law 
was  enacted;  Canada  has  grown  and  the  militia  force 
has  grown,  and  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  carry 
on    our    militia    system    advantageously    under    the 
existing  law.     Instead  of  amending  the  present  . 
I  thought  it  better  to  bring  in  an  entirely  new 
which  provides  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  law,  u^ 
which,  of  course,  includes  and  retains  many  of    its 

provisions I  may  say  that  we  have  examined, 

not  only  the  imperial  laws  »nd  the  laws  of  other 
colonies  of  the  empire,  but  the  laws  of  other  countries 
as  well,  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  incorporate  in 
this  Bill  the  best  there  is  in  them  all. 

"  It  will  be  found  that  in  the  Bill  which  I  now  intro- 
duce there  have  been  changes  made  in  certain  of  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  law;  there  have  been  im- 
portant additions-  to  it,  and  there  have  been  important 
omissions  from  it.  Among  the  more  important 
omissions  from' the  present  law  is,  in  the  first  place, 
the  disappearance  of  any  reference  to  the  naval  militia! 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  Bill  wUl  be  introduced  bv 
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thj.  Minwter  of  Marine  (Hon  Mr.  Prtlfontaine)  which 
will  niwt  all  the  requiremenU  in  thin  regard.  I  may 
i»>  that  this  In  done  at  the  HURgention  and  under  the 
advice  of  the  Colonial  Defence  Committee  and  of  the 
Admiralty.  (1). 

"The  next  important  omiMion  from  the  prewnt  law 
M  that  restriction  which  prevent,  the  appointment  of 
alanadian  officer  a.  commanding  officer  of  our  militia 
The  existing  MUitia  Act  providen  that  no  one  but  an 
imperial  officer,  and  no  one  below  the  rank  of  colonel 
in  the  British  army  shal.  be  appointed  general  officer 
commanding  the  militia  of  Canada.    The  new   Hill 
omits  this  restriction  and  leaves  it  open  to  a  Canadian 
or  to  any  qualified  person  within  the  British  empire  to 
be  appointed  by  the  government  as  commanding  officer 
of  the  Canadian  mUitia.    The  next  important  omission 
—military  men  will  consider  it  important,  although  in  a 
sense  it  is  perhaps  a  matter  of  minor  importance— 
the  next  omission  from  the  BUI  is  the  provision  in  the 
present  law  by  which  an  officer  of  the  British  army  of 
the  same  rank  as  a  Canadian  officer,  but  of  junior  date 
of  appointment,  takes  precedence  of  the  Canadian 
officer  in  the  militia  of  Canada.    This  provision  is  not 
included  in  the  present  Bill,  so  thut  in  future  imperial 
officers  who  come  here  to  serve  in  Canada  will  rank  with 
officers  of  the  Canadian  militia  according  to  the  date 
of  their  appointment. 

"  The  next  important  provision  which  is  not  included 
m  the  present  Bill,  but  which  exists  in  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  is  with  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  im- 
perial officer  commanding  the  imperial  troops  at  Hali- 
fax.   Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  in  case  of  war 
the  imperial  officer  commanding  the  imperial  troops  at 
Halifax,  no  matter  how  junior  he  might  be,  would 
immediately  take  command  of  the  whole  militia  of 
Canada  over  the  head  of  the  general  officer  commanding 
the  militia  of  this  country.    That  provision  has  been 
ehmmated  from  the  present  Bill,  und  no  allusion  what- 
ever ig  made  to  the  general  officer  commanding  at 
Halifax.    If  he  is  a  man  of  senior  rank,  he  would  in 
time  of  war,  by  virtue  of  his  seniority,  take  his  position 
as  head  of  the  forces  in  this  country. 

"  One  other  omission  is  made.  There  is  no  reference 
m  the  BUI  I  am  now  proposing  to  the  King's  Reguk- 
tions— Under  the  law  as  it  now  exists  the  King's 
R«gulation8  are  made  a  part  of  the  law  of  Canada.  This 
has  been  found  to  be  troublesome  and  cumbrous,  and 
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to  add  to  the  difficulties  of  «he  administration  of  the 
militia.  Therefore,  we  sha'i  rely  in  future  upon  the 
regulati.Hi»  made  in  (Canada  for  the  administratkm  of 
the  militia  of  Canada,  except  that  the  Army  Act  wiU 
apply.  It  was  at  first  thought  that  we  might  rensnact 
the  Army  Act  in  this  country;  but  it  U  a  very  long 
document  and  is  being  changed  from  time  to  time:  and 
after  Uking  the  best  advice  I  could  get  in  this  country' 
It  was  thought  wiser  to  adopt  the  British  Army  Act 
rather  than  to  attempt  to  re-enact  a  similar  Act  here  at 

present 

"Now,  I  will  mention  some  alterations  which  have 
been  made  in  different  provisions  of  the  law.    First 
it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  permanent  force  of  the 
mUitia  to  2,000.    The  present  law  |mvides  for  1  000 
in  the  near  future  the  popuhition  of  this  country  will  be 
double  the  population  of  the  country  at  the  time  the 
present    provision   was   made.    The   Northwest   and 
British  Columbia  have  since  that  time  become  parts 
of  the  Dominion.    ImporUnt  setUemenU  are  takmg 
place  m  the  Northwest,  and  gradually  as  the  country 
becomes  settled  the  Northwest  Mounted  Police  wiU 
proceed  to  other  spheres  of  usefulness,  and  the  militia 
of  the  country  will  have  to  take  the  responsibUity  of 
maintaining  order  there,  and  depots  wUl  be  required 
In  fact,  at  the  last  session  of  pariiament,  I  explained 
that  we  were  taking  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  an 
addition  of  500  men  to  the  permanent  force.    So  that 
I  thmk  this  increase  of  1,000  will  be  considered  to  be 
entirely  within  the  present  demands  of  the  country. 

"Another  change  which  I  propose  refers  to  the  pay 
of  the  permanent  force.    At  present  it  stands  at  forty 
cents  a  day,  with  certain  good-conduct  pay.    It  U  pro- 
posed  to  adopt  the  rate  of  pay  of  the  Northwest 
Mounted  Police  as  that  of  the  permanent  force  of  this 
c^un-v.    I  need  not  stop  here  to  aigue  the  point, 
because  this  can  be  better  done  on  the  second  reading- 
but  I  may  say  that  the  permanent  force  is  the  teaching' 
force  of  this  country,  the  one  upon  which  we  must 
lai^ly  depend  for  the  training  of  the  active  mUitia 
and  therefore  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  it  should 
be  composed  of  first-class  men.    The  pay  is  to  begin 
at  fifty  cents  a  day,  and  increase  at  the  rate  of  five 
cents  each  year  untU  it  reaches  seventy-five  cents  as 
the  maximum. 

'"The  next  change  is  in  the  rate  of  pay  of  the  active 
mUitia.  That  matter  has  been  discussed  here  on  many 
occasions  I  am  hP  ,py  to  be  able  to  say  that  this 
Bill  provides  that  whUe  the  pay  shall  begin  as  it  does 
now  at  fifty  cents  a  day,  there  shall  be  a  provision  bv 
regulation,  which  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  allowing  for  an  increase  year  by  year  untU  at 
the  end  of  three  years  f  1  a  day  may  be  paid  to  men 
who  have  shown  by  their  good  conduct  and  tl«,ir 


proflcieney  in  rifle  ihooting  that  they  Iwve  earned  It. 

"Another  ch«ngp  which  hag  been  nude  w  in  the  pro- 
vWon  for  giving  aid  to  the  civU  power  in  time  of  riot. 
It  ia  proposed  to  amend  the  law  aa  it  now  itanda  by 
providing  that  the  active  militia  shall  only  be  umhI 
in  the  lupprenion  of  riota  or  in  aid  of  the  civil  power 
when  the  permanent  force  is  not  available,  or  not  in 
sufficient  number  to  be  utilised. 

"One  other  alteration  proposes  to  extend  the  period 
for  annual  drill  from  sixteen  days  to  thirty  days.  It 
ia  not  compulsory,  but  it  wUI  be  possible,  if  occasion 
requires,  to  make  that  extension  of  time.  The  present 
law  provides  fw  sixteen  days,  but  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  make  the  period  twelve  days.  It  is  not 
probable  that  that  wiU  be  exceeded,  but  it  was  thought 
desirable  that  power  should  be  given  to  the  govern- 
ment, if  at  any  time  it  might  be  necessary.forthedrill 
to  be  extended  in  certain  cases  to  thirty  days. 

"I  now  come  to  the  additions  to  the  law  proposed 
in  this  BiU.  I  shall  at  first  call  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions in  reference  to  cadets.  We  have  had  many 
discussions  in  this  House  on  this  matter,  and  it  was  pro- 
mised that  when  the  new  BiU  was  proposed,  provision 
would  be  made  for  the  enrolment  of  cadeta.  I  cannot 
do  better  than  read  the  clauses:— 

'"73.  The  minister  may  (a)  authorise  boys  over 
12  years  of  age  who  are  attending  school  to  be  formed 
into  school  cadet  corps;  (b)  authorise  boys  over  14 
years  of  age  and  under  18  years  of  age  to  be  formed 
into  senior  cadet  corps;  (c)  authorise  senior  cadet 
corps  or  any  portion  thereof  to  be  attached  to  any 
portion  of  the  active  militia  for  the  purpose  of  drill 
and  training. 

"'74.  AU  cadet  corps  shaU  be  subject  to  the  auth- 
ority and  under  the  orders  of  the  district  officer  com- 
manding. 

'"75.  Cadet  corps  shaU  be  drilled  and  tramed  as 
rwescribed,  and  may  be  furnished  with  arms,  am- 
munition and  equipment  under  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed  ' 

"There  is  a  provision  in  the  BUI  for  the  appomt- 
ment  of  officers  to  rank  as  brigadier-generals  tempor- 
arily. This  will  be  found  necessary  under  the  pro- 
posed mcrease  of  the  mUitia  at  times  of  camp.  There 
is  a  further  provision  that  the  rank  of  major-general 
may  be  conferred  upon  colonels  on  retirement,  who 
have  held  the  highest  executive  appointments  on  the 
headquarters  staff,  for  distinguished  service  in  ihe 
country." 

A  protracted  debate  took  {dace  on  this  bUl,  indicating 
the  greatly  increased  interest  taken  by  the  country's 
public  men  and  their  constituents  in  the  once-neglected 
question  of  national  defence.  While  the  bill  van 
before  pariiament,  a   lengthy,   able,    but   somewhat 
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acrini.    inus  discussion   was  precipitat4>d  by    what   U 
known  as  the  "  Uundonald  Incident." 

The  iCari  of  Duudonald.  commanding  the  militia, 
at  a  dinner  tendered  to  him  by  the  officers  of  the 
.Montreal  division,  June  4,  used  hinguage  reflecting 
upon  the  conduct  of  a  member  of  the  government  hi 
connection  with  the  filling  of  military  appointments 
charging  that  political  intrigue  rather  than  military 
efficiency  had  determined  the  selection  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  a  newly  organised  cavah-y  regiment. 

The  government's  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
matter  in  pariiament  on  June  9,  and  after  investigation 
takmg  the  ground  that  not  only  was  there  no  jusfifica-^ 
tion  for  the  specific  reflections  made,  but  that  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Dundonald  was  in  direct  violation 
of  the  principles  of  mUitary  discipline  and  the  rules 
of  the  service,  and  subversive  of  the  principles  of  con- 
stitutional government,  an  order  in  council  was  passed 
dispensing  with  Lord  Dundonald's  services  as  general 
officer  commanding  the  militia. 

This  regrettable  incident  resulted  in  the  discussion 
on  the  Militia  Bill  being  prolonged,  and  for  some  time 
speeches  assumed  a  rather  bitter  tone. 

WhUe  the  bUl  was  still  under  discussion,  an  entirely 
new  system  was  adopted  at'the  War  Office  in  London 
as  a  result  of  the  adoption  by  the  government  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  known  as  the  aher  Com- 
mittee, which  was  appointed  by  the  Balfour  govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  investigating  und  reporting 
on  all  matters  connected  with  the  organisation  of  the 
War  Office,  and  making  a  report.    This  report  pro- 
vided for  a  in-actical  reconstruction  of  the  War  Office 
The  results  seemed  to  be  so  far  satisfactory  by  July 
1904,  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Borden,  minister  of 
mUitia,  m  view  of  the  course  which  had  been  pursued 
by  the  War  Office,  a  course  which  had  resulted  from 
difficulties  which  were  found  to  exist  in  working  out 
the  complicated  system  which  had  obtained  in  Eng- 
land, and  which,  to  some  extent,  had  been  in  existence 
m  Canada,  thought  it  advisable  to  provide,  in  the 
new  MUitia  BUl  then  before  pariiament,  the  machinery 
by  which  the  government  of  Canada  might  foUow  the 
example  of  the  imperial  government. 

July  11,  Sir  Frederick  outlined  in  pariiament  the 
prmcipal  changes  he  jH-oposed  to  make  in  the  bUl 
He  explained  that  the  system  in  force  since  Confedera- 
tion had  not  operated  satisfactory,  and- continued,  in 
part:— "There  are  many  difficulties  which  I  think 
act  against  the  public  interest  in  the  endeavour  to  work 
out  this  system,  difficulties  which  wiU  be  overcome 
entuiely  or  very  Urgely  by  the  new  system.  One  of 
these  difficulties  is  that  there  has  been  absolute  want 
of  continuity  under  the  existing  system.  Each  new 
general  officer  commanding  who  comes  to  this  country 


rnvmH  to  U.  ^nmmmo,l  with  thf  i.|.>a  that  it  i..  hix  duty 
to  ovorlun.  mi<l  chnMR..  rviTythiiiK  <I"Mi.  I.v  hii.  fm^ 
•lm^,r.     Th.-n.  an-  no  nn-onln  to  nhow  in  dptnil  th.. 
reu«m«  for  the  roiicliiNionM  whifh  thr  (liff.-n-iit  K<>n<>rul 
oHiporH  roniniutKliiiK  havi.  nwhnl.     ri..|rr  the  new 
HyNtftii  then,  will  Ih>  »  militia  ronnril  rr.rn^pon.linK 
to  what  iM  in  KnKlan.1  rallnl  the  army  ronniil.     That 
rounril  will  lie  romp<iw><l  of  the  miniiitpr  of  militia  ox 
fhairmun  of  the  (•o.incil,  with  four  military  men  anil 
two  udditionul  rivilian..     Kvprything  thatin  <loni>  at 
that  coinuil  will  1m.  mwl..  a  iimtter  of  n-conl,  or  at  any 
rati-  .-very  conrliwion  of  im|M.rfanrt'  which  ix  n>ach«l 
l.y  that  <M,iiMril  will  U>  nmilo  a  matter  of  mronl.  so 
that  if  thprp  In>  u  chanp.  of  minixt.-n.  or  u  chunup  <>f 
odic-rH,  the  record  will  remain  there  f.ir  the  (iiiidanc,-  of 
th.w  who  may  come  afterwards,  un<l  when  chunueH 
an-  HU(«e«te<l,  nieann  will  lie  found  to  compare  new 
proponalu     with    old     propo«ali). 

•The  miniHter  for  the  time  Immiir  will  lie  the  chairman 
of  the  nnhtia  council;  the  principal  military  officer  will 
lie  known  ax  the  chief  of  the  Keneral  ntaff.  "  Then  there 
wdl  lie  the  adjufant-ffeneral,  the  ([uartermaiiter-Reneral 
ami  the  master-Keiural  <if  ordnance.  The  tw.i  addi- 
tionol  civiliaiw  w.mld  lie  the  deputy  minister  and, 
probably,  the  chief  accountant  of  the  department. 

"  I  think  that  ho  far  ax  the  reconxtitution  of  the  head- 
quarters is  c(incerne<l  the  conditions  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  war  office  in  Kngland,  and  I  cannot  8« 
any  difficulty  at  all  on  that  score.  All  my  hon.  friends 
who  have  written  ine  on  the  subject  ami  some  of  the 
most  eminent  military  authorities  ajtree  '^at  there 
will  lie  no  dilficulty  whatever  in  applying  uie  system 
so  far  as  the  war  office  is  concerned.  When  it  comes 
to  the  question  of  decentralization  it  may  lie  that 
we  will  not  lie  able  to  go  as  far  in  this  ^untry  as 
they  hove  gone  in  England.  I  do  not  think  "that 
policy  can  lie  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  militio 
force  as  easily  as  in  eomiection  with  the  regular  army. 

"  I'nder  the  system  there  will  be  no  general  officer 
commanding.  There  is  no  commander  in  chief  in 
England  to-day.  and  there  wUl  lie  no  general  officer 
commanding  here.  There  would  be  a  first  military 
officer  known  as  the  chief  of  the  general  staff,  the  most 
important  military  officer  in  the  coimtr>-,  as  he  is 
to-day  the  most  imp<irtant  military  officer  In  England, 
except  some  of  the  generals  commanding  in  chief  in 
some  of  the  large  districts.  I'nder  the  new  system 
we  woul(  have  more  imp<irtant  commands  than  we 
have  to-day.  The  centralization  would  lie  carried 
out  to  some  extent,  perhaps  not  to  the  same  extent 
as  m  Englond.  so  that  officers  commanding  districts 
would  have  much  greater  powers  than  they  have  at 
the  present  moment,  and  properly  so,  liecause  these 
men.  if  they  are  ever  to  Iv.  fit  to  eom.nand,  must  have 


expenener  in  times  of  peace  which  will  enable  them 
to  (lerfiirm  the  duties  which  may  lie  r».<|uire<l  <if  them 
m  u«WH  of  war.'--^.  H.  of  C.  Hansanl,  J„|v  |l  »„,! 
(.inl  l{4>adnig  of  Hill)  Aug.  2,  IMM. 

The  bill  as  thus  amendeil  by  the  .Minister  of  Militia 
hnally  pasMMl,  and  was  asxented  to  as  Act  4  Filward 
VII,  Chapter  23,  August  10th. 

.-Vmong  its  most  important  new  pnivisions  were  the 
following:— 

"Section  7.  The  (!<iyern<ir  in  Council  may  appoint  • 
nnlitm  council  to  advise  the  minister  .m  all  matters 
relating  t,i  the  militia,  which  are  referral  to  the  council 
by  the  minister.  The  comixwition,  pmcedun-  and 
[lowers  of  the  oiimci:  shall  lie  as  prtwrilie*!  " 

•Section  a.   There  may  Ik-  (1)  appiinted  an  officer 

who  shall  hol.l  rank  not  liel.iw  that  of  the  colonel  in 

the  militia  or  in  His  Majesty's  regular  army,  who  may 

iH-,  subject  to  the  regulations  and  under  the  direction 

of  the  minister,  charged  with  the  militar>-  command  of 

the  mihtia,  and  such  officer  shall  have  the  rank  of 

major-general  in  the  militW.  and  shall  lie  paid  at  such 

rate,  not  exceetling  «6,0(K)  per  annum,  as  is  preseriiied. 

".n.  There  may  lie  app<iii.t«l  an  officer  who  shall 

h(.ld  rank  not  below  that  of  colonel  in  the  militia  or  in 

His  Majesty's  regular  army,  who  may  lie,  subject  to  the 

regulations  and  under  the  direction  of  the  minister 

charged  with  the  military  inspection  <if  the  militia,  an.l 

suehothcer  shall  be  paid  at  such  rate,  not  -xceeding 

•0,UUU  per  annum,  as  is  prescrilie<l. 

"32.  The  duties  and  authority  of  each  of  the  officers 
respectively  referred  to  in  the  two  next  prt-cediiig 
sections  shall  lie  defined  by  the  fiovernor  in  Council  " 

"36  The  Ciovenior  in  Council  may  establish  a 
Keneral  staff,  head<,uartei«  staff,  and  district  staff 
and  may  appoint  a  chief  of  the  general  staff  and  such 
officen,  to  the  respective  staffs  as  art-  deemed  necessary, 
and  shall  define  their  duties  and  authority." 

CJeneral  (>ders  of  June  1.5,  1904,  provided  that 
(olonel  the  Right  Honourable  .Matthew,  I^rd  Avimer 
adjutant-general,  would  act  as  ofl^eer  commanding  the 
tanadian  militia  in  succession  to  the  Earl  of  Dun- 
donald  retired.  By  (}.0.  166.  Novemlier  1,  1904 
l>ird  Aylmer  was  appointed  "Inspector-General  of 
the  (anadian  Forces,"  with  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general. 

The  same  order  contained  the  following:-Brigadier- 
Oeneral  P.  H.  N.  Lake,  C.B.,  Chief  Staff  officer 
Southern  Command.  Oreat  Britain,  is  app„inte<i 
(temporarily)  chief  of  the  general  staff,  with  rank  of 
origadier-general  in  the  (Canadian  forces  while  so  em- 
ployed,  such  rank  to  date  from  2nd  .March,  1904  under 
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in  ttw  bill  u  arigiiuily  prannttd 
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THE  MILITIA  COUNCIL  (1) 


c-i.:"'2l«^!'r.'.  °;'^i;.r'fc°hiS1.v  rh^^;^;rar?u;?  I^'T"^  "'"'i,-  v'^-p-'-™..  2.  M,i„r. 


r-Ceneral  P.  H.  N.  Lake, 


Accoununt  and  Payiiia»ler.General  (Finance  Member).        """"*'^'-     "'  J-  ^-  Borden.  Esq.. 
(.)  Th.  H™.  «,  r.  W.  Bord.„,  K.C.M.G..  «c..  M,m«„  „,  Mi.i.U.  i.  Pr^den.  u,  .h.  Mili.i.  Co„«i,.     «„  Fr„n.,.pi^. 

Ill 


JJ»vl  -.n.  of  action  47.  MUiti.  Art.    Irt  Novrmbw. 

Brif«lier^ni«J  Uke  h«J  tinmdy  «erv^  .  torm 
in  C«n«U  M  <|u*rtenM.tw^(«H.r«|  of  militia  with 
uiiivrrMi  Mfvptm...,  „d  Iwd  lemponirily  ^trt  •■ 
jwii-nU  offlmr  eomnuuidiiic  after  the  deiMrtun  of 
Major-Oeiiena  OMcoiRM. 

u  '  »'*^m'??'  •***  »"»  -Colonel  and  Bi»vet  C-olonel 
H.  H.  \id«l  WW  appointed  •.ljut«.t-«enenU  to  the 
lanadmn  forren  with  the  RulMtantive  rank  of  colonel 

(ieneral  Ortler  167,  Novemlier  14.  p  ovided  for  the 
following  chaniea  in  the  headquarter*  lUff:— 

(!olonel  I).  A.  Maedonald,  1.8.0.,  I>.G.  of  O.,  to  be 
i|uar»erma»ter-«eneral.     lAth  November    1904* 

Colonel  W.  H.  Cotton.  Q.M.O..  to  be  ma.ter  iteneral 
of  the  ordnance,  under  the  proviiUoni*  of  section  35  of 
The  Militia  Act,  1004.     ISth  November,  1004. 

G.O  17,  dated  December  28,  1904,  provided'for  the 
followinn  appointment*  to  the  headquartem  staff:— 

To  be  director-general  of  medical  gervices:  Colonel 
E.  Fillet,  D.8.0.     lat  December,  1904. 

To  l)e  director  of  clothing  and  equipment:  Ueuten- 
ant-Colonel  J.  B.  Donaldaon,  from  nwiatant  dinctor- 
ICeneral  of  ordnance,  lit  December,  1904. 

To  be  director  of  traniport  and  «upplie«:  Ueutenant- 
tolonel  J.  L.  Biggar,  from  awiitant  quartermaater 
general,     lit  December,  1904. 

To  be  director  of  artillery:  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W. 
Rutherford,  from  aaaiaUnt  adjutant-genernl  of  artU- 
lery.     lit  December,  1004. 

To  be  directw  of  engineer  services:  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  P.  Weatherbe,  from  director-general  of  en- 
gineer  aorvicea.     lit  December,  1004. 

l>uring  the  year  1004,  the  whde  of  the  ragimental 
eatablishmenU  of  active  militia  were  reviaed,  and 
new  liat8  providing  eaubiiahmenta  on  a  peace 
and  war  footing  wen  iaaued.  A  number  of  8ub-Urget 
guna  were  pticured  for  the  uae  of  the  mUitia  in  con- 
nection with  muaketry  inatruction. 

In  accordance  with  the  new  MUitia  Act  an  increased 
scale  of  pay  for  aU  ranks  was  authorised,  and  efficiency 
pay  for  warrant  ofBoen,  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiera  of  the  active  militia,  the  permanent  force 
excepted,  provided  for,  with  a  view  to  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  several  units  of  the  mUitia  by  inducing 
men  to  continue  to  serve  therein. 

During  the  year  1,770  officers,  19,10S  non-com- 
missioned officera  and  men.  and  4,400  horses  received 
12  days  training  in  district  camps;  and  979  officers, 
12,997  non-commissioned  officers  *nd  men,  and  1,032 
horses  (city  oorps)  at  local  headquarters. 

The  present  order  of  things  as  regards  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  force  was  inaugurated  at  the  beginning 
of  1905,  the  first  general  order  of  that  vear.  dated 


Janu^  ard,  wwllni  ••  followa:-By  •«  Order  in 
Cmmei^dit^l  ,he  17lh  Novemb.,.  |004,  ..  «««hW 
by  an  OHer  in  Cbunril  dated  the  7th  Dewmbw,  1004 
whieh  re*!  as  follows,  the  onanintion  of  the  MUitii^ 
Council  was  authorised  :— 

"On  a  report  dated  15th  November,  ,1004,  from  the 
Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence,  submittimr  that  hv 
the  MUitia  Art.  1004,  see.  7.  it  l.'«uZl  m  fJlSi.:^ 
Tfce  Governor  bi  CouneU  may  appoint  a  Militia  Cbuneil 
to  advise  the  minister  on  all  matters  rebt  ng  to  the 
mU^tia  which  are  referred  to  the  CouncU  by  the  minister 
The  imposition,  procedure  and  powers  of  the  eouneu' 
shall  be  as  preseribed.' 

ui.]?*.?"'"''^r'"^''  "*'  "  ■•  «l*«li««t  that  • 
Militia  (ouncil  he  appointed  acco«lingly,  and  re- 
comn^ends  that  it  be  constituted  under  the  title  of 
The  MUitia  CouncU,'  ,„d  that  it  be  eomposed  „f  »!« 
following  members:—  ^^ 

."r?'«^'~'^  **'"'■*"  "*  ""'"•  •»««  "*'««*• 
Ist  Military  Member-n.  Chief  of  the  General 

Otftn. 

"2hd  Military  Membe'r-The  Adjutant-General. 
"iw    «i^  Member-The  Quartennaater-Oeneral. 
"4th    MUlt«y    Member-The    Marter.G«[«ral^ 
Ordnanee. 

DBf£«  **•"•'*'-'"«  Deputy  Minister  of  Militia  and 

"Finance  Member— The  Accountant  of  the  DeoarU 
ment  of  MUitia  and  Defence.  "^ 

nf  2u  *  T^  ^.  ^  '"^"^^  t>y  the  Minister 
of  Militia  and  Defence  from  amcmg  the  olerioal  staff  of 
the  Department  of  MUitia  and  Defence." 
O.O.  65,  dated  Headquarters,  OtUwa,  April  4.  1005 

S^h^f  r  '^  T**'**  "'  »•*  ^^^  commwKta.' 
with  the  following  officers  commanding  :— 

Western  Ontario  Command-To  command,  (with 
temporary  rank  of  brigadier-general),  in  addition  to 
the  command  of  No.  2  mUitary  distrirt:  Colonel  W.  D 
Otter,  C.B.,  A.D.C..    Irt  Jlay,  1006. 

Eastern  Ontario  Command.-To  command,  (with 
subsuntive  rank  of  colonel),  in  addition  to  the  com- 
mwd  of  No^  3  mUitary  distrirt:  Ueutenant-Colonel 
and  Brevrt  Colonel  W.  D.  Gordon.     1st  May   1005 

Quebee  Command-To  command,  (with  substantive 
rank  of  colonel),  in  addition  to  the  command  of  No  5 
military  distrirt:  Ueutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet  Col- 
onel L.  Buchan,  C.M.O.     lat  May,  1905. 

Maritime  Provinces  Command-To  command  (with 
substantive  rank  of  colonel)  in  addition  to  the  command 
of  No  9  military  distrirt:  Ueutenant-Colonel  and 
B«vet  Colonel  C.  W.  IMiry,  C.B..  R.C.A.     Irt  May 

The  grouping  of  the  mUitary  dirtricts  of  eastern 
<OTada  mto  higher  unit*   had   been  advocated   bv 
111  ' 
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tf*  ywM»  pnvioiMly.  Sm. 
,  dirtrk'U  bDMim  iht  WMti-m 
(taurio  CoirmMid;  Nm.  3  wid  4,  tho  iCMtvri  Ontario 
OomiiMnd;  Km.  ft,  6  Mid  7,  the  QurbM  Comimuid, 
Mid  Km.  g,  9  Mid  13,  ilw  MMitlnw  ProvbicM  ComniMid. 
Th«  objeru  of  thW  orRMiiMtion  www,  Ant.  to  •fford 
MiMtcd  offlMm  ol  the  mUlli*  pnctioe  in  thi>  hiKh<>r 
dutiw  of  eommand  mkI  Mlminintntion.  hy  piMing 
them  in  ehame  of  laife  bodira  of  troop*  •pproxinwtinK 
to  the  oomnwnda  which  they  woul«|  exercliie  in  the 
event  of  war;  leeondly,  deeentraliution,  with  the 
object  of  reilevinx  raUitia  headquarten  of  a  (reat 
aiSM  of  deUll  queMionii  which  could  be  far  better 
dealt  with  locally,  and,  thirdly,  the  introduction  of  a 
lyitem  of  adminietratlon  which  would  be  the  ume 
both  for  peace  and  war.  Incidentally  the  creation  oi 
theae  eonunanda  opened  up  a  far  more  attractive  pr  >- 
fcMional  career  for  offieen  of  ability  than  it  had  hitl.>rto 
been  ponible  to  offer  them. 

The  following  itafT  officer*  and  head*  of  drpartmenta 
were  allotted  for  each  of  the*e  command*:— Htalf 
ofBeera:— Chief  itaff  officer,  deputy-aaeistant-adjutant- 
faneral. 

Headi  of  departmenU:— Ui*trict  engineer,  *enior 
Army  Service  Corpe  officer,  principal  medical  officer, 
ienior  .Ordnance  Stores  Corpe  officer,  lenior  paymaster, 
priacipal  veterinary  officer. 

During  1008,  the  cavalry  and  infantry  were  organised 
into  brigades,  and  the  Royal  Canadian  Field  Artillery 
was  reorganised  as  Horse  Artillery. 

The  attendance  at  annual  drill  during  1005,  and 
•specially  at  the  camps  of  instruction,  was  highly 
satisfactory.  Indeed,  the  total  number  of  men  trained 
naebed  a  higher  figure  by  4,000  than  that  of  any 
previous  year.  This  was  no  doubt  largely  attributable 
to  the  effleieney  pay  introduced  in  1004. 

During  the  year,  the  department  carried  out  the 
project  for  acquiring  a  suitable  territory  for  a  central 
training  camp,  land  at  Fktawawa,  Ont.,  being  secured. 
The  new  camp  ground  is  situated  In  the  county  of 
Renfrew,  near  Pembroke,  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  and  is,  roughly  speaking,  about  eight 
miles  by  ten.  It  lies  upon  the  Ottawa  river,  and 
affords  excellent  ranges  for  both  artillery  and  infantry. 
Steps  have  since  been  taken  to  prepare  it  for  regular 
occupation,  and  suitable  buildings,  ranges,  etc.,  erected. 
In  June,  1906,  the  military  members  of  the  Militia 
Council  submitted  to  the  minister  a  memorandum  on 
general  militia  policy,  wUch  was  approved  by  him  and 
laid  before  parliament.  To  the  carrying  out  of  that 
policy  the  efforts  of  the  department  have  been  steadily 
directed  with  satisfactory  results. 

But  by  far  the  most  important  event  in  1005,  from 
a  military  point  of  view,  was  the  fact  that  the  Dominion 


t«»k  over  from  His  Majealy'*  regular  troop*  the  re*. 
punsibtlity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Imperial  for- 
tre**  of  Halifax,  K.H.,  the  control  (rf  which  i*  now 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  Canada.  The  Dominion 
government  also  arranged  aimilarly  to  B**imie  control 
of  K*quimault.  Canada  thus  relieve.!  the  Hriti*h  tax- 
payer  of  the  burden  of  any  military  expenditure  what- 
ever fr  nilltary  purpiMc*  within  her  border*.  On  her 
part .  I  mother  country  treated  Canada  with  liberality, 
in  handing  over  the  fortrease*  free  of  charge,  complete, 
up  to  date,  and  fully  equipped  in  every  reepect. 

In  con*e<|uenee  of  the  decision  of  the  Dominioii 
government  to  assume  the  entire  defence  of  the  Do- 
minion, an  Increase  of  the  permanent  fom-  ws*  au- 
thorised from  2,000  to  (If  necessary )  5.000  of  all  rank*, 
and  recruiting  wa*  actively  commenced  in  the  month 
of  April,  1005,  for  the  additional  force  required  in  con- 
nection with  the  gariiaon  at  Halifax.  The  recruiting 
wa*  satisfactory  in  pouit  of  numlwni.  and  the  cla*«  of 
recruit*  obtained  was  good,  their  physique  being  much 
above  the  average  for  infantry  r'  the  line. 

Owing  to  thi*  large  augmentation,  it  wa*  nece**ary 
to  obtain,  for  *ervice  in  the  permanent  force,  a  few 
officer*,  non-con»mia*ione<l  officers  and  men  from  the 
Imperial  army.  The  Imperial  government  granted 
the  non-communioned  officer*  and  men  free  discharges, 
with  permisMlon  to  enli*t  in  the  permanent  force,  the 
Dominion  government  undertaking  to  give  them  in  the 
permanent  force  the  rank  they  heM  in  the  army  and 
to  count  their  army  *ervice  toward*  pay,  promotion 
and  pension,  the  portion  of  the  pension  earned  in  the 
army  to  be  borne  by  the  Imperial  government. 

Two  additional  eompanii*  were  formed  to  replace  the 
two  companies  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Oarrison  ArtU- 
lery  sent  to  Halifax  from  Quebec. 

An  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Royal  Cnnadian 
Engineers  was  authorised. 

Five  additional  companies  were  added  to  the  Royal 
Canadian  Regiment,  and  were  organised  to  reinforce 
the  five  old  companies,  which  were  recruited  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  their  full  strength. 

It  was  also  found  necessary  to  organise  a  corps  of 
military  staff  clerks  as  a  separate  unit  of  the  permanent 
force,  with  a  strength  of  one  warrant  officer  and  thirty 
staff-sergeants  and  sergeants. 

May  16,  the  following  appeared  In  orders:— "Brig- 
adle  -General  (temporary)  P.  H.  N.  Lake,  C.B.,  having 
been  appointed  a  major-general  in  HIg  Majesty's  re- 
gular  army  from  the  23rd  March,  1005,  is.  under  the 
provisions  of  paragraph  47  of  the  MUitia  Act,  granted 
the  rank  of  ma.'or-general  (temporary)  in  the  militia 
from  the  above  date,  and  is  cnnfirmmi  in  his  appoint- 
ment of  chief  of  the  general  staff. ' 


Octohcr  n.  tins,  Major  mmI  Rrvvvt  l>utMUMil- 
Cnlonri  W.  G.  OwAtkin,  Manrhrat^  rrfftmrai,  ap- 
pMMvd  in  ordm  aa  Iwing  appi>lnu«l  "FHrpptnr  of 
OpmlioiM  and  Htaff  IHiiIm  on  lhi>  (Ivnrral  Htaff," 
with  thr  tf^mporary  ranic  of  Liputraanl-niliMivl  in  thr 
militia,  takiiis  rank  and  pmmimet  in  thi  militia 
from  Jan.  6.  1004,  that  Wins  th»  data  of  hin  army 
rank  an  liputniaiit-enlonrl. 

In  coiiiHvtion  with  the  trannfw  of  the  fortmw  of 
Haiifox  to  thr  Dominion  |p>v<vnmnit.  it  was  found 
nprraMry  to  t«>mpararily  rvuiii  thi»  uprvieM  of  Major- 
nwiwal  Hir  Charlm  M.  B.  Vmnoim,  K.C.M.O..  com- 
mandini,  and  a  number  of  hia  nulxirdinatv  offtrm 
aftrr  the  dat«  flxed  for  thi>  withilrawal  of  thr  itritinh 
Irnop*,  and  arranRpmrntii  having  \irm  made  with  the 
Imperial  Kovenimrnt,  they  were  temporarily  taken 
on  the  Kt  ength  of  the  Canadian  militia.  (*♦  (».0. 
»e,  Dec.  0,  igus). 

Thix  traimfrr  of  a  number  of  Nrnior  Imperial  ntfireni, 
in  their  army  rankii,  to  the  Canadian  militia  empha- 
iiiieii  the  great  change  in  the  utatuii  of  the  national 
force  from  the  dayii  when  the  militia  wa«  a  mere 
auxiliary  of  the  regular  army,  whow  chief  uaefulnew 
m  war  time  wa«  the  railing  of  recruit*  to  form  pro- 
viaional  Iwttalionii. 

The  tranifer,  to  the  Donunion  of  Canada,  of  the 
garriion,  fortiAcationa  and  military  building!)  of  the 
Imperial  fortreM  at  Halifax,  N.H.,  which  waa  nearing 
contpletion  at  the  end  of  1903,  wa«  practically  com- 
pleted during  1006. 

8imilarly  fhp  Mialing  Htation  at  EnquinMult,  B.C., 
wan  entirely  taken  over  from  the  Imperial  troopi*  during 
they(>ar. 

The  formn!  tranifer  of  the  two  fortrenei  took  place 
on  January  IN,  1006.  The  command  of  Halifax  being 
a«umed  by  Col.  C.  W.  Drury,  C.B.,  commanding 
Maritime  Provinoei;  that  of  E^Kiuimault  by  Col.  J.  O. 
Holmei,  commanding  M.D.  No.  11. 

Tue  increaae  to  the  permanent  force,  required  in 
order  to  enable  the  infantry,  artillery  and  engineera  to 
provide  efficiently  for  the  neoemary  garrimni  of 
Halifax  and  Eiquimalt,  proved  difficult.  Recruiting 
luffered  leriouily  from  the  state  of  the  labour  market 
and  the  univeraal  demand  for  labour  at  high  wages. 
To  meet  the  resulting  shortage  of  men,  until  such  time 
as  the  classes  from  which  recruits  are  drawn  in  this 
country  become  better  aware  of  the  advantages  offered 
by  military  service,  the  experiment  was  tried  of  en- 
listing volunteers  from  certain  British  regular  regi- 
ments, which,  during  the  year,  were  in  process  of  dis- 
bandment,  direct  into  the  permanent  force.  The  Army 
Council  was  good  enough  to  give  its  consent. 

A  new  departure  was  made  during  the  year  by  the 
eomf^ctiou  of  amngcmcnts  for  the  temporary  inier- 


ehaii„  -  of  ailMtcd  ollle»n  with  the  govemmenta  gf 
ladia  and  Australia. 

lUptain  J.  H.  Ktmrity,  Royal  Canadian  UragDOM, 
was  altaehad  to  the  Indian  army  for  a  year,  wkUt 
Ueut.-C  ;.  O.  B.  M.  V.  Hhore,  D.RO.,  IHth  Tlwam' 
Lanetra,  waa  sent  to  the  Canadian  militia  to  All  hb 
place. 

Wmilarly  Lieutenant  K,  Clairmnnte,  Rnyal  Canadian 
Artillery,  was  attached  to  the  Aurtralian  IVnnanmt 
Koreca  and  Lieutenant  V.  H.  Lonf-Innei,  Royal  Aus- 
tralian Artillery,  took  his  place. 

It  was  hopKl  that  the  new  leheme  would  afford 
offlcen  of  the  Dominion  an  opportunity  of  itudying 
the  military  lystems  of  other  portioni  of  the  empire 
and  of  widening  their  military  knowledge  aiKl  ex- 
perience thereby. 

During  thii  year  a  coiiiklerable  improvement  wai 
effected  in  thr  training  lyitem  of  the  active  militia. 
MtepB  'v-re  taken  at  the  camps  to  eliminate  as  far  ai 
poMtible  all  movementi  not  of  general  utility,  with  a 
view  to  giving  more  attention  to  essentials,  and  with 
good  results.  As  city  corps  generally  suffer  from  too 
constant  drill  in  drill-halls  and  too  little  work  in  the 
Aeld,  an  opportunity  to  remedy  this  defect  was 
offered  by  giving  permission  to  city  corps  to  form 
provisional  battalions  for  four  days  attendance  at  the 
district  camps. 

During  the  year  *006,  l.BfiO  officers,  24,112  non- 
commissioned offieen  and  men,  and  6,M7  hones  n- 
ceived  12  days  training  in  district  camps;  and  012 
officers,  12,330  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, 
and  284  horses  simikr  training  at  local  headquarters. 
162  offieers,  1,334  non-eommiisioned  officers  and  men, 
and  64  horses  received  leas  than  12  days  training. 

Although  authority  was  obtained  from  parliament 
in  lOOS  to  raise  the  establishment  of  the  permanent 
force  to  a  maximum  not  exceeding  S,000  men,  in 
order  to  provide  fur  the  garrisons  of  Halifax  and 
Esquimalt  and  other  requirer.  ents,  it  waa  decided  that 
the  increase  should  only  proceed  gradiwlly,  and  as  funds 
were  available.  For  the  year  1906  it  was  determined 
that  the  numbers  should  not,  for  financial  reasons,  ex- 
ceed the  following:— Royal  Canadian  Dragoons,  200 
all  ranks;  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles,  120;  Royal 
Canadian  Horse  Artillery,  258;  Royal  Canadian  Qarri- 
son  Artillery,  790;  Royal  Canadian  Engineers,  300; 
Royal  Canadian  Regiment,  1,067-  Army  Service  Corps, 
100;  Army  Medical  Corps,  100;  Ordnance  Stores  Corps, 
120;  total,  3,055. 

The  permanent  force  was  served  during  the  year  with 
the  Ross  rifle,  Mark  II,  and  many  rifle  associations 
with  the  same  rifle,  Mark  I. 

Complaints,  as  to  these  riflee  (the  first  of  Canadian 
make  issued  tu  the  uiilitia),  according  to  tiie  annual 
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wport  of  the  MiUll.  CouneU,  dkl  not  .ppw  to  h*  mow 
rnniUMit  thMi  thow  nuMie  about  ntht^  i«rvi<w  ritk; 
•I  ihtir  Arrt  tntniduetkNi.  IMi«ta  otiMTVPfl  wm 
bstiti  npMly  n>imdii>d. 

A.  thb  Titk  •iim  at  twins  •  modWcatkift  of  ■•! 
iwxteni  pattern*  of  «niaU-amw,  its  introduction  ir- 
VtaJed  the  weak  pointii  Intierent  in  new  modeb.  They 
an  now  well  known,  and  good  procreM  ha»  been  made 
towardN  reniedyinf  them.  A  very  eaieful  and  thorouxh 
inipectbn  In  made,  during  manufacture,  of  oomponenU 
md  of  the  flnUhed  rifle.  The  material*  enterinR  into 
the  compoaition  of  the  rifle  are  caiefuMy  trated,  and 
defect.,  a*  far  a«  poMible,  obviated.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  inveetiitatioM  have  been  made  at  the  factwy 
by  the  inspector  of  imall-arnii  on  the  followinc  nmin 
point*,  in  the  matter  of  which  nome  defect*  have  Rhown 
them*elve*;-HlKht«,  band*,  butt  plate*,  nuMiacine  feed 
and  extractor. 

The  remainder  of  the  Held  batierie*  were  completely 
rearmed  with  W-pr.  B.L.  gun*  during  the  year,  an.; 
the  full  complement  of  ammunition  completed.  Thie 
dtatribution  releaaed  from  the  field  force*  the  Bpr 
R.M.L  Thia  gm  being  obwjete,  it  i*  not  propoaed 
to  tfimm  it  a*  aiervioe  weapon.  A*,  however,  the 
13-fir.  gun  !3  being  replaced  in  other  armie*  by  a  moro 
modem  quick-firing  weapon,  a  supply  of  the  new  18.pr. 
q.f.  gun  adopted  for  the  Britiah  service  has  been 
ordered  from  England,  the  delivery  of  which  U  shortly 
expected. 

The  expenditu(«  on  account  of  the  militia  for  1905-6 
amounted  to  t5,A94,000  or  $1,644,167  In  exoe«i  of  the 
amount  expended  during  1904^,  the  increase  being 
distributed  as  follows:— I'ermwient  force,  tl  014  166- 
annual  driU,  $110,000;  miliUry  stores,  $10o'oOo' 
mUitary  prop,,rties,  $48,600;  Dominion  anenal,  $64,- 
aOO;  defence,  Esquimalt,  $69,263;  clothing,  active 
militia,  $80,000;  ■llowaiioes,$76,000 laundry,  $81,638. 

The  increase  In  expenditure  on  the  permanent  force, 
$1,014,166,  which  amount  did  not  include  contingent 
expenses,  such  as  transport,  4c.,  was  due  to  tiie 
Canadian  government  taking  over  tilt-  fortresses  at 
at  Halifax  and  Ksqulmalt,  the  two  garrisons  reqmring 
between  them  about  1,300  men  and  entailing  the 
following  extra  expendituiv:— 


(<•)  AiMillnnal  pay  fumis  for  the  permanent  force 
eonaefjiiMit  upon  the  increase  in  the  establishment . 
In  191  4-A,  the  average  atrength  wa*  alsmt  1,300  all, 
mnk*.  In  1908-6  the  average  »a»  alM>ut  1,000  greater, 
the  trial  *trength  June  ;W,  IHM,  including  about  W 
*emi-military  employee*  at  Halifax,  standing  at  3,448. 

(*)  Urger  expenditure  for  clothing  consetiuent  upon 
the  augmentatinn  of  the  force. 

(f)  ft«),000  paid  to  re-imburae  the  Imperial  govern- 
nient  for  garrixming  Halifax  some  «ix  motith*  after 
July  I,  1906,  the  date  fnini  which  Canaila  agreed  to 
•SHume  the  co*t;  ftUO,000  iicing  taken  from  the  vote 
lor  "pay,"  and  $30,000  from  the  vote  for  ".upplie*' 
fw  the  permanent  force.  Thi*  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  pnssilile  to  replace  all  at  once  the  Im- 
perial  troops  by  Canadian  one*;  the  exchange  had  to  lie 
e»rried  out  gradually. 

A  atatement  given  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Militia 
Council  f(,r  the  year  ending  llecemlwr  31,  1906,  abowa, 
in  defsil,  the  expendlturea  on  account  of  the  mUitia 
during  the  fiscal  years  1896-97  to  1905-06  inclusive 
For  the  first,  fifth  and  last  year*  of  this  periml  the 
expenditures  were  as  follows:— 
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DEPARTMENT   OF    PUBLIC    WORKS. 

S..MKT.„N,.    Aho.T    THK     1)K,..HTMKVT    WMKH     UH.KS    UTKH    T.,K    (•.,NHTRr,T,.,X    OK    THK    UhILL    Hu.H 

AhM(11  IIIKS  AND  <>THKH   MlUTAHV  StHU fTlRKfl.  ' 


The  Departmpnt  of  Public  Works  Iiuk.cvit  sincrthc 
Tnion,  \wn  <Io»ply  nswtciated  with  the  Militia,  tlio 
defensive  forre  dei)en<lin)s  uiK>n  that  department  for  the 
provision  of  its  barracks,  drill  halls,  armouries,  rifle 
ranges  and  other  stnu-tures  of  that  kind.  Tp  to  June, 
1884,  the  I'ublie  Works  IVimrtment  al.so  looked  after 
the  eare  of  all  miUtary  buildings  and  fortifications, 
but  at  that  date  that  duty  was  transferred  to  the 
then  newly  organized  Engineer  Braiuh  of  the  .Militia 
Department. 

No  insignificant  portion  of  the  vast  amount  of  con- 
struction work  done  by  the  I'ublie  Works  Department 
since  Confederation  is  represented  by  the  drill  halls, 
armouries,  store  houses,  rifle  ranges  and  other  military 
structures  scattered  throughout  Canada,  from  Atlantic 
to  Pacific,  in  possession  of  the  Active  Militia. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  for  the  .Militia 
(lone  by  the  Public  Wo.  is  Department  is  afforded  by  a 
list  and  brief  description  of  the  new  military  buildings 
l)egun  during  the  two  last  fiscal  years,  but  this  list  does 
not  afford  an  absolutely  correct  idea,  as  during  these 
years  work  on  a  numlier  of  other  structures,  which  had 
begun  before  the  year  )905,  was  in  progress. 

1905. 

\ew  buildings  for  the  Militia  Department  l)egun  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1905:— 


provi.vck  op  o.ntario. 

Ar,mouhy  at  Burford. 

A  site  was  purchased  having  a  frontage  of  90  feet 
on  King  street  by  a  depth  of  1.50  feet,  having  for  its 
easterly  boundary  the  westerly  boundary  of  William 
street,  and,  on  Septeml)er  19,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  for  the  construction  of  the  building  thereon.  It  is 
I  wooden  building,  veneered  with  brick,  and  on  a  stone 
foundation,  having  in  front  a  three-story  and  ba.sement 


ix.rtion  49  fc-t  by  23  feet  and  in  the  rear  a  two-storv 
ix.rtion  45  feet  by  :}•.>  f«.t.  The  ba.sement  is  for  bowling 
alley,  shooting  gallery,  heating  furnace  and  fuel;  the 
ground  floor  is  for  cavalry  armoury,  mobilization  store- 
room, (.flicers'  r(H)m  and  s<-rgeants'  room;  the  first 
floor  a  lecture  hall  and  two  rooms  connected  therewith, 
and  the  third  floor  two  small  rooms  for  storage.  The 
heating  is  by  a  hot  water  sy.stem;  the  lighting  is  by 
acetylene.  ^ 

Chatham  1)rii,i,  Hall. 

A  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  building  which 
faces  on  Collmrne  street,  between  Wellington  street 
and  Macgregor's  creek,  was  entered  into  on  Januarv 
30,  1905.  ' 

The    building     has   a  frontage    of    160    feet   by  a 
depth  of  111  foot,  exclusive  of  the  projection  of  two 
circular  angle  bastions,  and  consists  of  a  one-story  drill 
hall  73  feet  in  breadth  by  the  full  length  of  the  building, 
and  a  two  and  three  stories  ba.sement  portion,  28  feet 
in  breadth,  exclusive  of  projections,  bv  the  full  length 
of  the  building.     The  thn-e  story  portions  «msist  of 
the  mednmi,  45  feet  of  the  length  and  two  circular 
bastions,  one  at  each  end,  14  feet  in  diameter.     The 
basement  of  the  two  and  three  stories  portions  contains 
a  men's  recreation  room,  two  furnace  rooms,  two  fuel 
rooms,  two  store-rooms,  a  lavatory  room  and  a  stair- 
way liall;  on  the  ground  floor  are  seven  armouries,  a 
C.  O.  room,  a  Q.M.  store,  a  lavatory  and  W.C.  room'  a 
stairway  hall  and  the  main  entrance  to  the  drill  hall. 
On  the  first  floor  are  the  officers'  mess,  lecture  room 
ante-room,  &c.,  &c.,  and  on  the  third  floor  the  care- 
taker's   quarters.     The    walls    are    brick    with    stone 
dressings  and  on  a  stone  ba.s<>ment,  the  partitions  are 
mainly  brick  as  is  the  lining  of  the  basement.     The 
main   hall   is   floored   with   wowl    blocks   on   concrt-te 
foundation  and  roofed  with  wood  on  iron  principals, 
the  whole  cov.-red  with  steel  shingles.     The  two  and 
three-story  iM)rtion  of  the  building  has  wo(xlen  floors, 
except  in  ba.sement,  and  also  a  wooden  roof  covered 
with  tar  and  gravel. 
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Sthatfohd  Akmoi;kiks. 

A  (•rintrnct  fi)r  thi<  cwcticin  (if  tl;is  hiiildinjf  wax  enter- 
ed iiitd  (in  XovemlKT  25.  1!)04,  und  (lie  work  ii*  in  pro- 
gress. 

The  Iniilding  is  of  briek  with  sltme  dressings,  on  a 
stone  l)awinent,  and  measures  130  feet  by  60  feet, 
exelusive  of  two  eiroiilar  bastions  whieh  oeeupy  the 
angles  of  one  side  of  the  building.  Tlie  l)uiltling  con- 
tains in  the  liasenient  floor  a  shooting  gallery,  u  bowling 
alley,  boiler  and  fuel  riMinis,  lavato;y  and  stairway 
hall;  on  the  gniund  floor  two  otiicers'  rcMHns.  C.O. 
room,  orderly  room,  officers'  lecture  room,  (^.M.  room, 
band  room,  eight  armouries,  two  ante-rooms,  lavatory. 


W()()DMT(M-K  ARMni-RIKS. 

On  Xovemlier  25,  liXM,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
for  the  construction  of  this  building. 

The  buihling  Is  of  bri<k  on  a  stone  basement  and 
measures  140  feet  by  60  feet  exclusive  of  the  circidar 
and  octagonal  angle  bastions. 

The  ba,sement.  which  is  floored  with  concrete  an<l 
lined  and  imrtitioned  with  brick,  contains  Uiwling 
alley.  sh<Miting  gallery,  boiler  room,  fuel  room,  stairway 
hall  and  lavatories;  on  the  ground  floor  are  a  stairway 
hall,  two  officers'  nmms.a  CO.  room,  eight  armouries, 


Brantfonl  Drill  Hall. 


stairway  hall  entrance  und  passage;  on  the  fiist  floor 
a  lecture  room  105  feet  in  length  by  the  width  lietween 
the  outside  walls,  stairway  hall,  .sergeants'  me  is  and 
caretaker's  apartments,  and  on  the  second  floor, 
which  is  but  25  feet  in  depth  by  the  bn-adth  o,'  the  Iniild- 
ing,  a  store-room  and  caretaker's  apartments. 

The  partitions  are  in  j)art  brick  and  the  remainder 
iron  and  plaster.  Excepting  the  ba,sement  floor,  which 
is  concrete,  all  the  flo<irs  and  roof  are  of  wood,  excepting 
that  the  roof  is  trussj'd  with  iron. 


band  room,  (l.M.  room,  two  ante-rooms  and  lavatory; 
on  the  first  floo.-  is  a  lecture  hall,  1 15  feet  in  length  by 
the  full  width  Ix-tween  the  outside  walls,  also  a  pay- 
nuister's  room,  sergeants'  mess,  lavatory  and  two  rooms 
for  carotaker;  the  second  fl(«)r  is  limited  lo  a  strip  at 
end  of  building  25  ftet  in  length  by  the  breadth  of  the 
buiUling  and  contains  caretaker's  apartments  and 
sergeants  stores.  The  partitions  throughout  are  mainly 
either  brick  or  iron  and  plaster;  the  floors  and  roof  are 
of  wood. 
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I'HOVIXCK  OK  QIKHKC. 


Thiikk  Hivkus  Dkii.i.  Hall. 


St.  Hyacixtiik  Dhii.i,  H.\i.i,. 

On  Manh  25.  IflOS,  a  contract  «a«  entcml  into  for 
tlic  coiL-truction  of  this  IniildinR  ..hicli  is  of  l.ricjt 
with  stone  (Irpssinjfs  and  on  a  stone  foundation  It 
consists  of  a  drill  hall,  147  feet  by  75  feet  inside  dimen- 
sions httvinp  at  one  side  a  two  story  adjunct  166  feet 
l>y  27  feet  exclusive  of  an  octunRular  turret,  19  feet  in 
diameter  and  three  stories  and  basement  in  height, 
and  of  a  one  story  and  basement  leanto  24  feet  bv  12 
feet.  A  [jortion  of  the  adjunct,  72  feet  by  27  feet 
which  include    the  turret,  is  to  l)e  excavated  for  use  as 


On  May  1,  H)05,  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  the 
construction  of  this  buildiii)s  which  is  of  brick  with 
stone  dressinits  and  stone  basement  walls  and  consists 
of  a  drill  hall,  1.55  feet  by  71  feet  insi<le  measurement 
with  a  two  and  three  story  adjunct  .ng  one  side,  the 
full  length  of  the  hall  by  27  feet  ir  idth,  containing 
in  the  basement,  the  furnace  and  fi.. .  rooms,  recreatiim 
room  and  store-rooms,  on  the  groimd  floor  seven  ar- 
mouries, a  CO.  room  and  (J..\I.  stores;  on  the  first 
flimr,  lecture  room,  ante-room,  &c.,  and,  in  the  attic 
which  is  restricted  to  45  feet  midway  of  the  length,  the 
caretaker's  upar-nvnts. 
The  partitions  are  brick;  the  tioors,  excepting  that 


I.ondon 
heating  and  fu.'l  rooms;  «m  the  adjunct  ground  flo<  rare 
to  \k>  twelve  rooms  for  armouries  and  als)  lavatories, 
stairway, driveway.&c.  On  the  first  floor  are  to  Ije  shoot- 
ing galUry.  lecture  hall,  officers'  mess,  sergeants'  mess, 
and  caretaker's  aimrtments.  The  partitions  arc- 
prinoipally  of  brick,  the  framing  of  hall  roof  and  gallery 
of  iron,  the  floor  of  the  hall  of  woml  block  on  a  concrete 
foundation,  the  liasement  floor  of  concrete  and  the  re- 
maining floors,  roof  and  some  of  the  partitions  of  wood. 
The  main  hall  roof  is  covered  with  galvanized 
iron  and  the  remaining  roofs  with  fell  and  gravel. 


Drill  Hall, 
in  basement,  which  is  concrete,  are  wood,  af»  also  are 
a  numlier  of  the  partitions,  the  roof  and  the  stairways. 
The  roof  trus.ses  of  the  hall  are  iron,  the  foundation' of 
the  drill  hall  floor  is  of  concrete,  the  roof-covering  is 
of  metal,  for  the  hall,  and  tar  and  gravel  for  the  adjunct. 

i'ROVIN'CK  OF  XEW  HRUNSWICK. 

WodDsTorK  AnMouniEs. 
A  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  building  was 
entered  into  on  Octol)er  25,  1004.     It  is  situate<l  on 


IIH 


Cha|x>l  «t«'ct  and  cxtondx  linck  to  CImrlottc  stroct. 
Thr  Hitp  is  that  of  the  WoodHtock  HkatinR  rink,  the 
roof  and  framing  of  whirh  have  JDoen  i)artly  utilized 
in  the  drill  hall  and  of  the  gimshed  in  rear.  The 
IniildinK  consists  of  a  drill  hall  05  feet  long  by  60  feet 
wide,  flanked  on  both  sides  by  leanto  artillery  wagon 
sheds;  in  front,  on  Clmiiel  street,  is  a  brick  building 
of  98  feet  frontage  by  45  feet  in  depth  of  which  the 
nirdiun  40  feet  frontage  is  three  stories  and  the  re- 
mainder two  stories,  containing  in  the  basement  the 
heating  fuii-.iices  and  fuel;  on  the  ground  floor  the  en- 
gineers' wagons,  harness,  orderly  and  CO.;  on  the 
first  floor  tlie  engineers' armoury,  lecture  r(H)m,  two 
infantry  nouries,  infantry  orderly,  infantry  CO. 
and  lavatory;    «m     the    second   floor    the  caretaker's 


I'HOVIXCK  OF  M.WITOB.A. 

ViRDKN   AhMOIIIY, 

On  December  14,  1004.  u  contract  was  signed  for  the 
c(mstruction  of  this  building  which  is  of  wood,  two 
stories,  on  a  stone  basement,  and  measures  on  plan, 
62  feet  10  inches  by  .31  feet  8  inches.  The  ba.sement  is 
floored  with  concrete  and  is  to  contain  the  fuel  and  the 
heating  furnace ;  on  the  ground  floor  is  to  l)e  the  cavalry 
mobiliiiation  store,  cleaning  rimm,  sergeants'  room, 
and  a  room  30  feet  by  28  feet,  and  on  the  first  floor,  a 
cavalry  armoury,  46  feet  by  30  feet,  a  CO.,  an  orderly 
room  and  a  stairway  hall. 

lfl<r>-7. 

.Vew   buildings   for  the    .Militia    Department    begun 


Windsor  Drill  Hall 

quarters.  In  the  rear  and  reaching  to  Charlotte  street 
is  the  artillery  gunshed  30  feet  by  95  feet,  30  feet  by 
(K)  feet  of  which  has  an  adilitional  story  devoted  to 
artillery  armoury,  artillery  orderly  room,  CO.,  and 
recreation  room.  The  bas«'ment  walls  are  to  be  con- 
cn>te;  the  three  story  block  on  Chapel  street  is  to  have 
walls  of  brick  and  those  of  the  remaining  portion 
wood,  brick  veneered.  The  basement  is  restricted 
to  a  portion  of  the  Chapel  street  block. 


by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  di.  'ng  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1006. 


PROVIXCK  or  OXTAKIO. 

(ilKLPH  AhMDUHV. 

A  ccmtract  was  entered  into  on  June  1,  1906,  for  the 
construction  of  this  building  which  is  designed  to  be 
erected   on   the    corner   of   Haski,s.stm   and    Far(|uliar 


itreets.  of  brirk  with  Btc.ne  drt-ssing*.  and  on  a  Htonc 
foundation,  a  i..)rtion  of  which  is  to  be  excavato.!  to 
form  a  basement.  That  |x.rtion  fronting  on  Hasltisnon 
street  is  146  feet  long  by  a  depth  of  Mfeet.exH.i- 
Hive  of  projeotions;  the  median  50  feet  of  the  length 
together  with  a  Htairway  25  feet  l)v  20  feet  in  rear  i« 
three  gtories  and  basement  in  height  ax  aiso  are 
two  circular  towers.  15  feet  in  diameter,  at  either 
end  m  rear;  the  remainder  of  the  Hasitisson  street 
frontage  being  two  stories  and  basement.  In  the  rear 
IS  an  extension  88  feet  in  breadth  bv  102  feet  in 
depth,  all  of  one  story,  without  basement,  excepting 


Military  Stohe  Buildi.nu  at  London. 

This  building,  for  which  a  contract  was  entered  into 
on  Augu.st  8,  1005.  is  two  and  a  half  stories  of  brick 
with  stone  dressings  and  on  a  stone  basement.  It 
omsists  of  a  main  portion  65  feet  l)y  48  feet  for  stores 
and  an  adjunct  34  feet  by  24  feet  for  a  caretaker's 
residenw.  The  basement  of  the  main  portion  is  for 
furnace,  fuel,  stores  and  W.C's  ;  the  ground  floor  for 
ar  oury,  hospital  stores,  shipping  room,  office,  hall 
and  elevator,  while  the  first  and  second  floors  have 
store-rooms  only.     The  adjunct  is  entirely  devoted  to 


Brockville  Drill  Hall. 


17  -t  of  the  depth  next  the  main  building,  the  median 
poiuon  of  which  is  three  stories  and  Imsement, 
t  he  remainder  two  stories  and  basement . 

The  basement  is  for  shooting  alleys,  bowling  alleys, 
furnace  room,  fuel  room,  lavatories  and  staircase.  The 
three-stnry  portion  is  to  contain,  on  the  ground  floor, 
the  main  entrance  flanked  Ijy  two  infantry  armouries! 
the  first  floor,  a  lecture  room,  a  closet,  a  lavatory  and  a 
stairway,  and  the  attic,  living  apartments;  in  the  two- 
story  portion  on  the  ground  floor  are  to  be  moliilization 
stories,  field  battery  stores  and  A..S.C.  stores,  and  on 
the  first  floor,  officers'  and  sergeants'  mess,  three  C.O. 
rooms,  a  band  room  and  two  stairways. 


living  room  and  has  a  veranda  on  the  ground  floo- 
front  and  a  covered  platform  at  the  rear. 

Additions  to  Toronto  Drill  Hall. 

Work  was  begun  on  an  extension  of  the  drill  hall 
eastward  toward  Chestnut  street  (105  feet  long  by  188 
feet  broad),  u.sing  the  same  materials  and  following  the 
original  lines  and  design.  The  basement  is  but 
partly  excavated  and  con.sists  of  furnace  rooms,  fuel 
rooms  and  stores;  ihe  gro.in.i  fljmr  in  the  middle,  183 
feet  by  64  feet  width,  is  o.i'.pied  by  the  riding  school; 
on  the  north  side,  cavalry  armoury  and  stores,  and 
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field  battery  gun  shed  armoury  and  harness  nraniN; 
on  the  south  side, store-rooms,  wagon  rooms  and  hamrss 
rooms,  while  on  the  first  floor  are  officers'  mess,  ser- 
geants' mess,  CO.  rooms,  orderly  rooms,  lecture  room, 
band  room  and  lavatories.  The  contract  was  signed 
on  July  14,  1905. 

An  additional  story  was  also  added  to  the  leanto  on 
the  north  side  of  the  drill  hall. 

This  work,  which  involved  the  removal  of  the  roof 
and  ceiling  of  ground  floor  of  the  leanto  on  north  side 
of  hall  and  the  construction  of  another  story  of  brick 
with  flat  roof,  was  contracted  for  on  July  14,  1905. 
The  addition  provides  eight  new  rooms  and  a  passage 
the  entire  length  of  the  whole.  The  band  gallery  was 
lengthened    the  windows  in  north  wall  of  hall  were 


fret  front  by  23  feet  deep,  extending  across  and  over- 
lapping one  end  of  the  original  buildin;;.  The  walls 
are  of  brick  on  a  stone  basement,  the  partitions,  floors 
and  flat  roof  lieing  of  wood,  excepting  the  basement 
floor  which  is  of  concrete.  The  roof  covering  is  of  tar 
and  gravel.  The  basement  contains  the  heating  fur- 
noce,  fuel  and  stores;  the  ground  floor  is  divided  into 
stores  department,  D.O.C.  room,  CO.  room,  O.C 
rooni  orderly  nwm,  entrance  hall,  two  stairway  halls 
and  a  W.C  room;  the  first  has  a  large  recreation  r(M)m 
which  extends  up  through  the  second  floor,  four  rooms, 
a  stairway,  a  W.C  room  and  a  passage,  while  the 
second  floor,  in  addition  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
recreation  room,  contains  the  caretaker's  apartments. 
Heating  is  by  a  hot-water  system. 


Vancouver,  B.  C.  Drill  Hall 


altered,  new  doors  were  made  in  north  wall  of  hall  and 
the  heating  apparatus  was  extended  to  heat  the  new 
rooms. 


PROVINCE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 
Frkdkricton  Drill  Hall. 

On  Decemlier  7,  1904,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
for  the  construction  of  a  three-story  and  basement 
addition  to  the  Fredericton  drill  hall,  measuring  78 


PROVINCE  OF  MANITOBA. 

MlLlT.\RY  STORK.S  HviLDINC!  AT  WiNNIPEO. 

A  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  building  was 
entered  into  on  May  16,  1906.  It  is  a  two-story  and 
attic  brick  building  with  stone  dressings  and  on  a  stone 
basement,  consisting  of  a  main  portion  65  feet  by  47 
feet  for  military  stores  and  an  adjunct  24  feet  by  35 
feet  for  caretaker's  residence,  a  portion  of  the  basement 
of  which  is  finished  for  living  rooms.     The  stone  jxirtion 
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«  I  n«l  hroughmit  wiu.  brirk,  ha«  brick  partition  and 
a  r  mcrefe  basement  fl,x,r  but  the  adjunct  has  pla^teml 
»all«  and  wooden  partition,  and  floor,  excepting  in 
i^meut,  whore  the  fl«,r  in  c„„e„.te.  The  r^f  t  o( 
WOO.I  covered  with  metal  on  the  slope,  and  tar  and 
Kravelondeck.     Heating  is  by  hot  water. 

A  summary  of  the  history  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment is  interesting. 

Hv  the  Act  31  Victoria, Chapter  12,  passed  in  l,Sfl7 
the  (onfederation  year,  and  entitled  "An  Act  respect - 
mg  the   Pubic   Works  of  Canada,"  the   works  an.l 

P    T"  S^"T     ""'*"  ^^^  '■"'""''  "f  *he  Minister  of 
1  ubiic  Works  were  classed  as  follows:— 

(l)-Canals  and  other  works     as  navigable  rivers 

constructed  by  the  Provincial  fiovernn>ents  previous 


The  Act  mentioned  remained  in  force  until  1879,  and 

l-ubhc  Works  had  the  following  works  and  structuif* 
under  Its  control:— 

Railways. 

Canals. 

l*ublic  buildings. 

Ports,  harbours,  rivers,  piers,  etc. 

Dredging. 

Slides  and  booms. 

Military  and  interprovincial  roads. 

Telegraph  lines. 

in/i'^u^"  '\'L*,f  .'^'•■'""'''  "'•"P-  7'  ^nctioned,  on  the 
I5fh  May,  1870,  it  was  authorized  to  divide  the  then 
existmg  Department  of  Public  Works  into  two  Depart- 


o  July  1,  1867,  were  placed  under  the  control  of  tlu 
I>epartment  of  Public  Works. 
(2)— The  construction  of  harbours  and  piers 
(3)-The  construction  of  lighthouses  but  not  their 
mamtenance. 

(4)-0.nstruction,  maintenance  and  control  of  slides 
and  booms  to  convey  timter  into  navigable  waters 

5)-The  construction  of  the  greater  highwavs  of 
military  and  interptovincial  communication 

(6)-The    construction    and    control    of    Dominion 
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Wentminster. 

ments  to  b...  presided  over  and  managed  by  two  Min- 

'^TJ  r  1  o  *r'''  *""'''""  *°  ^  d<>«i«natod  as  the 

Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals"  and  the  other  as 
the    Minister  of  I'ublic  Works. " 

On  the  1st  October,  1879,  the  .wo  departments  were 
divided  in  virtue  of  an  Order-in-Council. 

A  most  interesting  point  of  contact,  in  the  early  davs 
between  the  Public  Works  Department  and  the  Cana-' 
dian  Militia  occurred  in  connection  with  the  Dawson 
route,  one  of  the  earliest  works  of  the  department. 

for  many  years  previous  to  Confederation  the  ques- 


tion  of  the  arquimtion  of  the  North- West  Territorien, 
and  more  eaperially  that  portion  of  them  known  as  the 
Red  River  Settlement,  by  the  old  I'rovince  of  Canada, 
had  been  digcusaed,  and  gome  preliminary  gtepg  taken 
with  a  view  of  opening  communication  through  Britigh 
territory  between  the  northern  ghoreg  of  Lake  Superior 
and  Lake  Winnipeg  by  meang  of  the  numeroug  gmall 
lakes  and  rivem  which  were  known  to  exigt  in  that 
region. 

During  the  gummer  of  ift57  the  I>rovincial  Govern- 
ment of  United  Canada  sent  out  what  wag  known  at 
the  time  ag  "The  Red  River  Expedition,"  which  eon- 
gigted  at  firgt  of  three  distinct  partieg,  and  an  extengive 
exploration  and  pfl-tial  gurvey  was  made  of  the  region 
between  Thunder  Bay  and  the  old  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, the  route  followed  being  that  generally  known 
as  "the  old  canoe  route,"  which  had  been  adopted 
many  years  previougly  by  the  French  Cunadian  voy- 
ageurg  of  the  North-West  Company.  Two  of  these 
parties  remained  out  only  a  short  time;  but  the  one 
of  which  Mr.  Dawson,  C.K.,  (later  and  for  many  years 
M.P.  for  Algoma)  was  in  charge  remained  out  for  three 
gummers  and  two  winterg,  and  made  very  thorough 
explorationg.  Attached  to  thig  party  were  Mr.  L.  A. 
Ruggell,  C.E.,  Messrs.  J.  F.  ("sudet  and  Alex.  W.  Wells, 
C.E's,  and  Colonel  C.  de  Salaoerry,  who  had  charge  of 
the  commissariat  department. 

At  the  last  geggion  of  the  old  Parliament  of  United 
Canada,  the  gum  of  $55,000  was  placed  in  the  estimates 
for  colonization  roads,  for  the  purpoge  of  opening  a 
road  from  Fort  William  to  Dog  lake  on  the  Kaminis- 
tiquia  river,  twenty-four  miles  from  Lake  Superior. 

Work  on  this  road  was  commenced  in  1867,  at  a 
point  called  the  "  Depot "  (later  Prince  Arthur's  Land- 
ing, now  Port  Arthur),  and  about  six  miles  of  the  road 
was  constructed  and  some  progress  made  with  the 
building  of  a  dam  at  Dog  lake. 

The  result  of  the  gurveys  made  by  Mr.  Dawson  may 
lie  briefly  stated  as  being  that  he  found  it  would  be 
practicable  to  obtain  a  route  from  Thunder  bay  to  the 
Red  River  Settlement,  which  would  consist  of  a  road 
about  forty  miles  in  length,  about  310  miles  of  water 
communication  broken  into  small  stretches,  and  ninety 
miles  of  road  from  the  North- West  angle  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  Fort  Garry. 

Shortly  after  Confederation,  negotiations  were  opened 
with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  for  the  acquirement  of 
their  interest  in  the  North-West,  and  while  these  were 
pending,  steps  were  taken  for  the  opering  of  com- 
munication. During  the  summer  of  1868  further  sur- 
veys were  made  by  Mr.  Dawson  at  the  Thunder  bay 
end  of  the  route,  which  resulted  in  the  route  by  way  of 
Dog  lake  being  abandoned,  and  the    route    changed 


so  a«  to  pass  by  way  of  f^ke  Shebandowan.  Con- 
struction of  the  road  from  Fort  Garry  to  the  north-west 
angle  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woodg  was  commenced  in  the 
fall  of  1868,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  employ- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  Re<l  River  Settlement,  who 
were  guffering  great  digtregg  on  account  of  their  crops 
having  lieen  degtroyed  by  locusts. 

In  the  summer  of  1869  construction  was  commenced 
at  the  Thunder  boy  end  of  the  route,  and  by  the  close 
in  the  season  25  miles  of  the  road  had  been  so  far  com- 
pleted that  waggons  could  pass  from  the  "  Depot "  to 
the  Matawin  river,  and  a  cjuantity  of  lumlier  was 
l)cing  p.vpared  for  the  bridges  over  the  .Matawin  and 
Kaministiquia. 

When  it  was  determined  to  despatch  the  Wolseley 
Rrd  River  Expedition  of  1870  via  this  route,  prepara- 
tions to  pass  the  force  over  the  route  were  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Dawson  and  his  staff  during  the  winter  of  1869- 
70. 

Immediately  on  the  opening  of  navigation  in  1870, 
a  large  force  of  workmen,  horses,  etc.,  was  forwarded 
to  Fort  William  and  work  recommenced  on  the  road, 
which  it  was  desirable  to  have  completed  liefore  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.  Several  things,  however,  con- 
spired to  prevent  this,  and  it  was  not  accomplished. 
May  11,  the  steamer  carrying  the  first  detachment 
of  Colonel  Wolseley's  Expedition  to  Fort  William  was 
stopped  by  the  ITnited  States  authorities  on  attempt- 
ing to  pass  through  the  N.  8.  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal. 
The  troops,  workmen  and  supplies  had  to  be  disem- 
barked on  the  Canadian  side,  where  a  portage  road, 
about  three  miles  long,  was  made,  and  all  the  troops 
and  stores  carried  over  it  and  re-embarked  on  steamers 
on  Lake  Superior.  This  delayed  the  congtruction  of 
the  road  from  Thunder  bay  to  Lake  Shebandowan, 
as  a  large  proportion  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
workmen  who  should  have  been  employed  on  it  were 
engaged  in  making  the  portage  road  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
and  in  assisting  in  the  transportation  of  the  stores  at 
that  point. 

The  resources  of  the  Department  were  taxed  to  the 
utmost  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  troops  over  the 
incompleted  route,  and  the  work  of  construction  was 
temporarily  suspended. 

After  the  troops  had  left  Lake  Shebandowan,  work 
on  the  road  was  systematically  carried  on,  and  so 
much  progress  made  that  the  regular  troops,  on  their 
return  from  Red  river  in  the  fall,  *ere  able  to  pass 
easily  and  rapidly  over  the  whole  distance  from  Lake 
Shebandowan  to  Prince  Arthur's  Landing.  The  con- 
struction of  the  road  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to 
Fort  Garry  was  also  rushed,  and  some  of  the  regulars 
marched  over  it  on  their  homeward  journey. 
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During  the  year  Wl  th*  route  waa  owiimI  r,„  tu,  ^ 

P*««pofimmignint..                       -  opened  f„r  the  »'»ver.l  other,  which  wei.  eonddeM  necemry  for 

The  development  of  the  work  and  teon.  nt  .1-  u  .  '"f!*?*"*  "**"'■  '"**  ««"""«'«*  of  the  eountrv 

1-ubic    Work.    IVpartn^nt   «nce   SSo^  ^  ;r*^;:^•^"'•^  "»''*  I- ^'ouajy  undertaken  umU 

developed  tremendou.ly.    The  total  amount  exp^n«W  iLiX''"'"*,:!"'''**^  "'  "*''  ^mn-'noement. 

Public  work,  and  building.  ....         J'S  S     f«P*"",7««'  building,  i„  the  city  of  Ottawa  in  o^T 
Steamer,  and  river  «,  vice m'ftll  *n        •  '^'"''''  '"'  *^  ''""»'"«  °'  t^o*  «,ction.  of  the  ad- 

?«i-r-""'' wJJii;  ;rt:::ir:^.--'«-"''icha«now.ccommodaMi„ 

lighthoune.  ....  4n'rn9  building..  ^  '" 

__«M03^31         O^  of  the  largct  undertaking,  at  pre«nt  in  charge 

Total $1  021  8407»  ^™^  «eP«rtment  of  Public  Work,  and  which  ha.  . 

'  ■"''^''  "T'  'T««"'  •^"'"y  viUue  a.  well  a.  .  commerciiS 

During  the  f5«,al  year  ending  June  30,  1906  the  ex-  ^ri^^T"^    '  the  propo«d  Georgian  Bay  Canal. 

pend.ture  made  by  the   Public   Work.   DepartLnt  JZ,'^        T'""  "^ ''**''''"■"'""' »2ao,000  wa. 

reached  the  total  of  nearly  $10,000,000,  ^hU^^n^^'  fT^  ^^  PTl»me„t,  for  the  purpo«  of  making  a 

previously   the   expenditure   w«,   ba^ly   S'.  ^^J"  complete    .urvey    of   the    Ottawa    river    navigailon 

The  detail,  of  the  expenditure  may  S7uccin;rgit„     ~Th;  'llS  '*  '•*''*'  ^'"^^^  "'  -'• 
a«foUowg:_  c"y  given         The  prepo«Kl  navigation  route  extend,  from  the 

a^^v.  and  river  work. $2,374,664.84     7:^:' ^S^^"" ''''''' ''"^'^'"'-''^'^•'^'^-^'^no. 

Slide,  and  boom.. . .' '.                   ''Kj  «  ^'   '°"°*''  ^^  ^"""h  ^ver  and   Lake  Nipiwin* 

Road,  and  bridge. ; ' ' ' "         JJ'^^  »»«-.»»  the  height  of  land,  through  Trout    t"S 

Public  building. •  •    3  Ifs'^ll  •.'«'  Tab"  lake.,  follow,  the  Mattawa  river  to  i  .  ju"  ! 

Telegraph  line. '     ^'^J'^J  J?  '»»  *''»•  'he  Ottawa.and  thence  down  the  OitaiTL 

^iooelUneouB ml^  ir  S,'  ''\*'''""*«''  '"•ving  the  bed  of  the  river  occaafo" 

_^*^  ^Jyjh*"'  condition,  are  .uch  that  it  i.  advi«,ble  to 

^^  ^"'" »9.347,527.22        It  wa.  dedded  from  the  beginning  that  the  informa- 

The  expenditure  during  the  year  1903-4  amo,in»»J  1       «*'™'^  '"  ''"^y  the  feasibility  of  the  route  to 

to  16,492,289.62,   and  for   19^    oVmm77  T'*?  T '"'""'' '°  """*•«"««  ""'"^t*  of  cos^fo^ 

The  progression  during  the  three  yeare  uS'Tviei  Jw  ot^f  fro^l  .''"if '  i^"  *"*'"'^  ""«*-'  -""»  '^^ 

wa.  at  the  rate  of  more  than  $1,000,000  a  yeaT  thi  «  „Sw         •  ,   '*'*'*'  '"''^^^  «'«'"'''  ^  "«d  only 

.ncrea«  being  more  marked  in  the  construction  tf  "r!"™,:^  f°"^»""""'<» '»' 8ene«l  (guidance.  ' 

pubhc  buildings,  a.  the  sum.  applied  to  haZur  and  scal^peAa™'"  r„  'T'  '^'"^  ''"^•'^'  °°  »  •"'»- 
nver  works  were  about  the  same  during  the  vear  190«      .  ,  '^  '.        """"P^ted,  and  it  will  make  the 

a.  during  the  preceding  one.    The  dred^;'::;e„T  Z^LdM'"^'^  ""T""  ""'  '"'  "  P^J^'  "^  »»>• 

ture,  however,  increased  from  the  sum  of  «75K  !^  ?  importance,  it  wiU  prove  much  more 

im^  to  $1,460,000  in  1904-5,  and  near ly  $2(ro^     dtatmTh"  *'"'  ""'«  L°  '^''"^  '^'"^  '"«'  --P'"^ 
in  the  year  1905-6.  *',^w,wu     data  from  the  pre«!nt  field  opemions. 

The  buoyancy  of  the  general  revenue  of  the  country  ti  J^  itt  JIL  *!^  *"  ***  '"'"'*'  '^"^"  rea«,nable 

h^  permitted  the  department  to  enla,^  it.  field  o^  e^n^nTu  t^f^rT"?  *°  "•"•*  "  '""^  '""^  •" 

operation.  ;  to  renew  many  of  the  appliances  for  its  Z^^.                 ^\    ^"  ^"«*"*'  *«^'  ""^ers  were 

work  which  had  become  old  and  in  «.me  ca^s  LZ  T^-      "T"*  '"'  "*'*  *"*'  *°  "»"•""  'he  neces«iry 

obsolete,  and  to  provide  for  the  housing  ofXvarTo"  arivsur    '  '™*"""'"'^'  *"'  '"  "«'«'  '»  ""'"^  "^ 

administrative  services  as  well  as  of  the  military  forces  tL  f!.? 

of  this  country  in  larger  and  more  commodious  S  and  wo  kTnnT'"  TT**  "*  *'"'  *"''  °'  *>?»«•"»*' 

mgs.     It  has  also  f^rmitted  of  the  continuation  of  ?„  thTtrrrr"""*-'"^"' '''"  ^«^"'^''«  °f  October, 

important  works  of   harbour  improvements  a  ready  t    0^2,1   !"'  '^T'"'  *'"''''  '''''  «"PPlemented 

undertaken  and  to  make  a  beginning  of  the  construction  ^atras'  ^110^-           '         "'^'"^  °'  '"^  """^^  '^ 


The  iininedi«te  obJMt  of  themirvey  if.tlwt  wh«n  the  ment  .hip  y»rd  at  Horel,  when>  the  dMRinK  plant  in 
note,  •re  icduml  and  plotted.  •  location  may  he  pro-  ronitnieted  and  lepaired,  together  with  the  ihopa 
Jectwi  on  the  plans,  for  a  ihip  canal  of  not  leu  than  22  itores,  etc.,  were  abo  tranaferred. 
feet  in  depth,  a  profile  drawn  and  a  correct  eitimate  By  Order-in-Council  of  July  23,  1904,  the  hydro- 
made  of  the  kind  and  amount  of  all  material  found  paphic  work,  hitherto  done  by  the  Department  of 
necemry  to  l»  excavated,  the  kind,  character  of  foun-  Ihiblic  Work.  wa.  tran.ferred  to  the  Marine  and  Fi.h- 
dation  and  dimenaiom  of  all  wall.,  lock.,  dams  and     erie.  Department. 

other  .tructufp.,  alwi  the  Mtimating  of  all  extra  right  An  idea  of  the  development  of  the  Public  Work. 
.u  II!^  "I"'"^  ^'"'  t*^  «»»•'  Pwptr.  where  it  ktave.  Department  i.  afforded  by  the  IncieaM  in  the  depart- 
the  bed  of  the  nver.  and  for  .poil  bank,  and  overflowed  mental  official  con««pondence.  In  1867  (from  July  1 
■^         ...  J  .      ,  '°   ''•'W'nber  31),   2,075  letter,  were   ieoeive.1   and 

The  route  to  be  .urveyed  wa.  divided  into  three  din-  1,811  »nt;  in  1868  (from  Jan.  lit  to  Dec.  31)  3  408 
trict.,  dengnated  a.  the  Nipining,  Ottawa  and  .Montreal  received  and  2,317  .ent ;  1860  (ume  month.  a.'lN68) 
di.trict.,  each  in  charge  of  a  di.trict  engineer.  3,448  received  and  2,171  K-nt;  1877,  7,817  received! 

Each  di.trict  wa.  .ub-divided  into  three  .ection.,  4,428  rent;  1882,  10,808  received,  8,600  oent;  1887 
each  in  charge  of  a  actional  engineer,  thu.  making  (July  1  to  June  30,  1888),  10,403  received,  6,343  .ent; 
nine  (9)  wction.  in  all.  1892  (.imilar  period  a.  preceding),  11,720  received,' 

Each  KCtional  engineer  ha.  under  him  two  awLtant  *'220  »*«>t;  1902,   13,140  received,  6,373  tent;  1908, 
engineer.,  two  rodmen,  two  chainmen  and  reven  or     11,700  received,  6,472  wnt. 
eight  labourer..  To  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  increaae  of  depart- 

The  name,  of  the  partie.  in  charge  and  the  limit,  of  "^"*»'  bu.ineM  it  mu.t  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  1867- 

each  district  and  wction  are  a.  follows:—  **  **'*'*  *'"'*  ""  telephone,  or  electric  car.,    and  but 

Eugene  D.  Lafleur,  chief  engineer.  '*"''?'  '^'  ""''.  •^''>'  """"y  communication. 

»  H.  T . .        .        .     .  „  As  It.  parliamentary  head,  at  various  times   the 

A.8tJ^urent,eng.neerinchargeatOttawa.  Public  Work.  Department   h«  h«l  «.me  of  Canada^ 

».  J.  l/hapleau,  di.tnct  engineer,  in  charge  of  wctions  most  eminent  men. 
1,  2  and  3,  between  the  Georgian  bay  and  the  head  of        The  Ministers  of  Public  Works  since  Confederation, 

the  Rapids  des  Joachims,  a  distance  of  about  170  miles,  with  dates  of  appointment,  have  been  a.  follow.:- 

E.  J.  Rainboth,  di.trict  engineer,  in  charge  of  wction. 

4,  8  and  6,  from  the  head  of  the  De»  Joachims  rapid,  to  Hon.  Wm.  McDougall July   i^  18^7. 

the  foot  of  the  C%audiere  fall.,  at  Ottawa,  a  di.tance  Hon.  Sir  Hector  Langeviii Dec.  8^  186a 

of  about  140  miles.  Hon.  Alex.  Mackenzie Nov.  7,  1873^ 

C.  R.  Coutlee,  district  er-neer,  in  charge  of  sections  *^°"-  ^"  Chwle"  Tapper Oct.  17,  1878. 

7,  8  and  9,  from  the  foot  of  the  Chaudiere  fall.,  at  ^°"-  ^"  Hector  Langevin May  20,  1879. 

Ottawa,  to  Montreal,  a  di.tance  of  120  mile..  Hon.  Joe.  A.  Ouimet Jan.  .11,  1892. 

A.  T.  Genest,  assistant  engineer  at  headquarters.  **°"'  ^-  ^^J*"^'"* May   1,  1896. 

A.  McDougaU,  hydraulic  engineer.  2°"- 1  ^-  JT  ,     .  July  13,  1896. 

k  -a  T\.  1  •     >  .        .  ""n.  Jas.  Sutherland Nov  1 1   1902 

A  R.  Dufrcne,  in  charge  of  te.t  boring  parties.  Hon.  Chas.  F.  Hyman C  22'  iJos' 

The  field  work  has  been  completed  and  the  report  i.  Hon.  Wm.  Pugsley Auk  3o'  190?' 

in  process  of  completion.  ' 

With  the  object  of  more  efficiently  organizing  the        The  Deputy  Ministers  of  the  Department  of  Public 

different  branches  of  the  public  service  relating  to  Works  since  Confederation  have  been  as  follows - 
navigation  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  depart-        m    ■  r,,     , 

ment  directly  responsible  for  the  buoys,  lighthouse.         Touissant  Trudeau,  May  29,  1868,  to  Oct.  1,  1879. 
pilotage  and  all  questions  of  navigation,  the  entir^        «•  F.  Baillargd,October4,1879,toDeceraber31, 1890. 
management  and  control  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence        ^  CJobe'l  I.S.O.,  January  1,  1891,  to  the  present. 
Ship  Channel,  together  with  the  dredging  and  sweeping         The  Chief  Engineers  of  the  Department  of  Public 

plant,  steamers  and  other  appliances  hitherto  used  by  Works  since  Confederation  have  been  as  follows:— 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  in  connection  there-         John  Page,  July  1,  1868— Oct   1   1879 
with,  were,  under  the  provisions  of  an  Order-in-Council,         H.  F.  Perley,  Nov.  28,  1880— July  10  1891 
dated  July  1,  1904,  passed  over  to  the  control  of  the         Louis  Coste,  July  26, 1892-March  18  1899 
Department   of  Marine  and   Fisheries.    The  govern-         E.  D.  Lafleur.  Jan.  7,  1905-At  present  serving. 

I2S 


IW7— At  prMcnt 


ThM.  a  MeiMt,  May  M,  1871-Om.  SO,  IMI.* 
ThM.  Fuller,  Oet.  31,  ISSl-Jun.  »,  1807. 
n»vW   Ewut,   li».0.,  Nov.   2 
wrvini. 

i-i!?!  J°^!i"*  ««ntten»n  h.v«,  rinw  O«f«te«„o„      ^  feR^ICli 

Fm^rick  Brmun,  JiUy  1,  18«7-8ept.  30,  187B. 

H.  Chapleau,  Oct.  1,  1879— Nov.  4, 1880. 

P.  H.  Ennk,  Nov.  6, 1880-Jwi.  13, 188A. 

K.  Gobeil,  Jtn.  23,  188ft-Dec.  31,  1890. 

J.  F.  E.  Roy,  J»n.  1, 1801-Dec.  31, 1900. 

FmJ.  (Win-,  Jun*.  8,  1901-At  prmnt  gerving. 

Mlo^i^  ''  '*^"*  "ppcrfntment.,  an.  m 
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